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Introduaion 

Notce te iptum. 


THE ERRATIC genius of Henri Beyle, dissipating itself in &lse starts 
and abrupt terminations, essaying all forms of literary expression before 
belatedly stumbling on the one to which it was best suited, was composed 
of as many confliccing forces as the period in which he lived. 

Born in 1783, he belonged to that artistically unproductive generation 
which began life during the bst years of the ancien regime, passed its 
childhood amid the turbulent events of the French Revolution, and came 
of age in the Napoleonic epoch, only to spend its energy in action, die 
on the batdefield, or be bribed into silence by a job-giving emperor who 
was well aware of what literature had done to the Bourbons. Beyle, an 
isolated figure, was almost the only French writer of talent who remained 
faithful to his vocation through the Revolution, the Consulate and Em- 
pire, the Bourbon Restoration, and the Monarchy of July. 

That he was able to maintain his equilibrium while buffeted by the 
shifting winds of a stormy transition was due in large measure to the 
fact that the conflict without was equaled, even surpassed, by the conflict 
within. For Beyle was one of those rare beings who possessed a philos- 
opher’s lucid intellect coupled with a poet’s delicate sensibility. In theory 
a cynical “seducer of women,” a Valmont of the ancien regime, he was 
in practice as shy and soulful a wooer as any descendant of Mme. de 
Stael could have desired. As a youth he could derive equal stimulation 
from the dry logic of Helv^dus and the exuberant sentimentality ot 
Rousseau. Thus he stood, in inclinadon as in birth, midway between the 
cold classicism of the eighteenth century and the feverish romanticism 
of the early nineteenth. His inner conflict gave him points of contact 
with the two extremes of the transition, but, too passionate to be satisfied 
with the one and too intelligent to be taken in by the other, he could 
never entirely aijapt himself to his ag^ could never subscribe to the 
doctrines of a single patty. Among his contemporaries, the dder men 
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-looked on him as too advanced, the younger men as too old-fashioned, 
the general public as incomprehensible and eccentric. 

Almost certainly he would have foimd the twentieth century mote 
congenial than his own, for, among so many contradictions, there was one 
fundamental constant that made his spirit altogether modern. It was his 
unflagging gusto for what he called the knowledge of the human heart 
and what we today should call psycholc^. Since become a more or less 
exact science, it was then merely a vague philosophical concept, com- 
mon enough coin with the pre-revolutionary writers, but largely with- 
drawn from circulation with the decline creative thought during the 
Napoleonic epoch and the rise of romanticism in the years that followed 
it And his appeal to the noodern reader rather than to the one of his day 
is to be eicplained by the fact that, at a time when others were attaining 
popularity throu^ florid descriptions of puppets moving before unretd 
settings, ^ continued to write in his unadorned style about the passions 
and mores he had painstakingly studied in the life around him. He wax 
justified in hoping to be read in 1935. The passage of a century has 
rubbed litde of the freshness off his works, while the mi^ty ones who 
preceded and immediately succeeded him, Chateaubriand and Mme. de 
Stael, Lamartine and Victor Hugo, even to some extent Balzac, already 
seem to be speaking the language of another world. 

Beyle determined early in life to become an “observer of the human 
heart,” and, his profesaon. once chosen, set out methodically tp perfect 
himself in it. Studying the works of the great writers and witnessing die 
plays of the leading dramatists was one way to acquire knowledge of the 
human h^art. To read history and memoirs was another. To observe real 
people in action and to compare the mores of the present with those of 
die past was an even better means. Withal, it was imperative to be con- 
standy in society, to talk to men and make love to women. But the most 
trustworthy of all ways to know the human heart was throu^ honest 
and relentless self-analysis, for only by experiencing a thing personally 
could one be absolutely sure that it was authentic. The rest was guess- 
work, valuable but unproven and unprovable. Did not the “divine” 
Siakespeare himself the grcMest observer of the human heart that ever 
lived, say, “Thou canst not qieak of what thou dost not feel”? 

Here, then, we have the basic reason why Beyle kept his diaries, and 
kept them with surprising regularity for fourteen years while scores of 
odier projects, entered upon with wvm endiusiasm, were quiddy iitr 
carded firom discouragement or km of interest "Notee te ipsum, know 
thyself” he wrote. “My m^ans is this diary ... It aims at b^g a mathe* 
maticd and rigid repoviijlp-my manner of brings neither too fsvoraUe 
not too unfavorably *f)at Ihttiiig purely and severely what I believe to 
have taken place ... It ia a written part of my intimate oonadouanesa” 
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By duoakliog his sensations, thoughts, opinions, and actions from day to 
day, in varying moods and under the varying circumstances ol life, he 
hoped to end up by possessing precious dau on the mechanism o£ diat 
strange animal, man. The extreme "egotism” with which he has some* 
times been reproached was in reality only a means to an end, £or, as he 
later said, “egotism, provided it be sincere, is one way of portraying the 
human heart” 

F<m: B^k, the most subjective and unliterary of literary men, as he 
was one of the most imaginative and least inventive, the diaries offered 
an ideal form of self-expression. He had a positive mania for “putting 
black on white”: thinking and writing were almost synonymous. Immedi- 
atSHy a thought came to his mind, the impulse was to jot it down some- 
where anywhere, on the margin (ff a hook or manuscript if one were 
within reach, in the dust on the furniture if it were not; there were even 
occasioiu when he scratched notes on his bedroom slippers, his suspenders, 
or across the crystal of his watch. Throughout his youth the diaries served 
as the principal reripient for this torrent of egotism. Everything went into 
them: the most intimate details of his love affrirs; his impressions — 
largely unfavorable— of plays, books, and his fellow men; his own rare 
triumphs and frequent blunders; his experiences in the army, as a func- 
tionary and dandy of the Empire; amid the suave doke far niente at 
Italy; his medical prescriptions and his amatory theories; his dreams and 
disgusts; his reflections on the manners and morab of his century; his 
everlasting pursuit of elusive womanhood; his extravagant ambitions and 
his humiliating setbacks — all the thousand and one things that held his 
attention a minute or a decade during the period when his destiny, like 
tiuu of France, was linked to the fortunes of Napoleon. He writes of his 
intimate being with the disconcerting candor and informality of a man 
fhinlcing aloud. He holds nothing back: why should he? He himself is 
his only audience. 

From this results the unique quality of his diaries. The published 
records of most other diarists have been written after the fresh enthu- 
siasm, the trials and errors, the intellectual curiosity of youth have passed. 
Tl)e style of these men was already formed; they knew life and usually 
they h^ an eye on a possible future reader. Under such circumstances, 
omission^ reticences, embellishments, a concern with the manner at 
presenta t ion, a deliberate placing of accent are inevitable. Nothing of the 
kind is to be found in Beyle^ diaries, which were written with total 
hde of self-consciousness during his impressionable years^ without any 
though of eventual puUication, solely in an earnest effort to l(now the 
human heart by knowing himself. Even hc^ honest egotist that he was, 
never attained the same degree of naked sincerity in his other writings, 
most of whidi-^udiether &y be clastified as fiction, essays^ criticism, 
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'travel, or autobiography^-are little more than a disguised contmuation 
of bis youthful diary, but no longer destined for hiinsdf alone. 

Seeking knowledge of the human heart represented to him a way of 
setting out on the chasse au bonkcur, the pursuit of happiness, and this, 
in the Beylistic code, was sufficient justification for any act. But, too 
utilitarian m be content with knowledge that di^ not serve a practical 
purpo^ he had an underlying reason for acquainting himself with the 
hidden springs of human conduct: it was his ambition to become not only 
a "seducer of women" but also "the successor of Moline,** to be a writer 
of comedies in verse, to exhibit the nobleness and ridicule of mankind 
on the. stage. "I’ve had the good fortune to have made up my mind 
very youn^" he congratulated himself. "From earliest childhood, as far' 
back as I can remember. I’ve wanted to be a comic poet All the opera* 
dons of my body, mind, and soul have taken place with this end in view.’’ 

His passionate desire to become a great "dramatic-bard,’’ which has 
been missed or litde stressed by many of his biographers, should be 
apparent to even the most casual reader of the diaries. In the first pages 
we find him as a young sub-lieutenant in Italy rushing off to the theater 
as soon as he reaches a new town, exploring the shelves of the local 
bookseller for plays he has not read, scribbling dramadc notes, diligendy 
scoudng about for Italian plays that might be adapted in French. Later, 
in Paris, we see him going night after night to the pit of the Th^Stre 
Fran^ais, severely criticizing plays and actors, filling his notebooks with 
theories of dramaturgy, reflecdng on the rules of comedy, trying to ex- 
pand Hobbes’s definidon of laughter. We see him struggling with the 
refractor)^ Aleirandrines of his own The Two Men and working for 
years over the plot of his ambidous but never-finished Letettier. We see 
him in opdmisdc moments drawing up lists of his future plays and 
odculadng the probable fortune he will make from them, in moments 
of discouragement anxiously searching for the ages of the leading comic 
poets when their first plays were produced. We see him copying and 
analyzing the jokes told by his friends to discover why they are frmny, 
studying the manners and morals of his century in order to choose the 
pha^ best lending themself to ridicule; again in the theater, this time 
with an open copy of the play on his knees to check the places where the 
auffience laughs and to find out why. He obsequiously culdvates the ac- 
quaintance rhymesters and third-rate pbywrights; he is flattered to go 
backstage and shyly talk with the people of the theater; two of the three 
mistresses who figure in the diaries are actresses. And the late jPauI 
Valfry «f ^ AcMldmie l^ranfaise, could write in all seriousness, "It is 
diffict^ to understand .why Stendhal did not devote himself to the 
dieafor, for which r^erydflng destined him”! 

If Stendhal let some o£ die best years of 'his life go by without wriditg 
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for publication, if he turned to the novel only when he was well over 
forty, it was precisely because he had persisted in the illusion that he was 
destined for the theater. In his tlurtics and ^ly forties he wrote a handful 
of books about the things that interested him — ^music, painting, travel, 
love, literature. But these he regarded as merely stopgaps: he was still 
waiting for that tardy ^‘moment of genius** whi^ would permit him to 
appear in what he believed were his true colors, those of a comic poet. 
The trutb, which he stubbornly refused to admit for so many years, 
was that nothing qualified him fof the theater. Totally lacking in a 
poetic sense, he spent hours tying together twelve syllables that formed 
a stiff, prosaic, and sometimes incorrect*Alexandrine. He had none of the 
inventiveness and dexterity required for comic situations. And, never 
capable of submitting to the discipline of form, he was hopelessly cramped 
and ill at ease when fenced in by the rigid technique of the still classical 
stage. An excellent dramatic critic and theorist he was, as his diary and 
notes attest, but the many unfinished plays he has left are conclusive 
proof that the theater was not his destiny. 

It would be futile to speculate on what Stendhal might have accom- 
plished had be concentrated his efforts from the outset on becoming a 
novelist. The French novel in the days of his youth had not yet come 
into its own; the taste of the ancien rSgime was still dominant, and, for 
a budding author as imbued as he was with **the love of glory,** the 
theater was the natural outlet for artistic expression. When the day 
finally came for him to discover that the novel was better suited than 
the theater to both his own talent and the taste of the new generation, 
the observations of the human heart recorded in his diaries served him 
just as well for the medium in which he was to succeed as for that in 
which he had failed. 

These diaries also served to form his highly individual style, a subject 
with which, contrary to widespread belief, he was concerned all his 
life. But instead of worrying about rhythm, word values, well-rounded 
periods, and other literary niceties, he sought to be natural, simple, and 
truthful, to combine concision with piquancy, to hold the rcader*s interest 
by sprightliness, pithiness, and quick transitions. Three sentences written 
in his youth sum up his creed: 

**A man may be said to possess a style if, upon coming across a phrase 
in a newspaper, you can say that it is written by him.’* 

**Scyle should be like a transparent varnish . • . ; it should spread 
completely over the colors, make them brighter, but not alter them.** 

**My style will have a character all its own by scoffing a bit at everyone; 
it will be apt and concise, and won't put the reader to sleep.** 
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This style, which so aihnirably fitted Beyle’s individuality and which 
the diaries show in the making, is not the smoothest reading in the 
world. It is broken up; the sentences are divided into short, direct state- 
ments separated, more or less arbitrarily, by commas, semicolons, or 
colons; the structure is frequently slipshc^; the same word nuiy be re- 
peated a, half dozen times in as many lines; now^nd then a passage of 
lyric beauty appears in the midst of carelessly worded trivialities. At all 
times, however, it h^s the charm of being as natural and spontaneous as 
conversation. Rapid and stripped of all excess wordage, yet possessing a 
flexibility that permits an abrupt ending as readily as the addition of 
afrerthoughts, it is an ideal vehicle for a man whose mind moves faster 
than his pen, and who feels so intensely what he is saying that he has no 
time Id reflect on how he is going to say it. 

Always intent on communicating sensations and imparting information, 
Beyle likewise paid litde attention to form and proportion. Yet by a 
curious accident this diary, written piecemeal over a fourteen-year period 
of his capricious life, possesses more form than most of the books he wrote 
for publication. It has a definite beginning, middle, and end; it has unity 
and infinite variety; it is quite capable of standing by itself as a work 
of literature. 

Roughly speaking, the diary is the pendant and sequel of Vie de Henry 
Brulard, for it starts at almost the exact point where the unfinished auto- 
biography leaves oS. There is, however, a vast difference between the two 
books: Henry Brulard is a synthesis, written in the last years of his life, 
for from the events, after the perspective had been altered by the passage 
of time: the diary is'an analysis, written on the spot, when the events 
and reactions are still fresh. The Henry Brulard who joyfully reaches 
the Italian wonderland in the closing pages of the autobiography is not 
the Henri Beyle who composes the first pages of his diary a few months 
later. The one is the creation of an elderly man’s fond memory; the 
other is the reality. Both the man and the boy are trying to tell the truth, 
but only the latter approximately succeeds. And his honest and intimate 
record of the years when he was seeking to know his complex self 
focms an invaluable document for those who today share his conviction 
that the best way of all to go forth on “the pursuit of happiness” is to 
study the human heart. 


A BOOK as spirited a^the diaries of Henri Beyle should, in my opinion, 
be edited for the gmetal reader rather than for the specialist. Con- 
sequendy, I have-reduted to a minimum the notes and references that 
abound in the Ftendi eifitioas. I have 'not been able, however, to keep 
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them out of the book altogether. Since Beyle wrote his diaries only for 
himself, he continually speaks of people and events without bothering to 
introduce them,- and he sometimes treats of a minor episode lengthily 
while failing to make any mention of a major one. In order that the 
reader may be familiar with the circumstances of the author's life without 
being repeatedly interrupted by footnotes, I have divided the diaries into 
thirteen parts, prefacing each with a narrative outline aimed at provid- 
ing the background necessary for a full appreciation of the text. 

I have been as sparing as possible of footnotes, confining them for the 
most part to some of the commentaries Beyle himself wrote on the 
margins of his diaries. In the detailed *index at the end will be found 
biographical data on the principal per^ns mentioned.' 

Such words as “soul,” “passions,” “tender,” and “sublime,” which are 
only employed rarely and with caution by modern writers in English, 1 
have preserved, for more familiar substitutes would have distorted Beyle's 
thought and manner of expression. I have filled certain gaps of the diaries 
proper wkh short autobiographical extracts from the author's voluminous 
correspondence— otherwise, it would have been necessary to pass over 
in silence such essential portions as his strange courtship of Victorine 
Mounier and nearly the whole of his experiences with Napoleon's army 
in Russia. (Incidentally, to get the complete picture of this period of his 
life, one would have to read not only the diaries but the two volumes of 
his Pensies, the first volume of his Melanges Intimes, the first four vol- 
umes of his Correspondance, the three volumes of his Thedtre, the second 
volume of his Melanges de Littirature, the four volumes of Lettres i 
Stendhal, and, of course, Vie de Henry Brulard.) 

As the diaries are filled with initials, I have, in each case where the 
identity is not doubtful, placed the full name with no indication that it 
is not spelled out in the original — thus, where Beyle writes M. D., I 
have substituted M. Daru, instead of M. D[aru], as the French editors 
have done. 

The complete text of Beyle's diaries — ^taking up nearly two thousand 
pages in the five-volume Martineau edition — contains considerable matter 
(as,the interminable discussions of forgotten plays and books) that is of 
minor interest to the English-speaking reader of today. As this translation 
is for the general reader rather than the student, such passages have been 
omitted — ^as have the scattered fragments written after the 1801-14 Period. 
I have respected the delightfully incorrect English with which Beyle pep- 
pered his diaries, apparently in the naive belief that this would baffle a 
possible eavesdropper, but his youthful frankness of expression has obliged 
me in a few instances to modify his terms or resort to the unsatisfactory 
makeshift of dashes. As for the translation itself, my aim has been at all 
times to make it as informal and swift as the oripnal. 

B 



iNnooocnmt 


. Hie jMimd de Stendhd was first publidied by CMjmir Stryieodd 
and Francois de Nion in the very incomplete and defective Cbarpentier 
edition o£ 1888. Further portions appeared in 1911 in Paul Arbelm’s ex- 
cellent Journal d'ltatie, published by Calmann-Levy. Only in 1923 did 
the complete text, edited and annotated by Henry Debraye and Louis 
Royer, begin appearing in the Champion e^tion, but the hst o£ the five 
Chiunpion vofumes was not published until eleven years later. In 1937, 
Henri Martineau, who has scrutinized every word in the jumble of Sten- 
dhalian manuscripts (many of them illegibly written) in the Grenoble 
library and elsewhere, issu^ the diaries in a slightly different and fuller 
form in his monumental Divan edition of Stendhal's complete works. 
This version, with some corrections and additions, has recently appeared 
in the Plfrade’india-paper volume devoted to Stendhal’s autobiographical 
writings. 

In the preparation of the present translation, the French texts of both 
the DebrayK-Royer and the Martineau editions ^ve been used, preference 
being given to the latter, which is more recent and more reliable. I have 
likewise had recourse to the texts and abundant notes of the entire 
seventy-five volumes of the Divan (Martineau) edition and the twoscore 
volumes of the uncompleted Champion edition, to the editors of which 
I hereby make grateful acknowledgment. As for the many other works 
consulted, particular mention should be made of those by the late Paul 
Arbelet and especially by M. Martineau, who has devoted his life to the 
study of Stendhal, and whose impressive knowledge of the subject in its 
most minute detaik is distilled into his two-volume biography, Le Coeur 
de Stendhal, which appeared after this traiulation was completed. 

The Nodfc of Remain Cblomb and the two essays of Prosper Mf rimfe 
wiO always remain essential source works, but, unless balanced by the 
reading of later and more thorough researches, they are hopelessly mis- 
leading. The same may be said of Arthur Chuquet’s Stendhal-Beyle, 
which k a rare example of erudition led astray by prejudice. There are 
coundess other books on Stendhal in French, English, and German, but 
everything important they have to say— and much, much more— k to 
be found (minus their errors) in the numerous writings of Henri 
Martineau, certainly one of th& most faithful, conscientious, and metic- 
ulous biographen since Boswell. 

Robert Sagt 

Paris 


NOTB 

The passages of hk diaries 
diat Beyle wrote in Eng^ 
are printed in small capitals. 



The Private Oiaries of Stendhal 




‘The Aurora of Life* 


THESE diaries open with the brief jottings, immature, frequently 
naive, sometimes unexpectedly perspicacious, of an alert provincial boy 
eighteen years who already knows his mind and who, coming abruptly 
into contact with real life for the first time, sets out solemnly to keep a 
day-by-day record of his actions, observations and sensations. 

“The aurora of my life,” Henri Beyle afterward called the period from 
June 1800 to December 1801, when he was wandering through Milan and 
the litde towns of Lombardy and Piedmont with the soldiers of the First 
Consul’s army. It was both his first taste of freedom and the beginning 
of his lifelong passion for Italy. New and strange and wonderful for 
this ardent, inexperienced lad were Italian women, Italian nature, Italian 
music and Italian dolee far niente. To the end they remained the most 
desirable things in life, just as the months spent in their midst remained 
the most enchanting memory of his youth. Nearly twoscore years later, 
when he wrote La Chartreuse de Parme at the full maturity of his way- 
ward genius, he turned back with the sentimental fondness of an old 
lover to his recollections of Bonaparte’s invasion of 1800 to describe that 
of 1796, which he had not witnessed. 

It was by one of those mere chances which trace the padi of a career 
that he crossed the St. Bernard and the luxuriant plains of Lombardy at 
the impressionable age of seventeen years and five months as a super- 
numerary in a French army of ^ 3 fioo men. He had but recently emerged 
from a lonely, frustrated childhood, saddened by the premative death 
of his dearly loved mother and passed with books and daydreams among 
gloomy adults in his native Grenoble.* After graduating from the local 
school with the hipest honors in mathematics, he had started out for 
Paris, ostensibly to enter the Ecole Polytechnique, but with the secret 

Hie complex story of his childhood is told by Stendhal in his Vie de Henry 
Bndard. 
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fcaoludoa to aet hiiaidf up as seducer o( iwomen" and “die successor 
of MoUtre.” He did neidier. In the capital, udiere he arrived bn the 
morrow of General Bonaparte’s coup d’^t at Saint*Cbud, he floundered 
pitifully, fell ill and was at length rescued by some cousins, the Dam 
family, who were to act willy-nilly as his benefactors throughout the 
Consulate and Empire. 

Hit particular protecttv ms the eldest son of the family, Pierre Daru, 
brilliant, pompous, possessed of a cold driving force that was to win him 
honor after honor in the Empire and to make him Napoleon’s right- 
hand man. In all dieir fifteen years of association, neither he nor Beyle 
had the slightest sympathy for the other. The mighty Pierre was aloi^ 
and severely kind to a relative whom he considered a scatterbrained 
youth, while Beyle was sullenly respectful toward a cousin who was in 
a position to gain him favors but whose affected and pedandc character 
he bathed. At the outset of their relations it was merely to relieve his ^ 
family of a troublesome problem that Pierre, litde realizing what he had 
let himself in for, found Beyle work at the War OfiBce and, a few months 
later, albwed him to foUow the army to Italy. 

On that sunny June morning in 1800 when Beyle, uniformless and 
jobless, blithely rode into Milan, the city was passing through an animattd, 
colorful and slightly hysterical perbd of its history. At twilight, Milanese 
society gathered on the Corso di Porta Orientale, formerly a Spanish 
rampart; which commanded a magnificent view over the surrounding 
countryside. Here, folbwing an old Italian custom, the women, accom- 
panied by dieir cavalier swvants, would drive the length of the Corso, 
then draw «ip for an hour of gossip before continuing to the caffs for 
didr ices. The same society was to be found in the evening at the Teatio 
della Scala. In the loges of the aristocratic second tier, each owned and 
furnished by a prominent family and passed down from generadon to 
generation, husbands, cavalier servants and unattached bachelors joined 
the women to while away a few hours talking, munching ices, gambling 
and making bve. 

After the opera came the dances— often fancy-dress balls— at udiich, 
through' the s(^ summer nig^t^ the scantily clad beauties of the pleasure- 
loving capital waltzed and flirted alike with their townsmen and their 
foreign conquerors. 

These arrogant warriors ftom the Transalpine were everywhere. They 
made their way toward the carriages of the prettiest women, insolently 
pushing aside die local aspirants and unfortunate cavalier servants. A 
bit later the staccato tones of French drowned out die thidc Milanese 
accent in die Gaffe del Servi. At njg^ the streets were clamorous with 
catousu^ iddier% and the’tavems resounded with their brawls. The 
ofEous came unaitod to the loges of ^ Soila, invaded the parties and 
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bolls, appreciated die mistrestes of the civUians. The army was ei^oy> 
ing itself boisterously, and, in the military tradidon, todc itt pleasures 
where they were'to be found Noblewomen, actresses, bourgems house> 
wives, shopkeepers’ daughters, prostitutes— the soldiers loved them all 

In this whole frivolous, army-occupied, tumultuous city, Henri Bejde 
was perhaps the only French youth who had no amorous victories to 
boast about when the soldiers met for their ices at the Caift dei ServL 
Presh from the gloomy atmosphere of Grenoble, too bashful, too proud, 
too fasddious, too grotesquely bookislv and ron^dc to become a vulgar 
intruder or promiscuous philanderer like the others, he wistfully wit- 
dhaied the colorful spectacle of Milan from the sidelines, r^^arding it as 
something infinitely desirable but utterly unattainable. ' 

Although merely an onlooker, he was conscious from die very fiirst 
of a serene happiness at being in the congenial atmosphere of Lombardy. 
He experienced moments of strange exaltation: walking through the 
streets, he had the impresdon of finding the materialization of his child- 
hood dreanaworld; he was enthralled by this exciting new life that surged 
about him; the mists descending over the Corso and the warm summer 
rains beating down on the verdure gave him “delightful sensations.” 
His love for Milan was one of the first of his great loves and it was the 
most enduring— he even requested that the words, “Arrigo Beyle, Mil- 
anese,” he placed on his tombstone. 

His sensations were especially poignant in the great auditorium of 
the ScaU, where the vivacious and sensual melodies of eighteenth-century 
operas mingled with the low murmur of voices and the subtle odor of 
perfume floating down from the loges. Here, while the el^nt Milanese 
were assembling in their loges, Beyle, shabbily dressed, found a place 
in die plebeian pit. Being unable to participate in any of the charming 
nonsense that went on above him, he could only look on enviously and, 
when the curtain went up, devote his entire attention to the opera. Hus 
was an original reason for going to the Scala in 1800; but the opera was 
a magnificent compensation for his disappointments. Ignorant of all the 
arts, literature excepted, he was carried away by this spirited music, so 
irretistible, so easy to understand. A decade bter he wrote in his diary, 
“This theater has had a great influence on my character. If ever I amuse 
myself by describing how my character was formed by the events of my 
youth, the Teatro della Scala will be in the front rank.” 

Pierre Daru at length arranged for Beyle m do clerical work under 
Cbude Petie^ who had been appointed Governor of Lombardy with the 
tide of Minister Extraordinary. Given lodgings in the Casa Bovara, which 
abo served as the French Embassy, Beyle spent th^ rest of the year in the 
very center of Milanese life. The Embassy windows looked out on die 
Gono di Porta Orientak, and in the evenings the city's aodety gadiered 
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at the Casa Bovara for the dinners and balls given by the Governor. But 
all this brilliance was of no avail to die obscure clerk named Beyle. “Being 
nothing in Milan at the home of Monsieur and Madame Pedet,” he wrote 
later, “and already having too much pride to make any advances, 1 passed 
my days in an excessive tenderness full of melancholy.” 

On the headquarters staff he had several good friends, who formed a 
rough-and'ready band, flippant, coarse in manner and bawdy in conversa- 
tion. The most important, was the "incomparable” Martial Dam, Pierre’s 
philandering younger brother, who was now diligendy seeking new con- 
quests on the happy hunting grounds of Milan. Principal among the 
others were handsome Edouard Cardon, a friend of the Dams and now 
aide-de-camp.to Carnot; Alexandre and Augustin Pedet, sons of the Min- 
ister; Augiisdn Marignier and Henri Mazeau, respectively distinguished 
and vulgar, and Louis Joinville, an indulgent commissary and assistant to 
Pierre Dam. 

Firmly convinced of his own superiority, Beyle nevertheless sincerely’ 
envied the swagger of his army comrades, their vulgar boisterousness and, 
above all, their facile triumphs in amour. “1 saw Joinville, Mazeau . . . 
and others succeed,” he said. “I saw them do things I felt I could do better; 
they were happy, had mistresses. I didn’t budge. I was waiting for some 
romantic accident, like the breakdown of a carriage, etc., so that bite 
might reveal my heart to some sensitive soul.” 

At length a “sensitive soul”— or so the daydreaming Beyle believed — 
did appear, in the form of Angiola Pietragrua (whom he calls Angela or 
Angelina), the mistress of Louis Joinville, who was not her first lover nor 
by any me^ns her last. Sh£ was the wife of a minor civil servant and the 
daughter of shopkeepers. Although the mother of a six-year-old son, she 
was only in her twenty-fourth year. She was a majestic bmnette with a 
magnificent body, sharply delineated features, ardent dark eyes and 
sensual, expressive lips. Accompanying her undeniable charm, there was 
an indecorous heartiness and an easy fiuniliarity which for an objective 
observer might have suggested vulgarity. But the smitten Beyle saw only 
her “grace filled with voluptuousness,” and he “bved her beyond all ex- 
pression.” For him she becan.e the personification of Italy: he confessed 
that he bved the Italian language because' her memory was associated 
with it, that he had an unreasonable affection for every objea in Milan 
because it bebnged to the city in which she lived. He never entirely re- 
covered from hit bve for this “sublime wench.” It took him fifteen years 
to see her as she was— a frivobus and deceitful woman, a “wench” with- 
out the “sublime.” 

Realizii^ that there was not the least chance of possessing her at pres- 
ent his thoughts gamboled off into the future. “Not being ahb to be bved 
by Sonora Pietragrua, who was loved by Louis, in die milUons of castles 
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in Spain that I built for her I pictured myself returning one day as a 
cobnel or having some promotion superior to that of being one of 
M. Daru’s employees, kissing her ^d bursting into tears/’ A naive dream, 
to be sure, Angela being what she was: strangely enough, it happened to 
be one of the few that came true. 

But eleven years were to elapse before that occurred. In the interval 
many other things were in store for him. One of the most unfortunate, in 
fact, can be dated from this period. Although details are lacking, it is 
reasonable to suppose that, no '‘sensitive souls” being readily accessible, 
Beyle ended up by following the soldiers to the city’s brothels. In any case, 
he contracted the venereal disease which,‘apparently inadequately treated, 
cast a deep shadow over his early Italian adventures and plagued him 
periodically the rest of his life. 

Thus it is that, when his diary opens in the spring of 1801, ten months 
after his arrival, it reveals him morosely occupied with febrifuges, purga- 
tives and emetics; now and then he has recourse to leeches, those 
inevitable old cure-alls; his fevers and vomitings are recorded with de- 
pressing scrupulosity. There is little evidence of the "excessive happiness” 
he experienced in Italy to be found in the first pages of his diary: for that, 
one must look in his letters to his beloved little sister Pauline, and espe- 
cially his notes and books of later life. 

In September 1800, Pierre Daru had obtained him a provisional sub- 
lieutenancy on some vague merit officially described as "good conduct 
and talents.” A month later this erstwhile functionary who had never 
served as a common soldier had his commission confirmed. He was now 
given the resplendent uniform of a dragoon officer— gilt helmet with 
dappled fur and flowing plume of horsehair, green jacket with scarlet 
trimmings, leather breeches, high riding boots. After lingering on in Milan 
another two months, he belatedly joined the 6th Dragoons near Brescia, 
where eighteen cavalry divisions were concentrated in the expectation of 
new fighting with the Austrians. 

Life with the Dragoons was not to his liking, and he was only too happy 
to be sent back in December on a nebulous "mission” to Milan, where 
he strolled on the Corso, dreamed in the Scala and timidly courted 
Angelina while his regiment, finally seeing action, crossed the Mincio 
and saved the army’s right wing after a furious combat. Beyle received 
a certificate stating that he had "distinguished himself” at Mincio — but the 
certificate was made out four years later by an indulgent general to aid 
him in finding a job. 

This general was a paternal Jacobin named Claude Michaud, who, upon 
Beyle’s assurance that Pierre Daru would be delighted, took the young 
suUieutenant as Jiis aide-de-camp. Beyle had at last found an army post 
that appealed to him: he began to regard himself as "an art lover atta^ed 
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ID the army for the purpose of looking oo, hut destined to write comedies 
like MdShre.” Henceforth he was to devote as much time as possible to 
literature and as litde as possiUe to military duties. 

Being the general’s aide>de'Camp was very pleasant indeed. He visited 
the little towns of northern Italy and reveled in the beauties of the ooun* 
tryside; now.and then he made a trip to Milan; on no occasion did his 
work seriously interfere with his life as a dilettante. 

This state of affairs came to an end at the close of the summer of i 8 oi» 
n^en Daru, nettled at Beyle's having left his regiment, ordered him to 
return at once and prove to his comrades that “he was flattered to serve 
like them and with them.” Overwhelmed by this blow, Beyle stayed on 
with the ea^gmng Michaud as long as he could, and then reported to his 
regiment Bt Bra, where he again plWged into his studies. 

His fever persisted and his boredom increased. Glumly he set out to 
track down ^e source of happiness. “The best resolution to make,” he 
wrote his sister, “is to try to adapt ourselves to our situation and to derive 
the greatest possible fund of happiness from it. That’s the only genuine 
philosophy.” Excellent counsel, but he himself made no attempt to apply 
it. The truth was that Beyle’s enthusiasms, like those of all passionate 
mert, were as short-lived as they were intense: he had already had enou^ 
of life in the army, and he was even tiring of Italy. 

Moreover, his health was really bad; besides his fever, he was suffering 
from the results of fording an icy stream. The doctor detected “some 
symptoms of nostalgia and melancholy,” the leeches were again applied, 
the colonel, worried, spoke of a furlough. Righteously Beyle replied that, 
sick orwpll, it was his dOty to remain with his regiment. It was no more 
than a feehle flicker of heroism. The next day he asked for a leave; a week 
later he was fuming because it had not been granted; in another fort- 
night he was on his way to Grenoble. The first Italian adventure was over. 


iSdi Lombardy 


M 3 m, 38 Germind, Year IX [April 18, I’m undertaking to write 
the history of my life day by day. I don’t know whether I’ll have the 
fi»titude to carry out this plan, which I already started in Paris. There’s 
a miMake in Frendi already; there will be a lot more, because I’m mak- 
ing it a rule not to stand on ceremony and never to erase. If I have the 
courage to do so, Fll gohack to 2 Ventdse [February 21], the day I left 
Milan to r^oln lieutenant General Michaud in Verona. 
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a8 Germi nal j " ’Oa the slope outside die casde, I saw the maneuvers of the 
cavalry and mounted artillery of the second Polish Legion, coming 
from the Army of the Rhine to proceed, so they say, to Florence, where 
dieyll be established in the pay of the new Grand Duke; some thirty 
of ^ best officers have left bemuse of that. The cavalry, in blue coats 
and crimson piping, armed with hussars' sabers and spears with little 
tricolorqd banners, wheeled about several times very adroidy. Generak 
Mbncey, Davout and Michaud attended in full-dress uniform. 

aff Germimd [April /p].— Minister Pedet received an eztraorffinary post 
from Paris announcing that Paul I had been found dead in his bed on 
^larch 20 . It's expected that this death will bring about great changes. 

Pve just been to the ball at Angfliqpe’s. Gibory told Ferdinand that 
he’s discarded Signora Martin. I thi^ I saw her going up as I was 
coming down, 

10 Florid [April jo]^—Vm still in Milan. The 6th Dragoons passed on 
dieir way t6 Piedmont, where Lieutenant General Delmas is in com- 
mand df the soldiery under the orders of General Jourdan, who has a 
viceroy’s authority. Today there was a big celebration on the castle 
square in honor of peace. They laid the cornerstone of the Foro Bona- 
parte. In the evening, a paltry Uttle fireworks display. A rather tiresome 
lyric show at the big theater and a ball where respectable women 
danced. 

11 Florid [May /].— I'm leaving for Bergamo tomorrow. Martial is going 
to Florence, Marignier to Bologna. M. Dam has drawn up a voluminous 
draft resolution on the organization of the army in peacetime. The 
First Consul was pleased with it and invited him to come to Mdmaison 
to discuss it. There’s much war talk. Moreau has received the order to 
remain with his army, and Augereau to return at once to his. Adjutant 
Commander Mathys, who came from Bergamo the ninth for the cele- 
bration, returned this afterncion. Since I’ve stopped thinking of Signora 
Martin, now Saladini, I’ve read a great deal of La Harpe. I’ve read 
Volumes 1, II, III, IV, V, VI, VII and VIII of his Lycie. I reflected 
deeply on the dramatic art as I reread the verses of Selmours} They 
didn’t seem to me as bad as when I was writing them. I want to learn 
how to compose them, as it would be better if Les Quiproquo^ were 
in verse. 

/a Florid [May a].— The Italians have found the secret of denaturing 
Regnard’s Le Ligataire Universel. I didn’t stay for the second play, but 
went to play lotto at the caff of die Porta Orientate. The road from 
Milan to Bergamo is superb and in the most beautiful land in the 
world. 

*A play Beyle had written — or rather, co;^— from a story by Floriaa. 
'Anodter of his diildhood plays. 
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At Canonica, a village twenty miles from ltdilan and ten from 
fieigamo^ situated on the Adda, there’s one of the most beautiful views 
possible. The one from the town of Bergamo is less attractive and in- 
finitely more extensive. From the Casa Terzi, where General hfichaud 
is staying the Apennines, twenty^ive leagues away, can be seen quite 
clearly. The details can ,be made out very well with a twenty-inch 
Ramsden spyglass which the general has. There are two theaters here, 
a splendid one in the Borgo, which is the part of the town situated on 
the plain, the other, built of wood, in the square of the old town. We 
go to the latter every night, as it’s quite near the place where we’re 
staying. The other is a half hour away. Signora Nota has the reputation 
of being the prettiest woman in town, and really she’s not bad; they 
say she 'has an income of 6 ofioo livres; she has a cavediere servente, a 
fine-looking man who spends a great deal on her; she’s consequendy 

unattackable. We might two countesses who are staying near us, 

but they are twenty-eight or thirty years old and have a dirty look whidi 
is repellent. 

/p Florid [May p]j—For dinner, the general had Gtizen Foy, the future 
general, chi^ ^ the 5th Regiment of Light Artillery, adjutant com- 
mander of the pth Light Cavalry Regiment. He’s a young military man, 
small in stature and large in promise, full of ambition and attainments. 
The others, generally speaking, are jealous of him, although they do 
him justice. Besides, he has defects of character— a spirit of contradic- 
don and a pronounced arrogance. He stole a carriage at Bergamo. 

I took a fencing master about the i8th. 

I raepd through the seventh volume of Voltaire’s works, the twenty- 
first of the Mituoires Secrets de la Republique des Letfres, La Descrip- 
tion du Pdais-Royd, and La Cabane MystMeuse, which I brought 
with me from Milan. I have been gready bored by the lack of books. 
The chief lent us the Abb^ Coyer’s Voyage en ItdU. A worthless book. 
I read a few of Mallet du Pan’s Mercures Britanniques. 

The 21st, they gave Federici’s Avventuriere Nottumo, a play that 
might be done in French;*there’s nothing here but II Teatro Modemo 
Applaudito, a set forty or forty-five volumes. If it hasn’t already been 
done in France, a nice semi-drama could be made of it 

The 22nd, the general gave a lundieon for Adjutant Commander 
Delord, employed by General Moncey, whom he addresses in the sec- 
ond person singular. Gdneral Moncey is under forty-five. Dalbon and 
Combe have stolen loofioo &us. Debrd is a very amiable man, genuine 
good breeding. He came here to see Mme. , his mistress^ with 
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wbom he's been living for three months. They say she's made him 
spend 200 buis. He’s still in mnfti. 

General Frahceschi, who left the staff two weeks ago, is a poltroon. 
He's rumored to have made two or three millbns through contempt- 
ibb extordons and through having eighty or a hundred commands in 
Corsica, which he handed out to the hipest bidders. 

Fhr 6 <A [May /y].— Alpy, Farine and Picoteau came to see General 
Michaud. I had fever tonight. 

25 Florid [May 15].— They left about two hours ago. Alpy was crying; 
the general showed quite a bit of eipodon. The genei^ was anxious 
because of his departure. The general said to Alpy, ‘Tm very fond of 
that little Beyle, he’s full of spirit. I’d like to get him his aide-de-camp’s 
commission, but he’s too outspoken, too trenchant.” 

Alpy left me his mare for 100 ecus. I gave him 183 lire from my pay 
for Vend^iaire and Germinal. I made out an lOU for the remaining 
127 lire^ which he took reluctandy. I’ve got about 90 lire left. 

27 Florid [May ry].— A dose of quinine gready reduced my fever. The 
players gave La Prevenzione PatemeBa today. A priest accuses his 
brother of all sorts of crimes; a general, whose daughter the other is to 
marry, believing himself to be betrayed, has him sentenced to death. 
The villain is discovered, and all ends well. 

28 Florid [May /8].— Foy took over the command of Bergamo; he has an 
mflammadon in one tesdcle. 

I had a very strong attack of fever last night; I have a mmd to adc 
the general for permission to go to Milan for a day to consult M. GoneL 

'They gave Epicharide e Nerone, not a bad tragedy, here last night. 

zg Florid [May /p].— My servant arrived from Milan with my two horses. 
Couldn’t a play be written with the title. La Soldatomanie or La Manie 
du MUitaire? 

I Prdrid [May 2/]. — My daily fever continues. I went to Milan to consult 
M. Gonel. 

Inspector Felix continues to give proof of his pettiness of mind. He 
wrote an improper letter to Marignier, who told him o£E. Mmes. Pedet 
dnd Dumourey returned the 3rd from the Lago di Garda. Amid a host 
of smutty stories, which entertained the ladies and their daughters, 
hfezeau, whom they had gone to tease in his bed, slipped oi! his night- 
shirt and, taking a flambeau, came in to see them in that state. The 
daughters were present and didn’t object. Sommariva, who was diere, 

courted Mme. I^mourey throughout. I don’t know whether he 

her, as Mazeau advised him to right in front of her. 

Martial is courting Signora Mond, with whom he's smitten; he’d al- 
ready made cdnsiderable progress by the time I left. 
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7 Prairid [May aj]^—! took twenty-five graina dE ipecacuanha and one o£ 
antiinonic tartar, which only made me vomit once, and feddy. 

Fm reading Caesar's Campaigru, commented— d)adly, in my opinion 
-4)y Davon. Antonio, the bmkseller on the square of the uppei: town, 
lent me the first volume of Goldoni’s comedies. 

JO Pmrid [May jo].— Martial sent me a letter that Colonel Le Baron 
wrote him, with the order to rejoin attached to it. I answered Martial, 
begging him to write M. Daru, and I wrote Colonel Le Baron that Fd 
join the regiment at Savigliano, in Piedmont^ as soon as my health per- 
mitted. The two papers signed by Le Baron are joined herewith. 

Their wording overwhelmed me for a minute. I haven't anyone to 
advise me, no friend, Fm weakened by my long spell of fever; yet Fm 
full of determination, convinced that throiigh audacity gnd persever- 
ance I shall end up by being General Michaud’s aideKle-camp. Then 
Fll owe this success, like all the others, to myself alone. 

Tomorrow Fve decided to take a medicine similar to that which 1 
vomited six days ago. 

/y Pratrial [June 6 ].— The medicine succeeded fairly well; I seem to have 
less fever. I shaved myself. Fm starting in again on my saber lessons to- 
morrow. I wrote a short letter yesterday to M. Daru. Fm halfway 
through my translation of Les Amours de Zdine et Under. 

i8 Pratrial [June 7 ].— After my fencing lesson, I went all the way around 
the range of hilb back df Bergamo. The countryside is superb and has 
delightful aspects. I covered nine or ten miles in about three hours, all 
the time at a walking pace. 

ao Pramal [June 9 ].— I started yesterday taking two drams of quinine. 
The fever persists, although, it’s weak. I started today to take clarinet 
lessons from the band leader of the 91 st. He doesn’t look to me as 
though he were worth much. 

ay Prairud [June /a].— Finished the translation of ZSline et Under at one 
o’clock in the morning. My fever continues, although slight; I plan to 
purge myself tomorrow. I dismissed my clarinet teacher, who wasn’t 
any good. 

The Italian Army no linger exists. The troops stationed in the 
Qsalpine will be under the command of a lieutenant general, nx di- 
viuon generals and twelve brigade generals. These troops will consist 
of sixteen half brigades, twelve cavalry regiments, one regiment of foot 
artillery, two mounted, etc., etc. The generals afe to be ^osen by Gen- 
eral Moncey. , 

Antonio, the bodkseller, wouldn’t lend me the second vidume of 
Goldoni; the Abb4 Catone in Utiea, two 

t^eras by Metastasio. 

ay and aS PraMal [June t6 and^ ryj^’ve (Mxn on several long horseback 
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rides with General Michaud. The country around Bergamo is really the 
loveliest Fve ever seen. The woods on ^ hills back ct Berpuno are 
the most delightful imaginable. They’re nearly ail laid out in hunting 
grounds, with a hunting lodge. 

At the French Theater on the fifth of Flor£al, they gave Phfdor et 
Watdamir, a five>act tragedy by Ducis, as cold as the climate in which 
the action takes plac^ and that’s so cold it brings the heroine to the 
gates of death. 

It seems that Atdla, a Christian novel by Chateaubriand, criticized by 
Andr£ hferellet, has finally been put in its place as an unusual but 
Viediocre work. I haven’t read it. 

aS.— General Brunet came to see GeneralMichaud with lus aide-de<amp. 
He’s a thie^ vain, stupid, and gossipy; his aide-de-camp is gossipy 
without any feeling for propriety and probably has the pox; Mathys 
had them to dinner. 

y hiessidor [June aa].— Left my fencing and clarinet masters, paid five 
lire ei^ sous to the first and fourteen lire to the second. 

After much hesitation, caused by Durzy writing the general that 
General Gazan wasn’t due to leave Brescia till the nth, we finally de- 
parted the 5th upon receiving the news that General Gazan had left 
Brescia the 4th in order to take over the command of the 5th IKvision 
in Romagna. We arrived at Brescia after seven hours on the road, Casa 
Avogadro, where Brune, the general-in-chiei^ was lodged in Nivdse. 
The general went to Cremona the next morning with Durzy; he 
returned the following day. We reached the Casa Contrera on the 
13th. 

/y Messidor [ftdy zj^Took an Italian master. My fever continues. 

18 Messidor \]tdy. 7]. — I went to Cremona; I returned 20 Messidor. 
Cremona is a rather big town where you perish from heat and bore- 
dom. 

zy Messidor [Jtdy /z].— They played a good comedy by Albergati entitled 
// Sttgio Atnieo, which, translated just as it is, would have a success in 
France. There’s a brothel on the stage. 

* They played Ariodant; it seems to me a fine tragedy might he com- 
posed on t^ sulqect 

I*ve been having slight attacks of fever every night at eleven o’clock. 

Let us put the present to good use, for our minutes are numbered. 
The hour Fve spent fretting has nonetheless brought me that much 
nearer death. Let us work, fw work is the father pleasure, but let us 
never fret. Let us reflect sanely before deciding on our course; once 
our decision is taken, we ought never to change our minds. Widi a 
steadfast heai^ anything can be attained. Give us talent; the day will 
come when FU regttt the time Fve wasted. 
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A major source o£ consolatioii is the fact that pu can’t simultaneously 
be an eiqpert in everything. You formulate an elevated idea of yourself 
by observing your superiority in a certain line, your mind is stimulated 
by this reflection, you compare yourself to those who are inferbr to pu, 
pu develop a feeling of superiority to them; then you are mortified to 
see that they are more successful than you in some other line that often 
is the principal sulqect of their attention. It would be too cruel for the 
same man to have evtfry kind of superiority; I even wonder if the ap- 
parent happiness he'd get from this wouldn’t quiddy &de into bore- 
dom. It’s essential, however, to try to attain this superiority, because, 
thot^ never absolute, it does exist, more or less, and usually is die 
source of' success; moreover, it gives a feeling of assurance that is al- 
most always the decisive factor in success. 

I believe, for instance, that one of these days I’ll do something in the 
dieatrical line. The draft of Selmourt, of Lt Manage i la. Mode, of Les 
Qmproquos, the ideas of L’ Aventurier Nocturne, the tragedies of te 
Soldat Croise Revenant chez ses Parents and AriodanP seem to justify 
this confidence. My mind, which is constantly occupied, always drives 
me to seek instruction which may justify my hopes. As soon as there is 
an opportunity to improve myself and have a good time, I need to re- 
mind myself that I must acquire worldly experience to be able to choose 
my pleasures. After that, how can I be surprised to be awkward with 
women, not to succeed with them and to shine in society only when the 
argument gets heated or the conversation turns on the multitude of 
characters or passions (h^t form my continual subject of study? 

38 Mes'sidor []tdy /y].— Received official notice of the confirmation of my 
rank of sub-lieutenant in the 6th Regiment. 

You must be very distrustful; mankind in general merits it; but 
never let your mistrustfulness be noticed. 

6 Thermidor [Judy 25]. — General Michaud offered to give me permission 
to return to France. 

to Thermidor [July 29].— A great torchlight fete in honor of the patriots 
who were imprisoned at^Carrara. Concert, illumination by day and 
balk I heard a castrato who was rather good. 

12 Thermidor [July J/].— It looks as though the air of Brescia is making 
the French forget the gallantry which has always been one of their dis- 
tinguishing marks. Adjutant ^mmander Cacault kicked up a terrible 
row with Mme. Carrara [Michaud]. Quesnel has just kicked up an- 
other with Signora Caljni, at whose home he is staying. He tnade a 
move as if to jump out the window. A minute later, she came into his 
room at the head oi her oUiging Cisalpines and servants to attack him, 
she hurled a cane at Quesnel’s head; ver^ solemnly, he hurled it back at 
*ndes of {days he had written or was planning to write. 
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her and sent her packing with great dignity, Martinengo^ the municipal 
officer* Percheron’s host, took it upon himself to oust QuesneL 
/j Thermidor ‘ [August /].— ‘The negligent man becomes attached 
neither to things nor persons, but derives enjoyment from all, takes the 
best of what is within reach, without envying a higher rank or worry- 
ing about less desirable positions: to please him, provide him with 
every .means of pleasing, and, since he lacks the strength for either 
friendship or hatred, you can be nothing more than agreeable or in^ 
different to him.*' 

Adile de Sinange [novel by Mme. de Souza] 
Such principles can never be mine: they’re diametrically opposed to 
everything I am. But I believe I’d be far happier if I came sli^tly 
closer to them. I’d please people less, but I’d be more generally ap- 
preciated, and that’s worth more. Besides, as soon as I fell in love, my 
character jvould take the upper hand in short order. 


BRITISH PUBLISHER’S NOTE 

At this point a passage occurs in the American edi- 
tion — ^a passage translated of course from Stendhal — 
which we have deleted, as we do not consider it so 
important that we ought in decency to risk a prosecution 
for obscenity by publishing it. We take the opportunity, 
however, of protesting against a state of affairs that 
places the publisher of a book by a genius in so degra- 
ding a position. 


li Thermidor [August 6]. — I received a letter from Le Baron infornung 
me that I’ve been transferred from the 6th Company to the 4th, under 
the orders of Debelle. 'The 4th is at Bra, opposite Cherasco, Depart- 
ment of Tanaro. 

Everything is beginning to resemble the hubbub of a country hur. 

.The opera starts on the 20th. 

20 Thermidor [August 8]. — ^Brescia is quite a pretty town of medium size 
situated at the foot of a little mountain. It is sheltered from the nordi 
wind by its fort, situated on a ridge of the mountain. The town, which 
is practically mund, is 600 toises in diameter. The people go walkiqg 
on the Milan highway, which is nothing but a treeless road. 

The families in Brescia are very large. The Martinengos have seven 
or eight big houses, and the Gambaras three or four. The prettiest 
woman in town is Signora Calini. Signora Martinengo is quite a beauti- 
ful woman. 
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2f ThermUor [Aug^a /j]^Even the man with the best mind is dbange- 
•Ue; he goes thioagh periods of animation, but they don't last. If he is 
wise, ndwn diey're over he’ll say little, write nothing and won’t attempt 
to exercise his inos^gination (his noost strenuotu efforts would produce 
nothing name than memories) or to make an effect through brilliant 
tallies (he’d only be awkward). He should make his dress, behavior 
and speech conform to the sute in which he feels himself to be. That 
day, he should go to tee<he men and women of his acquaintance who 
he knows like calm and regularity. Most important of all, he should 
avoid his rivals. They would make him forget his good resolutions, and 
then it would be a simple matter for them to make him ridiculous. 

a Fnulidor [Augutt ao].— In order to be instructive, a trip ought to be a 
tort cd critique of the variow things you encoimter. When I arrived in 
Italy, I wasn’t familiar with France; therefore, my voyage can only be 
use^ when I am familiar with France or some other country, and am 
thus able to make comparisons. 

m nearly always be mistaken if I think that a man has only a single 
character. 

25 Fruetidor [September /a].— Joinville, Marignier, Mazeau, Augustin 
Pedet, Signora Grua [Angelina Pietragrua], La Gaforim, Grua, 
Gilett4 etc. went throu^ here on their way to Venice. I’d have gone 
along with them if there had been room in one of the three carriages. 


Second Notebook 

Memoirs to Serve for the History of My Life 


ut CompUmentary Day, Year IX [September 18, /So/].— 1 left Brescia 
for Bra at half>past five this morning on horseback with my servant, my 
horses carrying the luggage. Dined at Chiari and slept in . . . , a miser- 
able hunlet where I was vciy uncomfortable. Had an inflammatory 
fever. 

and Complementary Day [September /p]^^ left my dis m al inn at eight 
o’clock. Went to Cawno for dinner; there I renmd a sedMo which 
cost fifteen lire and tock me to Milan in two houn. I^s fully six leagues 
from Cassano to Milan, and nineteen from Brescia, 
jnd Complementary Day [Sfytember ao].!— Saw M. Gonel, surgeon and 
friend General Mi^ud. 

^ Camplemenkny Day [September a/Jf—I’ve made a number of pur^ 
dusea. I oadMd a letw of exchaqge’lw 6M lire, vdikl^ together with 
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die 3U lire I receii^ at Breaeia £rom AIlier» the paymaster, makes 913 
lire. 

Sth Complementary Day {September 33]/— Paid Jdnville the 10s lire diat 
Ferdinand lent me. Itought a past of stable trousers which cost 54 lire. 
Had my helmet fixed, which cost 8 lire. Bought some steel spurs for 
6 lire, and 53 lire worth of ofScer’s stripes; an English grammar, 3 lire; 
three and a quarter brasses of cloth at jjS lire a brasse = 135 lire; a 
brasse of white cashmere, 14 lire so sous; buttons, 16 lire 10 sous; paid 
die tailor 30 lire. Those are the apenditures I remember; tog^hea 
with the 103 lire, they make 403 lire. On the 4th Complemencuy Day, 
I had 1,000 lire; subtract 402, remains 598. 

I ^endimiaire. Year X [September 23, /&>/].— 'Minister Petiet gave a 
grand ball in the Palace of the Consulta. In the morning, there were 
maneuvers at the Foro Bonaparte before General Murat and his entire 
staff. The 12th Dragoons paraded Very badly. Foy, as commander of 
the city, led the maneuvers. 

In t^ evening the theater was lit up as brightly as in daytime; there 
was a free performance and afterward a madced ball. At midnight, 
the crowd was so large that it was impossible to get in; I moved 
forward three steps in half an hour. There weren’t any fireworks at 
the Foro. 

4 Vendimmre [September 26]^— I left the Albergo del Falcone at half- 
past four on the front seat of a vettura. The vettarino drove me and my 
luggage to Tortona for twenty-nine lire. My servant followed with die 
horses. 

We reached Pavia at noon. I found a bookseller there who'had die 
latest publications, but at triple the price of Paris. 

We continued on our way. At two o’clock, we crossed the Ticino on 
a covered bridge. Five miles from there, we crossed the Po on a pon- 
toon bridge lengthened by a ferry; we walked over the former bed of 
the river. We finally arrived at Vqghera at eight o’clock after gready 
fearing an attack. 

5 Vendimimre [September 37].'— We left Voghera at half-past four this 
niorning. From Voghera to Tortona, the road is beautiful; you have a 
view of the mountains nearly all the way. Travelers are often attadced 
on this road. 

I reached Tortona at seven o’clock. This town lies at the bottom cff a 
hill which used to be a very strong fortress-now entirely razed. I en- 
countered some Dragoons of the 8th who were on furloq^ ftom 
Calabria, vdlere their regiment is. They told me that there was an 
epidemic there. They’d stayed a whole month in a carriage, in order to 
get firom Calabria to Voghera. I taw them again at Asd. At noon, I left 
Tortona on horsdiack; £oe seven Ure^ I hired an ass, which carried nqr 
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portmanteaus to Alessandria. Coining out o£ Tortona, the road is 
barely cut through; you cross the Stafiora. This district is always full of 
brigands because it*s easy for them to escape to the mountains. Three 
leagues from Tortona, I saw the &mou$ batdefield of Marengo; sev- 
eral shattered trees and numerous bones of man and horse are still 
there. I passed by it fifteen months and fifteen days after 25 Prairial, 
the day of the battle. I saw a column erected this year on the first anni- 
versary; it’s piddling. 'Before arriving in Alessandria, I crossed the 
Bormida, quite a large stream; I entered Alessandria and put up at 
the Albergo d’Atalia, where they fleeced me roundly. Alessandria is 
the principal town of this department, which is under the command of 
General Spital, former chief of staff of the left wing; they say he makes 
as much as 1,200 Piedmont francs a day through smuggling in grain 
from Liguria. That’s all arranged between the prefect and hii;a. 

6 VendAniaire [September 2S \. — left Alessandria at six o’clock; a vet-^ 
turino took me to Asti for twelve lire. I arrived in the evening at the 
Lion d’Or, where I had to pay very dear. A vetturino took me from 
Asti to Bra for a gold louis. 

7 Venddmiaire [September /a]. — reached Bra at six in the evening. I put 

up at La Bonne Femme. I immediately went to see Commander Remy, 
commanding officer of the 3rd and 4^ squadrons, which are together 
at Bra. Citizen Debelle, my captain, was out hunting. I arranged to 
take my meals with Commander Remy, Debelle, Jobert, Moutonnet, 
Hautmont^ Cachelot and the contractor. 

S Vendemiaire [September 30].— I put up at the home of the physician 
Fazz 61 i% Bn old miser. 

10 Vendimiaire [October 2]. — went hunting with Captain Debelle. 
While very hot, I waded across an arm of the Stura, which gave me 
flatulent colic and horrible pains for a week. I took decoctions of 
quinine and a few grains of opium, which cured me. At present, I only 
feel pain resulting from the pox and the mercury. 

/ Brummre [October 23].— Chief Remy received an order to take the 3rd 
and 4th squadrons to Fossano on the 3rd. I’ll leave Bra with pleasure, 
because this little town has nothing in its favor except its charming 
position. We haven’t any society and there’s only one billiard table. 

3 Brummre [October zyj^We left Bra at eight this morning. We arrived 

at Fossano at one. I went to see Mme. la Comtesse Dijon, Garavac’s 
mistress, who’s a woman of great intelligence. 

4 Brumaire [October 26].— We left at ei^t o’dodt for Saluzzo, where we 

arrived at two. I was terribly tired. 

5 Brummre [October 27].— I had a fever and was very depressed. I sent 

for* M. D^tas, an excdlknt physician ci this town, who made me 
vomit I was bled three times, ii> addition m the ten leedies odikh were 
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applied the 3rd. Finally, after much sweating, I got up 16 Brumaire 
and was well. 

j8 Brumaire [November 9].— The bell of the Commune of Saluzzo rang 
in honor of 18 Brumaire^ and the peace with England. 

The town of Saluzzo is situated half on the sbpes of a hill and half 
on the level ground at the bottom of the hilL The nobles live near die 
castle on the hill, while the bourgeois and all the business places are 
below. )^early all the shops are beneath the arcades which are at the 
left of the square as you arrive, imd which are very animated. The 
ramp from the lower town to the secdon above is very steep. There 
are streets that twist and turn and goniphill quite gradually; there are 
tUso little passageways with steps made of big stone blocks which are 
absolutely perpendicular. 

18 Frimmre [December 9].— Still sick or convalescent I was bled twice 
more. I’m linaily feeling better. I’ve been staying in the lower town at 
the home of Citizen Chiesa since the 6th. There’s a likelihood of my 
going to spend a month in Grenoble. 

This morning while I was reading Bitaub^’s translation of the 
Odyssey, it occurred to me that Penelope was a superb sulqect for a 
tragedy. The great advantage is that you can present characters who 
are already known to the audience— IJlysses, Telemachus, Penelope; 
among the suitors, all that could be desired, the impetuous Antinous, 
the prudent Eurymachus, the faithful Eumaeus and Eurycleia, Ulysses’ 
nurse. 

19 Frimahre [December /o]. — ^I’m still tormented by illness. I’ll get out 
tomorrow. 

To inspire in a woman a high opinion of one’s learning is a sure 
means of gaining one’s end. Heroes have intervals of fear, poltroons 
moments of bravery, and virtuous women moments of weakness. It’s a 
great art to be capable of discerning and benefiting from these mo- 
ments. 

Nearly all life’s misfortunes come from our hilse notions about the 
things that befall us. To know mankind thoroughly and to judge 
qvents sanely is consequendy a great stride toward happiness. 

2/ Frimaire [December /a].— According to a long conversation I’ve just 
had with M. Depetas, whom I believe to be an excellent physician, it 
looks as though my habitual malady is boredom. A lot of exercise, a 
lot of work and the avoidance of solitude will cure me. I believe I’d do 
well to be very active all my life. M. Depetas told me I had some symp- 
toms of nostalgia and melancholy. 

af Frimaire [December ao].— I have fever every night. I’m waiting im- 
patiendy ior my sick leave. Faure wrote me today that, since i Fri- 
*The anniversary of the day Napoleon seized power. 
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he's been troiktiig twelve boon i day with i banker in die Rue 

Tiidb^ 

1 was born January 33* 1785, in Grenoble Rue Vieux>Jdsuites. I left 
for Paris 8 Bruinaire, Year VIIL 1 arrived there the 19^1 of the same 
month. I left 17 Flordal, i^ter a stay of five months a^ twenty^elg^t 
days. I arrived in Geneva the 38th the same month. I left 3 Prairial 
for Milan. 1 was made a sub>lieuttnant i Vendfmialret Year IX, and 
assigned to the 6th Dragoons i Brumaire. I became General Michaud’s 
aideKle<amp 13 Prairial, Year IX, and I left him at Brescia to r^oin the 
corps on the First Complementary Day of the same year. I arrived at 
Bra, where was stationol the 4th Company, in which I am a sub> 
lieutenant) 7 Vendfmiaire, Year X. 



Love in Theory and Practice 


HENRI BEYLE, with customary disregard for military authority, took it 
upon himself to stretch his month’s furlough into three. Only in April 
1802 did he leave Grenoble— not to rejoin his regiment, but to set out for 
Paris. He later explained his change of plans in various ways: be fled to 
the capiul in pursuit of a woman he loved, was one; he was bored with 
his army companions and wanted to live in Paris “as a philosopher, ” was 
another. 

The latter idea seems to have been uppermost in his mind upon his 
arrival, for a few hours later he was busy drawing up a program for study 
and meditation. But this was soon forgotten, since, if he had fallen “in 
bve with glory’*— the gbry of Moliire^e had foUen even more in bve 
with bve. 

During his stay in Grenoble, he had glimpsed a girl of exactly his own 
age by the name of Victorine Mounier, the elder daughter of a family 
which has its paragraph in the'history of France. Her father, }ean-Joseph 
Mounier, a former protfg^ of Beyle’s grandfother, had risen from a 
humble drapery clerk to a judge in the Grenoble bw courts. Aedve in the 
agitation that led up to the French Revolution, he was elected secretary 
of the assembly of the three estates at Vi^e in 1788, and moved the vote 
of protest that was sent to the King. As deputy to the States General at 
Versailles the folbwing year, he was largely responsible for the Tennis 
Court Oath, which pigged the deputies of the Third Estate not to dis- 
band until a consdtutbn was granted. 

At this point, Mounier, who was no Jacolun, began to realize that events 
were rushing ahead of him at a dizzy rate. Having done his part in un- 
leadung the Revolutbn, he hastily withdrew and fled with his family first 
to Switzerland, then to Germany. He founded a school at Weimar fw the 
sons of eziled nobkmen, bu^ the advent of Napoleon, he gave up 
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teaching to return to Grenoble^ where he arrived a few weeks before 
Beyle. 

The latter, during his stay, apparently encountered the Mouniers only 
casually. He was not very sure what Victorine looked like, but no matter: 
with an imagination such as his, intangibility was an asset, reality a lia- 
bility. She immediately assumed the form of the ideal mistress he had 
been dreaming about since early childhood : she possessed, or so it seemed, 
a noble character, an adihirable melancholy, and, best of all, an *‘under- 
standing soul.” Beyond that, Victorine remained for him ”a name, a pair 
of eyes, a personality.” Several years later he wrote, “I loved her dearly 
and 1 saw her seven times in my life.” Such was the shadowy creature 
who haunted his imagination for a decade and who, he said, ”was the 
cause of my abandoning a military career and fleeing to Paris.” 

Whether by coincidence pr not, Beyle actually did reach the capital on 
the heels of the Mounier family. Once there, he had the disagreeable sur- 
prise of learning that M. Mounier had been appointed by Bonaparte as 
Prefect of the llle-et-Vilaine Department, and was to take over his duties 
a month later. Little hope seemed left that rainy May morning when, 
hiding in a doorway of the Rue Montmartre, he watched Victorine climb 
into the stagecoach and drive off for Rennes. 

But Beyle was not yet ready to admit defeat. If he had simulated a 
hearty friendship for Victorine's brother during those four weeks in 
Paris, it was solely in order to make him promise to write frequently. A 
pitiful resource of a desperate lover, for neither he nor young Mounier 
had any illusions about their fondness for each other. Indeed, Claude- 
Edouard-Philippe Mounier was the very type of individual that Beyle 
hated the most. Ambitious, calculating, devoid of spontaneity and passion, 
he was a model social opportunist and superior functionary, handsome, 
gracious, and empty. ”He’s the coldest man I know,” was Beyle's descrip- 
tion of him. 

While Beyle, driven by passion and caprice, was leading an irregular 
life of false starts and abrupt terminations, Edouard was steadily advanc- 
ing along the road that led to a brilliant social and administrative career. 
Friend and rival of literary celebrities, companion of nobility, favorite of 
kings and emperors, he passed easily from distinction to distinction. At 
the age of twenty-six he was already Baron Mounier, secretary and 
protege of Napoleon. The second restoration saw him under the protec- 
tion of the Due de Richelieu, head of the royal police, officer of the Legion 
of Honor, and Peer of Frsgice. And this was the man through whom the 
harum-scarum Henri Beyle hoped to reach the heart of the melancholy 
Victorine! 


When three weeks had passed with no letter from Edouard, Beyle re- 
signed himself to making the fir$t itiove. tiere beeuMMHj||||^traordii^^ 
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one-way correspondence, the key to which is to be found among Beyle’s 
notes: **Mirabeau wrote letters to Sophie which had to pass before the 
eyes of M. Lenoir, giving them. the appearance of being written for 
M. Lenoir as much as for Sophie • • . The art of writing to two per- 
sons . • 

The curious products of this experiment in ‘^the art of writing to two 
persons” form the major part of the section which follows, and their in- 
clusion is justified, I believe, by the fact that, since there is little in the 
way of a diary for 1802 and 1803, they-are an invaluable commentary on 
his life at this period. It is hardly necessary to add that the flattering pic- 
tur^hey build up is almost entirely fiction. The less brilliant truth we can 
glimpse from the scraps of his diary and from other sources, which tell 
of his struggle to learn Shakespeare’s language from an Irish friar, of his 
resignation from the army, of his “battle” (flirtation) with the difficult 
Adile Rebuffel and her facile mother, and especially of the months spent 
at the end of 1802 studying philosophy and the drama in an attic room 
across from' the Louvre. 

Here he lived “as solitary and as mad as a Spaniard, a thousand leagues 
from real life.” Always excessive, he “flooded” himself with coffee, thus 
tautening his nerves for the benefit of his “genius” but to the serious 
detriment of his health, and plunged into an orgy of heterogeneous read- 
ing. Still under the influence of his mathematical triumphs at school, he 
naively tried to reduce the art of writing comedies to an algebraic for- 
mula. Doggedly, he sought, as he was to seek for many years, the open 
sesame to greatness. 

It seemed to him at the time that the password lay in La Pharsale, a 
grandiose composition in twelve cantos which was to be “the first epic 
written about the Romans.” With youthful optimism he intended to in- 
clude all time and all subjects in this heroic masterpiece, making it “a vast 
encyclopedia of beauties,” as perfectly proportioned as St. Peter’s in Rome! 
Among other things, it was to be built around the time-honored conflict 
of love and duty, and to glorify Caesar — ^the same Caesar who, in his 
republican fervor of the following years, he was to hate above all 
men.* 

Even in this puerile concoction, there was a glimmer of Stendhal, for 
he was already intent on finding the “maximum” of passion in races and 
individuals. “There has been a people for each passion,” he noted, “and, 
during this people’s existence, there has been a period when this passion 
has manifested itself the most clearly and intensely. I must place such of 
my heroes as are motivated by this passion among the people most thor- 
oughly imbued with it, at the time of its most powerful manifestation. I 
must study this passion in the monuments of this people: its poetry, his- 
tory, sculpture, painting, etc.” The impulse to write epics about the 
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Ronttns fortunately did not last very long^ but diis preocetqpation with die 
paattOns Vras the work of his entire life. 

In his garret he dreamed by the hour. When he looked up hom his 
bobki^ the majesdc colonnade of the old Louvre opponte hit udndow met 
his eye and inspired him with visions of gbry. "Every evemng," he wrote 
his sister, ‘1 see the sun, the moon and aU the stars go down behind those 
galleries which have witnessed the grand siicle. I imagine I see the shades 
of the Grand Cond4 of Vouis XIV, of Corneille, of Pascal concealed be* 
hind those great columns looking down on the passage of the men who 
are their descendants, and prominng the wretches a sanctuary in their 
midst." And he never doubted that he too was destined to be gathered up 
into the midst of those seventeentlMentury masters. “I must go entirely 
out my century,” he wrote in his notebook, “and consider myself to be 
beneath the eyes of the great men of the century of Louis XTV. I must 
always urork for the twentieth century.” 

Thus, in the few months covered by the following pages, we can catch 
a glimpse of Stendhal as he was all his hfe— occupied above all else with 
literature and kve. He failed dismally in both, for he was sdll a bit of a 
provincial bumpkin. But his time was not completely wasted: in the un> 
certain groundwork he had laid, there were a few firm' spots on which he 
could build in the eventful next few years. 


1802-4 Grenoble— Paris— Grenoble 

Grenoble. Today, 18 Pluviose [February y].— Alphonse Pfrier came to 
see me in my room in the Grande-Rue at five o’clock and stayed till 
nine. Fdiix Faure came over at six and also stayed till nine. We talked 
about Shakespeare and banking. Alphonse read Thompson’s poem be- 
ginning, “but happy, etc ” 

He told me he went to mass at the Eghse Saint-Andrf, which was 
reopened today. Mmes. Marion and de Viennois, who took up the col- 
lecdon, adeed for him by name; he only had an feu of three Uvres and 
a twelve>sol piece. He pot in the three livres, and went home to get 
Kune more money. There’s a character trait for you. The way he told 
about it was remarkable. You could see his sha^ at putting in only 
duee livres at firsts and then the pleasure he experienced at putting 
insixltyres. 

He ttdd us he didn't attach any vahjf to possesnng a woman, tiiat 
he could understand the was why a man dioidd want to 
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k«ep B woman. Faure has an unreapontivc diameter and no mistake. 

At Lyon, as he was returning from England, Alphonse met a lawyer 
of diirty-three (a very lively imagination but very little education) 
who, ndiile he was in Lyon, purchased an alum factory in the South o£ 
Fiance without seeipg it and merely after looking over the plans and 
inventories. 

Alphonse said to him, "But aren't you ahaid of being fleeced?” 
"You surprise me,” said the Englishman. "You’re the sixteenth person 
who’s asked me the same thing. Is there, then, so little honesty in 
France?” 

sAnd P6’ier told us that really he had found more honesty in Eng- 
land. He told us that he’d felt a rightening of the heart upon arriving in 
England and seeing that everything was completely different. Igno- 
rance of the language undoubtedly contributed much to this fact. 

Almost the only thing played in England is Shakespeare. The plays 
prized the most highly are Othello (Ocello), Hamlet and Richard III. 
The En^h >re particularly fond of Richard III: i. because the sulqect 
is national, a. because there’s a lot of pomp in it 

The national spirit is far stronger in England than in France, 
ry VentSse \March 4].— At seven o’clock in the evening, she* was prac- 
ticing a symphony by Haydn which she was to play the same evening 
at Mme. Pfrier’s. 

I arrived in Grenoble on . . . Nivdse, Year X. 

I had a fairly good time up to 13 Nivdse. I danced in several social 
circles and at ^e Redoubt 

1$ Germinal [April 5].— I left on horseback at seven in the morning for 
Les Echelles. I had thirty-four louis, four of which were from my grand- 
father; I arrived at Les Echelles. I left on the ... for Lyon In the stage- 
cbach. 

I arrived in Paris 25 Germinal [April 15];* I came in a Gouge 
calriolet a bracket seat cost me forty-eig^ livres. 

There’s oae-thing quite simple— if you’re going to accomplish some- 
thing, you’ve got to work, and work with a fresh mind. The proper 
tinie for that Appears to be in the morning. I think I’ll be able to go 
to bed at tea o’clock, at the conclusbn of the performance at the 
theater. In that case, I can get up at six o’clock and I’ll have four hours 
of good work from ux to ten. I don’t know whether that’s ttte time 

^Possibly Victorine Mouiikr, with vdiom Beyle was in love. 

*A]i his life Beyle got hit dates mixed iq>. Many tunes in die diaries he ^ 
several days go by without writing and then went back and gave the entries 
the proper 4btet--iMily to forget immediately and write of events that took 
place later &aa fhe date of the entry. Thus, in this case, he m a de die entry 
Apifl 15 or later, ddmi^ he da t ed it ^ fifdi. 
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of day when you're most fii^ but I fully realize that it's the only part 
of the day when I can work more or less uninterruptedly. I could live 
near the Tuileries and rouse myself every morning by taking a half 
hour's walk. One reads very badly in bed, and there's nothing worse 
than to read badly. This time badly empbyed is wasted the next day. 
When I don't care to go to the theater, I can use the time between five 
and nx o'clock for a ;ivalk, and from six to ten for work. 

I began taking English lessons 13 FlorfaL Stopped after three days. 
Began again i Prairial with Dowtram. 

She 1 ^ 25 Flor&d for Rennes. 

Letter to Edouard Mounter, Paris, ij Prairial, Year X [June 6, 1802].— 
So that's what the promises of friends are worth! When you left, you 
swore you'd unite me; you'd let me hear from you the day after you 
reached Rennes. The days have passed, nearly a month has gone by, 
and the newspapers are the only things that have let me know you 
are still alive. 

I realize that your time has been uken up; you've seen new places, 
made new acquaintances, acquired new fnends. Is that any reason 
to neglect the old ones? As for me, 1 sec inconstancy daily, but I'm not 
yet capable of understanding it In friendship, as in love, once two 
people have seen each other, once their souls have communed, is it 
possible for them to change? But I'm ready to forgive you on condition 
that you write soon and often. 

Since your departure, all Paris has flocked to [Beaumarchais's] Le 
Manage de Figao; aU the elegant women whose beauty or adventures 
are celebrated went to show off their charms, and I must confess that I 
found the show in the loges far more interesting than the one on the 
stage. I was highly dissatisfied with Dugazon, who turned the witty 
Figaro into a dull buffoon. Fleury, as Almaviva, and Mile. Contat, as 
the countess, performed in a way that was mediocre enough, but on 
the other hand Mile. Maas interpreted the role of the page Chf rubin 
divinely. I've never seen anything as moving as the young man at the 
feet of the countess he worships taking leave of her to depart with the 
army; on both sides, those restrained sentiments which they dare not 
avow, their eyes which understand each other so well, though their 
lips dare not speak. Wluit picture could be more natural and at the 
same time more intereftiqgl 

... I am trying to isolate myself as much as posnble; I'm work- 
ing hard on my English, and reading Virgil and Jean-Jacques [Rous- 
seau] over and over again. I eiqiect to#get rid of my uniform before 
ku^ and to be able to settle do^ in Paris. Not that this city appeals 
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to me more than another; but, as it's not possible to be where I'd like 
to spend my life, this is the one that provides me with the best means 
of continuing my education. . 

Perhaps the day will come when I can live in the only land where 
happiness exists for me; in the meantime, dear friend, write me often; 
kind hearts are so rare that they can't draw too close together. 

Transmit, I beg you, the homage of my respect to Monsieur your 
father, as well as to Mile. Victorine. 

HAPPINESS AND FRIENDSHIP, 

H. B. 

Lettgr to Edouard Mounter, Paris, i6 Messidor, Year X [July $, t9o2 \. — 
I only received your letter today, my 'dear Edouard, upon returning 
from Fontainebleau, where I spent several days himdng and talking 
with my general [Michaud]. He was set on taking me back as his 
aide-de-camp and having me appointed a lieutenant; for niy part, I 
was determined to hand in my resignation, and the day before yester* 
day I did so. Thus, I became a free citizen again .on 12 Messidor.^ 

What kind of an idea do you have of our letters anyway, my dear 
Mounier? Are we writing each other for the purpose of exercising 
our wit or in order to communicate frankly what we feel? Write me 
from your heart and I'll never fail to be satisfied. It's in vain that 
you may joke about my passing loves; you, just like the next one. 
Monsieur Philosopher, will be the first to be swept off your feet by 
women who are frivolous and ardent. With a bit of coquetry, one of 
them will have an easy time convincing you that you worship her and 
that she loves you a little. You'll be madly in love for a couple of 
months, you’ll think you’ve found the only woman on earth who’s 
capable of making you happy. But youll soon find out that she has 
done the same thing tx> a score of others that she has done to you. 
You’ll curse her, you’ll be furious at yourself. A bit later, you’ll find a 
lovable woman with an entirely different character, the only woman 
of her kind; this one is as reserved and gentle as the other was lively 
and brilliant. Sure of victory, she doesn’t take the initiative but leaves 
it vp to you to make the advances, and greets you with apparent cool- 
ness which a tender look quickly contradicts. You’re enraptured, you’re 
the happiest of men; this time you’ve made no mistake. Alas, a fort- 
night later you discover her playing the same role with some other 
man! 

Soon wearied of diis commerce of deception, you will get used to 
looking on women as merely charming children with whom it’s per- 
missible to trifle but to whom one should never become attached. 
When this happens, you’ll become what’s called debonair. You’ll make 
*Aiu>dier example cf Beyle’s extremely vague concept of dates. 
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light of everythifig, youll be esterprittng, you’ll court all the pretty 
avomen you meet and they’ll find you delightful 

But all of a sudden youll come across a woman in whose presence 
all your assurance will vanish; you’ll try to speak to her and the words 
will eapire on your lips; you*U try to be amiable and you*U only be able 
to utter commonplaces, llien, believe me, my dear Mounier, if absence 
only makes your heart,giow fender, if the things you like most become 
dull and boring, it’s in vain that you may struggle to resist; youVe in 
love and in love for life. 

Remember that you pledged me complete candor; you needn’t fear 
my severity. 

Non iguara matt, miserit succerrere disco. 

You see that Fve taken your advice and am reading the Aeneid from 
time in time. 

I find your Friday gatherings splendid; I can see Mile. Victorine 
from here dmng the honors of the house, and you. Signor Prefetdno, 
distributing puns right and left; I regret only one thing— not to be 
one of the general’s aides-deomp fer whom you have such a hospitable 
welcome. 

Tell me what’s gtung on and being said, in a word tell me whether 
they’re good fellows, and above all answee vast to voim svbrlastinq 

VUEND. 

H. B. 

Thernudfir [J$dy-Augtist]i—Vm in love with Ad^; she shov^ her 
preference fer me in a thousand ways. She gave me a lock of hair. 

6 Fruetidw {August a^]<— Big luncheon. She told me at two o’clock in 

the embrasure of the window in the sabn t^t she’d been in love with 
Garden fer a long time. I asked for her friendship. 

7 Fructidor [Augttst 2 $]t—l answered Cardon. I went to Mme. Rebufiel’s 

at seven o’clock, Mme. Le Brun and M. and Mme. Mure were there. 
They left at nine o’clock.^ stayed till a quarter past eleven. I put on a 
very sad look. I held forth on my violent character. During the last 
hour, I had a conversation of double meanings widi A<fele and Mm^ 
RebuffeL The latter gave me a date for half-past one the next day. I 
wrote to Ad^ on a vdltnne of FL, "Brama asssi, poeo spen, nuBc 
rAsnfe''— widi for much, hope fer litde, ask fer nothing. 

8 Fructidor {August 26]ii-*Tbree times and, snuffing the caudle, 1 eth 
countered Ad^ I idssed her as 1 1^ at a quarter to four* 

p Fructiicr {August saw Mme. Rdniffid at seven o’clock in the 
.mning. I feond M. Rebuffiel ihereyfand he greeted me widi the 
||featmkindi>eM.IfetWBboufel Vent to bed adds R. [Mine. Rt^^ 
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AdHe returned at d^en o’clock. She treated me widi the moit natural 
indifference 

10 Fmaidor [^August a8]r-We went to the Bob de Boulogne in beaudBil 
weather. I returned. Adde treated me with charming familiarity, at 
the same time telling me she was thinking of Arras.^ I beHeve Mme. 
Rebuffel was a little suspicious and told her not to let herself be kissed. 

It Fructidor [August 39].-^unday. They were to go to M. Guastalla’s. I 
went with F. to Versailles. Charming fireworks, set off fixnn the top 
of the Msirlborough Tower. The Petit Trianon, a deli^itful garden. 

12 Fructidor [August jo]j— I had a two-hour t£te.^*t£te with M. Rebuffel. 
I^w Adde a moment. I was rather gay. She told me die didn’t want 
* to read any more novels. I’m convinced that her mother’s suspidons 
ate aroused. 

21 Fructidor [September d]v— I went there in the morning. I feigned ex- 
treme coolness. In the evening, I found M. and Mme. Mure. Tender 
interest. She told me she was writing novels, that Mme. Rebuffel liked 
me. I went n»di the latter to Frascati where I remained till midnight. 

33 Fructidor [September had a date at seven in the evening. 

2g Fructidor [September /o].— I feigned complete indifference. AdMe 
teased me in a thousand ways. I scoffed at all that. 

26 Fructidor [September j^].— AdMe treated me as she did when I 
thought she loved me. 

37 Fructidor [September I told her what I think: that she’s always 
play-acting. She promised to tell me the truth. I went out a moment 
widi Mme. Rebuffel. When we came back, we found her almost asleep; 
she told us she’d just passed the happiest half hour of her life. 

28 Fructidor [September /5].'—She dined at Isidore’s. I went to see the 
mother at eight o’-clock. The story of Fanny. AdMe came back at half- 
past ten. She shook hands with me. I reproached her for liking the 
country. 

39 Fructidor [September / 6 ].— Nothing decisive on my part. She didn’t 
shake hands with me. They’re leaving for the country tomorrow and 
will stay there till Wedne^y. 

My pay for six months at 95 livres a month is due me. Joinville has 
the papers. 


I owe Faure 104 livres 

For my watch 73 “ 

To Alpy 144 “ 

To Douenne, taibr 60 " 

Total 

’Edeuard Csrdon wm in die Iowa of Anas. 


380 livres 
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Letter to Edouard Mounter, Paris, ist Complementary Day, X [Sep- 
tember j8, i8o2]i—l haven’t written you £or two months, my de'ar 
Edouard, because I was plunged in somber melancholy and 1 didn’t 
want to say anything about it to my freinds. But they tell me your 
Either has iallen out with your bishop. Give me the fullest details 
about this, I beg you. The cause of philosophy defended by the greatest 
of my fellow citizens tpakes my blood boil. 

Adieu, my dear friend. Be so kind as to convey my respects to Mile. 
Victorine. Aren’t you coming to Paris this winter? 

H. B. . 

Notes in the. diaries at the end of 1802 .— 1 wrote her [AdMe] 7 Vende- 
miaire aihd she rejected my letter. I gave her another 25 Vend^miake. 
At present, 20 Brumaire, we have practically fallen out. 

Cardon told me he had sought her out because she looked like a 
mistress with whom he used to be in love. 

I took lessons from Dowtram for only one month; on 16 Messidor, 
I took M. Jeky, an Irish Franciscan recommended to me by Theophile 
Barrois and with whom I’m very well satisfied. 

I’ve been working exclusively on English since 20 Vendemiaire, 
and will continue until i Frimaire, when I mtend 'to take a Greek 
teacher. 

On 13 Vendemiaire, I. started riding horseback at the Provence rid- 
ing school. I paid seven louis for three months. 

On 3 Vendemiaire, I received 860 hrancs from Messrs. Doyen for my 
allowa^e until Fructidor. 

I handed in my resignation at the beginning of Fructidor. 

Faure and I roomed until 3 Frimaire [November 24] at the home of 
Mme. Bonnemain, Rue Neuve des Augustins, No. 736. 

I have been Mme. R. since the beginning of Fructidor. 

Effective i Brumaire, my father gave me a credit of 150 livres with 
Messrs. Pfrier. I had asked him for 234, and he’ll have to give me 
that amount because I need it. 

My regiment is still at Sftvigliano. 

Mante is here, learning banking with Messrs. Pfrier. 

Letter to Edouard Mounier, Paris, 2t NivSse, XI [January 11, /S03].— 
What was there to say to you, my dear Edouard, during six months 
of my life given over to utter folly? At last I’ve known the passion 
that my ardent youth desired with such ardor. But now that pleasant 
gallantry has replaced somber love, after being laughed ^t so much 
^ my friends, I can laugh at it with you. Yes, my friend, I was in love, 
aild m love in a strange manper, with, a young lady whom I had no 
HKtre than glimpsed and who only xeward^ the deepest love with her 
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contempt. But all that is over at last: I no longer have the time to 
dream; I dance nearly every day. In my capacity of a madcap, I 
confided myself to the keeping of my friends, who could find no better 
way of curing me than to make me fall in love. Accordingly, I became 
smitten with the very pretty wife of a banker; I danced with her 
several times; I got myself introduced into her circle. I’ve just sent 
her my 6fth letter; she sent back three unread, she tore up the first; 
according to the rules, she ought to read the fifth, and reply to the 
sixth or seventh.^ Six months ago, she married the brilliant equipage 
and the two millions of a simpleton ^^ho’s silly enough to be jeabus 
ot*her — jealous of a Parisian womani He’s picked the -right time for 
it; ril have some fun yet with that lout! The day before yesterday, 
he put on a priceless comedy in front of me I Malii had given me her 
handkerchief to take care of for her; she left much earlier than she 
had planned, with the result that Mr. Husband came to look for me 
during a^quadrille I was dancing at the other end of the hall in order 
to ask for his wife’s belongings. He was so ridiculously serious while 
running this pretty errand that everyone burst out laughing; I’m still 
laughing as I write you about it. Last night he had the sulks, and, 
when I said I w'^s delighted to see swords and embroidered coats 
coming back in style, he put on a judicious look and said it was but 
one excuse more for addlepates to disturb society. 

Everyone is congratulating me on my rapid progress. I’m Mme. B.’s 
first lover; she’s turned down far better men than me. That’s what I 
keep telling myself in an effort to be proud, but the truth is that these 
pleasures of self-esteem are very, very short-lived. I experience a 
moment of enjoyment when, leaning on the arm of her chair, I make 
her smile, or twist up her handkerchief into a little man; but, when I 
try to take pride in the thought of how different my successes of this 
year are from those of last, I fall to dreaming. I recall the charming 
smile of her whom I still love in spite of myself. I feel tears coming 
to my eyes at the thought that I’ll never see her again— but here I am 
relapsing into my old vagaries; I’m a great fool, as you’ll agree. And 
yet, after all, what has this girl done to deserve so much love? She’d 
smile at me one day in order to have the pleasure of fleeing from me 
the next. She’s never let me say a word to her. I wrote to her only 
once, and she rejected my letter with scorn; in fine, of this love, which 
was so violent, the only token I still possess is a scrap of a glove. You’ll 
agree, dear Mounier, that my friends are right and that, for a Dragoon 
officer. I’m playing a fine role indeed. If only she had shown some 
love for me^ut the cruel girl has always taken pleasure in plaguing 

This is what happened when Julien Sorcl courted Mme, de Fenraques in 
Lg Rouge e$ le Noir. 
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me. Nq» die's notbing; bttt a coquette^ and tberefore I put out of 
injr iboqgbts forever, and, were I to see ber diis very moment. I'd be as 
indiddrent to ber as sbe was to me when my love was the most 
intense. 

But forgive me, my friend. I'm wearying you with my follies— it's 
the last time> I feel that I'm foigetting her. Am I not going to have the 
pleasure of seeing you this winter? Come for a little while -to see oiu: 
PAris now that it's at its most brilliant. I’m sure that, philosopher 
diougb you may be, it will appeal to you more than in the spring. In 
any case, I hope well be able to go grapegathering together in our 
Dauphinf . Come along, my dear Mounier, compare the gay peasants' 
of our valley with your Bretons. Isn't Mile. Victorine planning tp 
come too? In any case, ^ve her my regards, and believe in the enouess 

FBIBNDSHIP OF 

H. B. 

Letter to CMrubin Beyle, Paris, 12 VentSse, XI [March 

impossible, my dear papa, to be more grieved than I am to have given 
you cause for displeasure. I beg you to believe that it was entirely by 
inadvertence, and I assure you that I haven't a single feeling or thought 
which could offend you the least in the world. 

I am thoroughly aware of all I owe you, and in my heart I give 
thanks to you daily for permitting me to devote to my instruction a 
period employed by most young men in acquiring a fortune. This 
benefit is tdl the more valuable to me since, once this age is past, it's 
impossible to make up for it, and a man's whole life is but the devebp* 
ment of the qualities he 'has acquired in his youth. 

I don't understand how I copld have made a mistake in my accounts 
for Fructidor to the extent of overlooking the stun of too francs in my 
expenses. Yet it's certain that, outside of a few books. I've acquired 
nothing since I've been in Paris. With the exception of my two masters, 
each of whom costs me ^ sous a lesson. I've had no pleasure outside 
die theater. I never go anywhere but in the pit, which costs 44 sous 
here. Besides, this pleasure has the essential advantage of improving 
my pronunciation and curii^ me of my Allobtogian locutions. Even 
if I had nm been fond of Faure for a bng time, our habitual financial 
state would have forced us to become friends. One or the other of us 
is nearly always without mrmey, so we help each other wMle waiting 
for the first^ of the month. I wish, moreover, that you had someone 
here to watch my conduct: you'd see that I lead a wdll<ordered life and 
tibat I pass a lai^ part m my time in readiitg. I prefer by far the 
oompany of great men, to drat of the rhriveled souk I meet every- 
edn^. As thk taste baowfitk a hthit$ 1 soon forget dm pleanues drat 
aif ottt of my i»iclb 
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Letter to Edouard Mounter, Paris, xj VeoMte, XI [March 18, /fojJr-Do 
you reaUze diat you’re behaving very badly, my dear Mourner? 1 write 
you superb letters, four-page letters, and you let three months go by 
without showing any sign of life. That’s diocking; if you’re not dea^ 
I can’t excuse you. A stay of more than m months in Paris would be 
necessary to restore your former character. Give me some details of the 
carnival at Rennes. I’ve been enjoying myself here like a god. If you 
were here. I’d procure you the finest acquaintances in the world. Every 
Thursday, I go to a house where Mme. Rfoamier is present; there’s 
music; the mothers play cards, thdr daughters litde garner and we 
n^grly always end up by dancing. On l^ridays, I go to the hforais to a 
social circle of the ancien regime, where Tm called M. de* Beyle. There’s 
much talk of the reli^n of our fathers, and, after taking refreshment, 
the charming Abb£ Delille recites verse for us. Saturday, the best of 
all my evenings, we go to M. Dupuy’s where there are savants of all 
colors, languages and countries. Mile. Duchesnois frequently comes 
there with her master, Legouvel Gree^ is spoken there, do you realize 
what that means? If you were present, you would take the center 
of the stage. Really, I don’t understand how you can live in Rennes. 
Your credit is good, come to Paris. Get a job here and you won’t have 
any regret at len^’ing your Bretons. 

Is it true that you’re coming to Grenoble in die autumn? That 
would be splendid. I’m going to incredible trouble three times a week 
to learn the gavotte so I’ll be able to make some pretty litde girl of 
our COUNTRY show off. Will you be a witness of my successes? This 
pleasant hope would make me redouble my efforts. 

Come, my dear Edouard, bestir yourself and write me a couple (ff 
pages of gossip. A thousand respects to your father, as well as to your 
sisters— and a reply, I beg of you. 

FRIENDSHIP AND HAPPINESS 

H. B. 

Letter to Edouard Mounter, Paris, 5 Germinal, XI [March a6, — 

Apparendy you’re going to stay in Rennes forever. That’s all very well 
for you, since you’re enjoying yourself there, but you must agree that 
it’s hard on your friends. Aren’t you at least coming to gather grapes 
from the charming vines of the valley? I implore you solemnly and 
with all appropriate melancholy, I implore you by memories of yore, 
by the long hours spent in the shadow of those lofty crags crowned by 
white cloudy by that love of one’s birthplace which makes a gende 
smile of tenderness stray over the lips ... My fiiend, forgive me, 
I no longer know where I am or how to finish my sentence. As you 
tealize, Datphmd has made aU the pretty women infotuated with the 
Osdaaic style, and I, wretch that I am, sweat blood and water trying 
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' to put a little melancholy in the letter or two of sentiment that I’m 
obliged to .write daily. 

You mention my B. . . . I }eft her in the lurch a couple of months 
agOi and, what’s more, I left her without having possessed her. A niece 
whose husband is a slave owner in Santo Domingo was visiting her. 
In turn, I set out to make her my slave, but she’s putting up a superb 
resistance: she’s aided by her aun^ who’s furious and makes me lose 
all the opportunities to*get the thing over witL I’m so annoyed that 
perhaps I’ll end up by having the aunt in order to get at the niece. 
What astonishes me most of all is that the little thing loves me. She 
writes me letters which, in spite of the mistakes in spelling, are quite 
tender; she-kisses me with all her heart when I give her a chance, but 
nknte pUi. Devil take me. I’m beginning to believe in platonic love. 
In bve as in war all is not success, you see, my dear Edouard. I’ve 
decided jto take the ladies to the ball in a couple of hours; I want to get 
it over with, because it makes me mad to realize that I’m being upset * 
by a little flirt of twenty . . . 

H. B. 

Letter to Cherubin Beyle, Paris, // Florid, Yev XI [May i, /S03].— I’m 
going to speak of money matters again, but I hope it will be the last 
time. 

Of the 240 fr. that you were kind enough to send me two months ago, 

I used 100 to pay Faure and 36 to buy a hat. I drew up my accounts 
yesterday, and this is how I stand. I owe Douenne 125 frr-97 of which 
1 have already told you about, and 28 for two vests he made for me 
and for mending my frock coat. I owe 37 to my restaurateur and 132 
to M. Paquin, my landlord. 

Besides tha^ Alpy, one of my former comrades, an aide-de-camp of 
General Michaud, reminded me that I still owe him 6 louis for the 
balance of the price of the mare he sold me at Bergamo. I thought 
he’d been more than paid by the three months’ salary, coming to 
265 fr., that I thought he’d received for me, but he told me that, as I 
didn’t have my certificate of aide-de-camp from the Minister at the 
time, they wouldn’t pay me, and he left my papers with Joinville. 
Besiks, ^ told me he wasn’t in a hurry and would wait as bng as 
I wanted. 

General Michaud, who’s going to leave for his inspection and who 
wanted to re-engage me and who constantly overwhelms me with 
kindness, invited me to spend six days with him at Belleville and Fon- 
tainebleau. Instead of six days, I stayed eight; I was obliged to take a 
rahfinler to go to Foatainebleau, and the trip came to more than 58 fr. 

I aitived bade yesterday, and this morning I’ve just received a nice io' 
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vitation £rom M. Micou, who asked me to spend next week at Clamart, 
where the Abb6 Delille is going to be. I can see that, if I stay here, all 
my acquaintances, eq>ecially Mme. Nardon, will oblige me to visit 
them in the country, and, once arrived, to stay on. My expenses this 
summer will be heavy, and probably more so this winter. Conse- 
quently, I’d prefer, if the idea seems to you a good one, to go to Claix 
in order to save money for five months. While there. I’ll spend abso- 
lutely nothing and thus I’ll be able to go out in society next winter. 

I couldn’t ask to be more satisfied with my acquaintances of this 
winter; leaving for the country, everyone showed the keenest desire to 
ej^ertain me next winter, and I’ve already been invited to three balls a 
week. 'The only thing that could keep me here now when all my friends 
have left is my dancing master, but I feel that I wouldn’t make much 
progress and that I’d be on the road more often than in Paris, and it 
would be better to avoid the risk of going bankrupt than to be worried 
for two days because of the need of asking for money. I thirst for the 
country, and I feel that it would be impossible to resist Mme. Nardon, 
who has invited me to her place every Sunday. On that day, she gathers 
her winter circle about her. This circle, which is composed of a score of 
intelligent men, all of them outstanding in their way, and seven or 
eight women, has shown me much kindness, and I couldn’t stay away 
two Sundays in succession without something appearing to be amiss, 
and I wouldn’t want this to be the case for anything in the world. All 
these reasons are concerned only with my Parisian friends; you know 
the ones that call me back to the midst of a cherished family I haven’t 
seen for a year. 

I have almost no expenses before leaving: a pair of boots, 36 fr.; a 
brace of pistols, 48 — that’s what is necessary, together with two or three 
pairs of nankeen trousers. To this, I might add a score of volumes that 
will be very helpful in my work at Claix. 

Besides that, I owe two months of lessons to Father Jeky and two 
louis to Faure — ^I had to borrow them to go to Fontainebleau; not wish- 
ing to accompany General Michaud on his tour of inspection, I couldn’t 
very well refuse to spend eight days with him. Moreover, I greatly de- 
sired to meet General Moreau, and he came to spend a couple of days 
with us.* 

*On the back of his draft of this letter, which of course is almost ^drely a 
pleasant fiction, Beyle wrote: 

“Paris, II Florfal, I wrote that I owe: Douenne 125, Faure 48, M. Paquin 
13a, Alpy 144, the restaurateur 38, M. Jeky 48 = 534. — Plus boots 36, round 
hat 30, instols ;o s= 650. — And 240 for die trip. Total: 890 francs. 

“Actual debts: Jeky 96, Paquin aoo, Douenne i3(^ watch 72, Deschamps 24, 
boots 36b hat 24, bookbinder 12. — Ne^ed to pay all tha^ 600 francs.” 
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j^Pmirul, XI [May 39* tSojlr-Vm gang 10 write Lcr jDf oar Hotumts, the 
tabject o£ Lt PhSasopke opanded. 

After that, Hom^ 

Then a rest ol three years. 

Perhaps afterward: 

Le Coartium, a lofty and fine sutqect. 

Le Sidueteur and Le-Sddaeteur Amoureux, fine subjects which I 
shall leave aside as incapable of enduring more than two .-hundred 
years. 


TRAGEDIES 

Hamlet, tragedy in five acts and in verse. Start with that 
Othetto ou le Jaloux. 

Coastantia, the sulqect of Don Garcia, having Julia and perhaps her 
father appear. 

Transport to the French stage Sophocles’s Oedipus, this tragedy with- 
all its pomp and the choruses sung would produce a great effect at the 
Opfra. 


POEMS 

Le Paradis Perdu, in four cantos. (This project seems to me excellent 
as a preparation for the ^ [La PharsaW].) 

The ftdl of the Roman Republic and the establishment of the Empire 
by Caesar. 

The poetics of Boileau are dull, Horace’s are much more that of a 
poet. W^te some myself when I am fifty years old. Put in them all the 
warmth of the sulqect, which is the art of stirring people. My Ode i la 
GUure will be but an episode in them. Put in them only things that are 
new. 


WORKS IN PROSE 

History <A Bonaparte. 

History of the French Revolution. 

HBstory ttf the great mets^who lived during the French Revolution. 

I shoidd begin these three works at the age of thirty>five, fifteen years 
ftom now. 

Prom BeylPs notes, 14 Prmiat, Year XI [June j, s8o}\i—A.t four o’clock, 
I received a letter from Vktorine. 

Letter to Edouard iiouaiert Paris, j 6 Pratritd, XI [Juae 5, i8oj]r-l only 
reedved your letter nf p^vidse a week ago, my dear Mourner. Never 
wasa reprinuiod mm t^iptppriate: I was fed up with twp women who 
htws hem cliogjuip m oto far P<« ihfei 1^ 
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tuging me for a bng time to go to lee turn; he oompiained o£ beiog 
abandoned by hit aon. Upon my word, your reprimand decided me. Fm 
leaving, Fm going to end my aojourn in agreeable PBris, delighted with 
the truly fine things to be found there, but thoroughly disgusted with 
whaFs called polite society. Berides, iFs time to think things over. Fm 
twenty years old, I must formulate principles on many things and try 
to lead a less agitated life than in the pasti Were I not afraid that you'd 
make fiih of me, Fd tell you that, like a ship without a pilot, Fve drifted 
' at the mercy of all the passions thai^ one after the other, have buffeted 
me. There remains but one, and it takes ptAsession of me heart ^n d 
soulj all the others have vanished, leaving me the most consummate 
dkitempt for the things I formerly dented intensely. You’ll no longer 
doubt my wisdom when you know that, since evil is good for some> 
thing, one of the illustrious ladies I worship and who pays me the 
honor of being jealous of me wanted to set me up here by giving me the 
post of* sub*lieutenant in the Consul's li^t infantry guard. It was 
tempting, you'll agree. Admire my wisdom: I refused. 

After this stddime diaracter traits Fm counting on your esteem for 
the rest of my life, and consequendy on your opinion. No flattery; teU 
me frankly your opinion, and be assured that rU do the same thing for 
you if Fm able to discover some defect in you. 

Adieu, I plan to stay four months in Grenoble. Fm expecting a letter 
from Rennes; the minute I receive it, Fll rush to your cherished land. 

Write me, I beg you; at Grenoble, to Henri Beyle, Henri spelled out 
to avoid any error. How agreeable it would be if you came to Grenoble 
this autumn to dance with the young ladies anil tell them nice bad 
thingsl 

Lesser to Edouard Mourner, Grenoble, p Messidor, XI [June 28, i8o}]i— 
You’re an abominable man, I swear; ids imposuble to get along with 
you; you’re always rig^t. You banter me about what you call my good 
luck with women, but there are no more good fortunes in this world. 
Any man who boasts of that kind of success is afflicted with the fatuity 
of which you accuse me, for he prizes something he doesn’t possea . . . 

Farewell, come along to Grenoble; we’ll ramble througfr the moun- 
tains^ well have fun, well go hunting; as for myselfr I’m gdng out to 
roam among the cliffs like die hapless Cardenio. The truth fodiat die 
region enchants me and is in harmony widi what is left die romantic 
in my soul; if a Julie d’Estange were reaUy still in existence, I feel 
a perstm would die of love but her among diese lofty mnum aiw f and 
ben e adi this mi^ dry. 

^ IHiere he is foudc in magie sigain; Fm always slitting back into die 
tfahcttloos, Youfh, poor dii^ is unfortunate indeed, love widiout peaec 
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' of mind or peace of mind widiout bve. As far as you are concerned, I 
believe you have peace of mind; tell me about t^ and get into the 
habit of writing long letters; with you, I recover ^m the boredom 
that weighs down on me in a town where I’d die of pleasure if all its 
inhabitants were present. 

H.B. 

Letter to Edouard Mooter, Chux, t2 Thertnidor, XI [July yr, All 

well and good, when you’re lonely there’s nothing so delight^ as to 
receive a letter which, in the first place, is interesting, and, in the 
second place, gives you the rare pleasure of finding fault in your turn. 
I’m surprised that you, a man of wit and education, the son of a man 
worthy of making his country’s laws, should scandalize a soldier who 
has never known anything more than Clairaut’s algebra and the 
cavalry maneuvers. Do you mean to tell me that it’s less criminal to be 
the hundredth lover of a married woman than the first! For my part, 
rd prefer to bring about my damnation through accurate reasoning. Ir 
seems to me that a law is only binding->and consequendy its vbladon 
only a crime — ^when it guarantees the thing for which it was made. The 
law of fidelity in marriage guarantees you a faithful wife, a companion, 
a lifelong friend and children of whom we are presumably the fethers 
—in fine, a happiness that, in my opinion, is fer superior to the fleeting 
pleasure we find in the arms of a light woman. But this law no longer 
exists outside of books, and such a thing as a faithful spouse is no longer 
to be found even in novels. Moreover, it’s quite obvious that the 
Frenchman of today, not being occupied in the forum, is driven to 
adulter]^by the very nabire of his government. 

What is there left for the sensitive and honorable man to do when he 
has the misfortune to be disillusioned to this extent? Is he to marry, 
only to have the sorrow of seeing the debauchery of his wife and the 
g^iastly misfortune of not daring to show his own sadness? Or is he to 
hope that his wife will have suflicient virtue to struggle against all the 
effort of her century’s morals? And, in the latter case, the certainty of 
the danger’s immensity would make him suspicious, and when sus- 
picion appears happiness is far away. 

Provided you endow this sensitive man with enough intellectual 
power to reason this way when he is self-possessed, but not enough to 
master both the trend of his century and all the impetuosity of his 
pastion^ what will he become in a storm, since he is suspicious even in 
a calm? 

ni own up, my dear'Edouard, diat, plagued by these reflections, 
which I have onfy aetded within the past few days, I have been led 
akmg by hazard until now. I hoped to find a woman who was capable 
of oqieriendog bve in a better faahbn than diat I believed all of 
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them to be sensitive, and I have seen but sensuality and vanity. Fve 
come to regKt having built up a chimera which I have been trying to 
find for the past five years. I try.to exert all my reason to drive it away, 
but it always comes back. I gave it a name, a pair of eyes, a personality; 
I see it incessantly. I speak to it sometimes, but it doesn’t reply, and, 
like a child who im kissed a doll,'I weep because it doesn’t return my 
kisses. I realize now that only great things are capable of diverting me 
from this frightful state of constantly longing for a being who doesn’t 
exist, or who, existing, unhappily doesn’t return my love. Since it isn’t 
within the power of love such as I connived it to bring me happiness, 
IJwgan some time ago to be in love with gbry; I bng to fellow in the 
footsteps of that generation of great men who, after building up the 
Revolution, were destroyed by their, own work. Not yet having reached 
this goal, I am participating in the factions of Rome, not being able to 
do anything more; and in my heart I foster the immortal hope of one 
day imitating the great men whom, fer the moment, I can do no more 
than adibire. 

But I am being carried away; my best friends say, "Yot/re crazy" 
You yourself laugh at this nonsense. All I ask of you is to do your 
bughing alone. 

There’s nothw' . new in Grenoble. The women talk of virtue and take 
the consecrated wafer, but they behave just the same as anywhere else. 
Now and then, their husbands notice it. And what happens then? 
They become smitten with them and love them more than ever. 

You see by the above, my dear Mounier, that hermits are gossips; 
make me believe you are a hermit, otherwise I’ll no bnger dare to 
scratch out four pages to you. I beg you to give my respects to your 
whole femily. 

H.B. 

Letter to Edouard Mounier, Grenoble, 20 Vendimiaire, XII [October 73, 
180}]. — ^Don’t you intend ever to write me again, my dear friend? You 
have no idea of how highly I value a word from you. Do you look on 
me merely as a friend of the regiment ? Do you consider that what hap* 
pens to you doesn’t interest me? If that’s the case. I’m quite different 
from you, and my heart Is in Rennes oftener than you imagine. Write 
me in great detaiL 

Aren’t you gcwg to rush on a flatboat with the Consul 10 mbak 
shakbspbabe’s divinb language in his oountky? Were I in your place. 
I’d be wild, not out of ambition, but to see one of the finest perii^ in 
modern history. 

After the most beautiful autumn imaginable, we’re having weadier 
worthy of Ossianfer our vintage— exciting rainstorms and winds whis* 
diog through the mountains; on the morrow, the Alps covered 
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wiili soow> and piire« dtill ait that bicit to the hunt 1 find that all these 
remdudontt in die great wotIu of nature as in the hearts of men, ar<t 
alike-^eublune firtun afar and depressmg indeed from anear. Farewell, 
my dear Mounier, lodk on me as one of your best friends. 

H.B. 

Letter to "Edouard Mourner, CUdx, 23 Frinudre, XII [Decemper 1$, rSOj]. 
—It may be, my dear fnend, that you will no longer recognize the voice 
that is speaiuog to you!* It’s a long time mdeed since Tve written, but 
don't attribute my silence to n^gence. I was ashamed to let my friends 
tee the dreams of a madman; these dreams must have bored you no end 
in my previous letters. Still, I can’t resign myself to going on without 
having S9ixie news from you and teVir^ you ^w fond I am of you. I’ve 
pasted my time during die past three months in extreme sohtude. The 
contrast pleased me after coming from Paris, where there was so much 
for the nund and so htde for the heart The strange thing is that my^ 
tensibihty has caused me to be regarded by my family as insensidve. 
They imagined that it must have been because I was bored in their 
company that I spent the day hunting; and their suspicions increased 
when they nodced that I went to read in an abandoned cottage. I be* 
lieve that’s the best place to read La Nouvelle Hihnse, and this novel 
consequendy never appeared to me so charming. While there, I also 
reread several letters I had received from friends, and especially one of 
which I have only a copy, but which remains very close to my heart in 
sfdte of that. It seemed to me that, in the present order of society, lofty 
soub must nearly always be unhappy, and all the more so because they 
scorn tfaa obstacle standmg in the way of their fehaty. For instance, 
wouldn’t it be the severest test that this kind of soul could encounter if 
its most cherished desires were blocked by money considerations and 
by the respea due the wishes of a man whose opimon it bolds in con* 
tempt? I don’t know whether you will understand, but, if you compre- 
hend what is stopping me, I should be justified in your eyes and you 
dhould reply to me. 

These ideas and the sa^ess inspired by them have brought me 
atouiul to reading works doding widi the laws which are at the bottom 
of customs and morals. Therefore, 1 read Le Contrat Soeud and 
VEsfrit det Lois. The first work delighted me, except when it said 
diat fiooyooo Romans coidd cast their vote with full knowledge of what 
they were voting bx. The second, which I read Mrice, appeared to me 
frur beneath its teputadoiv What good does it do me to know tihe spirit 
efa bad law? ft t^Khes me to nuke out a certificate, and nothing else, 
bn^ it noore vrardi vddle tp qieak of the laws which, accepting mm as 

^ 
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£or them? 8ttch a book, written as Monte<quleu was capable writing 
il^ might have anticipated the Revolution. 

I finally read a bode that seemed to me strange indeed— superb in 
some parts, contemptiUe in others, uid quite discouraging throughout 
It was Helv£tius’s De VEsprit. In ^e first pait, this bewk so carri^ me 
away that 6x a few days, it made me entertain some doubts concerning 
friendship and love. I ended up by seeing that Helv^tius, never having 
experienced the tender sentiments, wat in accordance with his own 
principles, incapable of describing them. Hqw could he explain that 
unknown disturbance which seizes aj>erson at the first sight of an- 
9th^> nnd that eternal constancy which love, once kindled, fosters hope- 
lessly? He doesn’t believe in this constancy, of which I’ve heard so 
many examples cited; do you believe in it yourself? Do you believe in 
that incomprehensible force of love which, amid a thousand trivial 
phrases, enables a lover to distinguish the one that is written for him, 
and that, causing him to give ear to the almost imperceptible voice that 
is raised' above the others and that he alone can hear, tells him the tor- 
ments of the person who bves him, and reminds him that he is the 
only one from whom consolation may come? 

It seems to me that Helvfrius is incapable of explaining diese feelings 
and a thousand r then like them. I viri^ for many reasons that you had 
read this work, which seems to me to be really extraordinary. If you 
have read it^ I beg you to tell me at length how you feel about it 

Give me abundant details on your manner of living and your future 
plans. Wouldn’t you like to have your frther a senator and to live in 
Paris? If the government is ever going to know him, it ought to do so 
by this time. 

Farewell, my dear friend; were I not afraid of appearing ridiculous to 
you. I’d venture to ask you if, in reading this letter, you feel the gende 
emotion which inspired it Whether or not our hearts have been for- 
tunate enough to commune, believe me when I say that my feelings 
will never change. I’d say more, but I’m afraid of giving myself away. 
If you have understood me, you’ll rq>ly, and when I write again I’ll be 
able to tell you alL 

You must confess, my dear Edouard, that the above sentences are 
almost unintelligible. Coming back to earth, I want to tell you that 111 
be in Grenoble a week from now and probably in Paris at tite begin- 
ning of spring. Aren’t we ever going to have the pleasure of seeing 
each other again? There are so many means. But, in the meantime, 
aorite us (rfien, diat’s up to you alone; I’ll have plenty of addresses if 1 
have one. To die devil with your enigmasi 

Adieu, my fruiad, don’t bum my letter and ^ree days after you re- 
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ceive it, its meaning will become dear, or 111 give up. With all my 
heart, hurewell. 

H.B. 

hetter to Edouard Mounter, Gfenoble, Pluvidse, XII [February, 1804 ]. — 
A thousand excuses, my good friend, for my long delay in answering 
your lettei'. For the past month. I've been in the thick of what are 
called the pleasures of the carnival. 1 danced until six o’dock this morn- 
log, I got up at four iO' order to tell you at least some of the things your 
letter made me experience, for it’s impossible to tell you all of them. 

For the past month, my life has been given over to every dissipation 
possible. I was trying to forget my emotions. Here, as everywhere else, 
I’ve foupd much selfishness and no souL I prefer the passbns, with all 
their tumults, to the chilly insensibility into which I’ve seen plunged 
the fortunate ones around here. These passions make me unhappy to* 
day, but perhaps at another time they’ll make me happy; besides, what 
road am I to take to escape their power? Isn’t a single moment of their 
happiness worth all the pleasures that might be given by self-esteem? 

What is the world to me? 

Its pomp, its pleasures, and its nonsense, all? 

There couldn’t be a better time to see Grenoble at its most brilliant. 
There’s a ridotto every Wednesday. They start at seven o’clock, there’s 
supper at midnight, and dancing goes on till six in the morning. 

You see, my dear Mounier, what my life has been for the past month: 
Fve stayed up till the jsmall hours six days a week, and I’ve taken a 
little tr^ in the country. 

As I’m thoroughly convinced of your friendship. I’m following the 
trend of my thoughts and replying to your letter. You have guessed my 
secret, but have a wrong idea of me: I have little esteem for men be- 
cause I have seen very few who are worthy of esteem. I have even less 
esteem for women because I have seen almost all of them behave 
badly; yet I still believe in the virtue of both. This belief is the cause 
of my greatest happiness; yvithout it I should have had no friends, I 
should have had no mistresses. You believe me gattant, and as for as 
you are concerned my name stands for a stupid animal. I too thoroughly 
realize what the ridiculous is ever to be so myself in the full sense of 
the word. I may have had a few conceited spells, like every young 
man; I may have been foppish, because it was the hishion to be like 
that and I thought I attracting attention; but all my arrogance 
vanished as socm as I looked at my predecessors and those who will 
succeed me. In a word, you will be entirely undeceived regarding my 
fatuity When you learn ma^ having had tj^e opportunity at any time cd 
teaa^ the woman I Iove4 1 never ^d that dmple wtMrd, ”1 1^ you,” 
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and I have every reason to believe she never noticed me, or that, if she 
did notice me for a moment, die has forgotten me completdy. You see, 
that’s quite different from believing yourself loved. I have thought 
sometimes of going to her and saying, “Do you want me for a bus- 
band?” But, apart from the foct that the proposal would have been 
absurd coming from me, and that — as you say quite rightly — I should 
have bc;pn refused, I don’t believe I am qualified to make her happy; 
I am still too impulsive to be a good husband, and I’d blow out my 
brains if 1 believed she might think, "I would have been happier with 
another.” 

^ When I left him for the first time six years ago, my father made me 
promise that I wouldn’t get married before the age of- thirty. 

In truth, the only ambition I had was for her; consequently, what 
reason would I have for uking up a profession, and in what profession 
could I start? I am thoroughly disgusted with women. Never again 
will one of them be my mistress, and those possessed in cold blood bore 
me. I place little value on the esteem of a private circle of acquaint- 
ances, because I’ve seen that you are sure of obtaining it as long as you 
flatter all the members. I’ll have an income of three or four thousand 
livres, that’s enough to live on. Were I to be ruined, I could become a 
professor of mathematics after a year of work. Why, then, should I go 
out in society, flattering by word and deed all the influential men I 
might meet? 

I feel that I should keenly love glory were I to succeed in getting over 
another love. There is military glory, literary glory, the glory of the 
orators in the Republics. I have renounced the first because you have m 
abase yourself too much before reaching the lowest posts, and it’s only 
when you get that far that your actions may be noticed. I’m not a 
savant, therefore I mustn’t ^ink of the second. Remains the third 
career, in which character may partially replace talent. And it’s only in 
rare circumstances that the people have any need of you, and you may 
die calumniated, and so many persons without talent have appeared in 
the field that an extremely great genius is needed if you are going to be 
protected from ridicule. Such are the obstacles. 

Give me your opinion on this matter, my dear Mounier, frankly, sin- 
cerely and without being afraid to talk to me sensibly. For the mo- 
ment, I cast myself with a pure heart into the stream of events. I 
shall try to acquire some talent, I shall dwell alone with my soul 
and my books, and I shall wait for the wind to fill my sails before 
starting out. 

I well realize tha^ in a moment of good sense, I might take a job, but 
I don’t feel ths^t I have enou^ perseverance to follow it throu^ and 
one must avoid appearing chutgeable. 
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TImcc’i wlieretVe aniveti toy dear Edouard, I txpea to be in Paris 
ifk durtjr or fxotf days. Oqce diere^ 1*11 study politics tuid political 
economy, a science sritich appears to nae to be the bans o£ the other in a 
century in which evecyduQg can be bouigbt Give me all tiie details ci 
your foture voyage, and above aU write me your advice. Good ni|^i^ if 
you aren't -already asleep. 

H.B. 

Letter to Edoturd Moutuer, Genera, 8 Germinat, XU [MareA ay, 1804 ]/— 
Tm going to Paris. 1 don't need to tell you that one of the greatest pleas* 
ures I anticipate in that dty is the one of embracing you. We’re no 
Jonger held up by trifles, udikh accounts for my not quibbling with you 
because you haven’t written for ^uree mond^ The pleasures ^e 
Grenoble carnival formed a society of young men which only lacked 
you to assemble everyone I like and esteem in this region. You know 
nearly ,all of tiiem, except perhaps Fdix Faure and Ribon; the others 
are Mallein, Alphonse P&ier and Diday. One day I told Alphonse and 
Mallein that Fd like to go to Paris by way of Geneva. Immediately, 
they lodced at each other, we arranged oiir trip and left ay Vent6se to 
come to Geneva to q>eod a couple of days. We passed through Lm 
E chelles, where we were put up by my uncle, through Oumob^, 
where we sayed twenty-four hours, and we finally arrived in Geneva. 
We had planned to stay hae only two days; we have already been here 
three, and, if I listened to my hear^ I’d stay six months. 

What struck us most on our arrival was the beauty of d>e women and 
gitl^ and that curious and admirable custom of letting the girls go 
everywhere alone, the* touching candor of tiieir behavior, revealing 
souls dm don’t even know what coquetry is, and that are so sensitive 
to love. I would appear to you to be crazy were I to tell you all my 
thou^ts cn this s^ect; Fm trying to restrain myself and I see that 
I’m writing sentences that are unintelligible. I despair of finding women 
Iflce these dsewhere; I was seeking to get over a chimerical hope; pic- 
ture my ddigbt upon finding Geneva even better than I had imagined. 
First of all, my dear friend, I have never felt this candor so thoroug^y; 
ids the only tl^g that caiFi^be imitated by coquetry, this pure joy of a 
soul diatlmnodung to hide. The soul that dissembles can’t be gay: it 
has a satirical gaiety that repulses, it has none of die pure joy of youth. 
What a dUEerence between the women Fm leaving and them I’ll find 
in ParisI For onc^ diey’re goiiig to call me die Fldlosoidier. 

Fm tearing my^ away fnm here-*but much as Telemachus tore 
Idmidf owof itito pdjifiso’i iria nd . Malleiii has already gone back to 
Osenolde. Pttier fe tsmiorrow; rn have to be getting along too, 
hw it swih^ he triiMtiit ihe jhem fif «ee^ 

nte^lll yea Inov dbont Geneva. 
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Send your letter to Henri B. ... in care dt M. Cioze^ student at die 
Fonts et C h eussfes, Hdtel de Nke et de Mbdinc^ Rue Jacob, Faidxnirg 
Saint-Germaini 

BABB YOU WBLL. 

H.B. 



A Molidrc in the Making 


THE long period of solitude had come to an end by the time that Henri 
Beyle, but brtely turned twenty-one and bursting with confidence in his 
own dramatic genius, returned to Paris in April 1S04. For the first time in 
his life he was to find a litde circle of fiiends whose interests were the 
same as his. Bookish, impulsive and bashful he still was, but daily contact 
with his fellows acted as a brake on his romantic imagination, relieved 
the mental strain of incessant reading and writing, and served as an intro- 
duction to the world of reality urith which, until then, he had but a nod- 
ding acquaintance. 

The closest of his friends during the following months was his old 
schooliria^, Fortunf Mante. Beyle's elder by two years, a graduate of the 
Ecole Polytechnique and at present studying biuiking, Mante was for 
some time considered by his endrusiastic comrade as “a rare man indeed” 
—although slighdy lacking in warmth and spontaneity. 

The second on the list was litde Louis Ctozet, u^y and pock-marked, 
wh(^ five years earlier, had shared first honors with Beyle in mathemadcs. 
He had gone to the Ecole Polytechnique at the same time as Mante and 
was now completing his engineering studies at the Ecole des Ponts et 
Chaussfes. The youngest of ^e trio of Grenoble youths, he was to remain 
Beyle's friend through life— although it was some rime before their as- 
sociation in Paris ripened into close friendship. 

At bottom die two were remarkably alike. Both possessed that rare 
oomlnnation of a lucid intelligence, strong passions and a boundless im- 
^nariont both, equipped wii^ a somewhat bookish idealism* toedt life 
seriously and had a mania lor dasrifying its phenomena. In Crozet, Beyle 
found the first man who shared his curiosity about the human heart, who 
placed his entire faith In analysis, who made a religion of concrete 
faCBk Side liy side they rqid, tcildied*'made!*hotes and composed character 
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ttudiei of their acquaintancec— Crozet even wrote portions of Beyle’s 
diary. 

In all his life Beyle never doubted that he was vastly superior to the 
oonunon run of humankind, but during his youth he was seldom sure of 
himself in the presence of other people. Association with his friends soon 
made it obvious that he had a tendency to be ponderous; that, bashful 
and overdesirous to please, he was erratic and frequendy offended by 
monopolizing the conversation. He resolved to exercise more self-control, 
merely to say what came into his head, to be “simple, natural and sincere.’’ 

He attempted to put his difficult resolution' into effect with Mante, 
&ozet and hit other friends, a mixed band of some twenty youths who 
divided their time between studying and sowing a modest crop of wild 
oats. Martial Dam — ^Beyle’s model as a society man and “seducer of 
women”— was still on good terms with him, although the rest of the Daru 
hunily remained chilly after his resignation from the army. In addition, 
there was Louis de Barral, whose allowance always evaporated promptly 
in the gambling halls of the Palais-Royal; tiny Camille Basset, the scatter- 
brained chum of Barral and roommate of Crozet; Joseph Rey, a grave 
philosopher, and Dalban, an embryo Corneille. A sprinkling of third-rate 
dramatists, would-be poets and indefinite hangers-on at the Th^tre 
Fraiifais were respectfully cultivated by all these youths, for if they had 
one dting in common it was their infatuation with everything theatrical. 

With his friends or alone, Beyle nightly took his place in the queue 
outside the pit entrance of the Frangais and patiently submitted to two 
hours of heat or cold, rain or snow, before the doors finally opened and 
the wild scramble for seats began. Squeezed in on a hard bench between 
clerks and delivery boys, this fastidious little aristocrat regarded the play 
with a critical eye, afterward returning m his room to analyze it and 
write out his impressions. Nor was he easily satisfied: no author was too 
great and no actor too famous to escape his severe judgments— the only 
exception was Mile. Mars, whom he invariably found “divine,” “an angel,” 
“ever more perfect.” 

Dramaturgy, the pit, theatrical gossip, and shop talk — such was the stuff 
of which, in 1804, Beyle’s daily life was made. Ail that lacked was admis- 
sion to the land of mystery and make-believe that lay beyond the sage 
door. It was Crozet who at length opened this door and took him behind 
the scenes to meet Mile. Duchesnois. 

At the moment the tall, gawky, ignorant and incredibly ugly actress 
known as Mile. Duchesnois was die center of a controversy that impas- 
•ioned all Paris. After making a promising debut at the Fran^ais in the 
major role of Phaedra, the actress, whose talent outweighed her lack of 
beauty, had run up against the opposidon of a powerful group that was 
puihii^ a comely but ungifted ^een-year-old named George Weymar 
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QSSk. Qtotgt) for die nme rode. MUe. Duchesnob lied die beduag ti 
die tumultuous pb« but* liflle. George’s powerful support ioduded ber 
eoochj MUe. lUucoorty a vetereo of the Fraojais; Geooroy, the pedaode 
but influential cridc of the Journal det Dfbats, and no a personage 
than Bonaparte, then First Consid, whose interest was not merely platonk. 

The quarrel between the rival partisans of the two actresses forms a 
long and lively chapter in the history of the period. Mdiy references to it 
are scattered dirough Stendhal’s works, and the foUovdng pages make 
some amusiqg revdadons of his earnest but clumsy attempts to become 
Mile. Duchesnms’s defendo:. His only reward, unhappily, was a rebufi so 
stinging that he temporarily lost interest in the Franfais backstage and 
returned to bis studies. After all, there was no dme to be lost in equipping 
himsdf to'be a diaracter analyst and writer of comedies, in proving to the 
vrorld that he possessed genius. 

Genius, he was convinced, was no divine afflatus: it was, rather, die 
result of endless application, meditadon, planning. "I beUeve,” he wrofe 
gravdy, "that genius, in whatever category it may be, is only a large dose 
of good sense; and good sense is acquired by working; that is, by observ- 
ing and reflecting on one’s observadons.” From 1802 to 1805 he observed 
and reflected a great deal, and if he never became a ’.‘comic poet” or a 
"nineteendKentury Moline,” he did succeed during those four years in 
laying the groundwork of his entire philosophy and learning the method 
u^ch gave the peculiar merit to his later writings. In a passage that mig^t 
serve as his epitaph, he wrote at this time, "I endeavor to discern the 
truth and to describe it in the most poignant manner possible. Working 
thus, I sl^ not go out <St style, nor will my glory fade.” 

From the outset he had taken Shakespeare as his model: it was to read 
Shakespeare’s plays in the original that he was struggling with English as 
it was to see them played that he later went to Lon^n. The Frendi 
classical dramatists appmled only to the inteUect, while in the “romandc” 
Shakespeare he had the pleasure of seeing human nature as he really felt 
it to be. 

Ahhou^ the first two books Beyle was to publiah were to be reqiec* 
dvelyon music and paindni^diese two arts were among the few culmral 
stdqects that played httle part in his "real education”— as he later referred 
to dus period. iU rardy went to the Opfra, and die only woric of this 
kind d^ appears to iMve aroused his enfounaam was Qmarosa’s i? 
Idarimonio Scgrato, which, from the fost time he heard it upon Us 
astival in Italy as a sdliher, nm through his life like a dieme song. The 
Louvre was hunfing with brt treasures dut Bonaparte had plundond in 
but when Be^ soplled jdirough ^ flisflfotfos his tmly reflection was 
font he dwuld etihghien hfn^ feequenih^ eon^iati^g poetry and 
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early mathematicsd and philosophical training; on the other handl 
composed the very basis o£ his program. “Outside geometry, there’s but 
a single manner'‘o£ reasoning, thfU of facts,” was his belief forecasting 
the Stendhal of later years, mth his insatiable appetite for “little true 
facts” and “the juice of facts.” Indeed, hicts were the fuel of observation* 
analysis^udgment, that magical truth-detecting triad of Destutt de Tracy's 
Id^<dogie, which was soon to become his Bible. It was only through 
cognizance and analysis of bicts that one could reach the WHY of things. 

Beyle's chief purpose, of course, was to apply this apparatus to the soul 
and mind o£ men: he would observe each, collect all postible data on their 
acijptt and interaction, sulqect this data to rational analysis, and end up by 
comiiig into possession of the all-important formula that explained human 
nature. It was the study of his entire life, but during the years 1803-5 ^ 
drew up a detailed classification, based in large part on Hobbes and 
Helvftius, which he later modified but IMe. 

At this period he believed that, having squeezed the facts out of the 
human mechanism, classified them and mastered their basic WHY, he 
would be aUe to begin the somewhat complicated but magnificently 
logical process of composing his comedies in verse. First of all, he would 
draw up a list of the various levels of contemporary society, decide which 
were the characteristic absurdities of each level and select the ones best 
suited to his purpose. That done, he would outline characters having “tiie 
finest soul together with the best mind” to personify die qualities he 
wished to present, placing beside each a list all the virtues and vices, 
and choosing those that were appropriate. 

The rest would be easy. All he would have to do would be to invent 
three or four sets of lines, melt this multiple dialogue down into a sing^ 
successbn of nicely balanced Alexandrines, polish his verses until they 
took on the warmth of “the language of passion,” make a few corrections 
--and presto, a philosophic comedy would have been created! “This is 
the whole of art,” he exulted. "Sic itur ad astrar 

Underlying all his projects were the twin passions: die love of glory 
and the We of virtue. His virtue, which naturally had nothing to do 
with diastity, was merely “that which is useful to the public.” As a fervent 
republican, he intended to be useful to his fellow men by defending the 
sacred cause of Liberty and destroying Tyranny's hateful yoke. In his' 
obsession with virtue, Beyle saw Napoleon not as the gk>rious>'J^gure he 
afterward, on occasion, depicted him, but as a modem Caesar, a tyrant 
aho had throttled the revolutionary republic and was robinng his coun- 
try of liberty. "If Caesar-Bonaparte was the incarnation of vice; the 
“divine” Manus Junim Brutus; Caesar's slayer, die hero who “for hia 
country’s sake Idllid the man he loved,” was Beyle's model d! inflotiUe 
rtytttbBmn idrtue. 
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But he contemplated nothing as sanguinary as the overthrow o£ the 
government or the assassination of Bonaparte. His ambition was to be- 
come immortal through the more subtle means of creating comedies 
which would fire the public with the passion for liberty, at the same time 
annihilating tyranny with the deadly weapon of ridicide. 

There remained only to discover a rule for making his comedies comic, 
and his authors remained discouragingly silent on the subject of laughter. 
Only Cailhava, in his Art de la Cotnedie, touched lighdy on the matter, 
quoting Addison, who in turn quoted Hobbes: “The Passion of Lau^ter 
is nothing else but a sudden Glory arising from some sudden Conception 
of some Eminency in our selves by Comparison with the Infirmity of 
others, or of our own formerly: For Men laugh at the Follies of them- 
selves p^ when they come suddenly into Remembrance, except they 
bring with them any Present Dishonour.” 

For Igck of a better definition, he adopted this one, but he doggedly 
tried to improve on it. He copied the jokes he heard, classified them, 
sought to ascertain why they were funny. The subject haunted him: for 
twenty years he was intermittently occupied with it, but in his ntany 
essays on laughter he invariably returned to the point of departure— 
which he sometimes credited to Hobbes and sometimes passed ofi as his 
own. 

The year before, he managed laboriously to put together his first 
comedy, Les Deux Homtnes, or The Two Men (he usually wrote the 
title in English). It was inspired by Rousseau's Emile and Barbieri’s 
painting, The ReconcUiMton, and composed according to Alfieri’s prin- 
ci[des bi^eneggiatura. Othello served as the model of passion, Tartufe as 
that of hypocrisy, while Rousseau’s Julie d’Estange, Fielding's Tom Jones 
and Mme. de Stael’s Delphine played the roles of incidental guides. The 
tone was taken from Moline’s "masterpiece of good manners,” Les 
Amants Magnifiques. This motley assemblage had been called together 
to aid Beyle in being useful to his countrymen. He intended to pit the 
modern republican-philosophical system of education against the anti- 
quated monarchistic-religiout^ system. “This,” he assured himself, “is 
perhaps the greatest idea that has ever underlain a comedy.” 

In composing the play, he servilely followed those tyrannical rules of 
clasncism he was later to find so ridiculous. His plot was puerile and 
unoriginal, his dialogue stilted, his characters unreal personifications of 
abstract ideas who suddenly appeared when they were due to speak and 
unceremomously disappeved when their presence was no longer re- 
quired. In a word, his comedy was clumsy, naive— end not in the least 
comic. 

LitniHUg aloQg under itk burdmi of philoyc^hy and youthful idealism. 
The Tttso Men also annotmces die reason fts author never succeeded as a 
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dramatist. "I have drafted more than twenty plays,” he mpfe tsfd years 
later. “Always too many details and too profound, too little intelligible for 
the diick'Witted public”— all of which was true, although too much of the 
blame is perhaps put on the public. 

Another reason for his failure was that the task of converting his prose 
version into verse was too herculean for him. Totally lacking in a feeling 
for poetry,* he went through heroic efforts to hammer out two or three 
Alexandrines in a day, and the result was Hat and often incorrect. 

Many another project was started aAd dropped during the summer of 
1804, and to add to his discouragement Jhis pecuniary woes began. His 
fatllbr had promised him an allowance of 240 francs a tnonth and addi- 
tional money for clothes, but this amounf was soon reduced to 200 francs 
with no extras. At the time, even the latter sum was by no means negli- 
gible, but for a youth who patronized the theater and bookstaUs as regu- 
larly as Beyle it was obviously inadequate. By May he was attempting— 
with disastrous results — to increase it in the gaming rooms of the Palais- 
Royal; by June he was borrowing from Mante, Barral and Rey; by July he 
owed his landlady, porter and tailor, and by August his only pair of shoes 
had holes, he was further in debt for his room and board, had pawned his 
watch and was unable to pay the doctor. 

This did not prevent him from thinking of going to Rennes and trying 
to see Victorine as she was “taking a walk at nightfall.” He appears to 
have gone as far as borrowing 1,244 ft^^cs 13 sous, his diary, letters and 
voluminous notes inexplicably stop &om 3 to 30 Vend^miaire (September 
27 to October 22), and a marginal note thirty years later refers to “a little 
voyage incognito” to Rennes, but there is no definite evidence that he 
ever actually carried out his romantic plan. 

Meanwhile he conceived the idea of undertaking a second comedy, to 
be called Le Bon Parti. His aim this time was to ridicule those who would 
like to see France in the clutches of despotism. He rather wished he could 
employ Bonaparte himself as the principal victim, but this, of course, was 
out of the question; moreover, he reflected, the First Consul was not a 
good subject for comedy, “being very odious and very little ridiculous.” 
But,* if he could not use Bonaparte, there was nothing to stop him from 
using Bonaparte’s “lackey,” Geoffroy. 

He fortified himself with “lots of coffee” and, with “the greatest en- 
thusiasm,” set to work. The play might well give him from 2,001. to 6,000 
francs for spending money, and he estimated optimistically that it could 
be written in ten days. Ten days! Under its various titles of VlntMeur 
tPun Journal, Le Bon Parti, Quelle Horreurl ou TAmi du Despotisme 
’ Pervertistettr de VOpinion Publique, UEteignoir, La Cheminee de Marbre 
and LeteUier (his* favorite tide), he was to wodt inurmittendy on dus 
play for nearly thirty y^art— and never to finish it. 
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As dw«nd of i 9 (^ apprpacheci Beyle began to realize tiutc he had limited 
all afoqg' the line. "My productions Aini^’* be muttered when he read 
over hit plays; bis financi^ state was desperate; he bad bad no love adhir 
and had bera unable to benefit frtmi Vktmine’s arrival in Paris; even his 
love of virtue was weakening and Iw ^t that the time to be a republican 
bad passed. But, with all thi^ he had made a capital discovery, although 
a diriieartening one; namely, thkt he knew very little about UEe after all, 
that what he ^d mistwen for reality was only the visbnary world of 
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, in which he had lived ever since the nights when, 
as a child, he had locked himself up in his room and shed tears over-the 
adventures of Julie d’Ettange in La Nouvette Hittise. 

He now made the resolution: "I must try to undo the prriudicerthat 
J^-J. Rousseau has given me, and he has given me plenty ... I must sedc 
tnaniffnd in manlfjnd and no longer in bool(s” Already a year earlier, in 
a moment of lucidity, he had suspected the truth and written: “Fm over 
twenty years old; if I don’t launch myself out into society, if I don’t seek 
to berame acquainted with mankind through eiqierience, Vm ha, I only 
know mankind through books; there are some passions Fve never en< 
ooumered elsewhere. How am I to depict them? My pictures would only 
be copies copies. All my science, or at least a great part of it, consists 
of prejudices. If all the authors I’ve read had agreed among themselves to 
invent a nonexistent pasaoA, Fd believe in it.’’ Finally, in December 1804, 
he determined to rely less on books, to put Rousseau behind him and to 
inunerse himself in life. “Before everything else,” he said, “it’s necessary 
tint the poet should have experienced an immense number of emotions, 
from the strongest— the terror of seeing a ghost— to the mildest— the 
murmur of a fsdnt breeze among the leaves." 


1804 Paris 

Journal of My Third Voyage to Paris 

rd Germinal [April d]w— I arrived in fine, although rather cold, weather, 
at sunset at halfpait rii^ Sunday, 18 Germinal, Year XII. 

I left my trav^g 'Companions' and got oft at M. Paquin's with 
M. Ss^oQ, a bighhr aenrifive and very learned man. We went to the 
Pran^ris, viAeiu,ftm«tfaie gallery of die third tier ci Iqget^ we saw Le 
Vkm doA t* HamM $^ret, a detestable play. 1 saw 

]|||||||(^’^|^^ ^ 
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/9 GtrmM {AprS 9]^! find myself mom reasonable tban I was during 
my last stayy and consequently 1*11 be happier. I owe that to the experi' 
ence acquired at Grenoble, where I saw mankind in man instead of in 
bodes; my distinction OF HBABT AMn OKDEBSTANiHNG will be useful to me, 
IVBN AS A BAin. 

Visit from good Father Jeky. I went to Grozet’s twice. I went to the 
museum* with M. Salmon; dinner at Muron's, from there to the boule' 
vard and finally to Agamemnon and SganareUe. I wasn’t at dl satisfied 
with Talma and Mile. Duchesnois. My distincrion (between soul and 
mind) made me see a number of things I oughtn’t to have seen in these 
dtrojitays. ni soon be able to solve the problem: What b humor? 

M. Salmon, whose opinion has. great' wei^t with me, considered, as 
I did, that Cassandra produces a good effect in Agamemnon: when I 
read the play, possibly being led astray by Alfieri’s principles, I judged 
her otherwise. Here, as elsewhere, I must consequendy look closely. 

ao Germbud [April /o].— Crozet came to see me and we looked for a 
room. 

21 Germinal [April //].— M. Salmon beheves that Helvftius spoke the 
truth and what Kant says is very subde but true. We went together to 
the first performance of La Fausse Honte. From the third act on, I was 
half asleep; the play dragged along to the end amid hisses and applause. 
Hie author was named, but there was so much noise that Baptiste the 
Younger couldn’t make himself heard. I’ve found the audience I’d like 
FOR THE TWO MEK. I must never sacrifice energy of expresrion for a 
vague good breeding. Every character has a word for his idea; any 
other word, any other means of expression, is wrong. 

23 Germinal [April /y]. — Saw Dalban in the Rue Jacques, No. 139. Ifr 
told me that he encloses his thought in twelve syllables the same as he 
takes strides of two feet and a half, that nothmg is easier once the habit 
is acquired. 

24 Germinal [AprU r^].— M. Salmon and I have just been to see Le JAoux 
sans Amour and La Gageure Imprevue, a show that put me to sleep, 
although Fleury and Contat played their parts very well; Contat never 
really speaks to my heart. Imbert’s Jaloux is as ordinary as a play could 
be; Ae Gageure is written in a bourgeois style. 

I gossiped with Mante this morning, from there to the Prj^ecture of 
from there to the Panthfon, where I read Vauvenargues, with 
whom I’m very well satisfied. I find that I’m more reasonable than I 
was last year; coffee used to make me continually frantic; I have more 
^ood sense now, but maybe Pm more mediocre. 

I taficed with.M. Salmon about his system concerning women; 1 
tnrged him to publish it. He said no, but I believe he has made up bis 
mm aud>dm boq^ if posiiMy already written. He bplds Uiat die 
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Italian woman is the primitive woman; by modifying her in various 
ways, you get the French woman, the German woman, etc. He believes 
only in the virtues of temperament He believes that woman’s whole 
character consists of a» insatiMe desire to please, and that it’s conse* 
quently impossible to overpraise them. He’s seen miracles wrought by 
praise. A woman said, of a man whose face was almost hideous, “What 
a monsterl He’s an^eyesore.” The monster praised her, succeeded in 
pleasing her and ended by sleeping with her. 

He believes that men are more sensitive than women, that a man or a 
woman always puts feeling into the first love affair. I feel that -he’s 
made me bolder with A. [AdMe Rebuffel]. 

2$ Germinal [April 15].— I gave a' luncheon for Dalban, Rey and Mante 
at the Caf^ Valois. Rey, the philosopher, proposes to establish a system 
whereby he’ll prove t^t individual happiness is always linked to gen- 
eral happiness. Good luck to him. Wants to write several comedies- in 
conformity with this system. Appears to me to have little feeling at the 
age of twenty-five. 

Dalban has much in common with Jean-Jacques [Rousseau] in the 
matter of conceit and distrust. They kept me till ludf-past twelve and 
bored me no little. They haven’t any tact- 4 iowever, I often lack it my- 
self. I’m ashamed to praise a person to his hce: I must get over this 
dismal idea. 

It won’t seem to me that I’m back in Paris until I’ve seen AdMe and 
her family. I must be sure to remember that I can win her back by 
combining amiability with an outward appearance of indifference. To 
achieve tha^ I must employ much naturalness, praise and banter. 

26 Germinal [April /6].— k^rozet came to see me; a noble simplicity 
served me well. 

II Bugiardo, by Goldoni, appeared to me full of naturalness and gave 
me an idea for a little opera while waiting for my trunk. 

Didon and Les Trois Stdtanes. The theater interests me far less this 
year than last; it almost bores me. Mile. Duchesnois as Dido appeared 
tq me far too affected. I«aw all the Haws of the play, which appeared 
to me unnatural throu^out. I perhaps owe my fervent feeling for 
natural beauty to my reading of the natural Shakespeare. Perhaps our 
actors will please me more when I get used to their affectation. 

Crozet is going to introduce me to Mile. Duchesnois any day now. 
xj Germinal [April /y].— Op getting up, 1 went to the Jardin des Plantes 
with M. Salfl^n. He believes that the professors of Paris are consum- 
mate quacks and worthless as professors, althou^ very good as writers. 
An Ittdian savantsaid to Id. Salmon, "Tutti i Frmeesi sono gentSi fuor 
ehe i letteratif The people of other countries complain a lot of ^r 
arragaoce. 
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In M. Salmon I mc a profoundly senritive soul, so much so diat he 
can’t even countenance the description of a depraved character. He 
hasn't any use 'for Moline and is very fond of OiUin: he points out 
with pleasure that M. Evrard is the only depraved character he depicts. 
His is a soul, quite perceptible to an artist, t^t’s prevented by too much 
sensibility from judging accurately. 

I’m impatient for my trunk to arrive so I can get down to work. I’m 
dred of being obscure. 

ap Germinal [April /p], — ^Tonight, under the name of Junius, I wrote a 
reply to the article of the 27th in vdiich Geofiroy abuses Mile. Duches- 
%>is. 

M. Salmon left for Utrecht at five o’clock this morniiig. I took board 
with Mme. Gruel for 51 francs. 

I had a very erroneous idea of the word friend. I was looking for a 
single friend, 

Mais qt^U flit tout pour moi, comme moi tout pour lui. 

Mankind isn’t perfect enough for that. I must be content with seeing 
scattered among all my friends the qualities I should wish to be con- 
tained in a single friend. Besides, I can’t have too many acquaintances; 
in Paris I have: Mante, true friend; Crorxt, Jacquinet, M. P. Daru, 
Martial Daru, M. Daru the father, M. Debord, Boissat, Cardon, true 
FRIEND^ Prunelle, Rey, Dalban, La Roche, Dard, L. BarraL 

Nothing is easier than to be on good terms with a man you see only 
once a month. 

30 Germinal [April 20].— I’m fed up with doing nothing. Pm reading 
Mme. de Genlis’s Souvenirs. There are fifty amusing pages mixed up 
with two hundred pages of sermons, and the sermons spoil the laugh- 
ter. This book has strengthened my determination to be simple, natural 
and sincere when out in company. 

I was to have been introduced to Mile. Duchesnois, but I won’t be 
until one of these days. All the better, she’ll have read Junius— that is, 
unless Crozet has thrown it into the fire. 

/ Fhrial [April 2/].— I’m still playing the lottery. I could have a room 
for 18 francs at my 51-franc boardinghouse, which makes 69 francs, 
with II francs for spending money, 80 francs. 12 x 80 = 960 + 240 
francs for clothes. Consequently, it’s possible to live in Paiis^ going to 
the theater once a month, for 1,200 francs [a year]. I know that there 
are rooms for 8 francs in the Rue Jacques. 'Tou can have dinner at 
Mme. Desbenet’s for 28 sous, which makes, by the month, 50 fr. 10 
fr. expenses = 60 francs. 12 x 60 = 720 + 200 francs for clothes = 
920 francs. You can live on 900 francs. If I had only 1,200 francs^ Fd 
prefer not to be obliged to spend more than 60 francs a mondi so I 
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oewld luiye 35 franct for «tttettaumitftt each maoih. Thank heaven, 
I haven’t been pinched for money yet^thu year. 

3 VUtfiti [AprU aj]v~rm still waiting for my trunk. Perhaps I shouldn’t 
have ocmstructed tna two asbn as wdl tax months ago as now; die 
dividon of man into soul and mind enlightens me more and more. 

<f FlonSat [AprU read Ffnelon and glanced throu^ Beecarta 

(on styU) at the Biblioth^ue Nattonale; I was pleased to find that 
Ffnelon is in perfefet agreement with me. In the evenings Agamemnon: 
the scene of the murder proposal was divinely played by Talma and 
Mile. Duchesnois. After ^e play, Crozet introduce me to her. Her 
face, I found, is **in masses,” something very well adapted for the por> 
trayd xtf passions. In the future, when I’m going to be introduced to 
someone, I should write out beforehand the compliment I wish to pay, 
for when the time comes I’m confused. Crozet went out, I embraced 
Lemazurio’ (I mustn’t forget to give a dinner or lunch for him aqd to 
tdl him that M. Dubois quoted him in his class, and to pay for the 
carriage when we go to Versailles). I’m delighted with my evening, 
although, like a fool, I went and lost six francs at No. 113.* I was trying 
to win enou^ to buy the stereotypes roa fsancis, my sism and al* 

raoNSB. 

The only thing I said in Mile. Duchesnoit^s presence was that La 
Mire Coupable and Agamemnon were the two most moral modern 
plays. 

5 Ftoriei [AprU 35].— I received my trunk. I went for a walk with Crozet, 

htote Aud Barral ftmii five till nine. I came home very tired. Mante 
andcl said good-by to Crozet in the Tuileries at a quarter past seven. 
Crozet urg^ me to go to see Mile. Duchesnois tomorrow at noon. 

Mante finds me much better this year than last; he said I had a 
diabdical energy last year. We have the same ideas on many things; 
he’s discovered everything that Hobbes has said about laughter. 

6 Florid [April af]^— I fiiudly started in on The Two Men. I had com- 

posed 306 lines at Grenoble, and I began on die 307th: 

Le eid m^lAaeha setde au smn ie ton bonheur. 

I read over what I had already written, and the last two hundred 
lines seemed to me good. 

1 have just teen Oedipe, followed by l/Amant Bomm. I liked 
OeMper: ithan tomt vei^ fine fines, in whidi Radne’s manner may be 
dearfy recognized, The. sul^ect is magnificent^ there are home general 
Biazhm tthldi are the t^ponte to uhat is needed iti order to have 

an effect Ther^ hhfiHhg in die world as ridkolous a« the blotter ol 
^(biSfteas gwpbltad ksfli UhdK Adahdsfst, dsiafiied by Bilaae in hh fAt 

wu^sm* 
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Philocttee; Id* love a£bir with Jocasta, who is a grandmother, is dis> 
pleasing. 

MUe. Raucourt qxdte three or four lines almost well, all the others 
badly. Talma acted excellently; his expression was sublime in the last 
acts; he shouted a bit in the fourth, he shouted, "You are trembling, 
madame ...,** which, it seems to me, should have been spoken with 
the despondency of an unfortunate who sees his sentence confirmed. 

I’m going to see Mile. Duchesnois tomorrow. I must ask her when 
she’s going to play the role of Jocasta so we can thoroughly enjoy the 
scene of Ae double confidence. . 

7 Phridt [April ay].— About two o’clock, I learned from the porter of 
the lutuse in the Rue Saint-Denis that'M. Rebufiel was dead. The ex- 
cellent man fell ill Easter Monday and succumbed three days later. 
Before that, I went to MUe. Duchesnois’s. They told me she wasn’t 
home, I left a note. 

8 Florittt [April 38]. — ^I’lrr hard at work on the prose op the fipth 
scene, .mer'^nner I went to the Luxembourg, and from there, about 
six o'clock, to the home of M. Daru [the father]. I found him with one 
foot in the grave. I found Martial, who greeted me with friendliness; 
Mme. Daru didn’t say anything. M. Daru was so upset by a consulta- 
tion the doctors had just held on his condition that I don’t know 
whether he purposely failed to invite me to dinner. From there, I went 
TO THE GATE,* where I found gaiety. I expected as much of the mother, 
THIS OF THE GIRL revolted me; even during the account of her father’s 
DEATH she laughed boisterously, she even has seemed to xie having hate 
for him upon my saying that he would have settled his aftun had he 
lived. "He might at least have given some explanation," she said. This 
lack of feeUng is frightful. I found her prettier, with more color (pos- 
sibly given by the contrast with her mourning clothes). She told me 
her age was fifteen years, six months and five days. Last winter, she 
frequented the dance hail in the Rue du Bouloi which is popularly 
known as the Bal des Vestales. It costs only thirty sous and is open 
every Saturday. Its name shows how severe the entrance e x a min a t i on s 
tic. 

I stayed about an hour at Mme. Rdiufiel’s. I was in mournipg. 

9 Floridi [April af].—Baputet, Les Deux Frires. Never has Mile. 
Duchesnois appeared more lovely to me than she was today th Roxane, 
and possibly never has a tragedy so consistently interested me as Ai/ase/ 
did today: eiverytiung contributed to my illusion. My work ten^ to 
Increase iny sensSulity. Desprex was very good as Osmin; Saint-Prix 
yrt$ good duotj^ibmit, sometimes excellent, as Acomat. Kfrne. Talma 

*Beyib frbquenihr uses die English words to refer to the RdniAH had a 
mad pbft dqr gites. 
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was the only one who was detestable, with her doleful singsoi^ as 
Atalide. Mile. Duchesnois was above all praise. I went to see her after 
the performance; she greeted me again with the same naturalness, 
without compliments. Chazet arrived; he’s a iine'looking man, he ap- 
peared to be surprised, I believe, at my natural and composed manner. 
He talked comedy and tragedy, making us laugh and Imng witty: as 
for myself I expressed several apt opinions. While waiting for Mile. 
Duchesnois, I saw*Talma in the passageway: he’s my size and was 
wearing a blue coat, knee breeches and black stockings. He was talk- 
ing to the porter of the theater; his voice was the same as on the stage. 
Seeing him made an impression on me, he had the tragic look. I felt 
that 1 was coming into contaet with fame. After all the illusions of 
acquaintance and friendship with great men, I had at last come across 
a little reality. I hope that in a year or two I’ll be friends with Mile. 
Duchesnois and him through the two men. 

I thoroughly admired Racine tonight. He has an elegant sincerity 
that is charming. It’s not the draftsmanship of Michelangelo, it’s the 
freshness of Rubens. Tonight, I had a thousand ideas which, it seems to 
me, would have made a good commentary on Bajazet. 

to Floreal [AprU jo].— Ten verses and the prose of Le'Raccommodement} 
At dinner, I displayed my skill at discussion. I have a pain in the 
mesentery from drinking a cup of cofree. At the Consul’s side at yester- 
day’s performance of Bajazet, I saw a woman who looked exacdy like 
a skeleton: she had the bleached appearance of a well-washed skull, she 
re^y made your blood run cold; I’ve never seen anything like it, I 
Stares at her a lot so as to retain a dear idea of her. She was very well 
dressed. It was the horror produced by death — ^that alone, without any 
other horror. 

It Fhrial [May /].— I’ve just been to see Iphigenie en Atdide. Not a line 
of this tragedy touched my soul. It’s true it was played in as spiritless a 
manner as possible. Saint-Prix pitiful. Talma and Mile. Duchesnois 
mediocre. Mile. Raucourt unbearable. 

After the performanc|, I went to see Mile. Duchesnois with Favier; 
we found her in great anger against Mile. Raucourt, who threatened 
her because she herself was hissed; it seems that Mile. Raucourt has the 
manners of a fishwife. Favier spoke like a man who is conscious of his 
dignity. If his heart corresponds to his manner, and if he really owes 
his position to Mile. Duchesnois, he is an estimable man and one with 
whom I oug^t to make friends. Second session of the Tribunat to de- 
dare Bonaparte Emperor. 

<3 FUtred [May alr-I ?feiit to the Tribunat at noon, the sesdon started 

*le Rieeemmoiement, or recoo c ilkti o n, sras the big scene of Beyle’s {day, 
Tia TmoUau, 
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at two o'clock. Several tribunes qioke like villainous ntgues. Savoye* 
Rollin spoke iathe manner of an intelligent man with a corrupt heart 
who sneers at everything. Costaz was not as bad as the others. I saw 
Carnot in the twentieth seat I sat near a woman who slightly re- 
sembled Victorine. This resemblance enchanted me: what would it be 
then were I to see her herselfl In the evening, I took a two-hour walk 
with Mante, wb speak of the passions and philosophy. 

Floridl [May j]. — went to the French Museum. I well realize d»t 
you should never force your sentiment, as I did last year; it seems to me 
that only the center of comprehension can be forced. I worked all morn- 
iSg on THE TWO MEN. I began taking the herb juice. I put in an appear- 
ance at Mme. de Baure’s and M. Dam’s. Pierre Dam had just arrived. 
I went to see M. Le Brun, who displayed some wit, and consequently 
ought to be satisfied with mine. I feel that the time has passed to be a 
republican: I mustn’t let ambition crowd out my plans fi>r &me, but 
I mustn’t do anything opposed to it. Publish after my death, my 
FATHER sent me ten louis. 

74 Floreal [May '^\.—i. came home at one-thirty this morning (conse- 
quently, the 15th). I returned from the home of Mile. Duchesnois, to 
whose porter I gave a three-page article and a note. An hour earlier. 
Mile. Duchesnois had hinted in her dressing room that she wished 
someone would take her defense. She received me very well toni^t, 
invited me again to go to her house. Generally speaking, this visit was a 
series of victories, and to think that I hesitated to make it! Therefore, 
general maxim: I should go to see her every time, but should cut the 
visit short as soon as I see that I’m bothering her. 

77 Floreal [May 7].— Nothing new from the 14th to the 17th. I’m working 
on THE TWO MENi I Stumbled on this line: 

U amour est un combat d'orgueil ct (Tcsperancc. 

79 Floreal [May 9]. — ^I see by the newspapers that the price of a copyist 
is three livres a day, or twenty-one livres a week; that’s an indication. 
I’m writing this in my new room. Rue de Lille, No. 500, where I slept 
for the first time (19 francs). 

20 Florlal [May 70]. — ^I haven’t worked on the two men yet today; I 
finished moving. I read the gentle Vauvenargues; he charms me. I 
dressed at half-past nine to go to see Mile. Duchesnois. I found her 
horribly tired and without a shift, the same as the day Crozet intro- 
duced me. A quarter to ten was striking when I passed the Tuileries, 
ten o’clock was striking when I passed it again on the way back. She 
had Uttle to say; she told me she gave her porter a good scolding, etc. 
She repeated that twice, and asked me if my name wasn’t Lebel, saying 
(I believe) that she -wasn’t able to read my signature very well. That 
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wM ilie only thing «he said in connectkm with my errand o£ die i4ih. 
I hdutved well: I bout right to tee her, right not to go to 
which bores me. 

at Florid [May got up this nmming, went to the R^gence for 

a aip of coffee, and returned home at eight o'dodu I woriced without 
a break till four o’clock, and I couldn’t compose the 3S3rd line of thi 
TWO men in a passable manner. 

In die Tuileries I gave'fifteen sous to a poor old man who had every- 
thii^ needed to touch me deeply, a moment later 1 saw a hither play- 
ing with his daughter of about three years. These two litde encounters 
touched me deeply. Later, I came across Dalban, with whom Fm well 
pleased, optside of his shght conceitedness. 

This evening, I said something to Dalban which I believe to be true 
and of which he approved. It was that Racine lacks the quahties neces- 
sary to produce the greatest possible effect on the stage. I believe that 
these qualities can be reduced to concision and to diabgue that is 
spirited and condensed when passion requires it. 

Everythiiig; even the harmony of the verse, must be sacrificed to 
passion, which is the only dung that makes a play live. 

The metromaniac’s compliments (of my uncle's florid kind, ornate) 
pleased the pit today, 2X Flor^al, and it seems to me that this pit was 
opposed of the happy few. I was pleased with them myself. 

Fm still of the opinion that it’s better to express the genuine badly 
than to eiqiress excellendy something that’s not genuine, no matter how 
near it onay be to the genuine. 

at Florid t Prmrid [May //-ar].— I have mo much tor write; that’s 
why I don’t write anything. I dined ik father daru’s house and in that 
of Carrara. I saw Phidre twice: Mile. Duchesnois showed much prog- 
ress, firmness in the details, sublime; better the first time than the 
second; the first time I was with Marne. 

The 3odi, Sunday, I passed an hour for the first [time] at the home 
of Phaedra [Mile. DuchesncHs]. 

Fm at ^ 375th [line of 7 ^ Two Men\. 

The godi, Sunday, I spent an hour with Ariadne {Mile. Duchesnms] 
on the balcony of her apartment. Rue Saint-Georges, No. 18, her diction 
in st ructor made the third. That hour was too long by htdf. As I was 
teaviiqib Ariadne paid Baiget a oMnphment vidiidi I (odt aa something 

ntiim fat 

4^ dd* G e fad pa l Xm C^pi)f 16, 1805} after lereading 
% 4 ^ 1 all I still sec very dla- 
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tinedy all 1 did » year ago: the outline of die Th^e Ftan^ais, the 
trip at one in the morning to Ariadne's, etc. 

Edouard Mounier (aloof and conMited) has just left my room. What 
asininity to worry about the futurel Victorine is here and I haven’t 
seen her: how happy I would have been a year ago if Fd been told that 
she would be in Paris in Germinal XIIII 


Third Voyage to Pans 
Second Notebook 


Notes on eoper^—AH men on earth are seeking the things that will 
benefit them, the poet alone is in quest of nothing but our happiness. 
Divina foetnl 

I should regard everything Fve read up to now on mankind as a 
prophecy, and should believe nothing but what I have seen myself. 

JOY, HAPPINESS, FAME, AIX IS UPON IT. 

It seems to me that the two characters of this century are the egoist 
and the vainglorious man, the first being capable of more vigor, the 
second of more gaiety. We musm’t permit ourselves to be swerved 
from our course. 

Delaharpize and degagnonize^ my taste by firequendy reading the 
greatest dramatists in existence: Aeschylus, Euripides, Sophocles, 
Sh»l(espesre, Corneille, Alfieri, Racine, Aristophanes, Moline, Goldoni, 
Plautus. 

4 Prmrial [May a^].— After racking my brains from ten in the morning 

till four in the idternoon trying to write two and a half lines [of The 
Two Men^, I went to the Montausier [the present Thfitre du Palais* 
Royal]. Everything there appeared detestable to me. From there to 
Fipscad and the Mille Colonnes. 

5 Prairud [May ayJ^EIeven lines: Fve reached the 401st. During the 
past month, Fve spent two hours and fifty*rix minutes on each line. 

Andromaque (for the second time), followed by Sganarettep Talma 
acted perfet^y, especially in the second scene of the second act: "Oui, 
otd, turns me sms/rez” What an actor if he’d played like this throiigb' 
,oad MQe. Duchesnois put &r too many duomatic scales into her lines. 
I saw her after the performance^ die received me superlatively; she was 

nmua by tbfr that he must get over the inlhie^ of La Hsipe and his 
gtaid&ther. Dr. tisart GaaneB. 
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ai^gry at the audience, which didn’t insist on a curtain call; besides, she 
realized that die had been eclipsed by Talma.* 
l^avier told me that Talma arranged for Napoleon to be admitted free 
to the Fran^ais in his youth. 

1 $ Prairid [June 4 ].— I’m thiiddng of Le Faux Metromane. The idea 
came to me while thinking of Geoffrey’s extract from the M. The 
newspapers are therefore worth the trouble of reading. 

From a tetter to Louis Crozet, June 8. — certainly hope the comic, in 
which it’s almost necessary to have sang-froid, will pick up in speed. 
Otherwise it will take me three years to write Les Deux Hommes. One 
day rd turn out eight lines, and the two following days I’d turn out 
one. In other ivords, I’d compose forty bad ones, and then the good one 
would come to me ready-made. It was in this way that I produced 

me eroyant meprisee encore je t^aiorais 


which I consider excellent '(I’m talking to you as I would to myself) 
because it shows the triumph of love over vanity (pride of little things), 
which is saying not a litde, as I believe that women are all vanity, at 


least 


lOO^OOO 


The last twenty lines took me nearly two days each. 
t8 Prairial [June 7 ].— I’m trying to cool off in order to be able to correct 
my plot of THE TWO MEN. 

I went to the Biblioth^ue Nationale. I read the third volume of 
Goldoni’s French Mimoires, the least interesting of the three. 1 must 
examine' the French style of this Italian, there is something pleasing 
about it I believe it’s the extreme clarity; his sentences are short, and 
he prefers to repeat the sul^ect rather than to employ a pronoun. I 
must examine it at leisure for my major work on style. 


I read one of his comedies entided 11 Cavatiere di Buon Gusto, 


thinking that I migkt discover therein something in common with Le 
Faux Metromane. The sulqect isn’t at all the same. It Cavatiere di Buon 
Gusto is the model man of the world. This play is charming, the 
nuance ot the young man who has just left school is very well grasped. 
I could do over in French a number of the subjects that Goldoni has 


dealt widi in Italian. If I were to foUow up this project, my plays would 
have absolutely nothing in common with his, outside the sul^ect matter. 
His plots aren’t substantial enough for me, and his hiunor isn’t delicate 
enougfi for us. For instance. It Cavdiere di Buon Gusto gives me the 
idea ot a play endtled VHomme du Monde which would offer a model 
of the conduct ttf aJkoroughly agreeable man of the world. It would be 
fMcessary to place him in die principal circumstances of life, to show 
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him in at least four acts of sang-froid. He'd emerge honorably and 
gracefully from all the circumstances in which he found liitn«glf, he’d 
he very witty. I’d show him in all life’s relations, I’d be able to show my 
century through the characters dn the stage with him— a merdiant, a 
young man entering society, etc., etc. An idea to be followed up. 

When you finish reading Goldoni, you’re amai^d at how little 
dramatic talent our authors have. All the characters of this amiable 
portraitist have relief they live; they’re not very animated, he hasn’t 
* attained the heights of his art, but he’s always gay, completely natural, 
and, from what I know of him, I place him immediately after Regnard, 
so that the comic Parnassus is composed of Moli^re, Regnard and 
C^ldoni. 

jg Pnarud [June 8].— Goldoni thinks as I 'do about the majority of those 
comedies in verse which were given in France around 1750: they were 
lacking in everything. 

Here is what Goldoni says of Diderot’s Le Phre de FamiUe in die 
third volume of his Memoires: ‘. . . He is one of those unfortunate 
beings who are to be found in real life, but I should never have dared 
to put him on the stage.’ What’s the use of showing life under an un- 
favorable aspect? It’s a poor merit. 

21 Prairial [June /o].— At ten o’clock, I went to the reading room, where 
I read Palissot and learned of Moreau’s sentence. From there to the 
Luxembourg. Two pictures by David, lack of expression. 

Le Cid and La Matson de Moliire. The audience was avid of applica- 
tions against Bonaparte and in favor of Moreau. In the Maison, at the 
words, "Les originaux sent d la cour” only one person applauded, but 
everyone was pleased. 

The Maison enjoyed a complete success. It’s a sort of dialc^e be- 
tween actors and 'audience. The actors speak, the audience laughs or 
applauds. The naturalness of this play is charming. Goldoni is perhaps 
the most natural poet in existence, and naturalness is one of the prin- 
cipal parts of Art. 

A poet is made up of a philosopher and a versifier: the versifier can 
be. held up to ridicule, reason never. 

It was almost without thinking and while writing offhand that I dis- 
covered this truth, which I believe to be a capital one: Tragedy is the 
development of an action and comedy of a character. 

In order to be as you should be in life, you mustn’t live for yourself; 
in order to write sublime works, you must live for your genius, form it, 
culdvate it, correct it. 

. I’m so worn out by my thoughts that I can’t write them down, in 
spite of a bottle^of ^eet I went out to buy at Blancheron’s. 

D 
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as AwMgtT l/ufie t4p-Tbe laiwiv^taaiy ol Marengo. In die evening, a 
vraBc in ^ TnUetiea with Fbrtuni [ManteJ, who told me a lot of de« 
taiU about the judgment a| Moreau. 

jjr PnmtU [fune /6]^I read Hobbes's excellent worh entitled De la 
ffature Humaine. 

5 Meteor {June a5]<— The end of two wrangles: George [Cadoudal] 
was guillotined at 11:35, together with the rest who wtien’t pardoned. 
Les Tracasseries [The H'nmgfer], a comedy by Heard, was a failure. 
The accused who were let <A were condemned to deportation; Moreau 
is leaving fcM’ die United States, which, in the same century, will have 
seen Washington, Kosciusko and Moreau.. 

It Messidor [June joJ^At one in the morning; M. Dam die son ar- 
rived; at five, M. Dam the Either expired. 

The day before yesterday I went at the Saint-Denis gate. I found 
Aitele albne, she received me better than ever, with all sorts of atten* 
tions, kindnesses, etc I stayed for half an hour. Three weeks before, in ' 
front of her mother, she received me in exaedy the opposite way. 

Today, I went up because of the death op Daru, and stayed three 
quarters of an hour. I found the mother with an agent; a minute later, 
the daughter arrived, a thimble on her finger. Durmg the conversation, 
she took the defence of virtue; what's more, she and her mother dis- 
cussed what would happen if she got married— that she would remain 
in the same house as her daughter and son-in-law, etc. Unhappily, 1 
felt my &ce growing red. I went away, jokmg as I left. I concluded that 
she was casting eyes on me for a husband. 

But, as^erythmg is a* matter of chance, I didn’t find her as pretty 
as the other day; I found her homely today. I wish she might learn for 
certain from some other source than me that, when I wrote her love 
letters, I was head over heels m k>ve with Victorine. 

I ought to stay away for ten days. Ill bet it was Bauie who made 
them cast eyes on me. But I hope to have her someday; she’ll be a 
charming mistress, but for me she'd make a poor wife. 

ta Mesniar [July /].— At seven this mornings I went to Saint-Thomas- 
d’Aquin to totend prayers fut M. Noel Daru. I noticed the base and 
occasionally malevolent physiognomy of the priests; those with die best 
heea had a stupid appearance. 

For several reasons, it’s good manners to join in udiat everybody is 
doiug. Tabarif singing. A simple and natursd air in all that was done. 

jbfs the custom to go to thehouse of ^ath. You get in a Uadk car- 
riage, you go to the chur&h|| ^fter prayers, you accompany the dead 
peratm to hu last dwdliog; Suminer ho^ winter house. 

if [Jufy a]^^"fiumflier ^n at four o’clock. I dh^ in the Rue 

4e,|k A yhvn maiifa amdsed lae a 
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with llidr chEncttf oaia. The rain put me in diat cUvindjr tender 
mood 1 tued to experience in Italy. 

t6 Mtsnivr the Biblioth^ue Kationale, I read the Meiuh 

guma *d U Otvidierf c la Datna, eomedia di tre atti in prota del GoldonL 

The Menagiana depicts a pedant who is witty but extremely bore> 
some. This man is a contemporary of Moli^. This great man* Corneille 
and La Fontaine are free from the least suggestion of pedantry; Boileau 
and Racine have a shade. I must correct myself of pedantry, for it ezistt 
in this century, as it existed in the of Molibe. Our pedantry is, I 
believe, to, philosophize interminably about the least bagatelle— I be- 
like my Conversations with Faute last year should be excellent models 
for that I'm indebted to Tencin [Louis de Barral] for getting over dus 
weakness. Few acquaintanceships have been as valuable for me as his. 
He has shown me the man of the world in his entirety, he had shown 
me this man's heart. He had furnished me with this fine rule: of all 
writers, I should be the one who offends the vanity of my readers dw 
least I should appear completely natural to them without their node* 
ing it— for a deaf woman would be displeased at your shouting. if 
she were conscbus.of it 

[July /a].— In the newspapers of 23 Messidor, XII (Puhlicute, Joumd 
de Paris, Jourmd Soir). 

Still another example of the Othelb catastrophe in Italy, near Genoa. 
A jealous bver kills his mistress, fifteen years old and of a rare beauty; 
fiees, wites two letters (invaluable testimonials), returns to die body 
of his mistress, which was in her father's oratory, about midnight, and 
there shoots himself dead with a pistol, the same way that he killed her. 

Seek the truth m this fact. 

That's the sort of dung that makes me realize more and more that 
melbw Italy is the land where people feel the most deeply, the land of 
poets^ 

According to the Journal de Paris, it's possible for a man to give birds 
to a child and for both of them to live afterward. The duQg happened 
in Holland. 

33 Messidor [July m] (whUe reading in my sensations),— ‘My need of 
self-assurance comes from my being habitually without money. 

When I lack money. I'm bashful wherever I go; since I lack it fre- 
Ajuendy, the bad tendency to find reasons for my bashfulness in every* 
thmg I see has become almost a habit with me. 

I must absolutely get over it.'The best way would be to carry a hun- 
dred gold buia in my podtet every day for at least a year. The constant 
weight (ff the gold would destroy the root of the evU, 
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Journal o£ My Third Voyage to Paris 
From ad-Messidor to 24 Thermidor, XII, exclusively 


Edouard Mounier tells me he’ll be in Paris early in Thermidor. mt 
FATHBB announces an allowance of 2400 £r. for me every year. 

July 14.— A superb day. Upon getting up at ten o’clock, we went to the 
R^gence. The Abb^ H^e arrived, and we went together to the Tuiler* 
ies, wherb we suyed till one o’clock, with him all the time. He amused 
us no end. What he told us confirmed my principles. We saw Bona- 
parte p^ectly. He passed on horseback fifteen paces from us; he was 
on a beautiful white horse, in fine new attire, a plain hat, uniform of a* 
colonel of his guards, aiglets. He saluted a great deal and smiled. A 
theatrical smile, in which the teeth are displayed but the eyes don’t 
smile. 

The Invalides was jammed for the ceremony. He left the Tuileries at 
noon and retui^ned at half-past three. There was some space left at the 
Tuileries. At his passage the crowd shouted, “Long live the Emperor!” 
but very fruntly; even more so, “Long live the Empress!” 

The evening of the thirteenth, he was at the Fran(ais, where Ipki- 
gSnie was given free. He wasn’t applauded at aU. The night before, he 
was at l^s Bardes. The receipts at the Op6ra when the house is full go 
as higfr as 12,000 francs. The house was more than full, and they didn’t 
go past ^000 francs. Consequently, he was applauded. 

I went to Mme. Carrara’s at eight o’clock tonight. There I saw 
M. Cass[ini?] with his uniform and decoration. It was the first time I 
ever had an opportunity to observe the asinine vanity and prattle of a 
savant, and the avidity which a man unaccustomed to commanding re- 
flect has for constantly reminding himself and others that he’s com- 
manding it at present It mUFt be admitted that if all men of letters are 
like this one they are a very boring and ridiculous lot indeed. Phrases of 
this kind popped up constandy: “It’s up to the savants like us . . 
*lds up to us, the savants of the Academy . . “He (Borda) was 
gready appreciated by all the most learned men of the Academy, we 
thought very hig^y id him." There ought to be a Mblihre for people 
likethBt 

JO Mesuder \July 10].— This morning, I bought Le Opere Varie del 
djMso Alfi^ as an-anddote agunst the mephitis of baseness that sur- 
itte; In the evenings I went to Ipht^hie. I was bothered a litde 
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by.fever. Duchesnois peifcMitied well. George isn’t very pretty^ she has 
one of those insensitive hcea, utterly lacking in character expression, 
nothing agreeable, nothing indicating a souL She has a cabal, that’s 
quite obvious; and she interpreted die role of Eriphile very badly. 

Saint-Prix was flabby and bombastic. Talma firm and bombastic. 
Bombast is the general defect of our actors; I beUeve that this may be 
due in pa|t to the everlasting verbosity of Racine’s and Voltaire’s plays. 
They write ten Unes where two words would be enough; the debit has 
to be attributed to something. As soon as Talma slips luck into natural- 
ness (once yesterday), I am really stirred. Near me there was a pretty 
ai^ nice-looking girl who wept. That’s rare. 

^e pit has, to some extent, got over.making allusions, but it’s sdll 
aware of the places where they might be marked. 

I persist in my opinion that Iphtginie is a bad play. It’s possibly the 
one the vulgar appreciate the most genuinely. All the characters are 
mediocre, and consequently seem natural to the vulgar. If it hadn’t 
been for iny fever. I’d have gone to see Ariadne. 

Two things that I must get rid of: the bombast of Racine in IpU- 
ginie, and the execrable conceited and pedantic manner of M. 
C[assini?]. I have a tendency to be pedantic. I frequently say things 
that should only je done. In that respect, I must base myself on 
Martial’s manners and the Mimoires of M. de Choiseul. 

Remarl(s on Jtdy 14 . — ^The Abbe H^e, who has been a confessor and has 
studied mankind in man, told us that out of a hundred marriages there 
are twenty-five successful ones, where there’s love, and fifty where hus- 
band and wife tolerate each other, where they even love each other, 
although the husband is frequently a cuckold. I spoke to him about the 
absolution that was asked of him in Grenoble for a poisoning. 

He pointed out to us that the chiefs of all the parties in the present 
administration are Jacobins. They said to Sieyis, who is invariably 
against the government, in speaking of the Due d’Enghien’s death, 
“It’s a very great crime, it’s a horrible crime.” “So be it,” he said. “A 
gr^t crime as much as you wish, but the important thing is that it’s a 
great error.” 

I must correct myself of a shortcoming. It comes from lack of practice 
in talking to people whom I wish to please. A subject is spoken o^ my 
slow mind doesn’t find the striking thing- (within reason) to say on 
this subject unul the conversation has turned to something else. Then I 
sometimes yield to the temptation of saying what I had to say, which 
makes me seem ponderous and dull, llte Abb^ Hflie has swifU and 
complete trandtions. That’s very good and should be inutated. 
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Whik the Abb6 1)£lie was with u$ in the Tuileriei, a woman passed ; 
there was nothing in the least remarkable about her except that in her 
eyes and look she resembled Victorine ever so slightly* That over* 
whelmed me, and I was beside myself for a couple of seconds. 
r TKermidor [ftdy ao].»The queue in hont of the Op6ra for Les Sardes 
was drenched by a terrific <kwnpour. We couldn’t get in. 
a ThermHor [July a/J^I’ve just been to L‘Eti des Coquettes and Les 
Bourgeois i la Mode, lliese two plays by Dancourt are as boring as 
diey can be, everything languishes in them and nothing is interesting. 
Les Prlcieuses Ridicules stiU makes the audience laugh. Everything in 
it is vigorous: what power this play must have had m its day, when 
everything struck home! There’s the oisjcomica that must be acquired, 
and without which there can’t be any comedy. I didn’t have any notion 
of that last year. I thought I was being comic when I painted passbns 
vigorously. I must study the manners and morals of my contemporaries 
—what appears to them to be just, unjust, honorable, dishonorable, 
good breeding, ill breedings ridiculous, agreeable, etc. That’s the sort 
of thing that dianges every half century. 
q Thermidor [July aj].— At the library, I read LEsprit de Mirabeau, a 
work to be meditated and discussed thoroughly. I Vead the part: 
Philosophy. I’m in one of the most dehghtful states of mind I have ex- 
perienced in my life. In di quel grande wriungs. I’ve come across sev- 
eral ideas I’ve already had. On Montesquieu, for instance, that his 
LEsprit des Lois won’t be read long; my ideas on incontinence, a vice 
which is harmful only to.the person who has it, more or less. 

5 Thermiddi‘ [Jtdy 2 q\. — ^I had a long conversation ‘with Mante, who 
believes my latest discoveries are true; he found Siey^’s phrase 
excellent. 

7 Thermidor [July a6].— Tencin [Louis de Barral] and I have just been 
to Rodogune, followed by Le Florentin. We left after Rodogune in 
order not to let our impression weaken. Tencin almost kinted when 
MUe. Fleury said: 

"Voyez ses yeux 

Di^ tout egaris, troubles et furieux." 

Talma was superb. I haven’t seen him act so well since Andromaque, 
5 Ptairial, XIL He interpreted all the sweetness of friendship excel- 
lently. He began with perfect naturalness, and didn’t emerge from it 
during the fiirst four actsVa bit of screaming in the fifth, but quite 
pardonable, about die fii^tful situation of Andochus. Superb, ^w- 
ever:,ip all his posnvps, he.looked exaedy like Raphael's fine faces. He 
was dmsed in whim during the first^fcnir in red and a diadem in * 
the kit. If e inteipreted the pra|tratiqp of giirf exceHenti^. This great 
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actor b aometiines lacking in idea*, and lometiines in naturalne**. 
Geofiroy & Co. almost blame him for having too much; according m 
diem, he has an witamed naturalness. 

Rodogune never impressed me so deeply. There are beauties of die 
highest order in the delineadon of character (are they equal to Shake- 
speare’s fine scenes?)', but there are great defects in seenepatura. These 
might easily have been avoided. I believe the study of Alfieri will make 
me strong in that respect. 

I noticed two defects in the character delineation: the first b that 
Cleopatra, in speaking to Laonlce, looks as though she was giving a 

a n in politics. The politics are very fine, but they’re out of place and 
the play. What should have been dbne is to apply the maxims to 
the focts without mentioning them. 

The second defect, I believe, comes from the Spaniards. It b a folse 
sense of delicacy which prevents the characters foom going into the 
details, with the result that they are never terror-stricken, as in the 
pbys of Shakespeare. ‘They don’t dare mention their room by nam^ 
they don’t speak enough of what surrounds them. 

Generally speaking, all the characters are loquacious; moreover, 
there are some great defects of scenepatttra, but what wouldn’t die 
fifth act redeeml 'There’s nothing finer in Shakespeare. 

Tencin was delighted with dus play, especially when, after one of 
the characters said something and it seemed as though there were 
nothing that could be replied, his interbeutor said something even 
more forceful. The beauties of Rodogune affected him much more 
than those of Andromaque and Phidre, which he says are good for 
ardent people, for women. 

"Those are beauties for people of sentiment,” he said, “while in 
Rodogune, by God, you feel it!” 

“That’s because it deals with life,” I answered, “and everyone loves 
life.” 

Besides, I have there the confirmation, by a perfect experiment car- 
ried out under my eyes and by myself of this truth, which I wrote 
bng ago: 

Shakespeare, so natural so ardent and so vigorous, seems as thoqg^ 
he needed only Alfieri’s art of scenegiatura and CorneiUe’s manner of 
compodng verse to attain the height of perfection. 

Moreover, all that Fve just written wouldn’t have been understood 
by Tencin or another person if Fd told it to them. They don’t see the 
things on which these truths are founded. Consequently, I must never 
talk about literature. 

IS Thermidor [August Curiosity pbys an important rob in love. I, 
to whom drawing has given the habit nf seeking the nude bepeadi die 
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clothes and of picturing it to myself distinctly, am consequently less 
susceptible to love than another person might be. 

23 Thermidar [August //]•— I’ve seen Tencin, Martial and Mante. I’ve 
been to the theater frequendy, thought litde about my former casdes in 
Spain of happiness through love. 

This month has been passed in the study of noble philosophy in order 
to find the bases of the best possible comedies and, generally speaking, 
the best poems, as well as the best road for me to follow in order to find 
in society all the happiness it is capable of giving me. 

I’ve had a slight fever every evening, and yet I’ve been happy; I only 
wish that the rest of my life might give me proportionately as much 
pleasure as this month. I have succeeded in knowing myself, and have 
seen that I must knock at the Temple of Memory if I am to find happi- 
ness, and that, for me, love is the sole passion that won’t be crowded 
out BY THE LOVE OF GLORY, but that it will be subordinated to the 
latter, or at best will only be capable of usurping a few moments now 
and then. 

Uote added a year and a half later ^ — ^I reread this notebook January 10, 
1806 at Marseille; it seems to have filled its purpose well enough. At 
times, there are some moments of profundity in the portrayal of my 
character. These moments of profundity have come to me by fits and 
starts since that time: I hope that Tracy’s Logique will enable me to 
stabilize them. 

(January 10, 1806, after seventeen months.) 


Journal of My Third Voyage to Paris 
Notebook containing from 24 Thermidor XII to . . . 


This notebook starts auspiciously today, Sunday, 24 Thermidor [August 
12]. Having taken for the fii^t time some extract of gentian and a tisane 
of lesser centaury and orange leaves, I’m as happy as a lark at three 
o’clock in the afternoon, bright sunshine after the rain, discovering the 
excellent ideas which open the notebook on firm volition. It’s a milder 
variety of happiness, but it’s every bit as intense as that of the Sunday 
at Claix when, after composing the first good verses I ever discovered 
in my life^ I dined alone ahd informally on some excellent spinach and 
gravy and good bread. Man being what he is, such ecstasies can’t last. 

As accurately as f can judge, still being so close to the events, the 
three most deUgbtful moments of my life have been: Ad^ leaning 
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against me during the fireworks at Frascati in Year X, I believe, the 
Sunday at Ciaix in Year • • . , and today.^ 

I remark that, since my love for AdMe is cooled off, the memory of 
Frascati is gradually losing its charm and becoming effaced. Apply this 
generally: nevertheless, at the moment itself it was extreme; the only 
thing is that the sum of what happiness will procure for me in my 
whole life will be less because the pleasure of recalling it has lasted only 
two years,' whereas the recollection of the pleasures procured by the 
' love of glory will last longer. Glory, at least, is one mistress Fm not 
likely to desert. 

It seems to me that, with my head of today, seeing as I see, I can find 
th&e lively and, so to speak, divine pleasures nowhere but in Paris. 

I spent Friday with Martial. We wenrto see Mme. Rebuffel and La 
Rive. A course of twelve lessons at twelve louis, that’s a bit steep. 

After dinner, in the mahogany desk on the third floor, I saw the 
folders containing the letters and replies- of more than twenty-five 
mistresses^ We skimmed through all of those of AdMe • • • , whose 
virginity he had. More wit than passion, but at any rate it’s a chance to 
study love in real life. That’s well worth six louis. 

JO Thermidor [August iS].— We embraced upon returning from the 
luncheon given by Diday and Moulezin. From there to the museum, 
where the picture of the judge made almost no impression on them. 
The reason for this, I believe, is the agitation of the soul, which is too 
much taken up with living (in newly arrived provincials) to be capable 
of sympathizing. A thing to be remarked: the soul has only states in 
stock, never qualities. Where’s the joy of the man who weeps? No- 
where. That’s a state. The deadly boredom inspired in Tencin by 
Diday and Moulezin. It seems to me that Moulezin is in about the 
same class as RoUget. What a difference! The one is ridiculous, the 
other isn’t even worthy of being so. My bases of comparison make me 
more severe than most people in my opinion of mankind, and make 
me try to have all the sentiments of my soul sublime and worthy of 
the stage. I must stop having this kind of enjoyment, as it’s too severe. 
Will this passion be a compensation for me in other pleasures? 
iVe been a score of times to see Mante, who’s laid up with gout. 

2 Fructidor [August 20]. — ^Wc’ve just been to II Matrimonio Segreto, 
which appeals to me more and more. I’ve thought often of Victorine. 
It seems to me that when I see the father and the brother in Paris, 

I WILL CAN try OF WRITING TO HER. 

'Beyle several times refers to the evening with Adele Rebuffel at Frascati, an 
• open-air 'caf6 and dance hall formerly at the corner of the Boulevards and the 
Rue de Richelieu, but under the dates indicated there is no mention in his 
diary of this evening or of the Sunday at Ciaix. 
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5 Fructidor [August 23].-— Tcoda won I29.1ivres at 113 and I lost 16. 

I’ve just been to Andromaque, in which Mile. Duchesnois played the 
part of Andromaque; Lafond is hopelessly mediocre. There are several 
things in the style of Andromaque which ought to be banished &om 
mine. All that business of chains, fire, the power, of your eyes, etc. 
smacks* of La Calpren^de’s novels and is taken from them. When 
tragedies reach their second act. I’m invariably. full of ideas which I 
don’t remember when 4ie play is over. When I see a play acted, it 
seems to me that the auditorium is illuminated and peopled in propor- 
tion to the warmth of the play. I can’t imagine Andro/naque per- 
formed in the desert. 

6 Fructidor [August a^]. — One of the most agreeable days I’ve spent in 

Paris. 

At nine o’clock I called for Martial to go to La Rive’s. We had break- 
fast and went there at ten o’clock. We spoke the first scene from 
Athalie and the first from Vencedas. 

Leaving there, we went to take a lemonade at the Cafa de Foy, he 
invited me to dinner, I went to see Mme. de Baure a minute, I returned 
home at two o’clock. I set to work and decided to do Le Bon Parti} 

I worked till five o’clock. I went to Pace’s, we talked over Mme. 
Garden’s plan to marry him to Mile. Pauline Augui6, the one who’s 
the present wife of Marshal Key. I saw that he’d prefer to take some 
nice little girl who’d bring him the pleasures of the heart, rather than 
obtaining some high rank that might be offered. Coming after other 
things, this decided me: he’s a man worthy of being bved, and I want 
to merit jbeing his friend’. 

He declaimed a bit from Ladislas. M. Le Brun arrived, we went out 
to go to the Tuileries. Near the statue of Diana, in the path parallel to 
the palace, we found the ladies with Adele; we joked, and I was as 
pleasing to them as Pac^. I was delighted with this brief moment. We 
left them; Pace introduced me in a comical way to Mme. Hanet, who 
happened along and whom he’s had. 

From there he suggested taking me to the Op^ra. I put up some ob- 
jections and asked him hov/ much it would cost. “Nothing.” I went 
along, and we went to the grilled loge on the stage at the left of the 
actors. They were giving Les Bardes, the eleventh performance, I be- 
lieve. Bonnet, the manager, said the receipts were between 75/xx> and 
76^000 francs. 

I understood that the loge and, I believe, the one above it are rented 
in common by Pac^ and M. Lajard. The latter arrived, their manners 

This was a oiie>act play diat Beyle was thinking of writing. The idea was later 
expanded into Letefiw, the' fuU-length comedy upon wfach he wodced tpa»- 
ttodkf^y for diirty yean widiout ever finbhioi. 
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were those of perfect equality, but that’s the only equality that exists 
between them. Lajard is far being what Pat^ is, a veneer of vul- 
garity is constai^ly spread over him; in my opinion, he has the appear- 
ance of having been for long a banker at Lyon, and that’s possibly the 
job best suited to spoil a man. I examined these gentlemen’s manners. 
I saw that the correct manner vfas the most simple. Pac^ whom I’d do 
very well to study and frequendy to imitate, invariably says what comes 
into his Head. This manner is a good one in that it can be adopted only 
■ by people whose heart is the kind that may be put on display. It seems 
to me that I’d acquire it very quickly if I had an occupation which 
obliged me t9 see these gentlemen daily for a couple of months. 

- T well digested this evening as far as observation is concerned, and 
it was delightful for the happiness it gaVe me; I was really beside my- 
self. I didn’t in the least lose ground to the extent of being afraid of 
being swamped, I felt myself being gently carried away. 

Therefore, I should merely say what comes into my head, and say it 
simply apd without affectation. I should always avoid any attempt to 
produce an effect in conversation; equality is the great law to follow if 
you wish to please. 

8 Fructidor [August 26]. — A year ago I was at Claix, all alone during the 
intense heat . . . 

I thought about comedy and discovered some good principles on the 
ODIOUS. The comic poet who makes things odious goes out of the char- 
acter of comedy. The study of comedy is more or less the study of 
society, and it’s the study that’s best suited to form me. 

When I get a start in the poetic career, I must take Martial and the 
girls of the Opera as my models in order to ward off that veneer of in- 
feriority which, ever since Racine and Boileau, this art has given in 
respect to people of high society. 

I should adopt the manner of Chapelle,^ an epicure whose verses are 
the accessories of life, not the principal thing. 

Today has been such as I imagined life when I began m think seri- 
.ously of becoming a great poet. The morning devoted to fruitful work, 
the evening passed in the highest society. After dinner, at seven o’clock, 
I went to the Tuileries with Tencin. There I fotmd Pace giving his 
arm to AdMe and to her mother. 

I’m not going to continue this description, for it would require too 
much working. over if it were to show that magnificent happiness 
which I tasted for the first time, and after so intensely desiring it. 

The better you know mankind, the more you are able to overlook 
the little shortcoipings of your friends. The exalted way protagonists 
'A character in his play LetAlkr. 
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have when they are at the maximum of passion (tragically) or of 
afiBnity (comically) would send me off to a desert if I took into society 
that inflexible severity I have for the figures I portray. 

/ must be very careful of that; it's my great failing and might make 
me as ridicubus in the opinion of society as La Haxpe would be in 
mine if he. were imprudent enough to criticize Cinna. 
to FrtscHior [August 28]. — ^This morning, I went to La Rive’s, who told 
us he wouldn’t be abbtto find two pupils with our ability in all Paris. 
tj Fructidor [August j/].— This morning, I was with Pace five hours on 
end; we went twice to La Rive’s, the art of making an audience laugh 
at subjects I consider odious still plagues me a lot. I dined at five o’clodc 
at Pac6’s with Provost and Dufresne, under-inspectors of reviews and 
division chiefs at the War Ministry, and Maisonneuve, a poet empbyed 
at the War Ministry under Prevost. He wasn’t amiable at all, Pac^ says, 
because he talks of nothing but verse. He has written eight plays, 
comedies and tragedies, of which only three have been performed and 
none published. We talked about verse from seven to ten; he recited 
two satires that he’s written and a poem on the re-establishment of 
worship; they all seemed to me extremely good, especially the satires. 

He told me his Roxelane et Mustapha, which wa$ given 80 times, 
yielded him 15,000 francs up to the twenty-eighth performance, whicli 
he gave to the Gim^die; otherwise, he would have made 25,000 francs 
with it. 

Pac^ is launching me in every way; never were six louis put to better 
use than those I’ve paid La Rive. 

14 Fructidpr [September f].— Voyage to . . .^ 

In addition to my allowance, my father owes me 327 trancs from 
I Vendemiaire, Year XII [September 24, 1803]. 

If I leave i Vendemiaire, I’ll have 200 fr. of my allowance. I’ll need 
100 fr. br expenses, consequendy I’d have to ask Pace for 200 fr. By 
economizing like the devil during the month of Vendemiaire, I’ll be 
able at the very best not to make any new debts. Therefore, on i Bru- 
maire. Year XIII [October 23, 1804], I’ll have 100 fr. of debts. At that 
time, if my father doesn’t give me anything. Martial will have to give 
me 200 fr., in which case, by not paying my 100 fr. of debts. I’ll be the 
possessor by i Brumaire, Year XIII, of 300 fr. and the wearing apparel 
necessary for my departure. 

Regarding Les Sonnettes [Rennes], it’s consequendy not impossible 
to go there. Clothes to take: my dress coat is all right; 6 shirts; 6 cravats; 
6 ^dkerchiefs; 2 pairs’of nankeen breeches; 4 pairs of silk stockings; 
I pair of new shoes.— To buy: green trousers; boots at 48 livres; i 
waistcoat. 

*Rennes, the capital of Brittany, where Victortee Mounier was living. 
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Moral possibility, to be thought over. But next winter, no more out* 
ings, no more good times. Consequently, I have a month and a half till 
I Brumaire, and- that's a long time. 

j6 Fructidor [September j].— Pace sent for me at four o’clock, Fvc just 
been to his house, he told me the dinner was for today. 1 barely had 
time to rush to the Palais-Royal to get a haircut, to return home and to 
rush back'to Robert’s, restaurateur, in the Rue des Bons-Enfanrs, where 
I arrived at six o’clock. There were twelve of us: Pace, the sincere and 
consequently very agreeable Valmabelle, Possel, Aug. Janart and de 
Possai; the divinities were: Milliere, Louise, the elder Mile. Janart, the 
ycjunger Mile. Janart, Emilie, who’s an extremely ugly dancer, and two 
old ladies. We sat down to table about half-past six, we got up at about 
half-past nine, and left Robert’s at a quarter past eleven. I took leave 
of the other gentlemen, walked around the Palais-Royal and went to 
bed. 

Undated— probably /p Fructidor {Septembers) 

The 17th, for the first time, I experienced the lassitude of high society. 
I went to Pace’s at ten o’clock, and we went together to La Rive’s. Wc 
went to lunch at the Cafe de Foy, then paid the rest of the bill at 
Robert’s (the dinner cost 163 francs, there were twelve of us, plus 12 
francs for the wait.rs) . I saw Martial in that state of semi-boredom they 
often experience; as for myself, I was really bored with this life passed 
in the midst of amusements which, although you tell yourself that 
they’re the ne plus ultra of good breeding, don’t amuse you in the least. 
It was the first time I experienced boredom in the highest society. I 
examined myself, and I realized how much a good work of literature 
would appeal to them when they are in this state. 

Yesterday I saw the right kind of pleasantry, not refined but clearly 
illustrated by M. de Possai. He said and did nothing but absolutely 
ridiculous things which didn’t fatigue the mind in the least, but which 
made you laugh. Nothing is as appealing as that kind of foolery which 
doesn’t seem to imply any wit in the person who indulges in it, which 
makes you laugh without being obliged to admire and doesn’t weary 
you the least bit mentally. 

At first blush, it seems as though genuine amiability would always be 
to say things that are charming and full of wit — ^but nothing would be 
more tiresome for your listeners. Laughter must be produced with the 
least wit possible. 

Once it has reached a certain pitch, is laughter always of the same 
intensity? I wasn’t able to solve this problem upon leaving the table. 
All I know is that women must be made to laugh by giving their minds 
the least effort possible. 1 must try to attain this frivolous manner as 
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much as possible, and to get away from that heavy wit of mine which is 
tiresome and gives the impression of being ponderous and pedantic. 

Nothing is as effective as sentiment employed in. the right measure; I 
realized this when I said an agreeable and appropriate word to Loins, 
the waiter in Le Caveau; he let me see by his actions that I’d given him 
‘a very agreeable moment, he even showed a bit of affection for me. 

One of the surest ways of consoling an afflicted person is to turn his 
attention to the analysts of his grief: at once it will diminish; pride 
invariably carries the day, wherever it may be placed. That shows the 
full extent of the nonsense in Voltaire, whose characters say, "I fed 
such-and-such a thing.” There couldn’t be any worse nonsense. 

Mi ComplftHentary Day [September /p].— Martial and I went to La 
Rive’s home at Montlignon, in the Forest of Montmorency. Pleasant 
day, charming visit. We came back at nine o’clock. Martial went to 
Milli^e’s. I stopped in at Lenoir’^ borrowed Timon of Athens, an ex- 
cellent comedy by Shakespeare, and came home to go to bed. 

In its natural sense, taste (rules for producing such-and-such an 
effect) is half of genius, and it’s the half diat Pacf lacks. Returning by 
moonlight in the cabriolet, he recited some verses he’d written about 
the mistress of a Knight of Malta, in which there were some good 
things. There was some sparkle to it, because he’d sought the witty- 
emotional manner, but emotional people aren’t like that, and he 
doesn’t realize this, not having sufficiently studied the human heart. 
ph Complementary Day [September 22], last day of the Year X//.— Got 
up. While conversing with me, Tencin admitted he was depressed be- 
cause he’d lost 700 francs at 113. We were able to borrow 400 francs. 

Went to the Museum, where I again saw the pretty girl who looks 
like Antinous and whom I saw at the distribution of the Legislation 
prizes. We looked at each other in a way that was full of meaning. 

I returned at two o’clock, found Mante and we went to Mme. de 
Rezicourt’s. We stayed there three quarters of an hour, and I talked 
incessandy; she didn’t ask me to return. I think she was very glad to 
see me because she’d dined at my father’s house in Grenoble, .but my 
uncle was probably the cause of my undoing with her. 

Mante told me he didn’t have a chance to get in a word, and that’s 
the great mistake I made: during first calls of this sort, the conversation 
shouldn’t be allowed to frll off, but, while bearing this in mind, the 
introduced should let the introducer do the bulk of the talking in order 
that the tone of the conifersadon may become intimate as soon as pos- 
sible. 

. It so happened that I didn’t folbw this rule, and that the conversap 
tkm was quite ditferent from what it usually is, according to what 
Mante told me. 
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During the course of the conversation, Mme. de Rericourt told me 
diat she finds informal gatherings as charming as visits made three 
times a year are detestable, that she has greatly curtailed her acquaint- 
ances, etc, etc. All of which seemed to tell me, and as a matter of fact 
did tell me, “Don’t come back.” 

If my lotteries of Octavien-Arrigo-Fair-Mbntfort and of Le Perver- 
tisscuf^ succeed, I may have between 2,000 and 6,000 francs to squander 
this winter. I may have a FAm women op the societt, this is necessaky 
FOR toviNG ABSOLUTELY Vict., even IN THE CASE ttcl quolc trovoret in lei 
quel alma, grande e veramente amante, che 'forso ho sognata. E cosi 
fi^isee Vanno duodecimo della RepuUka. [I may be able to possess a 
beautiful society woman. That’s neces^ry in order genuinely to love 
Victorine, even in the case that I find in her that lofty and really loving 
soul of which I have possibly dreamed. And thus ends the Year XII of 
the Republic.] 

Here is my' scheme for making a fortune: 

Go in July 1805 to Marseille, stay there six months working with 
Mante, from there six months spent in the same way at Bordeaux, from 
there four months at Nantes, from there eight months at Antwerp, 
from there finallv to Paris. My father lends me thirty or forty thousand 
francs, and we establish the firm of Mante, Beyle & Co. in 1807 (Year 
XV). ril be twenty-four years old at that time. 

If by I Brumaire, Year XIII [October 23, 1804], I succeed in obtain- 
ing 200 francs in addition to my allowance, I can leave for L. [Rennes]. 

FOR THE morale, she must know that I’ve gone there. 

Don’t forget that 18 Brumaire, for the coronation. I’ll find her alone. 
In that case, there’s no further obstacle, as she’ll be the only one who 
knew I was in L. I can see her while she is out walking without com- 
promising her in the least. The only thing is that the mayor’s records 
might inform to the return [upon the return of Victorine ^^unier’s 
father and brother from, the coronation ceremonies in Paris] that I had 
been in those parts. 

She would realize that waiting for them to be away was what had 
held me back so long, and she’d be appreciative of my voyage. Maybe 
•he’ll be greatly changed after two [years]. 

I reach L. ... 20 Vendfrniaire, Year XIII [October la, 1804]. 

Voyage. 

Sojourn. 

I can leave a letter for Messrs. Pfrier with Mante, asking for 200 
frnnes around the aoth, he could then send me the money at L. . . . 
%erie hfanself and hu maoytided play Leiettier. 
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If I intend to go to L. , what am I doing here? Remit to Sua, 
and leave. 

But ought I to go? 


Third Voyage to Paris 

ft 

Journal of i Brumaire, Year XIII, to . . . 

LET US SEE THE WORLD IN WRITING OF THE COMEDY, I SEE THAT IN MY 8ENSA- 
TlOffS. 

I must force myself to work. 

You can’t compose the comedy properly in the too continual soli- 
tude, the ridiculous details become dim, and you no longer see anything 
but general precepts. 

During the last days of Vendemiaire and the first of Brumaire, I was 
pestered by gastritis, which prevented me from lavorare d Buono 
Partito [from working on Le Bon Parti] as much as I should have 
liked. 

j Brumaire [October 25] —I went to the theater six days in a row, which 
kept me from working and made the after-dinner period painful. 

I ran into Penet with three Grenoblois standing in the queue at the 
Frangais, and all five of us went to the pit. Cinna played by Talma, 
who’s back from Bordeaux. This play aroused my admiration but 
didn’t interest me. I’m again finding traces in myself of that old feeling 
I had five years ago which led me to find many tedious passages in all 
tragedies, except, I believe, he Cid. 

I was too peremptory tonight with Penet’s three companions, and 
not comic enough. This manner frightens them off, and it’s invariably 
my failing at the first meeting. The same thing happened at the dinner 
a fortnight ago with Rey, Mante, Durif and me. 

^ Brumaire [October 26].— La Jeune Femme Colire, third performance, 
by M. Etienne. A poor play, no comic verve. It looks as if the author 
didn’t know the play on the same subject of the great original 

SHAKESPEARE. 

Behind me was a man to whom I said, ”It’s amazing, monsieur, how 
* much you loot like the Emperor at the time he used to fight in a gray 
coat.” "I’m not the Emperor, etc.” The serious tone of this answer made 
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it ludicrously asinine. The fellow took of! his hat, and I saw the brow 
of a nincompoop. 

6 Brumaire [October 28].— Fve just been to a dinner where I met a man 
who was really friendly to me. 

Mante came to get me at three o’clock, we went to the Rotonde, in 
the Palais-Royal; we first found Allegret there with two provincials, 
then the amiable Penet with M. Dupuy, a commercial traveler for a 
firm in Laval, who came from Spain a fortnight ago after living there 
for four years. 

We went to Grignon’s for dinner, it cost us five livres eight sous, 
^here were seven of us, two idiots from the provinces who didn’t open 
their mouths. M. Dupuy told us about the honors given Moreau in 
Spain, the Governor of Cadiz put him up at his home; when he went 
out on the street in the morning in a blue coat and round hat, with a 
pipe in his mouth, the little children followed him around, shouting, 
“Long live Moreau I” Dupuy and eighteen other Frenchmen, discover- 
ing that they were staying at the same tavern as he in Barcelona, gave a 
dinner for him. His wife was invited, but was unable to attend; he 
came and told them quite simply of his battles. 

The Prince of Peace, who had been a mere bodyguard, was more 
powerful than the King in Spain because he was sleeping with the 
Queen. The Prince is thirty years old and is a fine-looking man.— -The 
meeting in the street at the head of his guard.— The anecdote about the 
Archbishop. — ^The story of the rosary. He’s universally hated, although 
he’s not unkind, but he wounds the pride of others. Because of him, 
the Queen slaps her son, the Prince of Asturias, a youth of eighteen 
who hates the Prince of Peace and whom Spain worships, perhaps for 
that very reason. 

Don Quixote is still rated highly; Dupuy prefers the edition in mod- 
ern language. Dupuy appears to me to be wholly on the level of his 
class; therefore what he told me forms the jront of a commercial trav- 
eler in Spain. This man has a strangely intelligent face, similar to the 
one I attribute to Miguel de Cervantes, Raphael’s kind of eyes (the por- 
trait with his master of arms). His account gave me a mental enjoy- 
ment that literally drove me out of my wits, my entire attention was 
devoted to the consideration of the things he told me. 

The theater in Madrid is superb, they give practically nothing but 
French plays in translation and for the most part mutilated. Recently, 
they played Chenier’s Fenelon, which had a run of fifty-seven per- 
formances. The staging of this play, which had been clamorously de- 
manded for a month, was a thumping victory for Spanish youth over 
the Inquisition. 

Incidentally, the Inquisition is powerless, the worst it can do is to pro- 
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vent the free circulation of books. Our newspapers, however, get into 
Spain. When a man ^>eaks unfavorably of religion or writes something 
against it, the .Inquisition calls him up and asks him if he intends to 
keep on; he says he doesn’t, a'nd the whole business is over. If he errs a 
second time, he’s clamped in prison. 

/a Brumaire [November j].— I forced myself to work to the good paety, 
having not the slightest desire to do so, my lunch even being heavy on 
my stomach; I ended by do the best comic scene that i have evee 

MADE, THE THIKD OF THE FIRST ACT. 

Consequently, you must force yourself to work every day. 
t) Brumaire [November ^]. — ^I read with much pleasure a selection froixV 
Montaigne that I hadn’t seen for a couple of years. His style portrays 
his chardcter excellently. It’s the style with the most brilliancy in 
France. 

I read a selection from Le Ginie du Christianisme and was fascinated 
by the fine writing as long as the absurdities weren’t too obvious, 
ry Brumaire [November 8]. — ^I’m reading Shakespeare’s La MSchante 
Femme (the tame [sic] of the shrew). At each scene I admired the 
genius of this great mao, and the anti-dramatic minds of our play- 
wrights. 

I’ve only reached the seventh scene of the first act, and Shakespeare 
has already given me an idea that might make a charming comedy. 
Ever since I’ve felt myself capable of character portrayal, it’s true that I 
seem to realize that any subject would be a good one in my hands. I’m 
no longer afraid of running out of subjects. Say to a dauber, “Paint 
Phaedra,^’ Even go so far as outlining the action for him, he’ll do no 
more than turn out a smear; Gu^in, who possesses artistic genius, 
would paint a masterpiece. 

In Shakespeare’s pbce. I’d have made a very amiable Petruchio of 
thirty-five, fed up with love, no longer believing in it and desirous of 
a wealthy wife. Katharina would have had the same character, but 
with a wit so delightful in its originality and sallies that Petruchio 
would have ended by falling in love with her, after having started out 
by merely seeking to know And correct her in order to have a wealthy 

I believe that would be a fine comedy, but rare in nattire, amusing 
and useless, made worth while solely by the artist’s talent, and scarcely a 
^ masterpiece; provided the painter has genius, it’s better for him to seek 
the finest sul^ects; in that way, he may hope to compose works that 
will last forever. 

The pretext for Petruchio’s anger is invariably the great respect 
which he desires to tie shown Katharina, and he desires this respect to 
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be shown her because^ he says, she is subject to fits of anger, which is a 
horrible shortcoming. 

2}'Brutntttre [November 74] .-^Lunched at the home\>f AdMe of thb 
GATE, where I found M. I^rand, painter. I ran into General Michaud, 
who said, "Bring me a model certificate and 111 sign it.” 

In order to steer clear of the slow-moving sort of thing I observed so 
clearly last night in Bi^re*s Le Siducteur, I must decide on die compass 
of a character before portraying it; ix., a list of all the acdons it is 
capable of doing. 

I worked till five o’clock, I went to ^e Palais-Royal, I found Dupuy, 
Renet, Allegret and three or four other Grenoblois at the door of the 
Caf£ de Foy. As we were going in, poor Allegret took my arm, he’s 
still very ill, with the pox; Dupuy’s face and manner never fail to de- 
light me. 

Penet, Mante and I each gave him six livres for fun, as a joke; we 
went up to 113; Penet lost seven, livres, Dupuy twenty-four, I thirty. 
This k)^ the heaviest I’ve had in Paris, comes at a bad time. Because 
of it, I was filled with wild gaiety all evening. I undersund now 
(eleven o’clock) the cause of this gaiety, it sdll continues: it comes from 
my chimeras of society and my character of a poet. 

35 Brumaire [November i6\. — ^I read Voltaire’s letters to Maupertius with 
much pleasure at the Biblioth^ue Nationale. His handwriting is very 
similar to M. Daru’s and my own. Afterward, I read some autograph 
letters from Henri IV to the Marquise de Vaudreuil, one of his mis- 
tresses. They fescinated me, there’s no other word for it; they’re as good 
as La Fontaine for the study of naivete. Study naivete? — ^Yes; when, 
as yesterday, I don’t feel very well, when I have subde ideas and at the 
same time perceive mentally, my soul studies, naivete and learns to per- 
cdve it 

The letters of Henri IV seem to me to be worth infinitely more than 
those of Mme. de Sevigne; this great man could have made his reputa- 
tion by being nothing more than an author. I must read all his letters, 
but not when I’m in a highly enthusiastic state, they’d bore me; I must 
itad them only when my soul is receptive to them. This is one of the 
most useful studies I could undertake as a poet; what a treasure-trove 
of naivete they are, and not in the least marred by any thought that they 
would one day appear in printi These letters are full of mistakes in 
spelling. 

36 Brumaire [November iy]^Tw just been to the Montansier; diere 
wero four plays, one of which I didn’t stay to see. The play that made 
me laugh so heartily at Grenoble seven or ei^t years ago appeared to 
me very asinine and lacking in the comic; yet it’s spoken of as a master* 
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piece of comedy. I hope to show a more compact comic art, even in this 
kind of play. 

Mante found La Pupilie bad and LesMtourdis full of real comic art. 
My judgments on these plays are for different. In addition to his sbw- 
ness of thought, Mante is perhaps slightly lacking in sensibility of the 
JeanJacques kind; a person only possesses this in proportion to his way 
of looking at women a litde wildly, and Mante is too rational 

A Grenoble girl said to Penet, “Once you’ve had it, you can’t get 
along without it,” which confirms the maxim of Jean-Jacques: “Refuse 
everything to the senses unless you wish to be led to the ultimate weak- 
ness.” 

ay Brutnaire .[November /£]. — went with Mante at ten o’clock to see 
Rey, who told us about the way Destutt [de Tracy] introduced him to 
Cabanis: “Your master and mine.” 

To Le PhUosophe Marie, a bad play, but liked by the vulgar because 
it’s easy to understand. Tonight, I saw a thousand characters to portray 
in society because my imagination showed me literally every detail 
and its comic afSnities with the audience. 

28 Brumaire [November /p]. — must fathom the principle of the minor 
talent of the epigram and acquire it, read Catullus and make a collec- 
tion of fifty or sixty, or thirty or forty, of the good epigrams of ]ean- 
Baptiste Rousseau, Racine, Boileau, Le Brun. I must read Catullus. 

ap Brumaire [November ao}.— I must heed the natural in my conduct and 
style, and follow it more closely. 

La Rive told me (and he says what he thinks) that there’s something 
about'ipe that is naturally attractive when I enter a place. 

jO Brumaire [November a/]. — realize that the works I’ve written stink. 

The yidiculousness of La Rive and many another consists of express- 
ing the sentiments of a lofty soul in regard to the commonplaces of life, 
and belying them in the same breath through their actions. La Rive 
saying he scorns all the honors in the world, and in the same breath 
taking pride in the reply, totally without importance for pride, he 
wrung from Prince Louis Bonaparte by going to present him, for no 
reason at all, with some appic trees to sell. It’s in the motives leading up 
to the present action, it’s in these previous actions, that the vigorous 
sort of comedy is to be found and that the thoroughgoing connoisseur 
of mankind reveals himselL 

/ Frimaire [November 22].— I’m getting along sadsfoctorily in my work. 
Rey spoke to me again about my lack of naturalness; I went to get 
Cler, foe deaf mute, who wouldn’t go with Mante and me to foe tavern 
dance; as a result, we were driven back to the Franpais. Le PrSjuge i la 
Mode, followed by hes Deux Pages. 

I still had some recollection of foe Pripigi from my childhood read- 
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ing at Claix, that which turned me toward the dramatic art All that 
was a long time ago, it was posdbly before the day the two priests were 
killed^ and I was expounding Virgil’s Bucotks with M. Durand when, 
about eleven o’clock in the morning, shouts arose at their death. When 
I go to Grenoble, I must look up the dates of those early studies. 
Destouches, whom I now find so bad, and fi)r whom I even have a pro- 
nounced antipathy, enchanted me with his love roles, which were em- 
bellished by my imagination and which turned me toward the theater. 
At this period, I had little appreciatbn of Moline: Racine bored me to 
death. I had more appreciation of Corneille. I had an antipathy for 
^agedies and the tragic manner. In all tragedies, except Le Cid, I 
found long passages that bored me, and, when I arrived at Paris in the 
Year VII, these passages still depressed me. 

5 Frimaire [November 34]. — ^I happened on Fatty Dini^ and we took a 
walk together for nearly an hour in the Palais-RoyaL He told me his 
Story. Mme. Jubie’s trait: “Have you got an income of thirty thousand 
francs for me to spend?” “No, W I’ve got twelve thousand.” “That 
being the case, 1 prefer to remain where I am.” 

A measured reply is one which ofiends the persons to whom it is 
made only the degree necessary to produce the desired effect; it is 
consequently one that spares their vanity as much as possible. Had my 
father proposed last year that I go to Mass, I’d have replied in the 
manner of the younger Horace, in such a way that a man who still had 
some sense would be overwhelmed. This year. I’d say to him, “Accord- 
ing to my principles, that would serve no useful purpose; accord- 
ing to yours, it would be a sacrilege. Therefore, it seems to me fruitless 
to go.” 

4 Frimaire [November 25] w— I’m lacking in sensibility when it comes to 
comic traits; it’s only after reflection that I find good ones. That comes 
from two causes: bek of social experience and the habit of regarding 
society like a passionate man, in the manner of Rousseau. Familiarity 
with men has led me to have contempt for the judgment of the great 
majority. This is composed of fools, but Rousseau himself said that, in 
indifferent things and within the range of his intelligence, even the 
fool is usually a good judge. 

In order to get over this shortcoming, I must read Mo^lb'e and 
Goldoni constantly. 

The heardess abandonment in which my fother is leaving me, as well 
as various traits of his life that I recall, leads me to think that he may 
indeed be nothing more than a Tartufe whose sole objective is mcmey; 

Hus event; which took place in the Place Grenetle, Grenoble; in June 1794, 
when Beyle was eleven yean old, is recounted iaUtVieie Hemy BnJari. 
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when you come to think of it, where could he have acquired any gen- 
eroaity? At the law courts? Through religion? 

This being the cas^ how long it has taken me to suspect the truthi 
What a difierence if I had Mante for a fatherl 
i8 Frhnaire [December have many things to write since ii Fri* 
maire, last Sunday. 

There have been few weeks in my life during which I’ve been the 
wimess of events so interesting for me; there were several days when I 
returned home with enough material to fill several pages, as, for in- 
stance, a whole day I spent at Martial’s and M. de Baure’s. 

Sunday, ii Frimaire, the day of the coronation, neither Mante nor I 
had a sou; he came for me at half-past seven, we simply went to the 
Rue Sttint-HonorA near the Caff Fran^ais; we happened on the dele- 
gation from the Isfre National Guard, Penet, Durif, Chavand, Reverdy, 
Thf nard, etc., etc., and, staying with them, we were able to see per- 
fectly the Utde prig carrying the Pope’s cross about a quarter past ten, 
then the Pope, and, an hour and a half later, the Emperor’s carriages 
and the Emperor himself. 

At half-past four in the afternoon, as I was going to Mme. RebuRel’s 
to see the procession go by, 1 encountered it en route, and saw it clearly. 

I reflected a great deal all day long on this quite obvious alliance of 
all the charlatans. Religion coming to crown tyranny, and all that in 
the name of the happiness of mankind. I rinsed out my mouth by read- 
ing a little of Alfieri’s prose. 

Martial and I took Mme. Rebuffel and Adfle to see the illuminations 
at the jXuileries, which were really very fine, but it was very cold. Pacf 
AND OATS [Adfle], who were walking in front of us, looked like two 
lovers who were quarreling. 

I went to bed at two o’clock in the morning; I was awakened by my 
Uncle Gagnon, who had come from Les Echelles and who is now (half- 
past eleven at nij^t), while I’m writing this, in my bed, where he got 
in first. Since then we’ve dined at Mme. Sauzay’s; the conceited Samuel 
Bernard, a living character observed. On the morrow, the day that 
Bonaparte went to the Champ de Mars to distribute the Eagles, my 
uncle, Mme. Rebuffel, her daughter and I saw him pass from the Legis- 
lative Corps. That day, we stayed with the ladies fourteen hours. A 
spark OF love emerged horn the embers. We made another call, during 
s^iich GATE, being more natural, began to please me again; I believe I 
also pleased her, 

jiu moms eomme un ami, si ce riest pas eomme amant. 

* She had two or three moments of tutswndness with me which en- 
chanted me, eq>ecially the one in which Tadvised her to read die fifth 
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bode of Emile, De FEsprit and Duebs’s Considerations sur les Moeun. 

Divine natutalness, whither does your dominbn'not extendi Th^ 
men of the most limited capacity don’t always notice that what they are 
shown isn’t natural, but it seems to me they permit themselves to be 
delighted only by what is. 

I’m rushing throu^ this because I haven’t enough time to dwell on 
things; otherwise, I'd speak at length of a three'hour visit to Pierre 
Daru, of another with Pac^ and of the completely sustained character 
of a conceited ass (of the civil servant variety) shown by the litde 
S. Bernard, Sub*Prefect at Rochefort. 

^ It seems as though the last will-o’-the-wisp of love for gate has re- 
appeared in my heart merely to place it precisely in the position it 
occupied in Flor&l, Year X. 

' I’ve seen H^oise [Victorine Mounier] again. I wasn’t in one of my 
tender moods: that diminished my pleasure, but at the same time kept 
me from behaving like an ass. 

I’ve seen her again, I said but a word to her: “How do you do, 
mademoiselle?’’ Thereupon, she bowed briefly and fled to her room; I 
added, “Is Edouard in?” She replied, I believe, “He’s in, monsieur.” 
I don’t recall her reply, I was too much taken up with scrutinizing her. 
I found her face very elongated, very much thinner. Is that real, or is 
it the result of the pleading of the Lawyer Against, who continually told 
me, “She isn’t pretty,” based on what Alexandre Mallein tpld me about 
her? He said she was stout, and I consequently imagined her as too 
stout. Anyway, I thought I saw that her face was gready troubled, but 
I’m not sure of that because of her thinness. What leads me to believe 
it, however, is the fact that a servant coming into the antechamber 
where I saw her announced in a loud voice, “M. Beyle.” 

In accordance with my dramatic system of maxima, I ought to have 
taken advantage of this moment to let her see my love; I didn’t do so, 
and yet I believe that she is the woman I will always love the most. 
That’s something to make me think twice about my love of glory. 

•From there I went into her father’s study, where Edouard greeted 
me, but coldly. "You’ve blossomed out like a Parisian!” As a matter of 
But, my cbthes, although common, thanks to my bastard [his father], 
had that agreeable disorder which betokens a young man accustomed 
to living well and to frequenting the elegant social circles of the capital. 

After a quarter of an hour of coolness, I left with two men who were 
there on a visit. We promised to see each other again, but coldly on Ids 
part. I foimd his lace very handsome, far handsomer than I had im- 
agined. The Lawyer Against, basing himself on hbllein’s opinions, had 
made my memories of beauty too exaggerated on the bad ade. 
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In connection with my lodgings, he repeated his old phrase about my 
natural ficlflencss, which seems to be a set opinion with him. 

Generally speaking, his conduct was quite proper, if he wants to 
break with me politely; everything tended in that direction, all the 
warmth and vivacity were on his side. 

During my brief audience, at which a young man from Rennes who 
had been brought up in Paris was present, Philippine came in to say 
that her sister wanted to sec him; he said, ‘‘I’m coming,” and stayed 
where he was. She came back, he went out and returned a minute later 
by another door, with the look of a person who intends, as I’ve just 
said, to break off politely. Maybe Victorine didn’t recognize me and 
asked him if I was that Beyle fellow; that would be a bit thick, but it’s 
possible.' 

My appearance was good, as much as was permitted by my face, 
which has nothing but character in its favor; frill, cravat, waistcoat 
were all that could be desired; my hair wasn’t piled up in the ‘‘gcniusT 
style” because I had it cut at noon. Generally speaking, I probably gave 
her the impression of that Parisian elegance of which Edouard spoke. 
But I realize myself how misleading all the signs given by ardent 
people may be; this account, although written rationally, may be a 
thousand leagues from the truth. 

She was wearing a straw hat of the German kind, tied under her 
chin with ribbons— blue ones, I think. I ought now to seek some means 
of seeing her again. How I would like to scrutinize her at leisure at the 
theater! 

Here’s- a map of the battlefield,^ all of it on the third floor of No. 558 
[Rue du Bac], for which I hunted a long time before finding it. Inci- 
dentally, I’m far from blaming her behavior with me, I find it rational, 
and that’s due to my experience; in my moments of sensibility a year 
ago. I’d have judged it far differently. Midnight is striking. I’m tired, 
tomorrow I’ll add a few details if they come back to me. Thus, this 
week I’ve seen the Pope, Bonaparte on his way to be crowned, my 
uncle in Paris, Adele fourtcf^n hours on end, a visit of three hours with 
Pierre Daru, and, above everything else, my Heloise. 

21 Frimaire [December 12]. — ^Martial took me to Dugazon’s; we each 
recited the speech in Cinna. I can conceive nothing better, nothing 
more candid (less affected) than what that consummate actor told us; 
it’s not often that I’ve conceived anything better. Guerin’s Phidre is 
possibly the only thing that has produced this effect on me. 

I’m delighted with Dugazon; he’s going to comment, truthfully and 

'Follows a sketch of the apartment in Beyle’s manuscript. It will be recalled 
that he always wrote of love as a ’liattle.” 
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spontaneously, on all the roles he gives us, and he’ll teach me to con- 
ceive them properly. He’s so far superior to La Rive that there’s no 
comparison between them. 

He’s in love with glory. He didn’t voice this feeling in pompous 
phrases; I discovered it by a casual word he let drop. 

Being acquainted with Dugazon is one of the best things that could 
happen for my talent. 

I tired myself out, with the result that I felt line all the rest of the 
day. 

I’ve just been to Ducis’s Macbeth, played by Talma; I was so worn 
qut by this morning’s lesson that it made no impression on me; it was 
extremely monotonous. 

Ducis’s play, which bored me throughout, is detestable; it’s a cari- 
cature of the terrible. That’s one of the most detestable ways possible 
of spoiling the superb play of Shakespeare. 

Ducis seems to have overlooked the fact that there can be no sensi- 
bility without details. This oversight is one of the capital shortcomings 
of the French theater. Recently, I read Alfieri’s Orestes, fully appreci- 
ating it; I found the same shortcoming there. I haven’t the slightest 
intention of comparing Ducis with Alheri; the Frenchman has as little 
good sense as th*' Italian has much. I found that the first act of Orestes 
is nothing but exposition, and the second is practically the same thing; 
the action doesn’t move from the first line. Shakespeare comes much 
closer to the kind of tragedy that 1*11 perhaps never execute but that I 
conceive. 

I must have the courage to put an abundance of details on the stage, 
and to make a character say, for instance, “The King sleeps in this 
room.”^ Too, I’ll compose an absolutely new kind of tragedy by putting 
character portrayal into it. 

The Macbeth of Ducis is literally not worth a pipeful of tobacco. 
Mile. Raucourt’s physical appearance, clad in white and with a large 
torch lighting up her villainous face, would have filled me with terror 
had it been well carried off. 

II zio [the uncle] saw Beauharnais; when I returned, he told me 
about the friendly greeting he had been given, and this made me have 
illusions of ambition for two hours. 

28 Frimaire [December /p].— I’ve let events slip by since the day of Mac- 
beth. I saw the play Ariane on the 26th. Mile. Duchesnois was lovely 
and excellent; but too many of her lines were spoken in a singsong 
voice, like chromatic music. Mile. Mars ever more perfect. 

*No mention was ever made in the French classical theater of any specific de- 
tails. 
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The Emperor came at the second act of the tragedy and left during 
the last. My uncle and I saw him clearly; his forehead and nose are 
more this way ^ than I thought they were; these two effects -of 
the forehead and nose being parallel are very common in France, and 
form a menial aspect. 

I let many agreeable moments go by without describing them. 
Dugazon’s second lesson was charming. Pace didn't come. 

But the greatest happiness that society at large has given me was 
produced the third time I went to Dugazon’s. N . . . , Mile. Rolan* 
deau and Pac6 came; I arrived at half*past eleven and left after two 
o’clock; left Pac6 at three in the Rue Sdnt'Honor6, at Mme. Hahet's 
door, I believe, after having shopped around h>r a pdte de foie gras 
(four louis). 

I’m a long way from having Pace’s social experience and particularly 
his facility, but it seems to me I’ll have the exquisite taste an extremely 
sensitive soul gives. It seems to me that Pace doesn’t feel all these little 
things, for he would speak of them occasionally, and I’m sure that 
Locke [Mante] doesn’t feel them. This exquisite sentiment is the cause 
of my bashfulness; and the lack of this sentiment possibly accounts for 
Mante’s assurance. 

This interval from noon to five o’clock was delightful for me. It was, 
it seems to me, the greatest happiness that society at large has ever 
given me. I was at the height of contentedness. 

A long conversation I had with Pac6 on leaving Dugazon’s con- 
tributed not a litde to this feeling. 

In the evening I went to the Fran^ais, and for the first time sat else- 
where than in the pit. I found a seat as near as possible to the actors, 
later I made the rounds of the loges, looking vainly for Victorine. I was 
astonished at the beauty of Mile. Contat, the astonishing delicacy of her 
nose and the Grecian beauty of her eyes. 

Mile. Contat was detestable iq Le Prijuge d la Mode, a play written 
by La Chaussee, I recall that from my childhood reading at Claix, in 
my father’s study, che m* hanno decidato per forte dramatica [which 
led me to decide for the dramatic art]. 

I hummed, "Ah, we’ll find our judges,’* to the tune of Ha, Pietade 
Troverimol, applying it to myself, Voluire and other dramatists. I was 
t hinking .of two thousand years hence, of 3805. 

"Notes at end of nore^oo)^.— Voyagfe from Grenoble to Paris, Year XIL 

I left Grenoble with 362 livres and 12 sous on 28 Ventdse, Year XII. 
I arrived in Paris on 18 Germinal in a Gouge cab at half-past six in the 
evening. 

My trip from Geneva to Paris in five said a half days cost me 
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84 livres 84 L 

Tip at Lyon to the driver (a former artillery quartermaster) i L 10 s. 
Tips en route, about 4 livres . 4 1 . 

I spent the sum of approximately 346 livres en route and at Geneva 
from 28 Ventdse to the evening of 18 Germinal. In nineteen days of 
traveling to Geneva, Lyon and Paris, 346, which makes 18 Wes 

A 

— a day. 

*9 



“A Future Young Dramatic-Bard 
with a Future Young Aaress” 


PROBABLY no single day in Beyle’s life was more momentous than the 
one which brought the year 1804 to a close. It started with his meeting 
Melanie Guilbert, his first mistress and the only woman with whom he 
ever actually lived, and it ended with him trudging through the snow to 
buy the Ideologic of Destutt de Tracy, his philosophy master and the man 
whose induence on his thought was the greatest. At the moment, however, 
he had little time to give to new acquaintances, for he was far too occu- 
pied with rage at the "miserliness” of his “bastard of a father” and with 
rekindled love for the lovely phantom bearing the name of Victorine 
Mounier. 

Although jiis financial sittiation had become desperate by the end of the 
year, his tirades against his father in the diary and elsewhere need not be 
taken too seriously. Most of the elder Beyle’s money was tied up in prop- 
erty, and he had lost large sums in what his son contemptuously calls his 
“agriculturomania,” yet Beyle’s accounts of the period show that his allow- 
ance, with one or two exceptions, was paid regularly, that he received 
several extra sums from home and that, in all, his father gave him 3,184 
francs during 1804. If he not infrequently lacked the bare necessities of 
life, it should be borne in mind* that he had borrowed recklessly, lost 157 
francs toward the end of the year in the gambling dens of the Palais-Royal, 
gone almost nightly to the theater, bought books constandy and started 
declamadon lessons at twenty francs each— all of which was difficult to do, 
even in those days, on 200 francs a month. 

In any case, during the month of January, when his finances were at 
their lowest, his bve for Victorine soared to its highest. He moved as 
though in a dream, his imagination transformed the muddy streets of Paris 
into a glittering fairyland, the- pages of his diary took on an unaccustomed 
lyricism— in a word, he had, as he would latef have said, “crystallized.” 
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The exaltation of die entries in his diary became more and mote accen- 
tuated until his lyricism abrupdy broke off on January 15 with the ex- 
planation: “I stop .because 1 feel a dizzy spell coming on: my attention 
and emodon are too* intense.” He marked the day and the hour, and then 
wrote rather incoherendy of other things. But as soon as he felt sure of 
himself again, he analyzed his threatened attack under the characterisdc 
heading: “Ideobgical Physiology.” This significant entry strikingly illus- 
trates the strange duality of his character— mad emodons coupled with a 
cold, analydcal intellect. It is typical that, driven to dangerous fronders by 
his exaltation and concentradon, he should turn-around and conduct an 
ideobgical examinadon of himself with the objecdve interest of a scientist 
notifig the results of an experiment. 

Late the same nij^t he went by moonlight through the silent streets 
of the Left Bank to stroll romandcally beneath Victorine's window — os 
Lucien Leuwen was to pass his evenings outside Afme. de Chasteller’s 
window and Fabrice del Dongo that of La Fausta. As the days passed and 
he received, no answer to the letters he had sent to Victorine, he gradually 
gave up hope. Isievertheless, his ecstadc mood gave way to a blissful calm. 
He seemed to be floaung through an exquisite dream that was prolonged 
from day to day. He had no money, but what of it? Everything enchanted 
him. In the middle of February he wrote his sister that those first weeks 
of the new year had been the happiest of his life. But by then the magic 
period when Victorine alone had been responsible for his felicity was a 
thing of the past, and, in the susceptible heart of her lover, a rival had 
moved into the place that had been hers for three years. 

Having decided that if one was going to be a “dramatic-bard” one 
should know the art of acting, Beyle, together with Martial Daru, had 
started taking declamation lessons from La Rive in 1804, but at the end of 
the year they changed to Jean Dugazon of the Th^tre Fran^ais, who had 
the double advantage of being considerably cheaper and infinitely more 
talented. This declamation master was the animator of a bohemian group 
of aspiring Talmas and Marses: there was Felipe, a little hussy who had 
been brought up backstage; there was Wagner, a ponderous German 
youth; there was Mme. Mortier, “a vulgar wench who’d like to be re- 
fined,” and, above all, there was a slender, sad-eyed yormg lady whom the 
village priest had christened Jeanne-Fran^oise-M^lanie Guilbert, but who, 
in somewhat premature anticipation of making her debut at the Th^tre 
Fran^ais, had rechristencd herself Mile. Louason. 

The initial appearance of Melanie in Dugazon’s class the last day of 
1804 caused no undue commotion in her future lover’s heart, which was 
still devoted to Victorine and Gbry: indeed, if he noticed her at all, it 
was merely to sneer at her "petty manners.” Before long, however, he 
seemed to detect a certain friendliness on her part, even an appreciation of 
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his **uoderstandmg souL” Finally, after a month o£ indi&rence, he walked 
home with her, an action that gave rise to the reflection that a passing love 
afiair with this "little Louason" might cure him o£ his love for Victorine 
and would at least occupy the time pleasantly untiLhe departed for his 
summer visit to Grenoble. "But,” he added severely, "in that case, it’s 
necessary that she have a soul.” 

As it ^ppened, Melanie really^did have a soul, and a "melancholy? one 
at that. She was, moreover, pleasing to look at. The wistfulness of her 
"immense blue eyes,” the suggestion of mystery about her "severe Greek 
face,” the ftailty of her graceful— albeit “somewhat skiimy”— body made 
her, in Beyle’s eyes, “a very beaudful'-woman.” 

Exactly three years his elder, she had been bom in Normandy, the 
durd and last child of an obscure and apparently not very harmonious 
family. An early love affair terminated in the traditional manner: the 
lover faded out of the picture, and Melanie turned up in Paris with a baby 
daughter, the remains of a meager fortune and the ambition to become a> 
ftunous actress. 

In the capital further misfortunes awaited her, not the least of which 
was meeting Henri Beyle. Simplicity itself, M^nie was cut out to lead a 
banal bourgeois life with a not too imaginative husband or lover. But 
what with an ordinary man might have been a happy little bve affair 
became with Beyle a highly complicated relationship, constantly disturbed 
by his chimeras, shifting between tenderness and suspicion, and inevitably 
crashing in mutual disillusionment. 

Up until this time the loves of the skittish Beyle had always been 
phantoms^ merely so many euphonious names symbolizing his idttd Julie, 
and no unkind reality had ever intervened to expose their flaws. In 
Mflanie Guilbert he fell in love for the first time with a real woman, a 
woman he could see day after day, whose voice he could hear, whose 
actions he could witness, whose changing moods he cpuld study. It was a 
cruel test that no human female could survive. 

No sooner had Beyle confessed to himself that he was in love mth 
Melanie than his imagination galloped ahead to sketch a brilliant picture 
of what he described in hit own brand of English as "a future young 
dramatic-bard with a future young actress.” He multiplied his visits to 
Melanie’s apartment, discoursed lengthily on the soul, love and glory — 
and, once in the street outside, invariably reproached himself for not 
having seduced her. Soon he was in a state of violent jealousy and was 
tormented by all manner of speculations, most of them highly insulting 
to the woman he loved. But with his provincial gravity and his I^uphincas 
terror of being duped, he solemnly weighed the pros and cona^ and, in the 
end, Mflanie’s sold triumidied over his doubts. 

The ddightftd ups and distressing downs of Beyle’s interminable court- 
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ship, as told with an abundance of details in the following pages, never 
dulled this sentimentalist’s appetite for the cold precision of rules and 
logic. He would return from Melanie’s apartment to analyze the day’s 
emotions and, shutting his mind to love’s uncertainties, immerse himself 
in the cleanout verities of Destutt de Tracy’s Id^ologie, the only work, 
he afterward said, that brought about a revolution in him. 

This philcwpher’s Elements d^ldtolo^ (all but forgotten today) con- 
sisted of a trilogy on "the science of thinking”; the first volume treated of 
"ideology proper,” or the formation of ideas; the second of "grammar,” 
or the expression of ideas; the third of “logic,” or the combination of ideas. 
This ^etiiodical and materialistic philosophy, which was considered by its 
inventor as a branch of zoology rather than of metaphysics, completed and 
codified the sensualist doctrines advanced by Bacon, Hobb^, Locke, 
Helv&ius and Condillac. 

Tracy’s lucid, straightforward doctrine, expressed in a clear, simple 
style and reducing the hypothetical to a negligible minimum, at last re- 
vealed the secret springs of thought and provided a foundation for Beyle’s 
future philosophical or, as we would probably say today, psychological 
researches. On first acquaintance he was less impressed by the Rapports 
iu Physique et du Moral de VHomme by Tracy’s colleague. Dr. Georges 
Cabanis. Its vague st)le and the confused manner in which the material 
was presented irritated him, and only several years later, "conjecturing the 
ideas which lay behind the phrases,” did he realize that "the father of 
materialism” offered a passkey to the human body as precious as that of 
Tracy to the mind. For Cabanis, man was a product of his "climate,” which 
not only produced his “temperament” but, taken in its widest sense, in- 
cluded the vital influences of diet, education, government, mores, etc. 
Theories regarding the influence on the human character of climate and 
temperament were anything but new; in the early nineteenth century, 
however, they had lapsed into oblivion, and it was to Beyle’s credit that 
he recognized their value and incorporated them into that peculiar system 
to which he himself gave the name of “Beylism.” 

Thus it was that he was able to devote his intellectual energy to the 
study «f dry philosophical and psychological works at the same time that 
his emotional ardor was being consumed in the- courtship of M^nie. But 
Beyle would have had no difficulty in reconciling his two apparently in- 
congruous occupations: was not a combination of the practical a.nd the 
theoretical essential to the mastery of any subject; did not both Mflame 
and the scientific philosophers reveal the workings of the human heart? 

Another interest soon competed with love and philosophy. Exasperated 
hy his poverty, and despairing of making an immediate fortune by means 
of his comedies, he had beeu casting about for some scheme which would 
assute lum of an independent income, and out of his endless ctmversationa 
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with h^te a great idea was bom. The latter, nearing the end of his bank' 
ing studies, was planning to serve an apprenticeship in the principal 
maritime cities of France, and then, with money supplied by his father, 
to establish himself as a banker in Paris. And why shouldn’t Henri join 
him? Beyle, of course, was totally ignorant of banking, and nothing was 
more remote than the possibility that “the bastard” would advance the 
required capital. Still, where there’s a will there’s a way, and, with his 
customary optimism, he went over his prospects: 

The property he would inherit at his father’s death would provide him 
an annual income of 12,000 francs a year. On the property producing this 
revenue he would borrow 100,000 francs at 6 per cent to use as capital in 
his business with Mante. The bank would yield an average profit of 20 
per cent; therefore, deducting the interest, he would earn 14/xx) francs in 
addition to the i2/x)0 francs from his property. “Thus, as a bachelor. I’ll 
have an annual income of 26,000 francs, and in society. I’ll be de Beyle, 
epicure, wealthy banker, and writing verse for my own amusement.” Ho 
would go even farther: he would marry a woman with an income of 19,000 
francs, and become a tribunate at i5/xx> francs, bringing his yearly income 
up to 60,000 francs. Gratifying prospects indeed for a youth who, in the 
meantime, was obliged to get along on 200 francs a monthi 

His hopes had become more modest by the time he got around to sound' 
ing out his himily on the prospects of floating a domestic loan. “Pencil in 
hand,” Mante and he had calculated that “very probably ten years from 
now” their bank would give each of them i5/xx> francs in annual profits. 
However, and here was the rub, the bank’s existence depended on “the 
bastard’s” problematical ^nerosity — ^30,000 francs’ worth of it. Beyle did 
not have many illusions about the matter, but, resourceful as a good 
banker should be, he proposed a way out. Since his allowance was 2400 
francs a year, all his father would have to do would be to turn over the 
capital producing this amount of interest, which would be, “supposing we 
found it at 10 per cent,” 24,000 francs. 

No encouragement was forthcoming from Grenoble, but Beyle, UU' 
daunted, went right ahead with his plans: as far as he was concerned, the 
affair was settled. G)n$equtatly, when Mante left on March 10 for 
Grenoble and Marseille, it was understood that Beyle would join him 
four months later at the Mediterranean port. 

In all these arrangements, it will be noticed, no provision had been made 
for MSanie, who, to all appearances, was to be abandoned by her capri' 
dous lover in favor rtf a career. But Mante had hardly left Paris when — 
incredible coincidence— Mlilanie, who also had been thinking about the 
futoe, announced that if she were not accepted by the Th6ltre Fran^ais 
she intended to accept an engagement to appear four months later at the 
Grand'TheHtre of Marseille! Beyle, who iln^ubtedly had been at a loss 
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as to how to break the news to her of the banking project and his own 
departure, turned this announcement to his advantage with Machiavellian 
cunning. ‘*There’s .an amazing stroke of luck for me/’ he rejoiced. “I 
didn’t tell her I was planning to go* there, but simply that, if she went. I’d 
follow her and sacrifice Paris for her.” 

During the ensuing weeks, commissions and percentages replaced 
states df passion and habits of the soul in his studies. But this sudden 
interest in commercial affairs should mislead no one. Never for a minute 
did he lose sight of his ultimate goal: “five or six years of boredom and 
unprofitableness for his studies” was the rather exorbitant price he would 
have to pay for the leisure to do what he wanted. Beyle, the wealthy 
bank^'^r, was merely to be the respectable mask for Beyle, the seducer of 
women and the successor to Moliere. 

Matters were abruptly precipitated at the end of April, when Melanie 
signed a contract to appear in Marseille at the then amazingly large sum 
of 6,300 francs a year. 

Beyle, who had been letting things slide, was forced to act, and act 
quickly. He decided to accompany her as far as Lyon, whence he would 
hasten to Grenoble, attempt to argue his father into lending him 30,000 
francs, and then triumphantly rejoin his sweetheart and his best friend in 
Marseille. 

There remained the question of taking the step that would make 
Melanie his mistress. Time had passed; he had evasively promised himself 
that he would possess her tomorrow, next week, next month, and, when 
the day arrived, his courage had always deserted him. How many times 
had he seen Melanie in negligee I How many hours had he passed alone 
with her in the intimacy of her apartment! And now it had come to a 
showdown. “It’s absolutely necessary for me to possess her during the 
voyage,” he told himself. “If I only dared to dare! The more I love her, 
the more bashful I am.” 

And to prepare himself for the bridal night, he deliberately set about 
“drying up” his emotions. He sneered at his sentimental self, determined 
to “attack” every woman who crossed his path, to be “as scoundrelly as 
possible” and to allow his natural tenderness to reappear only when he 
had finally become Melanie’s lover. A strange preparation for the pleasures 
of a honeymoon! Yet Beyle knew himself: he knew only too well that, 
when he was “all soul,” he was bashful, awkward, silly. If he could suc- 
ceed in reducing himself to cold-bloodedness, he might perhaps become 
the Valmont he had so long pictured himself as being. Only after having 
proved to his own satisfaction that he was capable of being a Valmont 
(;ould he return with safety to his natural role of a Saint-Preux. 

The never-to-be-forgotten period of the garret room across from the 
Louvre, the pit of the Th6&tre Fran^ais and the declamation lessons at 
E 
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Dugazon’s was at an end. The time had come for new scenes, new occu- 
pations, new acquaintances. Early on the morning of May 8 the future 
young dramatic-bard and his future young actress went to the old Cour 
des Messageries, where, in the midst of chickens, barkdng dogs and piles 
of luggage, the horses were being harnessed to the stocky stagecoach that 
was to bear them toward the smiling future. Beyle, his heart thumping 
joyfully, inwardly rejoiced that this voyage gave every promise of being a 
"charming one.” 


1804-3 


Journal of My Third Voyage to Paris 


Notebook containing all that happened 
from I Nivose, Year XIII to . . . 

SOCIAL HAPPINESS 


t NivSte, Year XIII [December 22, 1804].— Very cold; everything is 
fuzzy with snow. 

Voltaire’s note on Pascal. 

Is thf soul substance' or quality, is it placed in the body with the eye, 
or is it the result of the eye’s existence? Locke’s theory diat we receive 
all our ideas through our senses, together with the anatomy of passions 
such as is found in Helv^tius, shows that in man we see no effect pro- 
duced by the soul, that there are only effects produced by the senses, 
and that man therefore doesn’t possess a soul. 

Before everything ebe, it’s necessary for a poet to have experienced 
an immense number of emotions, from the strongest — the terror of see- 
ing a ghost— to the mildest— the murmur of a faint breeze among the 
leaves. For example, most men are indifferent to this latter phenome- 
non, which has often given me exquisite pleasure. 

Without that treasury of experienced emotions which study not only 
does not create but actually prevents from being created, one makes 
blunders like d’Alembert, who, in the loge of his friend, Mme. Geoffrin, 
whom he’d just lost, spoke of people who are led to torture, a blunder 
perceived at once by the sensitive Jean-Jacques, who, moreover, was 
far less capable dt reafoning than d’Alembert. 

In thb case, d’Alembert was like a iftan trying to write in Enghsh 
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without a dictionary and only understanding a sixth of the words. He’d 
do like Adjutant General Petietr who, wishing to pay a compliment to 
the daughter of his hostess at Constance, I believe, told her that she was 
a wench. 

The fourth lesson on Bernadille [Dugazon] on 28 Frimaire, XIII, 
gave me the greatest happiness that society at large ever made me feel. 
It wasn’t Bernadille, or Mile. Rolandeau, or Pace, or the other Mme. 
. . • alone who put me in this state of contentment, it was the union 
of them all. This state lasted from noon till five o’clock, at which hour 
my uncle repeated to me what Mme. Daru told him this morning, what 
Pierre had told her before the fireplace iti two hours and a half of time.^ 
JO l^ivdse, the last day of the year /804.— I can rightly call this day a 
happy one; it would have been completely so if my father had the char- 
acter of, say, Mante, and did not leave me languishing in destitution. 

At noon, I went to Bernadille’s, where I found Mile. Louason and 
Mile. Nourri(, of the Opera, who looks kupid. Ariadne arrived and 
gave me her hand as she came in. Bernadille had her rehearse the fifth 
act of Monime, he weeps at will. Pace arrived; a thousand slight 
nuances in his behavior with Ariadne showed me that he’s had her; he 
admitted it to me and denied it a second later. 

I went to Le Ph linte de Moliire, and never did a play make such an 
impression on me. Tonight I was more of a man of the world than an 
artist. The play filled me with enthusiasm for virtue, and I saw it only 
as a whole, energetically beautiful. 

The audience, which was a rare one, appreciated it thoroughly and 
applauded ten or twelve times, as heartily as possible. At the climax in 
the third act, it applauded every word; the smiles, the talk I heard on 
all sides showed me that the audience thoroughly appreciated it. There, 
witnessed by me, is the small and select audience one should aim to 
please; the circle starts at this point, gradually grows smaller, and ends 
with me. I might compose a work which would please no one but my- 
self, and which would be recognized as beautiful in the year 2000. 

My enthusiasm for virtue was so strong, and I felt so thoroughly 
that one can possess virtue only in proportion to one’s power of mind, 
and that, in works of literature, the virtue of the characters is an im- 
portant part that, in spite of the snow, I went to Courier's, on the 
Quai de la Volaille, to buy the first part of Tracy, and that, with no fire 

^What Pierre Daru said is suggested more fully in Pensies, where Beyle writes, 
“He took me from my arrival from Grenoble when I had, he said, the air of a 
little nun and didn’t dare blow my nose in a salon, up to the present, when, 
remaining in Paris without a job. I’m making a bad reputation for myself. This 
opinion of me certainly isn’t a favorable one, since it interprets my whole con- 
duct as continual 'hypocrisy. And yet, so deep-seated is man’s conceit that it 
gave me pleasure.” 
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in my room, I’ve just read the first sixty pages of it There, it seems to 
me, is the strongest impression a play ever made on me. The noble 
pride it inspired in me affected even my bearing. I was superb as I 
passed down the corridor and stairs on my way out. 

This strong impression perhaps came from the fact that my soul had 
no sineurs, in Bernadille’s sense, and, on the contrary, let itself go. In 
that respect he’s taught me a very valuable truth. 

This play really filled my soul with happiness, a happiness more in 
keeping with my bearing, nobler, more deeply founded dian that which 
the performance of L’Optimiste gave me last summer. 

T^ day is not the happiest one I might conceive: for that. I’d have 
had to see the play beside Victorine, loving me as I love her, and being 
assured' of a fortune — ^for instance, an income of 6,000 francs. In that 
case, there would have been nothing to bother me except the slight 
consciousness of fever, but probably it wouldn’t have existed then, 
happiness would have driven it away, as unhappiness, I believe, gives 
bii^ to it. 

This day’s happiness has consequently been of a superb mediocrity, 
and this performance the one that has made the deepest impression on 
me of any Tve ever seen. For me, the theatrical illusion was perfect be- 
cause I didn’t think of noticing the non-illusion in it. I gently let myself 
go, and, I repeat, I believe that I experienced so much emotionally 
because my soul was not sinewy, did not stiffen. I am indebted for that 
to Bernadille. 

Here is a fact: the worst tragedies draw large audiences; everything 
is full up; the best comedies don’t draw anybody; the actors are unim- 
portant as a reason for people to come to see a play. This perfectly 
certain fact is a truth for the history of the Revolution. 

January 1, 180 $. — ^I read the first hundred and twelve pages of Tracy 
with the greatest satis&ction and as easily as a novel. Tonight I had a 
litde fever; it wasn’t painful, during that time I read a volume of 
Voltaire’s correspondence at the Saint-Jorre reading room. I lack money 
— diet’s go to Grenoble. But yesterday I saw Philinte, I bought Tracy 
yesterday, I’ll spend three liours tomorrow with Dugazon, Duchesnois 
and Pac6 — diet’s stay in Paris. My position is consequently the best pos- 
sible with a barbarous father who allows my machine to be undermined 
by a daily fever which a little cash would cure. 

And t^ fiither may love mel If, contrary to all appearances, he is 
only a Tartufe who at bottom is only a miser, he’s a fine example to 
show me, at my expense, die errors into which lead the passions I love 
so much; what material for the character of agriculturomanial 

'Crozet and Barfal arrived on . . . Crozet has changed marvelously 
to his advantage, ever too vanity, too nAich of that false dignity which 
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believes it lowers itsel]E by approaching the simple things of ordinary 
life, a bourgeois mind, the opposite of Barral’s. He’s in love with Mile. 
S. R. [Blanche de La Bergerie] and, what is astonishing and neverthe* 
less appears riamato, having Penet for a rival, he's thinking of leaving 
the Fonts et Chauss^es to become a lawyer. He’s only twenty years 
old. 

72 Nivdse [January 2].— If my grandfather speaks to me about reasoning 
with my father, I’ll be like Count Almaviva: battle is my forte. 

In strict justice, a father owes board, clothing and the natural neces- 
sities to his children. But every man shquld keep his promises, and my 
father promised me a thousand ecus. 

If my father, like Jean-Jacques, had put me in an orphanage, sup- 
posing all chances of hazard to be against me, it would be impossible 
for me to be more unfortunate than I am at present. Indeed, I’d be more 
unfortunate had I never read Jean-Jacques, whom I read in spite of 
him and who gave me the caracter loving and the great loves. 

Nivdse \)^nu:iry j ]. — Quests oggi il giorno dei due soldi; faro une 
descrizione deUo staio nel quale mi lascia mio padre. Ecco un terribite 
effetto d'avarizia. Tencin gu'E me six livers ch'egli mi doveva. 

[Today is the day of the two sous. I’ll write a description of the state 
in which my faths.r has left me. This is the terrible effect of avarice. 
Barral gave me six livres which he owed me.] 

/6 Nivdse [January 6].— Last night Crozet, I and Barral went to the 
latter’s house after Andrieux’s lesson, and stayed there until midnight 
chatting and drinking tea. 

Milan [NapoleonJ almost perished at the large cruciibt on Mont- 
Cenis, and jumped down a staircase of fifteen steps; all Turin knows 
about this. 

A fine trait of pity in Barral, who, at eleven o’clock at night, set out 
from the Rue de Lille to take forty-eight livres to Charvet, in the Rue 
de I’Arbre Sec; all the circumstances augmented the beauty of the trait. 
Fabre’s Alceste wouldn’t have acted any better than this, I believe, in 
Year XI. 

77 Nivdse [January 7]. — It’s strange that, in spite of the terrible abandon- 
ment in which I’m left by my bastard of a father. I’m still happy. For 
several days I’ve been putting off drawing a picture of my misery. Yet 
such a picture, together with one of the happiness I’m enjoying, would 
be curious. 

M. Thorenc-Tardivy came to see me at seven o’clock to ask for the 
twenty-five livres I owe him and can’t pay him, having but three livres 
lent me by Crozet. I’m hardly humiliated any more by little borrowings 
like that, which a year ago would have been the death of me. 

I went to Dugazon’s without declaiming, and from there to Pierre 
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Daru's in neg^gent attire to ask him for 200 francs (given me by my 
grandfather). In the library, I found Mme. Daru, Pac 4 Mme. Rebuffel 
and Adde; I, as well as the ladies, was asked to stay to dinner; I left 
them there, departing at seven o’clock, although I’d have liked to stay, 
but I had only twenty-six sous in my pocket and I might have been 
obliged to pay for a fiacre to take them home. That’s a sample of the 
fine considerations to which a fiither’s avarice has reduced one of the 
noblest characters I ktuow. 

In spite of that. I’m happy tonight; this is due in large part to the 
prospect of 200 francs tomorrow. I was quite badly dressed today. 

Mme. Daru (Pierre) has no wit, and everything about her indicates 
a petty character. All day I recognized the conversation and character 
of Louis XIV’s courtiers, such as 1 picture them. Full details about the 
Marshals’ Ball yesterday; it cost, I believe, 180,000 francs, the finest 
that has been given in a long time; 4,000 candles, renewed every two 
hours, 1,200 women, 3,000 people in all; two quadrilles of honor; the 
Emperor arrived at half-past nine and left at midnight; the women had 
been there since six; the boredom of the long wait, a little pug dog 
who came in was taken for the Emperor, afterward a diversion was 
provided by a woman fainting. 

The silliness of the things all my companions think about. What is 
a noble character? The notion of asking this question is the first fruit 
of reading Tracy’s Idiologie. Only women of a noble character are 
capable of providing me happiness; I recognize the happy fruits of* 
Idiohgie by a thousand sprouts of new ideas. 

A cdtnedy representing a noble character among people like those 
with whom I diced, a comedy aimed at defending noble characters, 
like La Metromanie aims at defending poets in society. A scheme to be 
examined later. 

One of Arsinoe’s lines in Nicomide was a revelation to me on the 
sulqect of women, and made me see that the majority of them have 
petty characters which would be incapable of doing anything fi>r my 
happiness. 

The characters that I attribute to Portia, Pauline [Beyle’s sister] and 
Victorine [Mounier] are rare. The discovery of this truth will remove 
my bashfulness in the presence of women. 

Prince Louis dances very badly. It seems to me that all the petty ways 
I observed this morning in Mesdemoiselles Louason and Robndeau, 
and even more so tonight in AdMe and Mme. Pierre [Daru] would 
very soon bore me. 

.If I were to be.put in the exact place of the elder Daru today. I’d 
die of boredom in less than ux monthly and in Martial’s place in less 
than a year. In either case. I’d h^nd in my resignation. I must seem 
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queer in society, not entirely stupid and ponderous, but still not a man 
of wit 

Mme. Daru, the mother, ovenyhelmed me with kindness; I dined in 
a thoroughly agreeable manner between Martial and AdMe. I was 
aware of it as I took my place at table, and scarcely had the time to re- 
frain from saying, “You are putting me between the ones I like best” 
3 / NivSse [January //].— I’ve just come from Les Horaces; Duchesnois 
took the role of Sabina, for ^e first time, I believe. 

La Mire Jalouse by Barthe, very well acted and amusing; I was un- 
able to judge it well, I was looking at the Emperor. 

^pThroughout the first play I strained 'my eyes, from the second tier 
wWe I was, looking for Victorine. I thought I recognized her a few 
loges away, but it wasn’t she, especially the gestures. I ogled so much 
that I’m cross-eyed. 

24 NivSse [January 74 ].— If the state we are in while our fate is being de- 
cided is a go(^ omen, Victorine ought to love me. 1 spent a delightful 
afternooii ?t ^ernadille’s, from noon till half-past two; Nourrit, Miles. 
Rolandeau, Louason and the German were there. There’s no getting 
around it. Mile. Rolandeau is out to tease me, once today I saw what 
was coming a long time ahead. I had the courage to come out of my 
reserve; a little jo’ mg is all that’s necessary. The little wife of General 
Lestrange came, and I believe that with her and Mile. Rolandeau, if we 
found ourselves alone, all would be finished. Bernadille said before 
everyone, like a man who sees something, and in three or four different 
ways, that it’s not blood that flows in my veins, it’s quicksilver. 

Being heartened by the little successes resulting from my boldness, 
I became expansive, he saw that I had some mettle; he was very well 
satisfied with the way in which I recited the first scene of Le Misan- 
thrope; he said with enthusiasm and truth that I would be an excellent 
actor; he told me he wanted to put the play on in society and have me 
act in it. Mile. Rolandeau applauded; when I was going out, he said 
to General Lestrangc’s wife that I’d get over my accent, like Lafond, 
and that I would act like him, meaning that I would succeed in acting 
well. He said what I my&clf have said about my manner of acting, that 
I have great ability and warmth of soul, and that I lack the rest. Today 
was the first time that what I might become in declamation was di^ 
covered. Bernadille said what he thought, perhaps it wasn’t the same 
with Mile. Rolandeau, who predicted that someday I would act in 
comedy: I think there were two things in that, she said what Ae 
thought and vras teasing me. It’s absolutely the case you- find in novek: 
she wants to take bay education in hand and she likes me, that youth‘ 
Jut fervor, as Comdlle says, appeals to her, I^ when I have a frock 
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coat and some money, I want her. I’ll have her: it’s not that any of 
these things are necessary, but I myself need them in order not to be 
bashful, and bashfulness paralyzes all my means. I only begin to be 
myself when I am accustomed, blase as she says. "’He needs to become 
blas4*’ she said one day in front of me. She guessed rightly; if I took 
the trouble, I could also have Mile. Louason and General Lestrange’s 
wife. 

So much for worltUy things, for the pleasures of vanity; I went into 
detail because they are very rare for me, who have a sensitive soul and 
an avaricious father, and because I have need of being disgusted with 
them in order to give myself up entirely to my love for Victorine and 
THE fame; but that will come. I’m sure. A year of luxury and the pleas- 
ure of vanity, and I’ll have satisfied the needs given me by the influ- 
ence of my century, I’ll return to the pleasures which are really 
pleasures for my soul, and with which I’ll never be disgusted. 

But during this period of folly. I’ll get over my bashfulness, some- 
thing that’s absolutely necessary in order for me to appear as I am; until 
then what will be seen will be a formal and artificial person who is 
almost the complete opposite of the one he conceals. I ^oroughly ex- 
perienced this in the letters I wrote to Victorine yesterday and the day 
before; they were detestable, they didn’t at all show my heart as it is, 
and I couldn’t correct them, and my facial expression wasn’t there to 
furnish a commentary on them; they showed me as quite a different 
person than I am. If I frequented the same social circles as she. I’m 
sure, she’d love me, for she’d see that I worship her and that I have a 
soul a^ lofty as the one I attribute to her, wTuch her education (by her 
father in adversity and in a foreign country) must have given her, and 
which she undoubtedly has; it seems to me that, once we knew each 
other and realized how little the rest of humankind is suited to merit 
our love and make us happy, we’d love each other forever. 

My letters came far indeed from showing my thoughts naively, and 
I feel that what I am writing here is still just so much phraseology, that 
it’s not yet my thought, bare and stripped of all literary effect; for this, 
I need social experience, and for social experience I need money; I feel 
that I’m made for the best society and for the best of women; I desire 
these two things too poignantly not to make myself deserving of them. 

Finally, from two to four yesterday, I wrote Victorine a letter entirely 
different from the preceding ones, much more natural, but still a litde 
inflated, and that in spite of myself because, flustered as I was, I lost 
all naturalness in trying to make corrections. From four to seven I 
eppied it in these, character^: there were three large sheets of vellum 
paper. I made a packet of it, with a l;ttle return letter addressed to 
^e italicized words are printed in the manuscript 
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M. Victor Alfine in care of Crozet. Crozet added the address, and I put 
the packet in the post in the Rue des Vieux-Augustins at the cafe on 
the corner of the Rue dcs Colonnes. 

The weather was as balmy as an evening in spring: that and the step 
I had just taken, the pleasure of being rid of a necessary action and one 
which upset me, that and my hope, all made me happy. I dined con- 
tentedly ^with Crozet at Mme. Debernet’s; from there we went to 
Barral’s in a spring drizzle that took me back to Italy; we spent the eve- 
ning there; I had a slight headache about eleven o’clock. I tumbled into 
a puddle in the Rue de Poitiers^ slipping as I put my foot on a stone 
in the middle. Being all wet, I went t6 spend the night with Crozet. 
We got up at nine o’clock this morning and walked for an hour and a 
half together in the Tuileries. In this weather, which makes me happy 
through sentiment, the air is charged with love for me. Crozet only left 
me at half-past twelve at Dugazon’s door. I left at half-past two, a bit 
recovered from my love because of the pleasures of vanity, but at pres- 
ent I’m only the more given over to my love. If Victorine repulses me, 
she’ll be refusing another person. My letters don’t show me as I am, 
and, the opposite from usual, show me up terribly badly. I don’t believe 
they’ll ever express the goodness and candor of my heart, and those 
ecstasies of love — ^Iie ones I experienced a few days ago while crossing 
the Louvre (west ^nd east), going to dinner at three o’clock, and also 
when leaving Bcrnadillc’s. Only all my actions taken together, after 
three days of uninterrupted familiarity, continually in her company, 
could make her see me as I am. 

What I ask is too much; if my bastard would send me some money 
and if I’d had Mile. Rolandeau, my bashfulness would be over, I’d be 
myself. 

The noble and republican principles that I have, my hatred of 
tyranny, the natural impulse that leads me to sec through false re- 
spectable people, my imprudence in saying what I see in their soul and 
the energy that is to be seen in mine, the natural and occasionally ill- 
concealed impatience aroused in me by mediocrity — all these things 
result in my being considered a Machiavelli by feeble souls like my 
uncle. What they call a M'achiavelli is, in their opinion, the animal that 
is the most terrible for them. Superiority breeds their most implacable 
hatred. 

Indeed, the animal the most dangerous for them would be an agree- 
able chatterbox of their species whose purpose is to plague them and 
whose soul is a trifle superior to theirs. 

These qualities, together with my defects, possibly at first dim my 
glaze of simplicity and candor in my friends’ eyes; Faure is a case in 
point; Mante, whom I believe to be a quite different sort of man, has 
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completely changed his mind. In the opinion of Tencin, Fm perhaps 
the man most worthy of being loved. 

These are all the disagreeable circumstances that a lofty and virtuous 
soul, formed in solitude and without communicatioiv, has to contend 
with when it enters society. This is my confession, it is the way I see 
myself, and it is the gist of what I’d say to Victorine i^ being at her 
fee^ I should be asked by her, “What manner of man are you?” In this 
soul, perhaps sdll sullied by a few imperfections, she would see the 
noble passions at their maximum, and my love for her sharing the 
commands with the love of glory and frequently proving to be the 
stronger. And I venture to believe that, being at her feet. I’d show her 
my love in a manner worthy of her and it, through traits of immortal 
beauty. ' 

All in all, if this soul isn’t purified of every vice and filled with every 
virtue-rand it’s undoubtedly far from it— it’s at least fired with all the 
noble passions that lead to this end. 

The passion for being as enlightened and virtuous as possible forms 
the basis of all this; the love of Victorine and the love of glory alter- 
nately prevail. There, save for humanity’s weakness, and with ail pos- 
sible sincerity, is what I am at twenty-two minus nine days, 24 Nivdse, 
Year XIII. 

Generally speaking, I lack only good looks and — especially if Vic- 
torine loves me — ^money to be perfectly happy. 

A quarter past four: Victorine has decided my fate, or my letter has 
fallen into the hands of her brother or father. 

/ 

There’s a good entry in my journal finished, written offhand, and 
consequently being all the more sincere and less inflated. 

As we were going out of Dugazon’s salon, the German took for him- 
self what Dugazon said about me, that I would get over my accent like* 
Lafond and, I believe, that I would act like him. Dugazon said, point- 
ing to me, “I’m referring to him,” and the German, althoughT con- 
soled him as much as I could, was white. 

25 Nivdse [January 75].— Low.— This preparatory passion puts you in a 
melancholy state, you see an angeltc happiness, you feel yourself worthy 
of it (the desire to be worthy leads you to many an action), you say to 
yourself, “I deserved a better destiny than the one I have, fate has been 
unjust to me.” I’ve said that to myself a thousand times, especially when 
the places where I was, or the suave air of spring in midwinter, or the 
sound of a street organ, noade me better see this divine happiness I had 
imagined. 

This melancholy state, it seems to me, can be caused only by an 
ardent imagination. What caused it in md, I believe, was that 1 thoqg^ 
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rd find in real life the happiness I pictured to myself when, as a child, 
I read Destouches's VHotnme SingtUier (that’s ^e work which made 
me conscious of the charm of a portrait), die pastorals of Don Quixote 
and the restrained loves depicted in the Novette, and a litde those of 
Tasso (my grandfather’s praise, mingling them with real life, spoiled 
them). 

I stop because I feel a dizzy spell coming on: my attention and emO' 
tion are too intense (26 Nivdse, a quarter to four). 

This explanation, which is difficult for petty souls, is dull for them. 
The loftier one’s soul is, the better one will understand it, the less un> 
feeling it will appear. 

^or I understand the extreme of variation in myself, I see it clearly 
in the memory of my feelings, and it affects me. 

[After a few rather incoherent paragraphs, Beyle wrote the fottowing 
marginal note in his diary 

Ideologicnl physiology . — feel that this change in the subject of my 
thoughts has prevented me from having the dizzy spell. It was the 
recollection of the sentiment that was fatigued. I feel it about to return 
after perhaps a quarter of a second of directed effort. If, during that 
time, I desire to 'ccall my mellow impressions of Italy, instandy my 
head throbs and I am threatened with a dizzy spell. I see that as dis- 
tincdy as I distinguish white from black. 

With senses and inner faculties so variable and sensidve, it i$ quite 
possible that I shall become insane. 

In such a case, I hereby beg to be taken to Claix, it is only there that 
I shall perhaps be able to recover. May I be spared all impressions that 
would require me to formulate an intricate judgment. It’s the judging 
faculty that will be ill, I feel it. 

In composing, I want every word to be perfect; I consider the condi- 
tions of the word’s perfection and their bases; in connection with diis, 
I discuss them for fear of being mistaken, and for fear that an error, 
becoming habitual, be noticed. Two years ago, possibly, I stopped re- 
judging everything on every occasion that arose; I do it, that leads me 
astray and makes me spend the time reflecting when I could be acting. 

Men who have always had the right philosophy and have enjoyed 
themselves as much as possible every day — ^Mante, for example — and 
have given themselves over little or not at all to melancholy sentiments 
are not susceptible to the kind of love I feel for Victorine, the kind of 
love Hflolse and Abelard probably felt for each other. 

In order that this love be extinguished, one of two things is neces- 
sary: 
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I. either that the first judgments— that happiness is to be found be> 
side a ^man who, with that shade of sublime melancholy which may 
be felt, or placed on the faces painted by Raphael, at nightfeU in 
summer, on the shores of the Bay of Naples (the litde picture in the 
Museum of a woman and child, ^own to Basset and Crozet), looks at 
you in suclhand-such a way in such-and-such a circumstance— appear 
felse; 

or 2, that he who says a certain woman — ^Marini, Pietragrua, Vic- 
torine— will give us this happiness, appears false; 

or 3. that one places his happiness in other things, as, in my own case, 
the love of glory (that of Homer). 

This analysis, read in my feelings, indicates where one must strike 
in order tO recover from love. 

I have paid not the slightest attention to my words; in such a sul^ect, 
it was necessary to give them the physiognomy which I said might be 
attributed to the figures of Raphael, for instance that of St. Cecilia, by 
clothing it in another fashion, giving it another action and another 
background, but my whole attention was absorbed by the things them- 
selves. 

(Half-past four, a slight headache.) 

35-27 Nivdse [January 15-17]. — I’m reading Diderot’s La Vie de Sdnique, 
a good work, and the letters of H^loise and Abelard, a good work 
in that it shows a naturally sublimated example of love in two lofty 
souls. 

But something better than all the love letters I’ve seen up to now are 
the twelve letters of a Portuguese nun to Chavigny, who was later a 
Marshal of France. 

Hers is a case of really loving to distraction, she sacrificed everything, 
and without the least struggle, for her lover. In that respect, these let- 
ters depict a love stronger than that of Julie for Saint-Preux. 

Rousseau depicted the strongest love possible in very virtuous souls; 
there still remains to be depicted a love between two souls as enlight- 
ened as possible, HeloTse and Abelard, for instance; and the advantage 
of this second subject is that it can be depicted as hopeless, like that of 
the Portuguese nun. Chavigny’s letters are a curious example of simu- 
lated love beside one of the strongest passions that ever existed. 

Today, the 26th, a lesson at BernadiUe’s from half-past twelve to half- 
past three; Rolandeau, Louason and Lestrange perceived my under- 
standing SOUL. 

When Milan [Napoleoh] was thinking of re-establishing religion in 
France, he employed some caution in dealing with the enlightened 
people with whom -he had attempted to fortify his government; he 
consequendy summoned Volney to his study, and told him that the 
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French people had asked for a religion and that he felt he owed it to 
their happiness to give them one. 

“But, Citizen Consul, if you listen to the people, they will also ask 

you for a Bourbon.” Thereupon Milan flew into a terrible rage, called 

his servants, had him thrown out, even — so they say — kicked Him and 

forbade him to return. There’s a good example of the ridiculousness 

of the advice-seeker. 

$ 

Poor Volney, who*s in bad health, was ill as a result, but that didn’t 
stop him, as soon as he had recovered, from drawing up a long report 
on the matter, thinking that the affair would be brought up in the 
Sraate. It became known, and he was told to desist if he didn’t want to 
be assassinated; since then, he has scarcely left his home, if ihue, for 
A FUTURE Tacitus. 

27 Nivdse [January 77]. — Crozet and I have just come from Mithridate, 
followed by Minuit. Mile. Mars in this little play gave us more pleas- 
ure than all the rest of the performance. Mile. Duchesnois, who was 
playing Monime for the first time, played it in a very dull and un- 
original manner; she made not the least effort to bring out the modesty 
which, it seems to me, is the general color of the role. Mme. Talma 
gave us more pleasure. I saw her a moment in her dressing room. 

Mile. Mars was hvinc in the role of Scraphine in Minuit: she com- 
municated the idea of the most exalted love: her facial expression dur- 
ing the time her cousin sings his romance to her was enough to make 
you fall in love with love. That’s the facial expression I must attribute 
to Julie and Victorinc. That dear girl hasn’t answered my letter, i 

SHALL WRITE AFTER DAY. 

The day before yesterday, I went with Tencm after midnight to walk 
in front of her No. 558^; the moon was shining, and the solitude of the 
quarter seemed odd. 

28 Nivdse [January 78].— I’ve Just been reflecting for two hours on my 
father’s conduct toward me, being deplorably worn down by a strong 
attack of the slow fever I’ve had for more than seven months. I haven’t 
been able to recover from it: first, because I didn’t have the money to 
pay the doctor; in the second place, because, having my feet constantly 
in the water in this muddy city owing to lack of boots, and suffering in 
every way from the cold owing to lack of clothing and wood for the 
Hre, it was useless and even harmful to wear down my body with 
remedies to get rid of an illness which poverty would have given me 
even if I hadn’t had it already. 

If you add to this all the moral humiliations and the worries of a life 
passed continually with twenty sous, twelve, two,' and sometimes noth- 
^Victorine Mounter and her family were staying at 558 Rue du Bac. 
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ing i& my pocket, you'll have a slight idea o£ the state in which that 
virtuous man has left me. 

For two months I've been p lanning to put a description of my con- 
dition here; but, in order to describe it, you must regard it, and my 
only resource is to distract my attention from it. 

Just calculate the eflea of eight months of slow fever, fed by every 
possible misfortime, on a temperament which is already attacked by 
obstructions and weakness in the abdomen, and then come and tell me 
that my father isn’t shortening my life! 

Were it not for my studies, or rather the love of glory that has taken 
toot in my breast in spite of him, I should have blown out my brains 
five or su( times. 

For more than three months, he hasn’t deigned to answer the letters 
in which, describing my poverty, I asked him for a slight advance, to 
buy some clothes, on my allowance of 3,000 francs, reduced by him to 
2,400 francs, an advance that he would get back himself in the spring 
months when I’ll be in Grenoble. 

I asked him for this advance, which a stranger wouldn’t have refused 
to a stranger who was sick and suffering from the cold a hundred and 
fifty leagues from home, in the month of Vend^miaire; Year XIII, at a 
time when he still had 2,200 francs of my allowance in hand. 

From all this and from twenty pages of details, all of them horribly 
aggravating, it results that my father is a wretched scoundrel in his 
treatment of me, having neither virtue nor pity. Senza virtii ne carita, 
as Carolina says in II M(firimonio Segreto. 

Should^someone be surprised at this judgment, he has but to tell me 
so, and, starting from any definition of virtue he chooses to pve me, 
I’ll prove to him in svriting, as clearly as it can be proved, that all our 
ideas come to tis through our senses— in other words, as plainly as a 
moral truth can be proved — that, in regard to me, my fadier has be- 
haved like a dishonorable man and an execrable hither— in short, like a 
wretched scoundrel. 

He promised me 3/)oo francs in order to induce me to abandon the 
military life; I was a sub-lieutenant in the 6th Dragoons in Vend6- 
miiure. Year XI, at the age of seventeen years and seven months. To 
appreciate what this means, the interiuil political state of France must 
be considered. 

Other considerations, which he doesn’t know about, resulted in my 
finding happiness in this ^angement; but observe that the man who 
fires at me with a shotgun, aiming as well as he can, and who neverthe- 
less fails to wound me bemuse I am protected by sirmor, is a murderer. 
This great truth wiris my case at the outset. 

I finish this entry, sdll having tnoi^ nuttrial for fifty pages, by ret' 
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peating my offer to prove quantum dixit in writing before a )iiry com- 
posed o£ th.e six greatest living men. Were Franklin alive, I'd name him. 
I designate for my three men Louis-Gabriel Gros, Tracy and Chateau- 
briand to set a value on the moi^ suffering in the soul of a poet 

If, after that, you accuse me of being an unnatural son, you are in- 
capable of reasoning, your opinion is but a vain sound and udll peridi 
with you. 

Remember that, before all, it is essential to be sincere and just, even 
when the exercise of these virtues 'dmdes in fovor of a man of twenty- 
two against one of fifty-eight, although you may be nearer fifty-eight 
than twenty-two, and of a son against his father. 

^Either you deny virtue or my father is a wretched scoundrel in the 
way he treats me. Whatever weakness I may have for this man, that's 
the truth, and I stand ready to prove it to you in writing at the first 
request. 

Written offhand 28 Nivdse, Year XIII, at half-past eleven in the eve- 
ning; having twenty-five sous and a fever as my sole possessions. 

H. Beyle 

(22 years old minus 5 days) 
P4. — ^I write this solely for the happiness of my children and as a 
guarantee against being a miser myself thirty years from now. Tell me, 
at the bottom of your heart, aren't you blushing as you read this in 
1835? Would you need me to write out the demonstration in minute 
detaU?^ 

Withdraw into thyself. 

Pluvidse [January 2/]. — Combat on the frontier. —Sensibility. —hXt your 
thoughts serve to work you up to the erethism of passion, your whole 
body is taut. When that happens, if the subject be love, your thoughts, 
engaged in making you taut, are unable to leave room for the promises 
of happiness given you by the face, the manner and the words of your 
mistress. 

The habit of seeing whores leads to that. A man's imagination gets 
excited each time he holds one of them in his arms while picturing a 
wbman who has more appeal for him. I discuss her beauty, I say, “Her 
eyes are dark for such-and-such a reason, because they’re the most 
beautiful, etc. She resembles Angelina Pietragrua.’’ While I’m trying 
to recall where the resemblance lies, and, so to sfea\, to build the up- 
rights of the arch, Tm far from being conscious of the impression shdd 
give me if seen from the exterior. 

And yet this impression is the whole pleasure of pasrion. 

I must get to the bottom of this great idea. Utat’s what sometimes 
*The Beyle of twentytwo is talking to the Beyle of fifty-two. 
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makes me disgusted with passions: they haven't any rewards or pleas- 
ures for me. 

(It was snowing, I took the little wife of General Lestrange home in 
a cabriolet. She invited me to go up to her apartment with her; I re- 
fused. She hinted that I might go to see her on the days she doesn’t go 
to Dugazon’s; I have no desire to do so. Wagner accompanied Louason, 
who’s as nice as can be with me. Generally speaking, a happy day.) 

On 27 or 28 Nivdse, Pac^ showed me the outline of the first scene of 
his comedy entided La Vengeance. This comedy has the same merit 
among pl^ys that its author has among men. It’s absolutely him him- 
self, it’s 'naively his nature. 


Journal of My Third Voyage to Paris 

From I Pluviose, Year XIII, to the 23rd 
of the same month, inclusive 

I PluviSse [January 2/].— happyness givbd by the weather, and merry 

RESIGNATION UPON MY FATHER’S AVARICE. 

j PluviSse [January 2j]. — ^i write to victorine with my own hand, after 
I GO* Ay dugazon’s house. What I saw there made me resolve to come 
out of my indolence. I’ve let Wagner take the places I was offered, and 
at present he’s filling them. After my refusal, he’s perhaps having 
Louason. Things are only to be had by those who take them. I must be 
enterprising in deebmation like he is, he gets twice as much out of his 
lessons as I do out of mine. I must assume a litde of the mummer’s 
manners, which are the best in this case, and above everything else I 
must talk frequendy. Being with Crozet makes me realize that it’s 
absolutely necessary to become amusing: nothing is easier, pracdcally 
all that’s necessary is to talk. 

4 Pluvidse [January 2^].— I went to the Medical School at ten o’clock to 
read Pinel’s L’ Alienation Mentale: the hbrary was closed. I went to the 
Panthfon, I read the first discourse of Cabanis on the reladonship be- 
tween the physical and the moral. His manner of stating facts seems to 
me so general that it’s vague. This author doesn’t please me at all, I 
diould read Bacon and Hobbes. 

■ I went with Barral to II Matrimonio Segreto tonight, we found 
Crozet and Basset who had come in the hope of finding us diere. 1 
can no longer picture Victonne in any position, my imaginadon is ex- 
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haustedy but not my love. 1 feel these two things perfectly. I no longer 
am conscious of the positions in which I want to picture her, because 
I’ve seen her in them too often; but the idea of her loving me still en- 
chants me. 

I see in Cabanis that we frequently act to satisfy needs which come 
as the result of the ideas which come from the interior of the body to 
the brain. The union of desires thus brought about is called instinct, 
Condillac completely overlooked instinct: two birds taken from their 
paternal nest immediately after hatching and reared by hand certainly 
have no notion of nest, eggs and birth; yet at the mating season, at least 
a fortnight before the female lays her ^ggs, they build their nest. 

^ Women have admitted experiencing keen pleasure in their breast 
and womb while suckling their child. 

The feathers are plucked from a capon’s stomach, which is rubbed 
with nettles, and afterward die bird is placed on some eggs: the eggs 
soothe it, it remains on them and becomes attached to the chickens 
when they arc hatched. 

Therefore, in the case of instinct, as in all others, the individual is 
again following what seems to lead him to the greatest happiness. 

How is it that we didn’t sec instinct in Condillac’s school? Because 
we didn’t clearly make out all the subjects of science. I remember ask- 
ing everybody why little pigs sought their mother’s teats. I got no 
answer. We arc all amazed when, from some little thing we’d scarcely 
noticed and from which we’d drawn no conclusions, we sec a rule or 
result derived which changes the state of science. 

14 PluviSse [February j]. — Since the 4th, I’ve had some delightful days 
at Dugazon’s, some of the happiest days of happiness, possibly, that 
mankind at large is capable of giving me. That’s perhaps the nuance 
that may lead me from the pleasures of a lofty melancholic soul to those 
of a brilliant fop. Whatever the reason, these days have been divine and 
they’re the happiest I’ve yet found on this earth. The love of glory con- 
tributes a great deal to this mellifluence. Yet, seen from without, it’s 
possibly one of the unhappiest periods of my life, in the opinion of my 
uncle, for instance — ^and he’s the man whose word is the most likely to 
be accepted on my present state, and the one who has seen me in the 
direst poverty. That’s something that should teach me to pay no heed 
to public rumor. And my reputation of a rake and a man already blas6, 
with this soul so tender, so bashful and so melancholy I Mante the 
philosopher at last knows me, but I was obliged to help him to see me 
as I really am. After that, have faith in the reputations of the greatl 

I took Louason home; I’ve got half a mind to become attached to 
her, that would make me get over my love for Victorine. With my 
little Louason i’ll taste all the sweetness of a happy love and gaiety un- 
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til my departure for Grenoble; but, for tha^ it’s necessary that she have 
a sold. 

Victorine scorns me or else hasn’t received my letters. I learned last 
ni^t with the greatest of pleasure that her father had been appointed 
Councilor of State or Senator. The first thing I did this morning was 
to read Le Moniteur of yesterday; I saw that he was a Councilor of 
State. I strolled through the Faubourg Saint-Germain and the Tui- 
leries, guided by a secret desire to see them. On the Pont Royal, I ran 
into the son, who greeted me admirably. 

He was so delighted with his father’s appointment that he possibly 
didn’t recall my relations with his family. We’ll see how he is at the 
fint meeting.^ He said as affectionately as possible that he’d come to 
see me one'of these days. 

Duchesne considers him to be full of presumptuousness, having a 
litde knowledge and a bad heart. That’s more or less my own opinion, 
but the more he might be my enemy, the more good things the Lawyer 
For has to say about him. Generally speaking, I realize that I am very 
impetuous and consequendy a bad judge, with the result that, without 
my being conscious of it, the lawyer opposed to ardor goes too far. I 
saw this in the plainness I attributed to Victorine and her brother 
EDWARD, as well as in the judgment I didn’t dare pass on the latter, al- 
though probably more firmly based than those of Duchesne. I was 
wrong in all three cases. For the same reason, I constandy erred in the 
Ad^e affoir; I must look for examples of this. I’ll get over my bashful- 
ness in that way. 

Speaking of the sisters; Duchesne said they didn't amount to much. 
That’s something to be examined. Does Victorine share her brother’s 
character or suffer from it? That’s perhaps what might setde the ques- 
don. I should never overlook the fact that moral truths aren’t demon- 
strable like those concerned with properties appreciable in exact 
quantides. 

At present, my reason is sdll based on passion; that’s of small value, 
and yet I feel myself very reasonable. I’ve just read the first volume of 
Mme. de Stael’s Delphine, nd I put myself almost entirely into the 
chvacter of Delphine. The experience I’ve acquired at Dugazon’s has 
been very helpful in getdng to know myself. Pac6 said to me one day, 
“You’re ail passion.” Mante is of the same opinion. I feel it myself. As 
far as he knows me, Dugazon is of the same opinion. Whatever may 
be the objecdons of the Lawyer Against, that’s a truth which appears 
to me proved. 1 may not Iwve the most understanding soul, but I at 
least have a soul that is all passion. If a man is to talk well, he must 
*Jttit as friendly, see the. 33rd.. [Note by Beyle.] 
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be in possession of himself; if he is to write well, he must perhaps be 
in possession of his soul and have one that is understanding for a de> 
sired passion. ' 

I’m so reasonable that, although I feel I have possibly twenty pages 
of important and true ideas on my art and the means of procuring more 
continual happiness, I’m going to bed because it’s one o’clock in the 
morning, and I feel that I’m injuring my health. 

As a consequence of my rules concerning my art, my first work 
would have contained parts closely, resembling Delphine if I hadn’t 
read this novel at the present time, and perhaps parts will still resemble 
i^even though I’ve read it. But that will be because I want it so. 

15 Pluvidse [February 4].— It seems to me I’ve only known habitual 
happiness since reading Biran. This evening, the 15th, I spent a delight- 
ful evening with what would have put me in the dumps a fortnight 
ago. Read Cabanis (death of Mirabeau) and Hobbes in the reading 
room at the end of the Rue de Thionville. On the way home, ate a 
brioche tVith exquisite pleasure, more than I’ve ever experienced at the 
best meals. I thought of M^anie, and this memory charmed me as 
much as the pleasure itself (as the pleasure itself). 

s 6 Pluvidse [February p].— The most divine grace I recall is that of 
Imogen {Cymbeline) and, for men, that of Arviragus and his brother. 

What a feliee brush Shakespeare has for the figures of women! 
Ophelia, Desdemona, Imogen (in her category), Pauline, Constance 
(another) and finally the hostess Quickly (in the last). 

O divine Shakespeare, yes, thou are the greatest bard in the 
world! 

Yes, thou art the greatest poet that ever existed! And yet his work is 
almost prose for me. Consequently, it’s possible to be a poet in prose; 
but verse gives an added charm. 

It eliminates the notion of the commonplace by giving a slight veneer 
of strangeness. 

ao Pluvidse [February 9].— Mf/e. Mars. — ^I’ve just experienced the liveliest 
enjoyment the comedy has ever given me as far as laughter is con- 
cerned. Mile. Mars, whom I’m used to seeing so modest, nearly put me 
beside myself in the role of Agatha in Les Folies Amoureuses; at her 
first two entrances, I was obliged to look away in order not to fall in 
love with her. I’m surprised even now to have escaped safe and sound. 
1 was frequendy compelled to repeat to myself that there wasn’t any 
hope. For me, it was a Bacchanalia of beauty, such as I pictured the 
Bacchanalia of Rome in my youth at Milan. 

It was one of the liveliest enjoyments the arts are capable of giving; 
it exhausted me, End I’ll descri^ it all the more poorly because it made 
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such an impression on me. That’s something entirely lacking in the 
Gagnons Juniors, the Mazeaus and the blas^ and obtuse souls: they’d 
give all their treasures for it if they suspected its existence. / never saw 
anything so divine as Mile. Mars’s first two scenes m this role. 

That is one of those divine pleasures which are to be found only in 
Paris and which nothing can replace or even make you forget. 

I was in the orchestra, since it must be confessed, and I went there 
in the hope of finding Louason, who wasn’t there any more than she 
was yesterday, after telling me the day before that she went there every 
day. On the other hand, both yesterday and today, I saw Wagner, who’s 
thick-witted but who’s perhaps having her. At least, he was there with 
her seven or eight times and took her home afterward. Dugazon thinks 
he’s having her. I’m dying with jealousy. 

I change my mind about her two or three times a day. At the reading 
room this afternoon, 1 thought of making her another Clairon, of tell- 
ing her all I know of the dramatic art, of being her Valbelle.^ I’ve even 
started taking down the dates of the birth and death of the most famous 
dramatic authors. Or I’d lead her from the expression of the passions 
described by them to the general principles of philosophy, and thus to 
become the greatest actress possible. 

I saw everything in this scheme as quite easy. Really, we’re a treasure 
one for the other, and a relationship so perfect has never been seen. 
Will she love me? With my brilliance in conversation, will I be pleasing 

to her? A FUTURE YOUNG DRAMATIC-BARD WITH A FUTURE YOUNG ACTRESS, 

I ought to be worth a thousand Wagners. I base my hopes on his 
asininjty. 

I’m mad at her tonight and want to forget her. 

Existence is a burden for me as a result of the conflict of passion that 
makes me love Louason and almost hate her. I’m weary from thinking 
and feeling, I have a continual headache. I need distraction, this is the 
first time I’ve felt that way. My love doesn’t have the violence of fond- 
ness that I had for Victorine. I haven’t enough hope for that 
22 PluviSse [February jt'\.—Breal(fasting at the Cafe de la Rigenee, a 
quarter to nine.—Declamati'n and composition . — In order to enlist the 
spectator’s sympathy, you must be in possession of yourself and get 
warmed up little by little; otherwise, seeing you in a passion right off 
the reel, the spectator reckons with you instead of sharing your senti- 
ments and seeing himself in you. 

Once the spectator’s heart is won over and allied with the actor, the 
latter’s moments of vehemence produce sublime sentiments in the spec- 
tator’s soul. Otherwise, these moments of naked vehemence can do no 
more than inspire interest in an unusual spectacle, or, in the case of 
’Beylistic hero of The Two Men, 
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provincials, by persuading them through quackery that it’s the height 
of art. 

The same thing applies to composition. The moment when I’m the 
most worked up myself is not the one when I’m able to write the things 
that will have the most effect on the spectator. The proof of this is 
obvious: were I to come across Victotine somewhere, as in a salon, and 
during a game or joke she were to squeeze my hand, I’d certainly be 
in no state to write anything for the next two hours. 

It’s a good thing to have these states of the maximum of passion, for 
without that it would be impossible to portray them; but these moments 
of maximum aren’t the best moments* for writing. The best ones are 
tKose in which you’re capable of writing the most stirring things: 
physical tranquillity and serenity of soul are necessary. 

Up to now, I have especially lacked the latter in writing. I always 
bear in mind that, while writing Letellier three months ago, I was so 
worked up for the fame and so deeply worried about whether or 
not I’d attain it someday that I was no longer sensitive to the comic, 
the terrible or the pitiful. 

Certainly the moment was not propitious for writing. Frequently, I 
can’t write because of my ardor; for the past quarter of an hour, I’ve 
been making an effort to write, my feelings are so strong that writing 
(the physical action) is hard work for me. The result is that my 
thought is slowed up. 

If I don’t change my ways, I shall have been the greatest bard for 
myself alone, and, never having shown myself to others, I shall pass on 

WITHOUT FAME. 

I must follow Shakespeare’s example; how he flows on like a river 
that floods over its banks and sweeps all before it, what a river is his 
verve, how broad is his manner of painting, it is all nature! I con- 
tinually pass from the fondest love to the keenest admiration for this 
great man — ^as late as last night, when I happened to reread the first 
scenes of Othello. For my heart, he’s the greatest poet that has ever 
lived; when speaking of the others, there’s always a mixture of esteem 
based on their reputation; with him, I always feel a thousand times 
more than I say. 

His characters are nature itself, they are sculptured, you see them 
act. Those of the others are painted, and often without relief, li^:e those 
of Voltaire. La Fontaine is the only one who touches my heart the same 
way«as Shakespeare. Pascal’s prose is what comes the nearest to him, as 
far as I am concerned. I should reread Homer to see whether or not he 
appeals to me like this. 

I was carried away by my feeling when I was interrupted by Mante 
coming in. A little more and I’d have been in no state to write. 
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MUe. Louason (22 Pluvidse, XIU).-A went out at a quarter to twelve 
wearing a new suit (cinnamon bronze) of light clo^ I was fraught 
with that fStered sensibility which makes you enjoy yourself with other 
people and is the basis of Ae amiable man’s talent. 

As I neared Dugazon’^ 1 felt myself forgetdng everything that, yes- 
terday and this morning, I felt I had to say to Louason; so strong is the 
force of habit in good things and bad that I was also a bit flustered. At 
Dugazon’s, I'm nothing but an ardst; I must grow accustomed to laugh- 
ing and talking while I’m there; by the time three lessons have passed, 
the habit will be formed. I’ll culdvate it for a fortnight and then I’ll be 
in shape. 

I foimd no one there but Wagner and Mile. Felipe. Wagner is on 
better terms with her than I am for two reasons: 

1. Because his soul is more on the level with hers. 

2. Because he talks more than I do. 

Mile. Louason came in as I was reciting Phihnte; after a moment she 
went to sit beside Dugazon, jn front of me. I put much gusto, I beheve, 
into the big couplet: 

II faut parmi le monde une vertu trcitable, etc. 
and I believe she saw it clearly. 

After that, Dugazon had me recite the big scene from Le Mdtromane. 
I began to get hold of myself, in accordance with this morning’s reflec- 
tions: the habit wasn’t yet formed; I acted with gusto, verve, and a 
charming vocal beauty. I’d have filled a theater. I’d have acted much 
bettcst i£ I had been in -fuller possession of myself. Dugazon said, smil- 
ing, "GRiod, good!” and said a few words about me to Louason, ending 
with, "What warmth!” The other replied, as though she were per- 
suaded, "Yes, he has a great deal”; she even said that with verve. I had 
a superb bearing of loftiness, enthusiasm and confidence while speak- 
ing my lines. 

She didn’t look at me with interest today, she was cool toward me, 
that probably resulted from two things: she has, I believe, it marchese, 
she hasn’t been feeling wrU for two days; and afterward Pace arrived 
and started to treat her like an actress who’s been had, being restrained 
only by the decency required in Dugazon’s sabn; she submitted to all 
that with embarrassment, without daring to defend herself; he tapped 
her lightly with his riding crop while she was taking the part of 
Monime; he kissed her, he was charming; Dugazon believed it, or 
wanted to make him believe that he believed it, and told him so by the 
tone of his voice in asking him this question, “Why don’t you come 
any more on Saturdays, etc.?” (to Joinville’s, I believe). 

Louason defended herself against all that like an agreeable woman 
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who’s been had. Pac£ appeared to be, and really was, worn out and 
bored, but he was no less brilliant becaufe of that. I was, a little. 

I told him he’d had her, he said no. He said: 

’’Don’t sleep with her, she has the clap.” 

”I know it.” 

”How so?” 

”I gathered as much by the pimples on her face.*’ 

Ponderously, through a remnant of my old habits, I asked her 
whether she had it. This question, .which was meaningless, annoyed 
her. I wasn’t any wiser than before, I took no heed of the warning. I’m 
imrely putting the facts of the conversation here, the skeleton, without 
eimer charm or gaiety. 

Louason said that, if she didn’t succeed in getting into the Francis, 
her mind was made up, she knew where she’d go. Words from her to 
me are rare; in spite of myself, I was haughty and distant, through bad 
habit. She was completely upset by her indisposition. I took her home. 

Passing before a dress shop at the end of the Rue des Fosses-Mont- 
martre, near the Place des Victoires, she noticed an embroidered gown 
on display, and said, “It’s extraordinary how artful they are in Paris in 
displaying goods . . .” That was entirely outside the ordinary tone of 
our conversation. Was it embarrassment, distraction or the desire to 
have a present? Farther on, in the Rue des Petits-Champs, she looked 
at some hats on display at a milliner’s with an air that meant the same 
thing. 

She told me in front of the Ministry of Finance that two days ago she 
went to see her little daughter, who, as she ran to meet her, fell down 
two or three steps, and that this, coming at this time, had upset her 
and made her ill. 

She emphasized this. It amounted to telling me quite plainly that, at 
the time of my visit, she had il marchese. It was only then that I 
thought about the clap. We reached her door, and I left her at the foot 
of the stairs, she must have been surprised. 

The asininity of my behavior on the previous days, as well as my 
bashfulness, made it easy for me to leave her, but I was no sooner 
outside the door than I no longer knew where I was going. I was like 
a man who, with a great effort, has just made a great sacrifice and who 
surrenders everything to his weakness. I really didn’t know where I 
was; I reproached myself for having left her. Finally, since the rain 
kept me from going to see Cheminade, I came home and started writ- 
ing. 

Here are three possible defects; 

I. it seems to me that Pac^ was on the verge of having her, $uid that 
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she told him she had the clap, or that someone else told him about it; 
anyway, it seems to me that she knows that he knows she has it; 

2. she probably has the clap; 

3. perhaps she wants to be paid. I’m not rich enough for that, and 
even if I were, once paid, she’d have no further attraction for me. 

During my two-hour visit Friday, she had a voluptuous, tender mo- 
ment, tears in her eyes, blushes, etc., which I didn’t have enough sense, 
spiritually, to t^ke advantage of: it seems obvious that she wanted 
to say to me today, “1 had il marchese then.” If that was on purpose, 
it could only mean, ”If it hadn’t been for that, you would have had 
me.” If that’s the case, I did well not to go up to her apartment. 

But it will be necessary Wednesday to show much love for her, and 
I’ll need only to dare to say what I feel. I was about to fall in love with 
her tenderly, and I haven’t recovered yet. 

I want absolutely to make her my friend. If I discover that she’s a 
whore, I’ll blush a year hence when I read this, but why blush I’ve 
known for long that I’m overly sensitive, that the life I lead has a 
thousand asperities which torture me; these asperities will be removed 
by an income of 10,000 francs, a fortune isn’t necessary to me as it is 
(in the same way) to another, and it’s more necessary because of my 
excessive delicacy — a delicacy that is lifted to the height of happiness 
or dropped to the depth of despair by the inflection of a word or a 
scarcely noticed gesture. I hide that under my hussar’s cloak. 

The bank and an income of 6,000 francs earned with a friend as 
reliable as Mante will eliminate all difficulties and permit me to enjoy 
all the pleasures of this sensibility, which no one will ever know. What 
I need is a poetic soul, a soul like my own, a Sappho, and I have given 
up trying to find it; but if I should happen to find it we’d experience 
a happiness that is superhuman. 

My sensibility, not being employed in this world, will be poured 
entirely over the characters of Shakespeare and will augment my 
genius. It seems to me that the sensibility of Jean-Jacques at my age 
was not as filtered, as refirjjd; in a word, to go back to my expression 
of last summer, it doesn’t seem to me that he had as good a head, or 
mind, as I. 

Therefore, I must take Louason home next Wednesday, go up with 
her and overwhelm her with tenderness in order to show her that I’m 
not just an ordinary man of the world. 

Mile. Clairon is her ido 4 ; she repeated to me yesterday for the second 
time, ''Shes a great woman!' She told me she’d read her memoirs ten 
times, that she had them; she told me she didn’t believe the story about 
the ghost . • . We were interrupted. What a soul to appreciate what 
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I wanted to do for her Sunday night, and what I started I What a soul 
I’d be for her! 

Wagner brought her Geoffroy’s first article on Mile. Amalric 
[Contat], saying, “Here’s what you asked me for.” When could she 
have asked him for it? What is the date of the article? And yet it 
seemed to me that they hadn’t seen each other since Friday’s lesson. 

The tenderness I’ll show her on Wednesday ought to make her 
explain. It seems to me certain that she desired me, at least the day 
she was standing against the pier glass and took my arm after acting 
the role of Monime. 

«^I absolutely want to be her friend and, with the exception of finan- 
cial assistance, which I’m unable to give her, to show myself as such on 
all occasions. 

Whatever risk I may take of finding her no more than a common 
whore instead of a sensitive woman, I ought to tell myself that per- 
fection, in good or in evil, has never existed; I must take a chance and 
say to n\v«5cJf that, if her sensibility isn’t developed, perhaps so fine a 
soul will give birth to it! 

The worst of all the duperies that may result from the knowledge 
of women is never to fall in love for fear of being betrayed. 

Louason feels about Clairon exactly what I feel about Shakespeare. 

Little Felipe told me that George [the actress] lives with Martin; 
it seems it’s a case of passionate love; she went to sec him in Flanders, 
at Lille, while he was playing there. 

This pretty little Felipe, brought up in the backstage company of 
the Favart and the Conservatory, hasn’t, I believe, the first idea of 
what modesty is. 

I’ve been to Louason’s four times; the first, tete-a-tete, spoke of 
art half an hour, the second with mistress mortier, a old man comes 
IN, AND IS greeted with all the respect that might be shown a protector 
or A physician. 

The 3rd and 4th: Wednesday and Friday last, 17 and 19 Pluviose, 
I SPOKE OF MY love; a moment of strong emotion the 19th which might 
have been the end of everything — but perhaps on the other hand i 
should have the caldapissa in the bargain. 

All my words of love-making were artificial, not a single one was 
natural. All I said to her was Flcury pure and simple; I’d almost have 
been able to point out the play from which I took each gesture — ^and 
yet I loved her. After that, how can you have any confidence in ap- 
pearances! But the reason was that I felt confusedly that my love was 
of too lofty and beautiful a nature not to be ridiculous in society, 
where abbreviated sentiments arc all that’s needed. My love is like 
that of Othello before his jealousy. When I have enjoyed an income 
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of 6,000 francs for six months, I will have enough self-confidence to 
be myself even in love. 

In the past month, Percevant and I have composed the character of 
Ouehih6 (Camille Basset the younger), four folio pages, and begun 
that of Pprrino (Dausse). This is the most useful work that I could do.^ 

M. Maisonneuve told me the other day that Marmontel went up to 
ten without tiring himself; that this was responsible for his success 
in society and the greater part of his literary reputation. With him, a 
woman could be sure of having pleasure, he said. He was five foet 
seven or eight inches tall, with black eyebrows and wide shoulders'; in 
short, hc^ was a genuine Auvergnat. 

He rIso told me that he’d seen Chateaubriand a few days earlier at 
his bookseller’s, that he’s a thin little man half a head shorter than I 
am, that his vivacity is unequaled, he can’t keep still. 

Pluvtdse [February 12]. — ^Esprit® came to see me about two o’clock 
today, and we only parted company at half-past four. 

He was as friendly and candid with me as his distant and would-be 
witty character permitted. In the past, he has always treated me with 
a coolness that was pronounced and even haughty, bordering on im- 
pertinence. The change was striking and complete. I find that very 
inane. Gripoli shares my opinion. 

I made no attempt to disguise my character, he took notice of that; I 
diowed myself as I really am, with the exception, however, of the 
traits of love for glory and of great sensibility ihat are not but 
FOR Ti^ intimate friemis. He saw the disorder of my books and notes, 
and said I was crazy. 

He's the least sensitive man I know, although he tries hard to be 
so. He told me calmly that I was as impulsive as the Germans. It’s 
just like il zio, who’d like to be sensitive, and whom I endow with 
reason rather than sentiment. Tonight, Gripoli roared with laughter 
at this phrase, which my family has been repeating to me for the past 
ten years. 

kforeover, in regard to Esprit, you can see he’s making an effort 
to produce witticisms, and that removes the bst shreds of urbanity 
from his character, making him stilted and dull. He’s a long way from 
possessing Pace’s amiability, and if Pac6 had his brains Pace would 
be a rare man. I shouldn’t be surprised if Esprit were obsequious and 
well equipped to make his way in the Giurt. If he doesn’t get ahead 

*These “characters,” or character studies, which Beyle wrote in collaboration 
widi Lotus Croze^ are among die most interesting writings of his youth. 
iQozet SHALL BB CALLSD Pwcevant; Ed. Mounier s E^rit; Mante s Gripdi. 
[Note by Bejde.] 
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this way, it will be because he will sacrifice his fortime to his wit. 

The important thing is to know whether Qiarlotte [Victorine] 
shares this character or suffers from it. 

This character is common and disagreeable. Some knowledge, not 
much intelligence, haughty, a disagreeable man. 

After he left me, I was returning (very well dressed, in boots) to- 
ward the Pont Royal by the Rue du ]^c, reading a letter that Crozet 
had given me, when I encountered a tall young lady with a graceful 
form, wearing a gray-blue satin gown, who ^as walking very quickly 
and had a handkerchief before her face. I believe it was Charlotte. I 
found her charming, and I saw I hadn’t forgotten her, as I thought I 
had, and that a couple of words from- her would have made me fail 
more deeply in love than I am already. 

If it was she, I believe she saw me. 

24 PluPtSsf [February /j], 11 o’clock at night . — ^I could have had Louason 
tonight if I’d wanted, and I’ll have her when I want her, that’s the 
story of my day. I must go to see Martial tomorrow to find out the truth 
about the cl. I’m sul orto della felictta [on the border of happiness]. 

I went to Dugazon’s this morning. She was there with Mme. Mor- 
tier, little Felipe and Wagner. She was very gay, her complexion had 
cleared up and sbe recited the role of Monime like an angel, really 
very well. She treated me well; I kissed her. 

Wc left at a quarter to two. Wagner was with Fflipe; all three of us 
went to Moitier’s, who displayed all the details of a base soul that 
would like to be good-mannered. We stayed there three quarters of an 
hour, Louason had the enthusiasm that success gives to a soul in love 
with glory. All the noble sentiments surged into her heart. I took her 
home and stayed until four o’clock, only speaking of my love inci- 
dentally. She told me she was going to the theater. 

Mante lent me six llvres and I went in the orchestra. Louason ar- 
rived, I gave her a seat beside me. I offered to take her home, she 
accepted. When we reached her door, she asked if I weren’t coming 
up. I went up, we lit the fire, spoke of her, then of my love. During 
the first half hour, she listened to me with tender emotion and dreami- 
ness, later her interest flagged and I believe I bored her for a moment. 
I should take advantage of the first moment of tender emotion to have 
her. She’s in love with me, or at least wants me to think she is, for 
she said she quite understood my behavior Monday when I left her 
at the door; she dwelt on this; then I spoke of the state I was in when 
I left her. This moment was the maximum of tender emotion. As I 
was going out, I asked her for a kiss, and, after putting up some weak 
reristance, she let me take one, obviously on purpose and with com- 
plaisance. 
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Everything proceeded well up to this point; she displayed a lofty 
character; but, as she was telling her maid to see me to the door, I 
saw her eyes, which were very bright and seemed to say to the maid, 
"He hasn’t had me yeti" 

This look had the effect of strangely dampening my enthusiasm. 
Perhaps, -though, it was merely the eyes of an alert temperament that 
hasn’t been satisfied. I am to take her Shakespeare tomorrdw. 

I’ll have her Friday if I want to. 

As I was writing this, a family of provincials, very good folk and 
very gay, got lost on the landing; a girl, very gay, with black eyebrows, 
young, pretty, a bit plump, knocked at my door and asked for an artist 
named Mademoiselle N. We went together, laughing like mad, to 
arouse the lady artist. This litde episode of unconstrained gaiety gave 
me pleasure. The father, who was in a uniform embroidered with sil- 
ver, showed great politeness toward me, and the daughter treated nae 
with the familiarity of gaiety and youth which comes naturally to 
provincials. 

I spent eight hours with Louason today. 

35 PluviSse [February 7^]. — ^At half-past ten, I went to see Pac 4 , who told 
me that he only told me Louason aveve il mal jmncese because he 
saw me laying siege to her. He said he didn’t know anything about it. 

Mante and I went for a walk on the Tcrrasse des Feuillants from 
two imtil a quarter past four. Louason was there. Mante considers, as 
I do myself, that she has a heavenly face; she was with two men. We 
thought we noticed an air of understanding in her smile when she 
looked at me. She has a manner of walking that’s full of sentiment 
and grace. 

Tonight I went to sec Ad^e of the gate. What a difference! I found 
a spiritless character, wholly lacking in sensibility, occupied solely 
with petty impressions of vanity. She spoke to me of a young man 
who’ll have an income of 350,000 francs, with a cupidity that showed 
through her protests of disinterestedness. She’s forever occupied with 
play-acting; I observed her face from behind her mirror while she 
was combing her hair, brightly lighted by a lamp, having my own face 
entirely in the shadow; I saw nothing on it but tariff of sensibility, ab- 
sence of gentle passions and even cruelty. How sensibility (the real 
thing) makes beauty more moving! What a difference had Louason 
been in her placel Even without loving her, how much interest her 
toilette would have hadl Instead of that, I saw only stupidity in the 
mother and badheartedness in the daughter. 

For a man whose eyes had been opened by Lavater to physiognomies 
and who has himself tested out the significance of the faaal traits, it’s 
a curious experience to be present casullly at the toilette of a pretty 
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woman. For her, it’s a matter of the greatest importance; she’s herself, 
and you are in a position to judge her. All that I saw was: an insensi- 
tive soul, absence of gentle passions, cruelty. What made me love her 
the most three years back was that, in line with my ideas on love, I 
thought I ought to be loved. What remained of this love was killed 
tonight. She wouldn’t even. make Pac^ happy, and he’s goodhearted. 
I was with her from half-past five to eight. 

26 Pluvidse [February 75].— The contrast to the two women of yesterday, 
in whom I didn’t notice an ounce of sensibility, made her dearer than 
ever to me; I had some charming things tb say to her. When she 
^rived at Dugazon’s, I forgot them all. I was alone with Mme. Mortier; 
me inspired me with such disgust that I found nothing to say to her. 
I tried to cover this up by means of all sorts of gallantries which were 
a continual mystification. This flood of words and gestures fell on 
little Felipe, who’s pretty, who lends herself to it quite readily and 
who’s perhaps even making some advances to me. After acting the 
role of Monime forcibly, she sank into a deeply serious mood which 
became melancholy while we were roaring with laughter at Dugazon, 
who was going over the role of lodelet the way Wagner reads it, 
which made us hold our sides with mirth. Perhaps fiiy attentions and 
gaiety were what mrde her sad. I only thought of that tonight. Even 
were she to deceive me, what could deprive me of the pleasure of 
feeling what I’ve felt during the past few days? But I don’t believe 
she’s deceiving me. Gripoli believes, like myself, that she may have 
a lofty soul. I came away from her home at four o’clock after having 
stayed there an hour and a quarter. 1 wasn’t witty at all, I was too 
flustered; on the other hand, after leaving her I thought of a host 
of tender and witty things. When I’m more given over to perception 
and less to sensation, I’ll be able to say them to her. 

When we reached her apartment, she started out by giving me an 
account of the people she was with yesterday in the Tuilerics. The 
young man who was holding her hand is M. Lalanne, poet; the other 
is a certain M. Le Blanc, a relative of Prince Joseph’s wife, who, so it 
seems, has some elevation of soul. 

A letter was delivered which we read together, after that she told 
me that Mme. Mortier had come over to her this morning and, speak- 
ing of me, had said, “That young man comes from a good family, 
he looks as though he had a fortune, undoubtedly he has.” Thereupon, 
I said, “By way of conclusion, I’ll say the first chance I get that I 
have a job in the War Oflice which pays me 1,500 francs.” “And that 
they give you a hundred ecus as a favor (from your family),” she 
added with vivacity. 

This is only a summary. That makes me believe she loves me. 
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Gripoli even believes it’s possible that what she told me about Mme. 
Mortier was invented in the hope of making her lose out with me. 
We talked with the intimacy of two lofly souls who understand one 
another; from time to time she looked at me with haggard eyes 
(slightly charged with love) without saying anything. She told me 
with natural and entirely unstudied decency that she didn’t want to 
have a lover before her debut for fear of becoming pregnant. She 
said that without employing these terms, and in a way that was as 
delicate as this is vulgar. I lingered over the same notion, which I 
repeated in a thousand ways; 1 had too much emotional pleasure to 
take the trouble of inventing another one. She then told me in a 
diarmiitg way that she didn’t love me. 

The conclusion was that I kissed her and she gave me permission 
to go to see her tomorrow between two and three, the hour when 
little F£lipe will be there. Since I can’t muster up enough composure 
to display some wittiness, I must at least be simply myself in order'to 
have the grace of naturalness; otherwise. I’ll be between the devil 
and the deep blue sea. Not enough composure to follow out my plans 
for being a rou4 and no grace or emotional appeal, not simply saying 
the first thing'that comes into my head. If I’m wise, however. I’ll try 
paying some attention to pretty little F61ipe in order to make her a 
bit jealous. It’s strange that I only have pleasant, even tender things 
to say to her when I’m far away from her. I must explain this thing 
when I can. 

The role of Ariadne seemed charming to me. I must read Manon 
Leicatft with her before she takes this role. I was gracefully dressed 
today, at least the bust, and or her home I had all the appearance of 
the liveliest emotion. 

vj Pluvidse [February rd].— Today should have been one of the most 
agreeable of my life, and in fact it almost was. I worked with Gripoli 
on Biran three hours and a quarter. 'The weather was superb. I spent 
four hours at Louason’s. I saw her for only a second tfte4>tfte; she 
rehearsed the second ard third acts of Ariane. I found M. Lalanne 
there, saw M. Paillette arrive and depart; saw arrive and leave M. Le 
Blanc, the relative of Joseph’s wife. 

I was downcast when I came away from Louason’s at five o'clock. 
I thought I saw that she was a whore. I’d be delighted to learn that 
she’s being kept by Le Blanc. The only thing needed for my happiness 
was lacking because of my father’s avarice. It was the ball in the Rue 
du Bouby, where AdMe is dancing at this very minute. Strictly speak* 
in^ I could go anyway, but my soul, exhausted by violent emotions, 
needs some rest 
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Louason, after rehearsing the charming passage of Ariadne and 
Theseus, which ends with: 

Cen est fait, tu le pots, je n'ai plus dc colirc, 

which she addressed to me throughout, leaned against me and I kissed 
her. 

It was pne of those days the like of which it*s forever impossible to 
have in the provinces. Gripoli well sustained me when I was dejected 
this afternoon, he*s a rare friend and all the more precious to me 
because he has the rationality I lack. 

28 P^upiSse [February 77] .—Walked in flie Tuileries with Gripoli and 
Durif. Read Mme. Roland and Tacitus^ this morning. Found that the 
monarchy, by introducing deference between nations, mixes passions 
with government. 

At Pace’s, I see every day the increase of respect for the law and the 
decline of its authority. 

I didn’t see Louason in the Tuileries. Worked all evening with 
Percevant on our characters, 

JO PluviSse [February 79]. — After rehearsing Gripoli in the role of 
Desronais in Caroline, I went to Dugazon’s at noon; I was informed 
that there would be no lesson. I went to Melanie’s, a bit tremulous. 
She greeted me with visible pleasure and gaiety; her chambermaid 
was curling her hair. I didn’t have enough wit to be witty — ^that’s a 
fact. I fanned the fire myself while she was doing something else. 
This little task, which bespoke intimacy, delighted me. Her chamber- 
maid went out at last. We remained together two hours. I was very 
happy. I’d have liked a lot for her to be as much so as 1. 1 have reason 
to believe that she was part of the time. What should have been accom- 
plished by skill was brought about by chance; she told me her life 
story, it showed that she has a soul as sensitive as mine, because she 
told me things that could have been discerned only by a sensitive soul. 

My mind is tired as I write this, I’ve just carefully gone over four 
hundred pages in three hours of time; but I don’t want to go to bed 
without writing. 

Her name is Melanie Guilbert; she was born at Caen. She has a 
brother, a sister and a mother. Her father is dead. It looks as though 
her father made a misalliance in marrying her mother, who, an only 
daughter and very beautiful, brought into the household all her de- 
fects of character — ^to such a point that, on his deathbed, her father 
answered her sister, who told him she was going to write to her 
' absent mother, "No, no, my daughter, let me die in peace.” Another 
time, she slapped his face in front of the children; he pretended to 
laugh at the affront. 
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It appears that Melanie’s brother is quite a bad lot, even a low 
fellow, but conscientious when it comes to money, going as far as to 
return to the family of one of his friends 6,000 francs in bank notes 
which the friend had left him when he died- Her mother sank into 
avarice. 

She was divine while telling me this story. I was sitting beside her, 
looking into her face, not missing a single one of her traits, holding 
her hands in mine. She was quite conscious that her tender soul 
was producing its effect. She was really moved; while speaking of her 
father, she twice dabbed at her eyes, in which there were no tears. 
I stole twenty kisses and she didn’t go out of her way to stop me; I 
believe she loves me. The proof of it lies in the smiling joy and 
delight of a sensitive soul which she manifested upon seeing me. Yet 
I bored her a bit the last time, for when I said, “Choose a signal to 
give me when I’m boring you,” she said, “Ah, yes!” with an accent 
of satisfaction. I joked a bit about it. This signal is the question, *“Is 
there a ball at the Opera?” I urged her to tell me whether she was 
in love with someone, she said no, at length yes, looking at me; in 
spite of my efforts, she saw that I was crestfallen (it was largely put 
on), she quickly said no; the suave grace she put in this whole con- 
versation proved that she’s in love with me. Anyway, I succeeded 
twice in making her laugh boisterously; I began to recover my com- 
posure. Still, I continued to have those moments when my lips alone 
speak, my heart being busy feeling while my lips forever repeat the 
same thing. 

At two o’clock, I accompanied her to the office of Talma the dentist, 
where I’m to go tomorrow. On our return, she wanted to work, I saw 
that by the expression on her face. I went up a minute; it’s agreed 
that I’ll call her Melanie and she’ll call me Henri. I gave her a good 
kiss and left her at three o’clock. 

She told me again today that she didn’t want to have a lover, that 
all she thought about was making her debut; that’s another reason 
for working with her. She read Shakespeare’s Othello and then the 
Othello of Ducis; she preferred the second; the great beauties of the 
first failed to achieve their effect because of the Barbary horses and 
the beast with two backs; I must teach her to appreciate the sublime 
Shakespeare. She was delighted with Desdemona’s premonition of 
her death; she made two or three sentimental criticisms of Shake- 
speare’s Othello which (whatever their merit) could have come only 
from the soul of an artist. I’ll see her tomorrow at Dugazon’s, Thurs- 
day at Le Bourgeois' Gentilhommcp or rather at her home and at the 
theater, Friday at Dugazon's. Now, oh account of our signal, “Is there 
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a ball at the Op^ra?’* I'll go to see her oftener. I must acquire the 
habit of making compliments; she joked about a little tap she gave 
me in the eye, and said, jesting, fondly, 'Those big eyesi" I ought to 
have answered, “Oh, you’re used to your own, you don’t find any big 
ones, but, etc., etc.’* This day, which has been a delightful one and 
filled with a happiness I would never be able to enjoy in the provinces 
(the arts.and the delicate love of an intelligent woman), didn’t make 
the same impression on me that it would have a few days ago; I’m 
beginning to get used to happiness. . 


Journal of My Third Voyage to Paris 
From I Ventose, Year XIII, to . . . 


Ventdse, Kill. 

HAPPINESS OF Melanie. 

6 Ventose, XIIL — ^see. — to say to her in every instant what i think 
and feel at the time; here is the unic way to happiness, read in the 
nature the 20 Ventose at the thuileries gardens, to have ever carriks. 

My whole behavior in this affair has been, and probably will be, that 
of a child. 27 Ventose, XIII [March 18, 1805]. 

Le vicende di amore: spiritoso il 6 Ventoso, provo tutte le furie di 
gelosia e d'incerta corrisponza il jj, teneva le mani nellc mie il 50. 
[Vicissitudes of love: witty 6 Ventose; I experienced all the fury of 
jealousy and uncertainty regarding my own love the 13th; I held her 
hand the 30th.] 

Ventdse, XIIL — The time this journal opens is perhaps the happiest of 
my life. Dugazon’s lessons, my love for Melanie and perhaps hers for 
me compose my happiness; and yet possibly never ought a time to 
have been more unhappy: my father hasn’t given me the advance to 
buy clothes for which I’ve been asking him since Vendemiaire. In a 
few days, I hope to have 1,000 francs, of which 300 francs will be an 
advance from my father and the balance a loan. 

I have quite nice lodgings in the Rue de Menars, No. 9. That’s my 
physical situation. I’m very well dressed. 

Ventdse \Febritary 20]. — ^This day has been one of the happiest in my 
life. I spent three or four hours of the sweetest intimacy with Mflanie. 
Everything showed me that she loved me. Her gentle and entire con- 
F 
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fidence, her astonishment upon learnings when a man she'd invited 
for dinner arrived, that it was five o'clock. 

WITHOUT uvB OF cijOEY, dictva to ieri to Gripoli, credo ehe to mi 
DID DO ac. AND sequeret fimpiego del Mol6. [Were it not £or my love 
of gjory, I said yesterday to Mante;, I believe I should become an actor 
and follow the career of Mole.] this is true, this ufb is charming. 

2 VentSse [February 2 /].— Ever since last night. I've had an epistle to 
Melanie in my head, or rather my heart. I still have the' feeling of it; 
it would undoubtedly give her pleasure, but I still recall the difficulty 
I had last summer in composing four lines of verse in eight hours of 
abominable labor. A hundred lines of verse would be necessary. It’s 
impracticable. 

I’ve perhaps never loved her as much as yesterday, and she nev6r 
appeared as pretty to me as today, at half-past two, when she was 
at^emble as she was about to recite the first scene of Phidre. 

II o’clock.— I've just left her after spending the evening with* her 
(eleven o’clock is striking); and I wish I might cease to exist imtil 
noon tomorrow, when I’m seeing her again. 

My soul is too exhausted for me to be able to write down every* 
thing I’ve felt today. Yesterday was the hapfuest day in my life, 
everything convinces me that she’s in love with me. At two o’clock 
today, I went to her home, she received me very well, she was all 
dressed up, charming and quite flustered. As for myself on the way 
there I was unable to hold in my happiness, in the Rue Neuve-des- 
Petits-Champs I had to make an effort to get out of the way of the 
pasung carriages. At her apartment, I found a M. Martin de . . . , an 
openhanded man with a mediocre mind, I beheve. She was expect- 
ing a M. de ChSteauneu^ to whom she was to recite her lines. He 
arrived a minute later, introduced by M. Le Blanc, the same one I 
made so impatient one day that I stayed until five o’clock — ^who looks 
to me as though he dined there frequently, who looks to me as though 
he were an entreteneur because with everything I see I associate his 
words, “Mademoiselle is afraid,” whose ambiguous status is beginning 
to displease me singularly, undoubtedly as much as I displease him, 
and whom Fd take the greatest pleasure in throwing out the window. 
That man is no fool, he has piercing black eyes and a bad breath, ac* 
cording to what M61anie gave me to understand tonight, and a mind 
that repeats; he’s already said before me twice, “Yes, it’s permissible 
to copy— but when you kill yotir man.” I’ve read that somewhere. 

M. C^teauneufi a man of thirty-six, heavy-witted and handsome 
of face, with no expression other than nullity of character, is a bed 
' and very dull (5opy df La Rive; moreover, the same character in what 
he says, with more baseness. Fatuous' in an aunine way. 
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To tell what M^Unie mode me feel, I’d need fifty pagei and a ftedi 
mind, no deiire to deep and no fatigue. All these reasons likewise 
prevent me from going into the. lofty views on the human mind that 
the sight of these characters gave me this morning. 1 experienced so 
much emotionally tonight that I have a severe 8tomach<ache. 

Mflonie recited the first scene from Ph^dre with a rare soul; you 
con see that she feels more than she expresses. 

She also recited one of Amfnalde’s passages. But what is beyond 
description is the divine soul she* .unconscioudy revealed. She has 
Desdemona’s character in everything. At first excessively shy, then 
b^poming assured, but paying no compliments to ChiteauneuE, lack- 
ing the fdsity that society gives, in a word, divine. I came away at half- 
past four, leaving M. Le Blanc and Mme. Mortier there. 

I reached the orchestra through an uproar in the queue; they were 
giving Le Bourgeois Gentilhomme. (Same judgment as when I read 
it: the traits are true but of the vulgarest, the characters undevebped, 
the outlihe of a great master. Dugazon good.) Wagner had kept a 
seat in the orchestr<i for me. She arrived with diat litde Mortier, who 
throughout displayed the character of a low wench; she [Mflanie], 
from the beginning to the end, the modesty of Desdemona. 

CO. ■> AS SHE THE WORLD HAD NEVER SEEN, 

really without social experience, as modest as Mile. Mars; I at her side, 
enchanted, immobile, brilliant, but not telling her all I wanted to 
tell her. 

With this character, it’s possible that she is compromised a-great deal 
by her behavior and that she’s had very few bvers; she admitted m 
me that she’s had one; I believe Lafond has had her. We left, wearied 
by* the ballets, at a quarter past eleven. I accompanied her as far as her 
door, but didn’t go up out of discretion. I could have kissed her; to- 
morrow I must make her appreciate my effort to hold myself in. 
Tonight, she was wearing a black hat and a rose and she was rouged, 
like a piquant beauty playing a concerto of beauty, and her face was 
that of Desdemona— sweet melancholy and innocence. This discord 
was ill-becoming. 

This was a day when I saw her only in public. I feel that I love her 
more every day. Today, I was with her from two till a quarter ro five, 
and from seven till eleven, six hours and three quarters; yesterday, 
from three till five. Who wouldn’t believe that I have her? And yet^ 
that’s not the case. I read in her candid soul; she’s so candid, in &c^ 
that I shall always believe her in preference to anything that may be 
said about her. &metimes I’m furious at the thought that she may 
have given herself without bve. 
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Were I to see Victorine, the other love might possibly come back; 
as I don’t see her, Melanie fills my life and I don’t think of her. AdMe 
is driven from my heart forever. 

I’m going to bed with the desire to sleep, to obliterate myself until 
I see her again. I took her Cymbeline and Manott Lescaut. 
j VentSse [February 22 ].— As I write this at midnight, it seems to me 
as though the events of this morning took place several days ago. When 
I woke up at seven .o’clock this morning, I had enough surplus energy 
to provide stimulus for several bodies. I went to Dugazon’s at noon. 
I foiAid Wagner and FSipe there. Melanie came in a moment later. 
Dugazon had me recite Cinna’s narrative twice; I spoke it in four 
voices: the artificial voice of Talma, my own voice distended, a silly 
voicer and still another, but none of them was the real one. I’m not 
blas^ enough. What makes me speak badly is my excessive sensibility. 

Melanie finished with Monime and began Ariadne. We left together 
at two o’clock; she was crestfallen because she thou^t she had given 
a bad interpretation of Ariadne, whom, on the contrary, she estab> 
lished with deep feeling. We went along the Boulevards, then the 
Rue Montmartre to the Tuileries, in the loveliest weather in the 
world. From there, as we were both dying of hunger and she wouldn’t 
go in Legacque’s, we went to her apartment, where a fire was burn- 
ing. Her chambermaid heated up a little dish of potatoes for us, we 
put a chair between us and ate them with delight, because, in the first 
place, we were hungry, and because, I believe, at the moment she was 
as deeply in love with me as I was with her. We were about to go back 
to the Tuileries when the inevitable Le Blanc came in at a quarter to 
four. Maybe he eats there. I stayed until five, she smiling divinely at 
my restrained wrath and the smile (somewhat put on) with which I 
masked it. 

If I only could have felt that I had some claims on her. I’d have 
had one of the most violent fits of anger possible. My anger without 
claims and my jealoiuy without any reason to show that I was jealous 
put me in a cold rage that lasted until seven o’clock. A word, a fissure 
through which to escape, and I don’t know what could have held 
me back — ^nothing but death (mine). This state was not disagreeable, 
I thought that at bottom she was in love with me, and she said this 
morning that she would be going to the Fran^ais. 

I went there, she didn’t come. I saw Felipe and Wagner in die 
balcony, I joined them in the second act. That little F61ipe is charm- 
ing, but it’s extraordinary how lacking she is in acquired ideas. 

. They were giving Iphiginie, which is positively the play that bores 
me more than all the others in die world, with the excepdon of cheap 
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dramas. The characters have nothing but vanity, a sentiment with 
which one reckons but doesn’t sympathize. 

I lead a very brilliant existence, to Felipe’s way of thinking. Wagner 
is certainly a goodhcarted plodding animal, thoroughly German in 
the full meaning of the word, a thousand leagues from refinement* 

We’ve just taken Felipe home. Tomorrow, I’m going to Melanie’s 
at noon to take her to the Luxembourg. The time of the day when 
I’m able to express my love least well (in my opinion) is always the 
one that I’m with her; I spent five hours in her company today. Her 
character seems to me to have a general tinge of melancholy. Perhaps 
her soul is too delicate for her situation. 

She told me this morning of a thousand vulgarities she has ob- 
served in Mme. Mortier, whom she must stop seeing. 

If Louason had come tonight, I’d have got ahead with my affairs, 
I had all the necessary audacity that comes with composure. I experi- 
enced feelings that were very keen and different today. Never was 
I in a bef^vi iiood to appreciate Iphigenie, I only asked to be moved, 
and yet it displeased me mightily. 

Perhaps it isn’t impossible to have Felipe. That would be amusing. 

The general opinion at Dugazon’s, the opinion that everyone holds 
and expresses in .rout of me, is ’’that I have too much of what the 
others haven’t enough of.” ’’You have too much soul,” as Felipe and 
Wagner told me tonight and this morning while I was acting. 

Can it be that this charming girl has some terrible secret sorrow 
which gives her that melancholy? I’m inclined to believe so for several 
reasons — several of her words which said as much, and the firmness 
of resolution with which she devotes herself to the theater. 

Or is this melancholy a game to mask the silence into which she 
is forced by the fear of unmasking herself? But why go to so much 
trouble in order to be loved by me? To have some money? But the 
tone she has adopted is the farthest removed from that; it even makes 
such a thing impossible. 

Just let the Lawyer Against try to stop me from worshiping a lofty 
and sublime soul whom I’ve come across by the greatest of hazards, 
whom I worship and who’s in love with me, according to what Gripoli 
believes! I must be all eyes tomorrow; I’ve been courting her since 
15 Pluvidse [February 4] at the most. On that day, I spoke to her of 
my love for the first time jokingly, I speak to her far too often in this 
manner; her soul is too tender, hasn’t enough social experience to 
be so pleased by the comic. 

How natural the role of Ariadne is! 

4 VentSse [February 2j].— Some time ago, Milan went hunting daily. 
Four days ago, he was at Malmaison, in a gloomy mood; they say it’s 
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' becEUse he’s just had Luden assassinated. Louis is tick in bed, and 
Joseph has accepted the kingdom Lombardy. 

I went to Louason’s at noon. Her chambermaid told me she’d gone 
out I returned at half-past one, same reply; maybe she shut herself 
in again. That would indicate that Le BlatK is keeping her. If such 
were the case, would she have the courage to tell me p Wouldn’t the 
shame of admitting it overcome her love? All that worries me. Gripoli 
thinks I oughtn’t to see her before Monday. 

I went for a walk with him two hours in the Tuileries; he told me 
what a terrible effect my kind of wit produces in sodety. We’re going 
to devebp what he said and write it in this journal. That brings me 
even closer 'to my Louason. She possesses the soul of an artist; it will 
be a bng time before I’m able to explain my opinbns well enough 
to be considered by her as even an equal in declamation. When that 
time comes, she will bve me and I will find happiness with a soul 
*as tender as my own, while the idiots, misuking my jokes for con- 
udered statements, will conclude that I am a dangerous man, and 
hence a bai-natured one. If I live, my conduct will show that there 
never has been a man whose pity is as easily aroused as my own: the 
tiniest thing moves me, brings tears to my eyes. My sensation invariably 
triumphs over my perception, thus preventing me &om carrying out 
die slightest plan. In a word, they’ll realize that there never has been 
a man with a better disposition than mine. 

Mante, who has known my character, will bear witness to this; and 
anyway, don’t trust reputations. He told me that Rey and I had minds 
as far apart as possibk. 

AU t^t redoubles my bve for my divine Melanie. 

6 Ventdse [February 25] ^maximum of wit in my ufe. — ^I left Louason’s 
at half-past three; for the first time in my life, I was brilliant with 
prudence and not in the least with passion. I was aware of what I was 
doing all the time, but without being bothered because of that, with- 
out being embarrassed. I don’t believe I’ve ever been so brilliant, nor 
tilled my role so capably. J was wearing a waistcoat, silk breeches 
and black stockings, with a cinijamon-bronze coat, a very well arranged 
cravat, a superb frill. Never, I believe, was my homeliness more effaced 
' by my character.^ I arrived at Dugazon’s, I found no one there but 
F£lip^ who opened the door for me. She was enchanted with me and 
gave me a go^ opportunity to make a declaration to her; I brought 
hot a copy of Racine. 

.After four minutes alone together, the doorbell rang, no one opened 
the door, I went my^ to open it. It was Louason snth Mme. Mortier. 

%Iy whole soul appeared; it caused my bodjb to be overlooked; I bad the 
appearance of a very handsome man, of Talma’s kind. [Note by Beyle.] 
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Readung the fireplace, Mme. Mortier said, “I^s impossible to be 
better'lDoking,” etc., a compliment on my dark dotbes. Louason re- 
garded me and felt the compliment I repUed with a noble gaiety and 
the most ofihand and extreme politeness. The whole lesson period 
was in that strain, especially toward Louason, but this politeness was 
a bng way from the tender and abandoned love of t^ other days. 
I looked ,at her very little while putting her through her reheard 
This was the only thing that might have appeared affected (to her 
abne; the othen only noticed a slight letup in niy usual ardent man- 
ner), and it fitted into my role perfectly. 

^ told her that yesterday I was at the Fran^ais, where she was; diis 
appeared to surprise her. From that owment, passion was awakened 
in her, she started to pay attention to w^t she was doing. 

While speaking her role, she frequently took my hand with all the 
tenderness of the role; it Seems to me she even sqtieezed it three or 
four times. I was extremely polite, but I didn’t squeeze hers. 

While playing the role, I manifested a charming gallantry for little 
Fflipe. I mustered up all the beauty and grace 1 was capable oL I 
danced with her a second. She had to leave the room, she said she’d 
'come back, and she actually did come back, something I believe she’s 
■ never done before. 

Louason, it seems to me, was surprised, attentive and immobile: 
that’s the spirit of her behavior. 

She complimented little Felipe on her sea-green hat, on the bet that 
she was able to wear such a color, and said at the same time that it 
was badly made. I went over and said some agreeable things to Felipe; 
she took off her bonnet, there was some question of putting it on 
Louason; she wouldn’t let us, finally she started to put it on me; I 
agreed on condition that she wotild take it afterward. I believe she 
found pleasure in the act of putting it on me. 

I took it off, and, as I urged her to take it, she whispered to me, 
"Do you want to become disgusted with me?’’ This word seems to me 
decisive. I think I answered, "I have need to." 

1 next recited the second act of Le Misanthrope, and I said to Felipe 
with all the grace and half passion (in the world) possible, “Divine 
Fflipe, come and rehearse with me.’’ 

The charming grace of my declamation dumfi>unded Louason; she 
stood there astonished, immobile, breathless. After twenty lines, 
Dugazon told Mme. Mortier to take the part of Cl&nentine. Felipe 
went to Louason’s side, with Wagner, who'was the maximum of dte 
German sort today, between the two of them. Louason, I believe, spoke 
to them about me. 

Dqgazon complimented me on a four4ine rqoinder; he told me it 
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was perfectly in character, etc. In the middle of my role, I saw Louason 
ask for some paper to write a note. She wrote it, I went over to her 
without affectation and asked her if she were leaving; she said she 
was dying of hunger, and sat down. 

During his role, Dugazon sang us — particularly her — a charming 
couplet from Moncrif with all the gaiety and grace possible: 

“Pretty shepherdess! You have all the shepherds, one after the other. 
But I have no complaint, you make me pass such a lovely day!” 

That meant, “After Wagner, you have Beyle." I was interrupted 
a few minutes later, she rose to leave. Dugazon told Mme. Mortier to 
begin. I left a couple of seconds after her, employing this time to give- 
Dugazon my note. 

When die two of us were alone on the stairway, she was silent, 
abashed, without resoluteness in her actions, telling me she wasn’t 
giving me her arm so as to be able to raise her skirt, but giving it to 
me at the same time. 

She had her book and handkerchief in her hand, she didn’t dare 
give them to me. I asked her if they bothered her, she said yes and 
gave them to me. 

We continued like that from Dugazon’s to her apartment, she 
speaking of her roles, without love. We arrived at her door, I asked 
her if I might come up, she seemed surprised at this question, and 
answered it with a look that said, “Why, yes, of course.” I happened 
to be holding her book the same way as on the day I gave it back to 
her in the same place and went away without going up. She was upset 
by that, I believe. She said a few words I didn’t understand, she was 
embarrassed; she said, “It’s because you were holding my book the way 
you were the day you gave it back to me and went away.” These were 
more or less her words. When we reached her apartment, the same 
tone continued, agitation on her part and also a bit on mine — every- 
thing needed for me to act my role properly. 

On the way back, she had told me that she’d go to the Fran^ais 
tomorrow (because of PAidte). 

When we reached her apartment, she started singing the praises 
of litde F^pe. That seems to be her way of treating all the people 
she fears; she’s clever. I was very moderate and polite in regard to 
this praise. She started out by telling me that I took her home the day 
before yesterday and that the little girl told her I cracked all sorts 
of jokes as we were passing throu^^ the Palais-Royal, that she roared 
wiijh lau j^ter all along the way. The little girl must have let her see 
by these words that I had been as amiable as possible with her.^ I 

Hie tnidi is that I made her'langh two or three times, the rest of the time I 
was mudi occupied widi her. I kidded her mildly and subdy about Lafond, 
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replied that I didn’t believe it was difficult to make her laugh a lot. 
She told me, after a few embarrassed words as she walked about 
the room while I was fanning the fire, that my grimaces when M. 
Le Blanc came in the other day made her laugh heartily. I put up a 
graceful defense, broaching the subject of love in connection with the 
word “grimace”; she replied, pausing in front of her mirror, that when 
I was her lover — ^which Fm still a long way from being — mustn’t stop 
her from seeing other people. The explanation we’d both been waiting 
for was about to start. 

Instead of getting up and going to the center of the stage, as I 
hjive the bad habit of doing sometimes, I kept on fanning the fire; 
I told her some jokes she didn’t understand. Without stopping to 
putter with the fire, I had my ear out for what the chambermaid might 
say to her; she told her in a whisper, “M. Le Blanc came at a quarter 
past two, thinking that it was three o’clock.” I took it all in. We 
were at this point when Chateauneuf came in for the second time. 
We were about to have the explanation, the reconciliation was bound 
to fail, as M. Le Blanc was due to arrive at three o’clock. I saw M. 
Chateauneuf come in with a pleasure that astonished me; I thought 
I would be depressed because of his coming, and instead I was pleased. 

I greeted M. Cl'ateiuneuf with extreme politeness, he recounted his 
life to us; his conversation was ponderous and arid with the best pos- 
sible material. The man is thick-witted. 

I soon took the conversation in hand, and made it wander around 
and change subject with an ease that amazed me. He asked for Lt Cid, 
Mile. Louason went to look for the book, finally handed it to him; he’d 
scarcely started to talk about this role and Lafond when I made him 
talk of something else, book in hand. 

After making my man gallop through everything under the sun, I 
led him up to Alfieri; it turned out that he knew him well and once 
stayed a month with him in Florence. On hearing this, my enthusiasm 
for this great man was revived; he had been saying that he knew 
Italian, that Alfieri used to like him to read his plays, etc., etc., etc., etc. 
I drank in these details, I bided my time. Finally, he asked me casually, 
as though out of duty and as though sure of a no: 

“Do you know Italian?” 

(With the best pronunciation:) io capisco molto, sono rtato tre 
anni in Italia!* etc. [Yes, I understand it well, I spent three years in 
Italy.] 

His face expressed utter astonishment and pleasure. I was majestic 


who*s had her, or is still having her, and with whom she’s a bit in love. There- 
fore, people must be occupied with themselves. [Note by Beyle.] 
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to the point o£ being sublime for him, and, indeed, I began to be 
subUme. (Terms from the art of moving people, or poetry.) 

Louason was attentive. 

After this sentiment had been exhausted, he recited for me the 
sonnet of the great Aliieri, the sixth, seventh, etc. lines of which ace 
magnificent: great and profound and lofty truths expressed as well as 
they possibly could be in a language that is pompous and crammed 
with sentiment. I let my own sentiment burst out, it was the expres- 
sion of the keenest admiration. Louason said, “If you keep on, mon- 
sieur, he'll go out of his head.” After that, I restrained my admiration a 
little. 

The bell rang, I changed places three or four times with embarrass- 
ment, as 'at the approach of a person one hates and before whom one 
wants to put on a good appearance, all this was taking place while Le 
Blanc was opening the three doors through which you have to pass to 
enter the room. I forgot to say that, before the arrival of M. de CMteau- ' 
neuf, 1 spoke to her of Le Blanc with hatred, and, as she was preparing 
to ask me what right I had to hate him, I saw the question in her eyes 
and replied, “There are eyes I don’t like; he’s a man I don’t like. You 
aren’t going to prevent it, 1 hope.’’ That’s the gist of it. Her nervous- 
ness increased, she said while arranging herself before her looking 
glass, “I think you’re crazy.” Chiteauneuf came in. By the time Le 
Blanc came in, I had made up my mind. Chdteauneuf liked me because 
of the deep feelings he’d just aroused in me. I said, "Let’s put on a 
front of enthusiasm and pretend to be completely absorbed by what 
ChSteauQeuf is saying. I’ll make him talk to me while my ear and atten- 
‘tion are trained on Louason and Le Blanc.” I carried this out so effec- 
tively that there were several times when I had no idea what ChSteau- 
neuf was saying with the liveliest interest for my* exclusive benefit. I 
smiled and frowned from time to time, the least ineptly possible. 

Here is what was done by the two persons I was observing: Louason 
put on the look of a woman who’s receiving the man who keeps her, a 
look of feigned tenderness and friendliness; she took an armchair, 
giving her place to Le Blanc; the latter, seeing that ChSteauneuf and I 
were deep in conversation, began talking in a low voice (the low voice 
of Parisian society, which isn’t a whisper like the low voice of the 
provinces). He squeezed her knees, he started out saying things like 
a man who’s keeping a woman, among them, “After the days of- 
plentyl” 

“After the days of plenty, what?” 

“You’ll see.” 

Some pleasant surprise he's preparing for her after the days of plenty. 
She thanked him with a smile, btit not with her eyes, feigned. 
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During thii, the form of her upper lip changed completely, ahe loat 
her angelic tenderneM and asaum^ the wantonnen of a wench. Her 
lip ia \uually almoat aa atraight aa mine, it became almoat aa arched aa 
Mante'a. 

(Nig^t and hunger are driving me out, I’ll continue after dinner. 
Two toura and a half to write the foregoing.) 

The whole object of my oonveraation with Ch&teauneuf waa to in- 
duce him to form a troupe in which Louaaon could play. At thia point 
the conversation became general. Le Blanc aaid he had a theater in view 
but that the scheme was still in the 'air. Some minutes later, Chfteau- 
neuf said, “I too have a theater in view, 

"ffiocr nos mystire/ sombres 
Doipent s^ensevelir dans la moft et dans Yombre" 

I mid him he was terrible with death, that one should flee it. There- 
upon, not seeing the joke, he told me. tha^ the two lines were from 
[Voltaire’s] Mahomet; I continued to joke, I took my hat and went out. 
I bumped my head as I passed through the first door. Louason said, 
not very tenderly but with much warmth and curiosity, “You’ll .kill 
yourself,” and then, to the others when I had closed the door, “He’s 
such a hothead!” This word with great expression. I couldn't have 
ended the day with a better exit. 

This was undoubtedly the finest day in my life.* I may enjoy greater 
successes but I’ll never display more talent. My perception was just 
strong enough m guide my sensation; a little more, and I’d have let 
myself be carried away by the latter. 

And I had an audience worthy of me I Louason, with her soul, her 
kind of studies and her experience, is possibly the most difficult woman 
m deceive when it comes m the expression of love. 

I displayed great talent; it’s the first time I’ve seen it in myself to 
such a point; assuredly, this is the time to enjoy the pleasures of vanity. 
Well, I felt it yesterday, and I still feel it to^y (7 Ventdse), I’m abso- 
lutely incapable of anything. Love alone makes me find mellowness in 
the memory of my day. I desire nothing but the happiness I can enjoy 
throu^ loving Mflanie, the rest is of little importsmee. 

In ^e evening, 1 was absolutely exhausted, I was incapable of doing 
anything; I’d have needed a society in which I could relax, a concert in 
a ^me where I’d be entirely without constraint; not having this, I 
went to bed at eig^t o’clock. 

To express the perfection of the sort of thing in which I excel, I 

*As hv as talent it concerned. The day I possets her will be fu finer. [Note by 
Beyle.] 



136 THE PRIVATE DIARIES OF STENDHAL 

• might say that I filled a role such as Moliire might have written, being 
the actor as well as the author. 

7 VentSse (Mardi Gras) [February 26].— I saw the fatted ox, it was pitiful. 

Generally speaking, I can hold aU this sort of spectacle in contempt. 

A year ago, quarrel at Grenoble with Colomb and d’Avignonet. Two 
years ago, quarrel at the Bal de la Cite between four loafers and F. 
Faure, Boissat and me. I was certainly a child in those days, I was all 
soul, I had no conception of vanity, I was taking Legouve*s course. I 
was in love with Ad^le of the gate and I thought I was making her 
fall in love with me. I flooded myself with coffee, the only moments I 
counted as happy were those passed in mental erethism. That had a- 
tendency, it seems to me, to drive me insane. By his contagious gloomi- 
ness, Faure darkened that whole period of my life, otherwise so fine 
because of the sentiment, the days when I thought of Hamlet and was 
taking lessons from Deschamps. 

I didn’t go to the Fran^ais because I wasn’t sure of finding her there, 
since George was playing; because I’m not very rich; and especially 
because it was good policy not to go, although she told me in advance 
that she’d be there. She even told me in advance in this fashion, “For 
instance. I’ll be there tomorrow,” etc. 

Which seemed to me a bit emphatic. 

8 VentSse [February 27]. — I went to Melanie’s at two o’clock, she was 
wearing an attractive negligee. I never in my life saw her so gay. All 
my resolutions gave way, I kissed her a thousand times, she put up no 
resistance. I took her in a fiacre to see an agent in the Rue des 
Mathurins; she stayed there a quarter of an hour. We returned and I 
left her at five o’clock, four minutes after the arrival of M. Le Blanc. 
She gave me all sorts of explanations about him: he has composed three 
tragedies and two comedies, he doesn’t take his meals with her, but he 
comes there every day from four to five. What for? I’ll go tomorrow. 
She saw me leave with regret and nodded to me charmingly, saying, 
“You’ll come tomorrow to rehearse me in Ariadne.” She said that to me 
from behind the door; I being already on the stairs. 

She told me with feeling that M. Le Blanc and M. Chateauneuf 
found me amiable the other day; she said, “And I didn’t say a word.” 

9 and 10 VentSse [February 28 and March /]. — ^Yesterday and today> I 
saw the lovable Melanie. My love increased amazingly. Tonight it was 
my whole life. I believe that M. Blanc, far from keeping her, is merely 
a man of letters who talks over her roles with her, but has exacted 
secrecy. In that case, wh^ an angelic soul I She was far from even 
imagining my suspicions, and how far my coarse words are from inter- 
preting her delicacyl- She’s in love with me and won’t tell me so; to- 
morrow, I should let her see that I’m sad. # 
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Tm going to bed at half-past nine tonight because I feel che tni 
distruggo pensando a ella [that I am wearing myself out thinking about 
her]. 

12 VentSse [March jJ.-^ince that day, much misfortune has befallen my 
love. I wasn’t able to go to the Fran^ais in the evening, and it was a 
great misfortune. I’d have been sad. I’d have asked her to pardon me 
for my indiscretion, for it was one, and even a very stupid one; that 
would perhaps have ended everything and at this moment Fd possess 
her. 

But there, as elsewhere, we have a bastard. It seems to me that, at the 
iQoments when I need to go forward, I hear a voice above me crying, 
“You would like to fly and you havcn\got wings, crawl!” I frequently 
desire the passions in order to be happy; that’s not asking for pure 
happiness, it’s asking for anxiety. But that kind of anxiety trains me in 
gallantry, makes me know man’s heart (for the glory), and, all in 
all, is worth more than the profound boredom in which Tencin wallows 
because 'of the absence of all passion. His hope is of the destructive 
kind, of that kind which waits for an event which cannot be hastened 
by any act of ours. 

I consequently didn’t see Melanie at the Frangais. It was Friday the 
loth. In the evening, I was in a mood of that tender sadness that comes 
entirely from love, and that affects you so deeply. 

Yesterday, I went to Melanie’s at half-past twelve. I was told that she 
wasn’t home. I went to Mme. Daru’s; AdMe came in.' From there to 
M. de Baure’s, who greeted me as though he had seen me the day be- 
fore, although two months had passed since I last saw him. I never so 
much appreciated the pleasure of conversing with a man of parts. That 
is still another enjoyment that is impossible in the provinces. 

I tore myself away with difficulty at half-past two. I hurried to 
Melanie’s. She opened the dc^r herself. Before I had taken two steps, I 
noticed a hat on the sofa. I found the poet Lalanne. I looked crestfallen. 
I’ve just left him. I was more witty than amiable. I felt that I was un- 
able to say anything to Melanie, so I was in a bad temper and scarcely 
paid any attention to her. I talked well, but I was in such a temper 
that two or three times I prevented Lalanne from leaving. 

At this point in my visit, I noticed that she looked very sad. She said 
she expected an agent at half-past two. She rang; she said to me (speak- 
ing to me) : 

“As it’s an agent, I’ll ask you to leave us alone a moment.” That more 
or less. A moment meant, “You’ll go into the next room,” but the 
inflection said, “You’ll leave me alone, I hope.” 

“That was certainly my intention,” I said. 

Today I went there, my heart beating, at one o’clock: “Madame 
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isnlc in.” I went to the Tuilerie^ where I found that booby of a Wagner. 
I left him to return to Melanie’s at two o’clock. Passing by the porter’s 
lodge> the idea came m me to ask if Mme. Louason was in: 

“Yes, monsieur,” looking very assured. I went up; the chimbermaid, 
with the look of a deceitful soubrette in a comedy: 

“hfodame'isn’t in.” 

Yesterday she replied to me with a truthful look: 

“Madame has just gone out.” 

Consequently, it’s obvious that Melanie shut her door to me today 
and perhaps yesterday. Undoubtedly, M. Le Blanc, whom I saw arriving 
and with whom I went out two days in succession, told her, “You’re* 
making me- ridiculous, either he doesn’t keep me from giving you a 
lesson again, or I stop coming.” 

Thereupon she presumably decided to shut her door to me, renounc- 
ing me, at least until I become more reasonable. 

I shouldn’t be in the least mad at her tomorrow; that’s a lesson she ' 
has given me, and I deserve it. 

I should be tenderly melancholy, completely tender and languid, 
even in my role in Le Misanthrope, which I’ll have to denature if I’m 
to achieve this. Dugazon will correct me. I’ll maintain my sentiment, 
which will result in my being asked, “What’s the matter with you to- 
day? You’re not at all like you usually are.” 

I mustn’t let on that I noticed that she shut her door to me today. I 
must be the first to speak to her of my stupid obstinacy on the loth, and 
I must tell her I did everything I could to drop in at the Fran9ais a 
moment fo the evening to ask her forgiveness. 

Thereupon, I must redouble my tender melancholy, without the 
least shade of somber despair. I must tell her that my departure has 
become' necessary; in speaking to her about my stupidity of the loth. 
I’ll look as though I were humiliated by it and I’ll give her my word 
of honor: “I give you, etc., to leave as soon as M. Le BlaiK comes in.” 

Friday, during my obstinacy, Le Blanc being present, I struck up a 
conversation of the eyes with her; she said to me, “It isn’t what you 
thinlc,” with the most sincere and sustained tone possible. 

In speaking to her of my departure, if we have reached her apart- 
ment, I should break into restrained tears; I must be at Dugazon’s at 
half-past eleven so we can leave at two. 

That’s the right road. But, above all, not the least shade of detpab'. 

She’s really taking an utonishing ascendancy over me. I missed a 
victory this afternoon on the Terrasse des Feuillants, and perhaps let 
myself be beaten by that booby of a German. 

He said to me, “Mile.' Louason is very intelligent” I approved 
heartily and stopped diort; whereupon, a 'moment later, he said in a 
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proTOUOced way that he enjoyed nothing more than making people 
jealous. I didn’t taunt him as he deserved after that quip; on one of my 
days of verve, if there had been a gallery, I’d have sent him packing to 
aU the devils in helL 

But my chief stupidity is not to have exaggerated the praise of 
Mflanie beyond all measure. I don’t give a damn about his quips, 
and he would have repeated my words of praise everywhere, if it 
had heed ingenious, and it would have gotten back to Melanie. 
That’s what comes from lack of attention and not having my wits 
about me. 

I saw the Pope qtiite clearly this morning at Saint-Germain-des-Prcs; 
in^particular, I saw him giving the communion and benediction. I 
heard him pronounce: et spiritous sanctbus. 

Ventdse, [March 4].— I’ve never recited these lines [from Moli^re’s Le 
Misanthrope^ as well as today, and I never felt them so deeply. Dugazon 
was as pleased as- possible with the way I acted this scene, and if I had 
been sen^tive to the pleasures of vanity I should have passed the day in 
a state of delight. Instead of that, I passed it in fits of fury and in the 
most frightful jealousy and the cruelest uncertainty. 

I’m about ready to believe that Louason has never loved me or else 
wants to break off with me. A kiss stolen by Wagner this morning set 
me beside myself, and yet it was possibly only a bit of stage play. She 
came to Dugazon’s at half-past twelve. I accompanied her as far as the 
Rue Coquilliwe. I scarcely said a word to her. Later I met her in the 
Rue des Petits-Champs; she said she was going to the Fran^ais. I’ve 
just been there and she wasn’t there. 

What drives me to desperation is that she treats me politely; no 
more &miliarity. 

I felt, as I was passing the Chateau des Tuileries at three o’clock this 
afternoon on my way to see Mounier, how sublime is that passage from 
OtheUo, "They say there is a noble race of horses, etc.”^ 

I longed to do something desperate, I’d have taken keen pleasure in 
stabbing myself. As I recovered from this mood, I experienced the 
pleasure of melancholy. I repeated with enthusiasm and enchantment 
that other passage from OtheUo, “It is the destiny of generous men 
and lofty characters that, etc.’” 

I experienced indescribable pleasure in pronouncing the word gen- 
erous. I possibly experienced more emotionally today than Pac£, Tencin 

’This phrase, frequendy quoted by Beyle, is not to be found in OtheUo or, 
apparendy, anywhere else in Shakespeare. 

^Possibly Beyle, whose quotations are notoriously inexact, was thinking of diese 
Ones spoken by Qdieilo in Act in. Scene 3: “Yet, ’tis die plague of great 
ones; . . . “Us destiny unshunnable^ like death ...” 
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and Ouehih6 in their whole lives. What commotions! Mante was of the 
opinion that I shouldn’t go to the theater; as it turned out» Td have 
done well to follow his advice. I told Melanie I was leaving, I was 
exacdy as I had planned to be. Maybe she came to the Franks and was 
prevented by the crowd from going in. She wasn’t there the loth for 
Zaire. 

To make matters worse, the bastard hasn’t sent me the money he 
promised for the end of ^Pluvidse. 

I’ve lived more on this Monday than in two months at Grenoble. 

Can it be that I displeased her by the due cappelli?^ If it’s that, O 
too fatal bastard, O experience which is costing me dearly, the heart of 
my Melanie! Tomorrow will decide. 

14 Ventdse [March 5].— I was so unhappy that I didn’t have the courage 
or time to write this entry on the day itself. I went through all the 
torments of unrequited love. The frightful humiliation experienced 
produces moments of fury (of cruelty), then sadness and tears; when 
later you are able to attain melancholy, the state becomes less cruel. 
If I had written the same day, Fd have written twenty pages. I find the 
character of Hermione very natural; she’s not a cruel woman at all, 
she’s an amorous woman who does cruel things. 

Once a trait of passion has been written down, there’s nothing to 
correct. For instance, the other day after having written, “I long to do 
something desperate,” or, noblifying the thing like Shakespeare, “They 
say there is a noble race of horses, etc.,” there remained nothing to add 
or to take away. It seems^to me that such things are spoiled by retouch- 
ing them^ 

I got dressed at noon; I went to Melanie’s nearly beside myself with 
emotion. I rang; there was no answer. I went to the Palais-Royal to 
while away a half hour which was possibly one of the most painful of 
my life; my sole distraction, and it was an enormous one, was to ob- 
serve my state. I should employ this means of consolation if ever I have 
to console an intelligent person. 

I went back to Melanie’s at a quarter past one, still nobody. Despite 
the violent objections of the Lawyer Against, I went back at half-past 
two. I was admitted and found her with ChSteauneuf. 

Then began a scene which seemed extraordinary and terrible for 
me; a single observation consoled me. It happened that, because of 

^**By the two hats.** Reference to the scene on February xi, when Melanie re- 
marked on the hats in a shopwindow. A similar scene takes place on March 29. 
Because of his father’s failure to send his allowance regularly, it was as im- 
possible for Beyle to buy presents for Mflanie as it was for him to take her to 
the Thfltre Fran^ais. 
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lack of experience and composure, I judged all that badly, or at least 
it’s quite possible that I judged it badly. 

Melanie, after one of those smiles with which she greets everyone, 
constantly looked away from mfc. Whenever her eyes fell on me, they 
were cold and polite. I realized that she intended to make me under* 
stand that she wanted to break off with me. What reassured me a little 
was that she appeared to be very upset. Sometimes her eyes were moist 
with emotion, at other times her features seemed to be obliterated and 
‘ to have a deathlike pallor. She was very distracted. 

I delighted Chateauneuf during this visit, and my conduct was full 
of love for Melanie. I left discreedy at four o’clock, a minute after M. 

Blanc came in. 

In the evening, I went with Crozet to the pit of the Fran^ais. I saw 
Melanie in the orchestra. I saw her leave with Dusausoir; she bowed 
to me very politely and coolly, as though it were unavoidable. I was 
disconsolate. I sought a distraction by going with Crozet to see Ariadne 
in her dressing room. 

75 Ventdse [March 6]. — I thought I wasn’t loved any more. I went to 
Dugazon’s, intending to be gay in order to have a chance to say in her 
ear, “What have you got against me?” 

I went there, I played the fool with Felipe, who let me go ahead. 
Melanie finally arrived after nearly an hour. I played the fool with her, 
I kissed her; she replied to me coolly and politely. I thought everything 
was finished. I was no less gay with Felipe. 

I went to look for a book in the library, I called her to help me, she 
came, I kissed her, she let me go ahead. We had already had a litde 
explanation in Dugazon’s salon. She had answered my question by 
saying, “Why, nothing,” etc., etc., naturally enough. 

She recited the role of Amenaide enthusiastically; this worked her 
up to metromania, which took her heart a bit away from love. At the 
end of the lesson, she said to me, “Let’s go to the Luxembourg.” I told 
her the Luxembourg wasn’t open. Finally, we agreed to go to the 
}ardin des Plantes. 

I didn’t feel this happiness as keenly, as I would have on the pre- 
ceding days of unhappiness. I was worn out by physical and mental 
fatigue. I had rushed around all morning to get away from despair; I 
was worn out. 

(I’m breaking off here, 16 Ventosc, eleven o’clock in the evening, to 
get the first real rest I’ve had since the 13th. I slept two nights in suc- 
cession with Crozet in order to avoid being alone. I’m literally capable 
of nothing more, and this entry shows it Since my disgrace on Friday, 
I haven’t stopped rushing around in order to numb myself.) 
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We t0(^ a fiacre in the Rue des Pedts-Champs; we went to the Jardin 
des Plantes, we lunched in the simple, cool thatch-roofed cottage on 
the sign of which are some verses from Virgil; afterward, we strolled 
throu^ the whole garden; we saw the animals and the greenhouse in 
detaiL In the great owl, we remarked a superb way of holding and 
turning the head; Melanie, who made this remark, observed that some 
excellent poses are to be learned from animals. We left at half-past four. 

We were happy that {lay, but not with all the verve of love I some- 
times feel. I’ve already said why, I was tired out; she was in one of her 
moments of metromania for gbry. 

When I told her I was all the happier because I’d thought for four 
days that she wanted to break ofi with me^ she didn’t understand how I 
could have imagined such a thing; she told me that the day befote 
OiSteauneuf had bored her to death, and that this was what had given 
her that look; tha^ at the theater in the evening, she saw me and bowed 
to me three times; that I didn’t appear to see her. " ‘He’s in one of his 
moments of . . .* I told myself.” (I don’t recall the word she added, I 
believe she only indicated it by her expression.) She displayed charm- 
ing grace in saying it. 

“But that bow, so distant and polite?” 

“But in front of everybody, how would you have wanted me to bow 
to you?” 

She twice repeated in front of everybody. 

All considered, this way of explaining boredom is peculiar; I must 
observe her the first time she’s bored. I have always felt more than I 
have perceived, which makes me as fresh as a child; and, as I moreover 
know tho possibilities. I’m inclined to be suspicious and susceptible — 
very serious defects. 

I asked her permission to go to see her the next day, she said, ‘‘Yes, 
but not for long, because I want to learn Hypermnestre!’ I kissed her 
without difficulty. My acquaintanceship with Ariadne raises me in her 
opinion, that’s the advanuge in going out in society. She told me that 
Richerand (the physiologist), who’s had Duchesnois, told her that she 
needed three men at a time; I’m inclined to believe this of the sensi- 
tive Duchesnois. {Sensitive isn’t used ironically, she does that the same 
as children and savages steal. She’s experienced too much to have 
learned that there’s anything wrong in it.) 

Melanie told me that Alibert told her that Pac£ was a man who de- 
ceived women, and that’s all there was to it. Mflanie thus told me, with 
much wit and delicacy, that Pacf was a mediocre man. I rather think 
so too, but he’s goodhearted and has excellent manners. He’s not the 
best! might conceive, butmy present fortune doesn’t permit me to go 
to the homes adiete I might we the best. 
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It appears that Mme. L^gDuv£ is a virago. She has had all the society 
men but one, who’s fortunate/ as Louason said^that’s nicely put, she 
said it much better than I'm writing it). She advised Duchesnois before 
George’s debut to have someone get her with child. That’s terrible. 
Legouv^ is a benign husband. 

16 VentSse [March 7]i—l didn’t go to Mflanie’s. I slept at Crozet’s. We 
went together to see Duchesnois. I was struck by the divine beauty o£ 
her eyes and voice. Melanie is far beneath her in those two respects. 
Perhaps she’s less carried away by her roles foan Duchesnois. On the 
other hand, Louason has far more wit and intelligence. When I got 
lg>me I found an insolent letter from Douenne. 1 shook oS my spell of 
dumps, counting on my star, which invariably brings me some money 
when I need it. I’m beginning to be pleased with myself on that score; 
my association with Mante and Crozet is beginning to cure me of the 
infinite harm done me by that with F^x Faure. I believe Faure has 
absolutely the character of M. de Valorbe in Delphine; he’s a man who 
is essentially unhappy. There’s nothing easier than to shake off un- 
happiness (of this kind), all you need is sufficient will power. 

Wit. — Yesterday, I thoroughly enjoyed the pleasures of society. After 
the interesting visit with Duchesnois, I dragged Crozet to Cheminade’s. 
There I learned that the Mounier family frequently sees his own. He 
told me that Edouard was very fatuous. I’m beginning to realize the 
advantage of natural and entirely unstudied wit over the rehearsed wit 
of Crozet, Edouard and even Pac^; after a couple of months, you can 
see right through theirs. Even the charming (as far as wit is concerned) 
M. de Baure is in this category in the long run; at bottom, nothing is as 
agreeable in my opinion as natural wit, the kind that’s invented con- 
stantly by an amiable character under all the circumstances of the 
conversation. The reason for this is simple: it presents a comedy of 
character in which the prota^nist is amiable. Therefore, if you want 
to be witty (inform yourself of all the studied wits, frequent them in 
order to be entitled to hold them in contempt), work on your character 
and say what you think on every occasion. 

•This kind of charming wit is invisible to the asses; it’s necessary to 
have a very sensitive soul or infinite wit yourself if you are going to 
appreciate it. Among my acquaintances. Mile. Duchesnois for the first 
reason, and M. de Baure for the second are possibly the only ones to 
whom it’s visible. 

For this wit to win the respect of asses (such as, for instance, my 
uncle and Ed. Mounier) and dull souls (such as AdMe of the gate, 
' Mme. le Brun, etc.), it has to have a label; then they respect it because 
cdhert do, and, .when they glimpse a bit of it, they call it originality. 
^Fortuiiale s fortuni— apparendy a pun referring to Portuni Mante. 
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Dcstutt-Tracy’s son and Wauthier ( a student at the Fonts et Chaus- 
s6cs) were charmed at the first sight of my candid and natural wit. 

The first made F^ix Faure indignant. I was really terrible in his 
opinion; it was like yesterday in that of Cheminade. I'll never be 
enough of an ass to appear goodhearted to him. I’ve sometimes been 
the dupe of my vanity with people of that kind; I see them in admira- 
tion and awe; without realizing it, I allow myself to be carried away, 1 
lay it on, awe them even more, with the result that they more and more 
come to the conclusion that Fm ill-natured. 

Fm a scoundrel for my uncle because, in his opinion, Fm energetic. 

Gripoli is afraid my wit will make me considered ill-natured, and 
I have occasionally appeared so to him because I tire his mind. A multi- 
tude of sallies annoys a man who’s accustomed to conceiving things 
slowly because he conceives perfectly. 

For the same reason, Fm probably ill-natured in J. Key’s opinion. 

Mante got over this when he saw my soul, the most sensitive he ever * 
encountered, and he’s had experience. Faure can never be cured; my 
strength offends his weakness, as it docs that of Key, but, in addition 
to that, my wit irritates his vanity. That’s what can never be cured. 

Judith, Angelina, Adele, Victorine and Melanie know that I have a 
sensitive soul. I must develop myself a bit in the opinion of Duchesnois 
and M. de Baure, they’ll understand me. 

As for Pace and Edouard Mounier, I must resign myself to being 
considered by them a blockhead (like La Fontaine) all my life. 

Mante lent me four louis until my money arrives. 
i8 VentSse {March 9 ]. — left her apartment at five o’clock. How easy it 
is to be witty in a circle of people! I went there at two o’clock, spent 
three hours with her, including a tete-i-tete of a quarter hour, she was 
sick. Later, Chateauneuf, Le Blanc and two other gents, one of whom, 
a Royalist and stupid, wore his character in his expression. Chateauneuf 
bored her. Tomorrow, we’ll go to the Luxembourg. Felipe came and 
sang, "De tous les pays pour vous plaire, etc.” 

A delightful day. Fd spoil the pleasure by describing it. 

/p Ventdse \March /o]. — ^I loved you before; I worship you now. I got 
home at half-past one. 

I got up at six o’clock, I went to Mante’s. We got in a fiacre at seven 
o’clock; we called for Dard and Key, and went to La Vache Noire, 
where I embraced him [Mante] and left him at a quarter past eight, 
he departed. 

At eleven, I went to Louason’s; she was getting dressed. It was rain- 
ing a litde, a spring rain. We went to lunch at the caf^ on the corner 
of the Rue de la Michodi^e and the boulevard, from there to the 
Luxembourg. We looked at aB the pictures and the rooms in the 
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Senate. We went back to her apartment at a quarter past three. I stayed 
until a quarter past four; M. Le Blanc arrived at four. 

I returned at a quarter past six; she was dining with her chamber- 
maid. Mme. Mortier arrived and left when she saw that Melanie was 
getting dressed. We got into a Hacre, like this morning. We arrived at 
the Theatre du Marais, Rue Culture-Saint-Catherine, about half-past 
seven; we found the tragedy of Othello, which we had come to see, in 
the second act. We stayed until the middle of Les Visitandines; eleven 
• o*clock was striking as we came out. 

She began talking to me of Mme. de Caux, that infernal shrew; the 
conversation in the fiacre continued at her apartment until a quarter 
pi&t one, when her porter came to tell her what time it was; I stayed a 
moment longer. 

Two o’clock is about to strike (of 20 Ventose). Today I have lived 
twenty hours. This day has been one of the most interesting of my life. 
Does a woman confide such things with the wit that she has to a man 
she doesi^’t love? We spent twelve hours together. The details to- 
morrow; I m going to bed, thanking heaven for having so sensitive a 
soul. I’ve probably done more living in this one day than Percevant or 
Pac^ in a week. 

20 Ventdse [March //].— I absolutely must change my system of love with 
Louason. I’m learning through my successes. I was genuinely amiable 
with her in the main path of the Tuilerics at a quarter past three when 
I said to her, “You ought to show your wit more, etc.” 

The thing to do is to appear amiable to Melanie and not to tell her I 
love her. As I see her frequently tcte 4 -tcte, nothing would be easier 
than to bore her by everlastingly repeating the same words, “I love you, 
I worship you,” in connection with everything. 

I must never plan in advance to tell her such-and-such a thing, under 
penalty of talking spropositi [nonsense]. I must simply say constantly 
to her what I think, and, in the moments of silence, speak about 
her. 

I’m afraid I’m too unattractive to be loved by her. I’m afraid this 
fear gives me an awkward appearance, it must be conquered. 

There’s nothing so disgusting as a man who, at the very minute he’s 
boring you, starts talking about his love. 

Therefore, I make the resolution to speak to her of my love only 
when the time is appropriate, and yet to make it apparent enough for 
her not to think that it’s extinguished, I see her daily, it’s up to me to 
try not to be boring. 

I was at Dugazon’s from noon on, she arrived at one o’clock. I was 
distant at the outset; that, I believe, is one of the results of my unfortu- 
nate habit of thinking about what I’m going to say to her. She was the 
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fint to ny a £ew word* about laa t night, and theie finally made a itrong 
impKMion to aet my loul in action instead of my mind. 

Louaaon started reciting the fourth act of Ariane, she wasn't in form, 
but she gradually got into her stride. She recited the fifth, and was 
superb in these two verses: 

"Prenet soin d^Arianel tt piole sa foi. 

Me disespire, et veut quton prenne soin ie mtd" - 

Since she recites two lines like that, she is capable of reciting them 
all by only heeding her soul. I believe therefbm that she may become 
an actress who is superb in the expression -of love and the moods of 
tnetromanfa. 

She stirred our souls so deeply that I was as silly as a goose. I was all 
athrob, as certain asses say. We left Dugazon's at three o'clock after 
having snuggled together a minute. 

The* weather was agreeabie. We went for a walk in the Tuileries. I 
believe I was agreeable to her for an hour, because I told her exactly 
what I was thinking at the moment 

I tasted pure contentment, our souls communed. She was charming 
as she talked to me. During this time, I said to her what I was think- 
ing "Even if a person were not in love with you, he would become so 
while listening to you.” 

These words aimed at reaching her soul, and I’m convinced they did 
so. The only thing that might have spoiled the effect was the memory 
of the same sort of words I said to her at a time when her soul wasn't 
stirred, 

21 VentSse {March 12] (before seeing her)r—i reflected that Fm a damned 
fool. She spoke to me about the three carricks Sunday like a woman 
who's surrendering herself, I’m a damned fool not to have some with 
me always so I could take advantage of an opportunity like this; she 
had a tnarchese. I must buy some tonight and always have them with 
me. 

At Dti^gazon’s today (20 VentSse) she looked at Wagner smilingly. 
I turned toward her by chance; at once, her look became serious. I 
dmuldn't be at all surprised if Wagner had had her. But Fm afraid my 
character is suspicious because of my sensibility. If she'd had him, that 
loutish German would have gone through with it with his fresh face 
and his ponderous good sense; but in that case, she's embarrassed on 
my account, therefore she would like to have me. 
ay Ventdse [March feel that she fills my whole soul. I haven't 
enough sensibility 1 ^ to be conscious of anything else. Everything I 
do is done medianically; my thou^tt are oonstandy centered on her. 
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she is constantly before my eyes, and, since my experience, keeps me 
from confiding in anybody, my sole relief is in writing. For everything 
else. I'm listless. 

In this state, everything becomes a matter of indifference to me. I 
could make the greatest sacrifices without being aware of them. Gen- 
erally, you don’t have a precise idea of the sacrifices caused by a great 
Jove. If 4 iere are other sacrifices like those of love, those who make 
them aren’t aware of them. 

Today, for the first time in my life, I desired a fortune. To be sure, 
Fve often desired it vaguely, but today my desire was strong enou^ 
tg make me submit willingly to several years of office work. 

If I'd had some money, I’d have possessed her today, that’s certain, 
and my day would have been charming instead of utterly dismaL 

Perhaps that’s the reason I’m not making any progress with her; I 
love her so much that when she tells me something she gives me so 
much pleasure that, besides no longer having any perception, and being 
all sensation, even if I had the strength to perceive, / probably wotddn’t 
have the strength to interrupt her in order to spea^ myself. What she 
does is too precious to me. Perhaps that’s why true lovers frequently 
don’t possess their belles. 

Here’s the history of yesterday and today. In the first place, I don’t 
know whether it’s the absence of Mante, but whenever I’m not widi 
her. I’m conscious of an intolerable void which soon turns into a sligjit 
sadness. The superb weather of yesterday and today is repugnant to me. 
Lack of money contributes to this; yet it seems to me that, even if I had 
some, the void would still be there. It’s Mante, I believe. 

Yesterday, 22 Ventdse, Tuesday, I went to Dugazon’s at half-past 
one, wearing a black cravat. I found F^pe and Wagner there. I recited 
the role of Sosie for the first time; had a very bad lesson. She didn’t 
come. Dugazon arranged not to give a lesson until Simday. 

I went to her apartment at a quarter past two, leaving Dugazon’s 
with Wagner, who is most assuredly ponderous and stupid, exactly 
what i.s meant by the word German. The maid told me she wasn’t 
there; at a quarter to three, the same reply; I went back at three, she 
opened the door, the sight of her delighted me: 

"How unhappy lam!” 

“Am I in the way ? I’ll leave.” 

"Not at all, not at all, come in; I’ve just sent for M. Le Blanc to take 
me for a walk. If I’d known you were coming, I wouldn’t have done so. 
Ih>w unhappy I ami” 

That hotv unhappy / am was as tender as could be, it increased my 
delight even more. 
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I don’t remember what I said; all I know is that I said to her what I 
was thinking, and that I loved her more than myself. She must have 
seen my love. 

That how unhappy I am, several times repeated, was said with the 
sincerest and broadest inflection. I told her, “I’m too happy now that I 
see you.” The conversation led us to explain that how unhappy, etc. 

“How do you interpret it.?” she asked me. I recalled the scene from 
Deschamps and pretended not to hear her. 

“That I’m unhappy to see you.?” she said. “Oh nol” 

Everything considered, it seems to me that that how unhappy, etc. 
was love. I paused too long over the enjoyment of what 1 was feeling, I 
didn’t venture to kiss her, maybe I was wrong. I’m so familiar with 
the game of love that I have to hold myself in like the devil in order 
not to be suspicious, and I’m never sure of anything for the reason 
that I. see all the possibilities. 

Nothing will hold me back tomorrow; the first time I see her tcte-Si- 
tctc at her apartment, I must firmly propose the carricl(s; I must insist 
on them, make that the subject of the conversation, recall it. All con- 
sidered, I’m a fool, she didn’t turn it down Sunday. I was a fool Mon- 
day, since the opportunity was lacking yesterday and today. 

27 VentSse [March / 8 ]. — I haven’t written since the 22nd through foolish- 
ness; it would have been too much work to describe what I felt, but 
the facts at least ought to have been written. 

It was on the 22nd that I discovered there are 820 paces in the 
Tuileries from the palace to the statue at the end of the main path. 
This action, which is ridiculous if the details aren’t considered, was 
only, it seems to me, so much kindness for her; she ought to have said 
to me: 

“Beyle, I’ve got something to say to M. Le Blanc, leave us while we 
make a couple of turns, and then come back and join us.” 

The 24th and 25th were perhaps the unhappiest days in my life. She 
gave orders for me to be told she wasn’t home, although she was. I 
had no more than a glimpse of her in the Tuileries the 24th. The 25th, 
Tencin came to see me a rhinute as I was coming back from her apart- ^ 
ment the first time; we walked in the Tuileries through a charming 
spring mist that reminded me absolutely of Milan. 

I ought to have written these past days. I’d have depicted the un- 
happiness of love perfectly; but I saw her yesterday and that obliterated 
everything. 

It’s very difficult ^o describe from memory what has been natural 
for you; the factitious, the shammed, is described more easily because 
the effort that’s been made to sham it has engraved it on the memory. I 
should practice recalling my natural sehtiments, that’s the study that 
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may give me the talent of Shakespeare. While shamming, you see your- 
self going forward, you have perception. This sensation is easily re- 
produced by the organ of memory; but, in order to recall, natural senti- 
ments, it’s necessary to start with perception. 

That’s where the study of Idiologie (Tracy and Biran) is useful for 
me. 

I was quite natural yesterday, Sunday, during the four hours I spent 
with her; I didn’t manage to achieve perception, so I don’t yet know 
■ how I appeared to her. In order to be entirely natural, which is genuine 
wit, it’s necessary to be accustomed to it. In order to arrive there. I’d 
have to be with Melanie constantly, then I wouldn’t be in the least 
htirry to speak, and, after a couple of days. I’d have the charm of 
naturalness. 

26 Ventdse [March ly ]. — I got up at six o’clock. Rey came in to bore me 
for an hour, I read forty pages of Tracy, then r Inconstant by G>llin, 
an inane work if ever there was one, which dried me up. I got dressed 
at noon, J was inclined to be bored because it was Sunday. I’ll go crazy 
if this keeps up. Today was terribly odious for me. 

I went to Dugazon’s, and I was superb: large black curls, lofty char- 
acter, good appearance, cravat, frill, two superb waistcoats, perfect 
frock coat, cashircR breeches, fine-knit stockings and shoes. In my 
whole life, it was one of the days when I was at my best physically. I 
had the noble and self-assured bearing of the highest society. 

The weather was superb. As I was saying, I went to Dugazon’s at 
half-past twelve. “Monsieur, there will be no lesson; he waited for you 
until one o’clock and, seeing that you didn't come, he went to Ver- 
sailles.” I was a little disappointed. I kept from being unhappy by my 
firmness in saying to myself, “Let’s hurry to Louason’s.” On the way, 
I said to myself, ‘'She didn’t come to Dugazon’s, all that would be lack- 
ing now is for me to be told, ‘She’s just left for the country.’ ” I didn’t 
think that in this case I’d be able to find Crozet at home. 

I went up to her apartment: “She’s just left for Dugazon’s.” 

“You think so? There isn’t any lesson.” 

“She’s just this minute gone out.” 

My you thin\ so said, “I don’t believe you.” I decided to go slowly 
and be on the lookout as far as Dugazon’s; 1 found her returning in 
the Rue des Fosses. 

Wc went back to her apartment. I don’t know why, but I was a bit 
cool (I think it was because 1 lacked money). I jokingly reproached 
her for having shut her door to me; she didn’t agree that she had. I 
must have appeared a bit put out. 

I returned at half-past four, overwhelmed with sadness. The weather, 
which is suffocating, puts tenderness in my soul. I’d have keen pleasure 



150 SHZ VRIVATB DIABII* OF ATBNOKAt 

- in going tq the Fraofais tonight, but I haven’t got any money; even 
the anxiety caused me by this month-end and the beginning cd Ger- 
nynal is one reason for my sadness. But the main, or rather the sole 
one is this: 

I arrived at Louason’s at half-past three. M. Le Blanc was there. She 
was seated -in front of the looking glass with her head wrapped up in 
an embroidered handkerchiei^ a thhig which removed almost all that 
was touching from her expression. She was holding Phidre in her 
hand, with an appearance of deep thought. During this time, M. Le 
Blanc passed into the antechamber. I was behind Melanie’s armchair, 
1 was terribly dred. M. Le Blaiu: came back in, took his hat after a mo- 
ment and went out. I stayed where I was. Louason went on reading 
dairon’s Mimoires, the part about Phidre and several others in suc- 
cession. 

I had. entirely the disadvantage of natural wit; I was alone with her 
and I didn’t occupy her with my love; I only kissed her twice. The time 
slipped by; I was happy. I would have been perfectly so if I’d had four 
louis in my pocket; I would have had that boldness without which 
there’s no beauty. She was in her armchair, her appearance exceed- 
in^y serious, and no gentleness in her expression,, because of that 
wretched handkerchief. There was a brief moment during which she 
turned back to Clairon. Assuming that her gestures reflected her send- 
ments in the same way that mine do, she must have been very intent 
on her art. Yet, I believe it was the moment to speak of love; but a 
skillful turn was needed, feigned wit, and I was all soul. I was trem- 
blingaJitde and I sighed (it was pardy put on; I added to nature). 

When I thumb through a book after having read parts of it, my head 
seethes, I’m entirely taken up with my art. At the moment when she 
was tnaUng the same gestures that I inake myself on these occasions, I 
told her with all possible precautions for Ariadne, and after exacting 
her word of honor not to say anything about it or where she heard it; 
that die latter was at Legouv^’s when a deputation came in to ask that 
she make her debut [at the Fran9ais]; that Ariadne said it was impos- 
able for her to be received, but that she was nevertheless of the opinbn 
diat she would be allowed to make her debut so she could get a good 
engsgement in the provinces. That renewed her interest in her debut 
•We talked about it for some time. Then I told her I would go again to 
Ariadne’s on Monday for her birthday and then wouldn’t go any more 
because I foresaw that it would soon be ne9essary to be on two sides at 
die same time. She told me to keep on going. 

I believe I oughtn’t to say anything more about Ariadne. I behaved 
lUte a gallant inan today; but if Ariadne were to cabal against Mflanie, 
Fd be obliged to be a traitor to one or die other. At the slij^itest sign 
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of a cabal on Ariadne’s pait, I won’t go to see her again, and III be on 
Mflanie’s side. 

Afterward, 1 ‘paid her some compliments in action which made her 
lai^ and pleased her. 

I was in a happy mood when I was brought down to earth by die 
return of Le Blanc. That was too much for me. I thought I saw my 
foolishness, she laughed for four minutes while reading C^ron. I le^ 
she said quite casually, "Good day, monsieur.” 

I came home, crushed by the thought of my bashfulness. I hadn’t 
the heart to write this; finally, I thought of the advantages of a witty 
chiaracter (natural). I eventually thought that, since she was entirely 
taken up with her art, my love had appeared inopportune to her, that 
perhaps, having appeared to her amorous and bashful, I was at my 
best. The thought that maybe I wasn’t as stupid as I at first believed 
acted as a slight tonic on my soul and gave me the strength to write. 

If I could go to the Fran^ais tonight I’d be happy. 

I must' go tn see her early tomorrow and propose firmly to get it over 
with. I must write out everything beforehand, because as soon as I’m 
happy I don’t write a word. 

I must say to her tomorrow, "You were so taken up with your roles 
that my poor little love didn’t dare show itself.” 

It occurred to me only while writing this that M. Le Blanc behaved 
like a gallant man today. 

By this, I saw as clearly as possible the influence of the irtu/ on the 
Acart, My heart has far more experience than my head; I have loved 
much and judged very little. 

Continuation of Sunday, 26 VentSse . — ^When I arrived at her apartment, 
she was getting dressed. I’m too chaste on these occasions. We went to 
the Tuileries. I have few memories because I didn’t see myself talking; 
I was natural and too taken up with the effect of what I said for that. 
We laughed at the faces we encountered; that’s the sort of thing in 
which I might be like fireworks, brilliant and comic— but I’m only that 
way when it comes naturally, I can’t feign it. 

We went to the Champs-Elys&s. At the moment, there was a slight 
chilliness in our conversation; that’s the shortcoming of people who 
are nattural, but it’s at this price that sublime moments are purchased. 
We took a turn in the Champs-Elys^s; on the way back, our souls 
were in communion. We looked for a name for me to take if I go to 
Marseille as her cousin. If she doesn’t make her debut here within 
four months, she’s going to Marseille. 'That’s a rare stroke of luck for 
' me. I didn’t tell her I had the intention of going there; instead, I said 
that, if she weni^ I’d follow her and give up Paris in order to be widi 
her. 
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I haven't any right to complain of my fortune in small things when 
it favors me to this extent in such an important one. 

"Yet,” I told her, "I'm sacrificing my interest to yours, and I wish 
you would stay here.” That's true; our souls were in communion, I was 
happy. 

(There indeed is the man of nature and not the man of a novel. I 
feel that / ought never^to stop loving Adile or to forget Mme. Nardon 
[Mme. Rebuffel], and yet if my Melanie is at Marseille with me, Til 
be the happiest of men.) 

The name I am to take there is Le Boullier, the name of one of her 
cousins in Versailles. It was three o'clock. We went back to her apart- 
ment, as she was expecting M. Labnne. I was happy, I was holding 
her under the arm when we came out of the passage leading from the 
Tuileries to the Rue Saint-Honore; a smile of happiness was on my lips 
when suddenly my eyes fell on Victorine. She was in a carriage, and 
she saw us perfectly. She must have seen a little emotion on my face at 
seeing her. I didn’t bow to her. I couldn't make a sign to Melanie be- 
cause Victorine saw me too clearly. 

The excellent thing about it was the fact that 1 had warned Louason 
we might run into a little society girl whom I was courting. As soon as 
the carriage had gone by, I told her that the girl was in it. 

’That was one of the most exquisite pleasures of vanity I could have. 
I said to myself, "There is a great pleasure of vanity.” My knowledge 
of the passions made me regard it as a curiosity, but I was scarcely con- 
scious of it. If Victorine has a soul like mine, this meeting must have 
driven her to despair, and, at the same time, inclined her to look on me 
favorably the first time we see each other. 

We returned to Louason's. She wrote a note to Lalanne. We went 
back to the Tuileries. I was again too chaste during the moment we 
were alone. In such moments. I'm not a lover. I’m an amiable society 
man and nothing more. I have no idea myself of what a child I am. 

There was a moment during our walk when she thought I was offer- 
ing to take her to dinner somewhere; she declined. It was doing me a 
great honor. 

I spoke to her of my bashfulness; she said I had an audacious air. 
She believes it and I do too. 

We spoke of my love, she told me that I didn’t talk like a man who 
was imbped with it. I parried the blow by touching her heart, but it’s 
none the less true that I speak of love in too light a tone. An excellent 
shortcoming, but ohe that I acquired through my fear of being too 
sentimental and consequently sad 
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She finds me a libertine. She launched out against Martial and the 
irreverent tone of the fashionable young men. 

Le Blanc didn’t see us at first in the Tuileries, where he came; then 
he came over to us. At once there was a silence, in spite of all the efforts 
I made to get the conversation started; he stuck to us like glue and 
played a sorry role, thanks to me. I made him thoroughly ridiculous 
by talking in a low tone to Melanie. Finally, at a quarter to five, we 
took her home. We went up, and I left him there. 

I forgot a little battle of sentiment, which is very essential; I’ll write 
it when I think of it.^ 

In the last analysis, I see clearly that Til have to be getting some- 
where with Louason, but I love her too much to do to voluntarily; 
what I need is her aid, or the right occasion. I’ll give the right occasion 
a chance to arise as soon as I have some money. At the moment, I have 
very little feeling. I’m in no mood to go through with it; but when I’m 
near my divine Melanie I’m too much in love to do anything. 

My journal is now up to date, except for the history of last Sunday, 
which I won’t write because at the moment I feel nothing. 

The 28th, I took it upon myself not to go to Melanie’s. I read sixty- 
six quarto pages r[ Helvetius, a hundred of [Adam] Smith and the 
tragedy of Andromaque. I’m reading Smith with great pleasure. 

The 29th, I went to Pace’s at ten o’clock; I found Ariadne’s cham- 
bermaid there, and him deeply engaged in replying to her. She went 
out, he unburdened himself to me; that interested me a great deal. 
Came an under-inspector and M. Pelet (des Verrcries); I let myself 
go, the solid character of this man pleased me and mine him. I enjoyed 
myself hugely until one o’clock. 

I arrived at a quarter past one at Dugazon’s, badly enough dressed; 
I was very gay and hardly looked at Melanie. Dugazon rehearsed me 
in the whole first scene of Sosie; he’s charmingly natural. 

I took Melanie home about half-past two; at half-past three, Felipe 
arrived. She shut the door to everyone. She asked me to go there to re- 
hearse Theseus tomorrow at one o’clock; I interested her. She was the 
first to ask for news of the little girl we encountered coming out of 
the Tuileries. That battery is a good one. 

I believe it would be easy to make her afraid of Fflipc. 

I’m going to finish Helvetius, the first volume of Tracy and then 

*‘Td have to sec you for a week to become blase.” The second time passing 
through the passage from the Tuileries to the Rue Saint-Honor^. [Note by 
Beyle.] 
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LadHer before leaving. I muit work on there all the time I’m i^ne, 
and spend the rest o£ the time with Louaaon. 

I have, I believe, at last found die road to follow. This has been a 
happy day. 

jO Ventdse [March ar]^At eight o’clock I went to breakfost with 
Cheminadei important and very agreeable conversation because I had 
the presence of mind to lead it up to a subject which was of equal 
interest to both of us: trade in Pondich£ry. 

Here is what this trade is: you arrive at PondichAy, in peacetime 
‘you make 50 per cent a year. An agent contracts cloth for you twice 
yearly. You pay two thirds of the price before delivery, and the 
merdiants who came to Pondich6y twice a year give you 25 per cent 
profit on' the authentic bill of the contract price. 

If you want to go into the interior yourself to make your contracts, 
you’U inake 80 per cent These profits (the first) will only be 30 or 
4p per cent as long as the French have only two leagues around ' 
Pondich^. 

A young man twenty years old arrives at Pondich^ with 24,000 
livres, the second year he has the third 54,000, the fourth 8i/xx>, 
the fifth 121,500, the sixth 180,000, the seventh 270,000, etc. 

Consequendy, in eight years, a fortune is assured. For that reason, 
young men should be made accustomed to the sea early in life. 

In Pondich^ry, with 120 louis a year, you can have horses, carriages 
and eight servants, a life similar to that procured in Paris with an in> , 
come of 20/)00 livres. The servants do only one thing, are olive-colored 
and co&t seven livres ten sous a month. 

A thing to be foilowed up if ever I am ruined, or, being poor, have 
many children. 

The climate isn’t unhealthy. 

I see that a good mind is the best capital for the bank, as for every- 
thing else. 

Chenunade gave me a thousand details that were very interesting 
and sincere. 

Wouldn’t it be better to Idad this kind of a life for eight years than 
to languish in an office for a whole lifetime ? 

JO Ventdse [Msach a/].— I was a tender and submissive lover the day be- 
fore yesterday, I had a glimpse of the good effect that can be produced 
by fotuity: today I was fatuous the way I should be, I mingled very 
tender things with my fatuity, but things that were said with a Uttle less 
breadth than they should lie in pure sentiment, and never did I appear 
so amiable to M£lanie. 

I find that I weakta mf sentiments and give them a solemn, austere 
appearance in writing them out. The feasofi is, fir^ that, in a word, Pm 
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not able to write them the same way that I experience diem; die sec- 
ond, which comes from my trade as a poet, is that I explain diem as I 
describe them. 

I had a charming frtuity which didn’t ofiend her, which showed her 
I wasn’t a man for her to disdain, and at the same time offered her die 
hope of correcting me. 

•lliis frtuity throws sdll another excellent ligfrt on my behavuu' of 
the past fortnight. The sentiment was pure and ample during that 
time, today I appeared charming and witty to her, and she believes I’m 
a litde less smitten with her; therefore, she should conclude from this 
t^t I loved her very much on the othri days. 

Fm delighted with her. Fm very pleased with myselfr Fm very 
happy. 

Six years from now, I won’t uke a month and a half to reach this 
point with a woman who pleases me; FU probably possess her at the 
end of a month. Will I be as happy at the end of six weeks? Happiness 
is everything “The heart is everydiing,” says the tender Ariadne. WiU 
I have the heart that I have now? 

This has been a very happy day, and who would have predicted diat 
it would be so? On the contrary, it ought to have been very unhappy. 
Two years ago, it would have been nearly desperate. 

I arrived at M^nie’s at one o’clock. I thought it was later. I was weU 
dressed, and the breakfast with Qieminade had left me with a char- 
acter full of gaiety and tenderness. I could not have been in a better 
mood. I- found Melanie with a litde boy (a reladve of her maid). I was 
very amiable, frivolous but rather distant She told me she was going 
to Ae Rue des Blancs-Manteaux. 

I started off by telling her, witn all the grace possible, that 1 had 
spent the morning in a room I had there: 

Tou’reaUbertiner 

Tou do me a great honorl” 

This beginning produced an excellent tnass (design) of convena- 
tion, all the detaib of which were of the amiable frituity I explained 
above. 

I told her I was there vrith another MSanie, a woman who was get- 
ting a divorce, who was from Normandy; that what made me laugfr the 
most was that I knew we were together for the last time, and that she 
talked of our future happiness there together. 

That’s the framework. This fatuity interested her immensely. She 
asked me if Fd seen the little girl; I told her that everything was going 
fine, that she was still weeping; thereupon, she became scrfdieaited a 
moment. 

I told her (during the second visit) that yesterday I hadn't said two 
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words the whole evening,' that I played bouillotte opposite Eudome, to 
whom I spoke with my eyes. 

Eudoxif is the name 1 give tp the young lady we encountered Sunday 
as we were coming out of the Tuileries. 

She was getting dressed to go to the Rue des Blancs-Manteaux at two 
o’clock. I told her I’d employ this time to go to the home of the old 
ladies where I’d find Eudoxie. 

We left her place at a quarter past two; I went to see Barral. As his 
gloomy mood would have bored me and spoiled my manner, I made 
him very gay by telling him of how to get rich in India and promising 
to make him refuse to go there if I ever decided to go myself. I had 
some coquetry at the end of this conversation. In order to be very gay 
again tomorrow, I must go to Pace’s for breakfast; we can go together 
from there to Dugazon’s. 

I returned with a triumphant expression to my Princes/ s at three 
o’clock sharp. I had what makes up the beauty of expression: I was. 
gay, 1 was happy, I saw myself as enjoying one success after the other 
for the past two hours, I was perfecdy dressed. 

I went in, her first look (the result of her resolutions) was casual and 
indifferent: but her indifference was exaggerated, and only the first 
look was like that. 

It was during the second visit, which lasted from three to a quarter 
past four, that I appeared really amiable to her. 

She asked me if I had seen that young lady; I told her, “At the end 
of my visit, but things are going badly with her, she spoke to me with a 
wholly casual air, etc., etc.” 

“You’re going to fall in love with her.” 

Hiat’s the general tone of her conversation: tender, her eyes moist 
with tears. We were seated, I was holding her hands, she sighed fre- 
quently; there was a moment when her eyes were moister, her hands 
were very warm, they had the sweat that is given by the anxiety of love 
(in a certain degree). I squeezed her hands slightly at this moment, 
she also squeezed them slightly. She loved me at this moment. Her face 
showed the tenderest emot'on. 

That was possibly the strongest impulse of tender and deep emotion 
that I have ever caused. 

She didn’t dare look at me. I’d have read her soul in her eyes. 

This state lasted more or less throughout the three quarters of an 
hour of my visit We talked slowly; we savored our happiness, the 
kisses she let me take registered. She was far from having the will 
power she had yesterday, when she told me, as I asked for a kiss in 
leaving: 


“Not the tiniest.” 
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I confess that it was delightful for me. We said a thousand things 
during this time. She frequently brought up the subject of the other 
Melanie and Eudoxie. 

I told her I was tempted to tell the other Melanie that the chocolate 
we were drinking gave me more pleasure than her, saying that in an 
obscure and consequently a subtle manner. 

She tol^ me that what I was saying was vulgar, that I said things like*' 
that to women, that I said one of them to her the other day that was 
terrible. 

She recounted the strange anecdote about Mile. Sainval putting her 
Ipj^er out of the house in a nightshirt at their first meeting, closing the 
door, then reopening it and letting him^n, her finger on her lips: “Be 
careful of my father, my friend, we mustn’t wake him up ” She 
amused me a lot, she had just complained of a cold. 

“Is that the way you caught cold?” I asked her, laughing. This joke 
was led up to perfectly by the conversation. It may have been insolent, 
but it wasn*»^ asinine. 

She reproached me for my jokes today, etc., etc., saying that one of. 
them had appeared indecent to a gentleman who was there. It seems to 
me that only Chateauneuf and Le Blanc were there, therefore Le Blanc 
was the man who ' /as shocked. I begged her pardon for it, kissing her 
hands; I believe hiy kisses registered, and 1 excused myself, saying I 
didn’t consider my joke insolent, that the very excess of its absurdity 
made it amusing. 

The bell rang: “It’s he, devil take him I” I kissed her three or four 
times in succession. My kisses registered. 

M. Le Blanc came in, she had the tact to start a charming general 
conversation. No one could have more wit. She said everything about 
God and the soul that Mante and I think, and, in this discussion of deep 
philosophy, she had the complete advantage over M. Le Blanc, who de- 
fended God — ^and she’s never read Helv^tius, Tracy or Bayle. 

That’s the best possible proof of a rare natural good sense. She came 
on everything she said all by herself. Find me another woman who 
could do as much. If there had been six people present. I’d have been 
sparkling with lightness ;.ad eloquence. I restrained myself while jok- 
ing. I was wrong; I ought to have been myself, natural. 

Finally I left: “Good-by, I’ll see you tomorroti/f’ in the tet<derest 
voice. She held out her hand, I didn’t kiss it. Le Blanc didn’t see us, it 
would have been amusing to make him hear the sound. 

Th^it’s the lifeless skeleton of a charming hour, the outline of the 
Borromean Isles and the shores of Lake Maggiore, exactly that. 

Melanie is truly destined to be a Ninon — with this difference, that 
she’ll have three or four lovers in her life. This is all the truer since she 

G 
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hasn’t a character which is attaecato, feigned; she hasn’t read the char- 
acter of Ninon, she doesn’t seek to have it on principle as the happiest 
or most amiable; she has it quite naturally. 

Well sir, that’s a merit that will be forever invisible to Pac^. 

M. Le Blanc told us that the Comte de Lauraguais, speaking to the 
Queen, was not a litde licentious, and that the Queen was frequently 
the same (they were a frivobus couple). 

The Queen: “I can’t imagine how a woman can sell herself 1” 

"But, madame, she was given a million.” 

"Bah, what difference does that make?” 

“Ten, a hundred.” 

“Ah, you don’t say so!” 

“There’s the woman that’s ready, the only thing lacking is a buyer.” 
(A word less vulgar than “buyer.”) 

Motet-Daleville, general stagecoach proprietor, twenty years ago 
gave a million to Dutor, I believe, the mistress of the Prince de Cond^ 
and carried her off. There’s a good fact. 

Farewell notebook. I’m tired of writing. 

She asked me for a history of Charles V. We had spoken of the one 
by Robertson, she’s burning to read it. She’s burning, show me a Coun- 
cilor of State’s daughter, a society girl of Paris, who has such a desire. 

Being no longer able to see, I’m humming to myself and making 
music with my fingers on the table, I feel it to the depths of my hearty it 
makbs^e quiver, I fml my eyes filling with tears, to true it is that a 
sensitive soul makes one a musician. I must take the score of ll Matrix 
monio Segreto to my divine Pauline [his sister]. It will make her as 
happy as an angel. I’m writing this without being able to make out a 
single letter. 

There is one of those pleasures that are thirty million leagues over 
the heads of all the unfeeling people. There’s the poet. 

If I had this feeling to interpret in a tragedy, obviously two days after 
having written it and coobd off a bit myself it wouldn’t be as pleasing 
to me. Nevertheless, I’d have left it in. 

There are details which can’t be put in the French tragedy as it now 
is, but it will change— have no doubts about that. 

AB. 
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Third Voyage to Paris 
Germinal, XIII 

Qui veini le vicende d'amore [Here yo.u will see the vicissitudes of love]. 

/ Germinal [March 22].— I’m going to bed so as to be sure the day is really 
egded. And yet, all considered, it’s been' a happy one for me— but what 
l&d of happiness is it to be near a wonjaH you love and don’t possess? 

Thriftiness spoiled my day. Yesterday I didn’t sleep at home. I re- 
turned there at eleven o’clock. At half-past twelve, I went to Du- 
gazon’s. He was expecting a Russian; at a quarter past one, he sent me 
to get Louason and to tell her to put on some rouge. I found her in the 
Place des Victoires, running, c harmin g. We went back to her apart- 
ment, she arranged herself, laughing. We left Dugazon’s at half-past 
two without him giving a lesson. 

We went for a walk and returned at a quarter past five. I received 
200 francs this m''i*ning, out of which only 27 were left for me; that 
made me as miserly as those who furnish the money. She told me she 
was going to Nicomide, I saw her there all the time from the second 
gallery. I went down to the pit at the fifth act. The curtain was scarcely 
lowered when I saw her go out, running with her usual gracefulness. 
I went to her house three times and went up twice; she wasn’t there. 

I hung around a minute in front of her door. I thought I saw M. Le 
Blanc go in; in that case, it’s clear, she hurried away from the theater, 
where it was agreed I’d come to get her, in order to receive him at her 
apartment. Perhaps she had business with him. Perhaps she’s deceiving 
me. Nothing would be easier for her. 

But it was a saving of four livres eight sous that made me lose her 
tonight. If I’d gone to the orchestra. I’d have been beside her all the 
time. I’d have had a brilliant evening. I needed that today, I didn’t dis- 
play any wit when I was with her— not a particle of yesterday’s verve. 
I don’t know why, but the first minutes I’m with her are always chilly. 

The best thing of the day was that, sitting in the Champs-Elys^es, 
^e confided to me that she was reciting verses before Fontanes; she 
told me to come along, that we would recite them together, that she 
liked better to recite them with me than with M. Le Blanc, and there- 
upon she fell on M. Le Blanc with might and main. 

Later, when we returned to her apartment at five o’clock, she looked 
at me and sighed. 
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If, for a silly reason of health, I hadn't gone without wine at lunch; 
if, for a silly economy, I hadn't gone to the pit, I’d have had a charming 
day. I especially regret my evening. Having seen her this morning, I 
was cure of being charming tonight. I must go to see her at noon to- 
morrow. 

My body and soul are terribly tired. Today has been full of events, 
various passions and running around town. 

It's agreed that tomorrow I’ll say to her at the fifth act, “Unlucky at 
cards, Eudoxie didn’t come.’’ I should joke about the fact that I seemed 
jealous in the Rue Neuve-des-Petits-Champs. Then watch her way of 
laughing. I’ll see whether M. Le Blanc joined her, and, if it was he, 
whether he recognized me. 

I'm really a child; if she’s playing with me, she has no merit. Still, if 
she’s playing with me, what does she want of me? She can take charge 
of my education. She told me this morning that I ought to put more 
subtlety into my manner of scoffing. There’s a real friend for you. 

Mightn’t she be just a whore like so many others? This morning, 
she pointed out a pretty bonnet to me. 

But I get desperate when I think that she’s deceiving me. I must go 
to Pace’s tomorrow in order to laugh, and Icayc thqrc at noon. 

Tomorrow, I must be sure to follow up the indication of fatuity given 
above. She didn’t see me at the Fran^ais, while I saw her all the time. 
The sight of that straw hat gave me pleasure. I must be sure to follow 
up that fatuity tomorrow. 

I’ve lived more fully today than in two months during my trip to 
Greriohde in the Year XI. 

2 Germinal [March 2j]. — ^The finest day possible. 

After passing the morning in court intrigues and in Martial’s cab- 
riolet, I went at noon to Melanie’s. We fooled around until half-past 
one. She really has designs on me. But I feel forever incapable of 
possessing that woman by an assault. 

There are a thousand charming details that I haven’t the time to 
speak of. An hour and a half of happiness, a talent that was neither too 
great nor too small, an excellent mediocrity. 

I returned at half-past two. I found Le Blanc and Chsiteauneuf there. 
The latter bored her to death until five o’clock. During the conversa- 
tion, I said something to her that was downright insolence. My talent 
was the cause of that. 

I advised her to study the roles that are the farthest from her char- 
acter, Cleopatra for instance. I said to M. de Chiteauneuf: 

^'Mademoiselle won't hite you.” 

The meaning given in high society ter won't bite carried it off* The 
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habit of giving each word its exact inflection was put in play; my in- 
flection said broadly and naturally: 

“It*s well known that everybody possesses Mademoiselle.'* 

That was as stinging as possible. I believe tears came to her eyes. 

Messrs. Le Blanc and Chateauneuf/ who see me there constantly, 
must have believed that I had had her and was fed up with her. 

That was a piece of foolishness; I repaired it by my sudden sadness, 
if reparable it was. 

I must make endless apologies the first time I see her; I must start 
with that. 

^^he told me a yarn about last night. The fact was that she spent the 
evening either with M. Le Blanc or the. devil knows where. 

Chateauneuf is a bore, there are no two ways about it. 

I must play around with her again the first time I see her at her apart- 
ment. 

4 Germinal [March 25].— I need to reflect a little about my behavior. I'm 
doing it ^ith pen in hand; that diminishes the influence of passions on 
the opinions that arc formed about me. 

Yesterday, I was at Dugazon's at noon. At half-past one, Louason 
arrived with Mme. Mortier, well enough dressed. Louason said that she 
was ill, that she * I'Ouid recite nothing, and she was charming. There 
was love in her eyes; my dumb play was good, and it increased her love. 

Mme. Mortier recited the first lines from Zaire; my dumb play 
rendered all Zaire’s sentiments so well that Louason remarked it and 
called Dugazon's attention to it in a whisper. I overheard it, things only 
went along the better. After the line, Dugazon expatiated on it and 
forced me to recite the line. That shouldn't do me any harm with 
Melanie. 

She recited Phidre. A Portuguese named Castro arrived; Dugazon 
acted the mountebank a bit, and Mortier the wench a lot. We left at a 
quarter past three, Louason indignant (according to what she said) at 
the behavior of Mortier. She told me some other anecdotes of the same 
kind. Her jealousy was aroused a bit, I believe, by Mortier. 

She was cold, we returned to her apartment. I suggested that we go 
and eat some cutlets at the cafe in the Chinese Baths, she eagerly ac- 
cepted, and it seemed to me that her soul was entirely unveiled at this 
unexpected happiness. 

She was exceedingly gay, and no longer seemed to have any reserve 
with me, this was on the way to the caf^ and back home. My soul is too 
delicate, she no longer dared speak, seeing that she was being invited 
to lunch. 

If I had had the talent that I'm seeking to acquire, I'd have engaged 
her in conversation at this moment and I'd have been brilliant and 



l6a THE PmVATB Dt^^JtXBS OP 8TBNDHAL 

charming £or her. Instead of that» I was amiable in the manner of 
Montesquieu. 


Journal of My Third Voyage to Paris 

From 6 Germinal, Year XIII, to Sunday, the 17th of 
the same, breakfast at Martial’s 


6 Germinal [March 27]. — went to Dugazon’s as usual; at the start I was 

rather cool, as is my laudable custom; Louason arrived and didn’t even 
deign to look at me. She had some charming glances for that booby of a 
Wagner. That brought me out of my coolness and made me amiable, 
but not for her. I began paying compliments to little Mortier and titil- 
lating her breasts, the whole quite decently. I didn’t think I was being 
very amiable; far from that, it seemed to me that the session was, like 
the weather, freezing cold. I took Louason home with Mortier. Felipe 
arrived, I was genuinely brilliant; but it wasn’t real, wit, it was merely 
a young man’s ardor. Mortier said she’d go to the Bourgoin ball in the 
evening with Wagner. 

I looked at Melanie at the same time: she was so pale she was green. 
Is she in love with Wagner and is she jealous? 

I was enterprising with Felipe, who didn’t object. 

These ladies left: “How you’ve taken on the manner of those womenl 
How you talk! If you’re deceiving me, if you’re making fun of me!” 

She twice repeated the words “making fun of me,” and said these 
and other words of the same kind with the most natural and broadest 
intonations. That’s the finest success of vanity I’ve had with her; it’s 
superb, it gave me pleasure only because it advanced my love, and to- 
day (8 Germinal, Year XIII), it’s ancient history for me. 

After pausing a long time between: “Perhaps you’re deceiving 
me ... , you,” etc., etc., looking at me fixedly, she concluded in the 
negative. At the time, I didn’t understand what she was telling me, I 
behayed very well with her after these words. 

It*s plain that in her opinion I was very amiable with Mme. Mortier 
and Fflipe. If I’ve ever been an ass when I was with her, that will show 
her it was because I was in love. 

It was a superb succe^ of vanity with the woman with whom I like 
best to have one. 

'She was the first to speak of Eudoxie (Eudoxie has a mother). 

7 Germinal [March 28].«-I called at two oUock; she sent me away so die 
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could work, was annoyed to see me there. She told me to come bade at 
four o’dock; I went, brisk, q)ruc^ amiable. I was refused admittance 
because she was dressing. 

In the evening, I went with Crozet to the dressing room of Ariadne, 
who's just taken the role of Camille for the first time. Her face was 
more ardent than I've ever seen it, her eye superhuman. She thought 
her acting had been bad, she told us that she'd spoken the imprecation 
badly, that she didn't feel it at all because of Lafond. 

And we, base flatterers that we were, pumped her full of praise; we 
.perhaps prevented her from becoming sublime. Lemazurier was so 
a^ect he was disgusting; Pac^ praised her through conviedon and 
litde knowledge of the art; Crozet and I praised, but I more than 
Crozet; I'm ashamed of myself. 

My eye held that of Duchesnois; our eyes are friendly much more 
than the rest of us. 

Leaving her, we went for a walk in die Palais-Royal. Crozet was 
superb, 1 n'‘ver saw so much genius in him; he felt a noble and vehe- 
ment indignation at Ariadne’s flatterers. He was exactly like d'Eglan- 
tine's Alceste, perfectly so; there wasn't a trace of that slight apathy he 
usually has; he was sublime in the manner of Alceste; that's how I 
must picture this character, the finest that exists on the comic stage. 

In my opinion, it was Crozet's finest day. 

8 Germinal [March 29]. — ^I've been in a witty and gay mood today which 
makes my whole behavior of the past few days appear stupid. That too 
is philosophic genius. I had a fiendish desire to show everybody what 
man is when flayed. I was like a painter who, wishing to distinguish 
himself in the manner of Albani, might have started judiciously by the 
study of anatomy, and for whom, as a useful object, it might have be- 
come so agreeable that, instead of painting a pretty breast with the 
desire of delighdng men, he would paint, bare and bleeding, all the 
muscles forming the breast of a pretty woman — all the more horrible 
because something more agreeable was expected. They furnish a new 
disgust by the accuracy of the objects which they represent; you would 
merely have contempt for them if they were fiilse, but, being true, they 
haunt the imagination. 

Women are undoubtedly guided by interest, luckless wretchl But 
let me forget that while I kiss my Melanie, leave me a moment of il- 
lusbn; wiU the knowledge of the truth ever be worth as much as that? 

After this fine start in rigmarole, immediately turning into the emo- 
tional, I must repair Melanie's honor, which seems to be compromised; 
she's still charmings in my opinion; her character hasn't belied itself. 
The only thing is that unhappiness g^ves the character a veneer of 
grandeur. 
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My genius for the loftily emotional, based on the lofty philosophy of 
Pascal and Rousseau’s H^loise and the passionate and sublime passages 
of Racine, Corneille and Shakespeare, has possessed me utterly up till 
now. It has never been poured out in naive and gay speech, in follies 
that are agreeable through their lack of consistency. 

Therefpre, let’s get away from the seriousness that is necessarily 
given by thought continually concentrated on all that’s lofty. This is 
the currency with which immoftality is purchased, but it doesn’t pur- 
chase friendly smiles and tender hand squeezes. 

I’m indebted to Melanie for all that; she’s serious, tender, frequently 
melancholy, interested in the same subjects as 1. 1 can’t yet explain my 
leading thoughts to her: the loftier they are, the more I see that I can 
make thyself understood only by what I write. 

Therefore, I should apply this wit to the production of agreeable 
things. All that has saved me up till now is my youthful ardor. 

I have fire in my veins, I need to adopt a cooling diet. I must skip 
a few lessons at Dugazon’s, that will result in my having better ones. 

I arrived at Dugazon’s at half-past twelve, Melanie and Wagner were 
there. I have violent suspicions of Wagner, it’s quite possible that he’s 
had Melanie; I’m too much of a child to dare decide; she smiles at him, 
that’s the fact, I see it; but what does it mean? 

Mme. Morticr arrived late, then M. Castro, Portuguese; Dugazon is 
a consummate mountebank. I took a place beside Castro and I mysti- 
fied Mme. Mortier with my eyes; I made Melanie laugh outright, and, 
without saying a single word, kept Mme. Mortier busy. 

The latter made ridiculous advances to M. Castro. 

Melanie doesn’t agree that the last four feet of this verse should be 
recited joyfully: 

Ou me cacher ? Fuyons dans la nuit infemale, 

Mais que dis-je? etc. . . . 

She’s wrong, she doesn’t reason as well as I do on the passions. I 
ought to write her three or four pages about that one of these days. 

Mme. Mortier’s absurdity reanimated Louason, she was grateful to 
me for making fun of her; we left together. Passing by a milliner’s shop 
at the corner of the Place des Victoires, she went into a store to try on 
a bonnet; they asked twenty-four francs for it, she offered eighteen. 

Does she expect me to buy it for her? 

We stayed together until a quarter past four in the closest intimacy, 
as though I’d just had her and we were both languid. 

I went to Britannicus. I came home at half-past eleven. I must say to 
Louason tomorrow, ‘1 didn’t recognize Le Blanc from behind.” 

At her apartment this afternoon, my hands were in hers and she 
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squeezed them as she spoke. She recounted with much vivacity several 
things that happened to her; she treated me like a successful lover. I 
made her laugh by repeating for her benefit my pantomime with Mme. 
Mortier, she told me laughingly that Dugazon said she had a tragic 
, that she required one as long as that. 

These scurrilous things — in skeleton form here — ^were entirely com- 
ical between us. As for myself, I said Dugazon told me she had the 
clap; I hope that one was even stronger. 

It seems to me that dear Dugazon is somewhat of a rufSan by trade; 
she said, 'In the beginning when I went to Dugazon’s, he made me 
some shameful propositions, he told me, 'You see that man at the 
I?an$ai$ who*s looking at you; weU, do you realize that he*s in love 
with you? He*s Bacciochi; if you like. Til take you to his country 
house, he’ll give you twenty-five louis a month.’ ” 

She didn’t know where to look, according to what she told me, and 
turned down the offer. Another time, Dugazon said to her, “Don’t go 
and give' yourself away for a bonnet; you ought to know how to make 
your way ’octter than that, etc.” 

I was struck by the word bonnet, she treated me excellently today, 
and did $0 because she wanted to. If, in a few days, she neglects me or 
treats me badly, i*“ will be clear that she’s not following Dugazon’s ad- 
vice; she’d have given herself to me for a bonnet. 

I believe she wanted to show me that she had some money today; 
she had her menu for dinner read before me. 

She told me that Wagner’s downfall was nothing more than a pre- 
text. I told her that I had guessed as much and had given her credit for 
it; she denied being involved, saying, “When could I have seen him? 
You left here at half-past four.” 

If she’s having him, what’s the good of being circumspect with me? 

To finish w ith Dugazon, I a^ked him this morning for a ticket to the 
pit; he owed me forty-four sous, naturally he didn’t recall it; in our 
opinion, that shows him up as a pimp and a man who’s unscrupulous 
in money matters. 

I asked Louason if I could take her home tonight, she accepted with 
joy; afterward, as it was necessary to go to get her, it was only condi- 
tional. I must say to her tomorrow that I saw the tragedy from a loge, 
and that I entered the little room in the orchestra by tipping the at- 
tendants. 

The fact is that my evening at the theater cost me three livres eight 
sous. After having swum and flown like Satan trying to reach heaven, I 
finally found myself behind her in the orchestra; I spoke to her, she 
asked flusteredly how I was, and went out with Le Blanc, avoiding 
looking at me. 
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Maybe she looks up to that rogue because he’s written some tragedies 
and knows the theater; one of these days, I must compose a seven- or 
eight-page letter for her on my knowledge of the prions, in which I 
can show the head and the heart, the passions and the states of passbn. 
This clearly worded letter, in which I’ll speak directly to her, will place 
me on a level well above the others. 

j 6 Germinal [April -“You’re my god, you’re the directress of my fate; 
be my guide and I’lliollow you to the end of the world.” 

She has seen into my soul; only an hour after coming away firom her 
apartment did I understand what she said to me and it fills me with 
delightful enthusiasm. What would the effect have been in her pres- 
ence! 

I shduld say to her tomorrow: 

"Mon ginie itonne tremble devant le sten." 

She refused weakly to give me a lock of her hair; I’ll insist tomorrow, 
and I’ll have it. 

The course of our conversation led to what follows: I’m skipping 
the details, they take away from the marked appearance that things 
have here. In general, this warmng holds good for the whole journal. 

We were talking about me, saying that I would be witty at the age 
of twenty-eight. 

“In that case, you’d lose your greatest merit, the real passion that 
can be seen in you.” 

Those aren’t the terms she used. What she meant was: 

“Yosi haven’t got the brilliant kind of wit that is amusing; you have 
passion, you’ll lose the second without perhaps acquiring the first.” 
Her meaning was perhaps not as severe as that. 

She started telhng me what I was. Fool that I was, my bad habit was 
my undoingl I’d ^ve been sublime at her knees, like Rousseau at 
li^e. d’Houdetot’s, if I’d taken the time to reflect. Instead, I replied 
with four or five grimaces in the manner of Fleury. 

This face-making gav** me a very expressive dumb play, and de- 
stroyed everything else. 

General rule: I should always take the time to reflect when I’m 
spoken m, instead of playing the part of a braggart and comedy 
marquis. 

She said while I had my hands in hers, “You’re witty. . . . You’re 
capable of doing anything. You have great ardor and a lofty souL” 

“rU attaun g^ory.” 

■ “It isn’t enough to want a thing, you must have the proper circum- 

SttUlCCta** 
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She saw into my soul; the conversation flagged because of my 
Fleuryism. 

I must give her a guaranty la my handwriting against a lock of her 
hair. 

Since.she has seen into my soul, I should by all means fortify the 
idea she may have of my nascent talents; I should avoid the slightest 
falsehood, which forever destroys grace. I write better than I talk; I 
must take her my verse, our article on Phaedra, etc., etc. 

I must adopt her as my guide — areally, I couldn’t do better. Ill take 
my verse to her tomorrow. 

rm not going to write my charming memories any longer, I’ve 
noticed that doing this spoils them. 

I must learn to hold myself in while writing, and trim down my 
style; otherwise, the accessories make me forget the principal thing. 

Palm Sunday, :y Germinal [April 7]. — Lunched at Martial’s with Du- 
gazon, Wagner, Fougeard, Prevost and Dufresne, a war commissioner 
with a face of wax and a well-powdered wig and a wit in keeping, 
Digeon the major, and Maisonneuve. M. Combe was present and 
Pierre [Daru] cp le in for a minute. 

Maisonneuve spoke of d’Eglantine’s UOrange de Malte, of which 
the two plays yesterday were imitations. D’Eglantine’s play was of the 
most elevated sort. I felt, as I listened to him outline it, that the comedy 
was among my first loves. Maisonneuve told us that he had talked with 
d’Eglantine six or seven times about the play, once from ten in the 
morning until eleven at night while thumbing through Moliire and 
placing the scenes. I experienced indescribable pleasure in hearing this. 
If it weren’t for my damned laziness, I’d render him the service of 
translating [Alfieri’s] Agamemnon, I’d take it to him and we’d become 
friends, I’d have as many of these anecdotes about genius as I liked. It 
seems to me that d’Eglantine was the greatest genius the eighteenth 
century produced in literature. 

Maisonneuve believes that the play was never written, Dugazon that 
the first three acts exist. Maisonneuve is rereading his Le Mifiant at 
the Comedie tomorrow; by becoming attached to him, I could follow 
through all the things that happen to a man who’s trying to gel a play 
produced. I could take lessons &om him. 

Per le mio aura una eccellente via nel Dugazon [For my plays. I’ll 
have an excellent interpreter in Dugazon]. It seems to me he’d be de- 

'More than a quarter of a century later Stendhal gave the provisional tide of 
UOrange de MaUe to the unfinished novel that was published posthumously as 
Laden Lemaen. 
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lighted to create a new role. That*8 excellent for my Letellier. He re- 
gards the creation of a new role as the touchstone of an actor. 

Dugazon is too much of the clown, remaining apart from the rest of 
society; besides, today he was in a company where there was no verve 
or gaiety; I believe he’d produce a far greater effect if he isolated his 
stories by six minutes passed on an equal footing with us. Dugazon 
doesn’t have the good breeding of society, he hasn’t any poise. 

Dugazon is dauntless when he’s telling stories; his listeners don’t 
laugh; he keeps on; the laughter gathers force, it bursts out on all sides. 
I ought to acquire this self-assurance gradually. 

Generally speaking, the guests had no verve. I pictured myself* in 
1815, having composed four five-act plays and enjoying an income of 
20,000 livres, having Dugazon, the Talmas and the Lemefciers to lunch 
from time to time in the country with our mistresses. How charming 
this sprt of wit is as an adornment of true happiness I But here it was 
placed on the empty and anxious look of a courtier. 


Journal of My Third Voyage to Paris 

Written in an Old Notebook on La Pharsale, 
Epic Poem Begun about the Month of Brumaire, Year X, 
OF 18 Germinal, XIII, till . . . 


Last notebook. Year XIII. Third Voyage, the story of my third travel 

AT PARIS, YEAR XIII. LOVE INTRODUCING ME IN THE SOCIETY. FROM THE 18 

Germinal, till the departure, the . . . Floreal with Melanie. 

20 Germinal [April lo]. — ^Melanie’s character must have become reason* 
able and solicitous of the future, since she has a daughter whom she 
loves and who would be without resources if she lost her. Perhaps this 
is one of the reasons for her melancholy; this reason ought to make her 
sensitive to kindness. 

By the word “become” I don’t mean any reflection on this heavenly 
girl who perhaps has a lofty soul. She’ll change my character and make 
me more sociable. I’ll learn to furnish my quota of agreeableness in 
society, and through that to be agreeable there for myself and for 
others. 

I’m beginning to see that you must bother very little about the future 
if you want to be happy or merely reasonable. Yet I’ve been foolish 
enough to worry about it so often when it looked dark that I should be 
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permitted to derive some joy from its contemplation when it seems to 
promise me happiness. It appears that I’ll always have Melanie for a 
friend, if not for a mistress, and I really love her with all my heart. If 
she can’t make her debut upon the return of M. de Remusat, it’s prob- 
able that she’ll come — ^while waiting for the favorable moment when 
they’ll open their eyes to the state of the Theatre Franfais— to Mar- 
seille, where she appears to have friends. Adcle will be there with her 
mother about the same time. There’s a rare stroke of luck! I’ll be there 
too, working in the bank with Mantc. 

I’m obliged to go to Grenoble for a few months, and even this obliga- 
tjg)n is a pleasure, since I’ll see my dear Pauline there again. I think 
there aren’t many brothers like me, who have the good fortune to be 
amico riamato of a girl with genius and the loftiest kind of a soul. 

If I 'm finally able to take life reasonably, I’ll be capable of deriving 
pleasure from the company of even the most hopeless asses who people 
the dear home town. I’m obliged to go there, and as it happens Barral 
will be the**e too. He’s an agreeable companion as far as the heart is 
concerned, although his wronghcadedness is depressing. Far better 
than that, perhaps Crozet will come. He’s a friend of infinite wit, per- 
haps the wittiest of all my friends, and certainly the one who can help 
me to get the mo*^. gaiety out of the ninnies of Grenoble. 

What more cai* I ask in my present situation? Misfortune, or what 
I've called misfortune up to now, can befall me only through money. 
Well and good, I have a miserly father, but am I alone in this? When 
my silly vanity has completely disappeared and has permitted me to 
own up to this shortcoming. I’ll only have the more charm. It’s a good 
bet that in the next two months I’ll receive 1,000 francs. I’ll pay off my 
debts and live gaily. I’ll leave i Messidor if I can, after finishing 
Letcllier. 

I’ve done nothing in this direction, is it to be regretted? I’m begin- 
ning to amend my character; a chaiming woman and one I love is 
amending it. Heigh-ho, leap, ma^xjuisl 

As soon as I’ve amended my character, which is melancholy through 
b^d habit and infatuation with Rousseau, I’ll have, I hope, a very agree- 
able one; gaiety in the b?st taste on a basis of extreme tenderness. 

Will you love me then, Melanie? 

18 Germinal [April 8].— I went to her apartment at about three this after- 
noon. I found her still in curl papers, arranging her linen, which the 
chambermaid was ironing. She greeted me with a smile of happiness. 
Would she have had the same smile for any other man who might have 
surprised her at this moment, or was there something special in it for 
me? I don’t have enough experience to decide. 

I was in a witty mood when I entered; had there been a couple of 
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men present with a conversation sparkling with wit and gaiety, I would 
perhaps have been as brilliant as ^ey, and, if I had been so dtiring the 
first half hour. I’d have been more brilliant than they during the seC' 
ond. Alone, I didn’t have the verve necessary to launch myself 1 was 
too worthy of being loved to be amiable. I suggested that we go out, 
she didn’t want to. I gave her the scene of Le Racconitnodement, 
copied in haste and not reread, she was about to read it in my presence, 
that would have been delightful. Without thinking, I said, “No, I prefer 
diat you read it when I’m not here.’’ That was exactly the opposite of 
what I meant. My words were silly in that they showed an author’s 
pride, and never in my life did I have less. Accustomed to the delicate 
vanity of literary men, she immediately said in the low voice that one 
uses with a sick person in order not to hurt his feelings, “All right then. 
I’ll read it when I’m alone.’’ 

What I meant to say was, "It will bore you" If she had read it, how 
well I’d have been able to declaim it! 

Instead of that, many other things happened. We began walking 
back and forth in her little room, arm in arm and her hand in mine. 
We spoke of her debut and her plans in case she couldn’t make it. She 
told me that she’d gone through half her fortune and planned to retire 
to the country with her daughter; there were tears in her eyes. 

Finally, I offered to live with her in any corner of France she might 
choose. When she had fully grasped this idea and the fact that I was 
willing to give up everything for her and act as her daughter’s school- 
master, she turned her face to the window for some time so I wouldn’t 
seehi^ crying, later she asked me for her handkerchief. It wasn’t in the 
bedroom, I went to look for it in the salon, where the maid was iron- 
ing. I didn’t dare brush away those charming tears myself. At first 
sight, I was wrong, but perhaps, for anyone who recognizes grace, I 
was right. 

She was weeping profusely. Obviously the tears came with the smile 
that results from the view of happiness*; she found me so goodhearted 
that she wept. After she turned her head, I spoke to her a bit longer 
before she asked me for Ler handkerchief. 

Her soul experienced something comparable to liquefaction, to the 
division of the being experienced by the Chevalier des Grieux when 
Manon spoke to him in the cabin at New Orleans. 

With a litde more assurance or a litde less love, I would perhaps 
have been sublime and would have had her. 

The mood I produced is rarer than gaiety, and, above all, would re- 
quire more talent to be introduced; but I didn’t have this glory, I was 

**Tean are die uldmate 'smile,'’ Stendhal wrote in De t Amour two decades 
later. 
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entirely natural. We again spoke a bit of our plan, we thought of set* 
tling down on the shores of Lake Geneva. 

Followed thii conversation: . . They've missed me everywhere 
I've been.”— "I believe it, you have a kind soul.” And she did believe 
it. Unfolding my soul to her, and speaking of what we’d do in our 
retreat, I told her I’d try to achieve hune through mathematics; she 
said with astonishment and even a bit of admiration for a soul so ex- 
traordinary, “But have you told Martial about that? Does he know 
you?”— “Oh, good heavens, no, he wouldn’t understand mel” That’s 
merely the substance. By changing the name of the subject through 
vi(liich I wanted to achieve fame, everything I said would have been 
true. 

I believe all that produced a great effect on her. 

I left at six o’clock, at the end I bored her a little perhaps. That was 
due to two causes: I have so much pleasure in being with her that I 
can’t tear myself away; the second, I give myself up to the pleasure of 
seeing hdr worshiping her, and I no longer think of saying amusing 
things. These are two results of love which aren’t likely to give birth 
to it in the object that inspires it. If I don’t succeed, these will be the 
two principal reasons. 

She’s going to ,pend six days at Saint-Germain-Laxis, the former 
cotmtry home of iVl. de Juignf, near Melun, belonging to M. Biers, one 
of her friends. 

The next day, 19 Germinal, I didn’t see her; this was almost a pleas- 
ure for me; I foresaw too much difficulty in maintaining the charming 
emotion of the previous day. 

I’m stopping, because this detail, instead of making me recover, has 
only increased my love: and, as she left today (Saturday, called Good 
by the simpletons) for a week, that would only increase my loneliness. 

Since her departure. I’ve worked a litde on Letellier. 

5 Florid [April 25].— Yesterday, the 4th, to Le PhUosophe Marti, fol- 
lowed by La Gageure: Fleury and Contat. From there to pleasure with 
Bartal, Vincelles, Crozef and Basset. 

I went to the theater with the latter three. All the men were shame- 
fol urchins, old libertint-s, gamblers, military men who don’t know 
where to go, young men of good breeding who are lost in that milieu 
or who want to rinse out their mouths after a tedious evening. I grew 
very fond of Percevant The departure of Tencin caused me a sligfit 
pang in the heart. 

I took a stroll with Crozet until two o’clock.^ The sight of the nascent 

Hut was one of those bad days of melancholy and tenderness that make me 
sink hack into my old malady. If that becomes a habi^ and if 1 don't find a 
Itilie in the woman with whom I haooen tn fall in love. Ill blow out my braias. 
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verdure in the Tuileries and the gardens giving on the Champs' 
Elysees cast me back in the midst of my ideas — ^romantic, alas! — of 
happiness through love. This gentle melancholy prevented me from 
working on Letellier. In the evening, I sought refuge in the wit of 
Oiamfort and the Op^ra-Comique, where they were giving Le Cha- 
pitre Second, Les Confidences and Le Calif e de Bagdad, of which the 
music consoled me somewhat after the racket of the other two. It was 
full of youthful gaiety. The audience there has quite a different char- 
acter from that of the Fran^ais, but it’s more childish, especially the pit. 
I was struck by Pingenet's resemblance to Melanie. Were I to see 
Pingenet after leaving Paris, she’d make me forget what M^nie looks 
like, as -the laundress at Bergamo did in the case of Signora Marini 
deUa 'contrada della Bagutta. 

Melanie was at Dugazon’s without my knowing it. 

6 Floried [AprU 26]. — ^Lunched at Blancheron’s with Vincelles, Basset, 
Ciozet, and Barral. The first two, who gave the lunch, left at eleven 
o’clock, the first for Mont-de-Marsan, the second for Tours. 

From there I went to Dugazon’s. I recited Oreste before Mme. 
Clairval quite well, according to what Dugazon told me, playfully slap- 
ping my foce. Mme. Clairval said, “Good, good.’’ ■ 

If I’d gone there yesterday. I’d have found Louason, Mme. Mortier 
and the leading actress of Rouen. Louason said yesterday that she 
wouldn’t come today. 

9 Flordal [April 29].— Crozet, who’s just left at ten o’clock, slept with me. 
This morning I read Chamfort’s Pensdes. At noon I went to Du- 
gatoa’s, where I recited Oedipe. Mme. Morder was there, I said all 
sorts of smutty things to her without her getting mad. By the greatest 
hazard in the world, she said she was going from there to Mile. 
Louason’s; I went with her. We took a cabriolet at the Place des Vic- 
toires because it was raining a litde. We went in to Melanie’s: 1 never 
saw her so pretty. She was wearing a white frock and a straw hat 
trimmed in pink. M. Le Blanc was there. As I was going out, she fol- 
lowed me to say, “I’m leaving. I’ve got something to tell you, come 
back at five.’* 

I took Morder home. I could have had her a thousand times if I’d 
wanted to, but, my faith, that’s not to be, as Matta said. 

I had a snack with Crozet, and hurried back to Melanie’s. She told 
me she was leaving in a week for Marseille, where she had an engage- 
ment at 6,500 francs a year. I said, “Very well. I’ll go with you as far as 
Lyon.” 


Haven’t I already diou^t of doing so for Milanie? [Note added by Beyle three 
days later.] 
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That surprised her. I was all soul; if Td had the comic composure 
I had a week ago when I was reading Figaro, I’d have been much more 
amiable. 

I took her to dinner at Robert’s. From there to the Fran^ais. I was 
four seats away from her in the orchestra. Esther, same judgment as the 
first time. Talma, perfectly in the spirit of a despot. 

From, there to her apartment, she was charming. I told her what 
Mme. Mortier had done to have me. If I’d dared to dare. I’d have had 
her. I left her to rejoin Crozet. 

I told her this morning that I’d had Euddxie [Victorine Mounier]. 

Therefore it’s clear that I’ll leave in a week, 17 Flor&tl probably. And 
Letettier? I’ll have it presented by Rey. I absolutely must have her dur- 
ing the voyage. If I dared to dare! The more I love her the more bash' 
ful I am. 

For the voyage, I must take along FSl.^ Figaro and some selections 
of jokes and puns. This trip may turn out to be charming. She desires 
very much that I accompany her as far as Marseille. She’s afraid of 
robbers. The Bronzes [ ?] will decide this affair. I’ve never seen her as 
pretty as she was tonight when she returned home, after she took off 
her hat (21 livres). I’m to see her again tomorrow at one o’clock. 

Crozet owes re 38 livres; I owe Barral 96. I’ll have to settle up with 
Dugazon, the (..ndlady, Douenne, Mercier, Silan, Pidan^at. Pack my 
trunk. Take out a passport. Say good-by to my relatives and Father 
Jeky. Buy Say and Pilicta. 


FINANCES: 


I have 230 livres 

To be paid: Douenne 

170 livres 

150 “ 

Silan 

48 “ 

200 “ 

Mercier 

72 “ 

— 

Bal. 

12 “ 

600 “ 

Leg. 

60 “ 


Astley 

30 “ 


M. 

60 “ 


Balance: 148 livres. 

I’ll have to give Douenne only 70 livres and Mercier nothing; thus 
m have 148 -|- 100 + 72 = 320 livres. It’s not too much. 

Find out tomorrow die price Gouge charges for seats in his coach. 
Write to La Roche. I’ll send the latter a letter of exchange for 172 

'FiUcia, ou Mes Fredaines, well-known pornographic novel attnbuted to Andrea 
de Nerciat 
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livres. In ‘Marseille, the first of the month. Til draw loo francs on 
one bank, and the 15th, 100 francs on another, 
xo Phreal [April jo]. — Lunched with Martial. At two o’clock, to 
Melanie’s. From there to Adze’s, an hour of tdte 4 -t£te; f/i piglio le 
ciocdo. From there to Mme. Martin’s. From there to M^nie’s, with 
whom I intended to dine; I didn’t find her. I went out to dinner after 
writing four letters. From there to the Fran^ais. 

I was up to my neck in sentiment, and consequently in a melancholy 
mood of tender regret at leaving Paris; that was certainly a bias: 
(outside N.) what am I leaving behind me? What can I do here 
without money? What would I do here without Percevant, Tenon 
and my friends? I need to go some place where I’ll be forced to see 
society ^nd mankind. 1 must sacrifice everything to that in Marseille. 

Duclos helped me regain my common sense. I was gay all the rest 
of the evening. At present, I fully feel the possibility of taking the 
thing I so desire. In order to remain in this mood when it comes ov6r 
me, I must act a great deal and not give myself time for reflection; 
I’m lost if I take it. Tonight I saw all the theory of the best conduct 
IN world; to write that. It must be granted that I’m emerging from 
a strange state of madness; Rousseau’s moments of exaltation had 
become my customary manner of being. I took that for genius, I cul* 
tivated it complacently and looked with pity on those who didn’t have 
it. I must keep that for myself alone, otherwise I’ll be everlastingly 
unhappy in society. 

TO write the plan of conduct, and to say that to nobody but 
FAUUN p. I must folloi^ it point by point in Marseille, and definitely 
set the Ideal goal I wish to attain. 

IF I HAVE NOT MELANIE IN THE WAY, I SHALL BE EVER UNHAPPY WITH 

HER. In the opposite case, i shall be the happiest of men to Marseille. 
ril put my new plan into execution daily with her, and she’ll end up 
by becoming attached to her pupil. 

Le Barbier de Seville was played without verve because of Saint- 
Phal, who paralyzed everything. I saw clearly what he lacked in this 
role to be as good as Fle..ty. His pauses were too long, his free too 
expressionless and immobile. 

That’s probably how I am with Melanie because of my excessive 
bashfulness. Do you want to know the reason, you simpleton? Il^s 
because you’ve only had the strength of passions in your favor up imtil 
now. You believed yourself good and strong because you were ini' 
passioned; you haven’t ahy character; sublime in your castles in Spain, 
extraordinary, but no good at all in society. You’ve got to grind yourself 
down constantly in Marseille, and have but one goal'-to produce 
laughter: and, once you are namrd, you’ll 'see where you’ll go. 
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As F^cia says, add the happiness of numerous passing tastes to the 
happiness of passion in love. I’ve got to attack every woman I meet 
(imdl my return to Paris, then I’ll heed my heart); only then will I 
deserve to have a real love. 

In a word, I must form my character. My character consists of doing 
what I’ve set out to do, upheld or not by passion, with verve and 
gaiety. I should pretend that I’m always in the presence of Pac^ or 
M. de Baure, I should try to be pleasing to them and not to think 
about the people in whose present I actually am. I must possess all 
the Mme. Mortiers I meet. 

^ Instead of kindling my passion when I’m bashful by means of read- 
ing novels or other things appealing to my heart, I must read only 
books that will dry me up, like Duclos. 

If Melanie were to tell me tomorrow that she had a chance to take 
the post chaise and couldn’t leave with me, I envisage the possibility 
of supporting this reverse. There will be time enough to give way to 
my too tender character after the victory; until then, I should consider 
her as just an ordinary woman, analyze my heart and play on the 
passions; otherwise. I’ll be forever bashful and silly. You’ll be amiable 
and yourself only after the victory. I’m convinced that she herself 
will be amazed the result. One thing alone can restore me in her 
opinion — ^my ardor at Dugazon’s. 

I must devote myself exclusively at Grenoble to the outline of the 
beau idial for my conduct, which is merely a sequel to the principles 
of the comic art. I must arrive at Duga2x>n’s tomorrow the most dried 
up and scoimdrelly possible. I already feel that I am no longer that; 
I’m carried away by rhetoric; I could be eloquent all night. 

Remember that this natural talent can be brilliant in society only 
after I’ve supplied myself with an adequate fund of comic conversa- 
tion; and for this kind of comic, I must always recall Pace at Ariadne’s: 
“My breast hurts.’’ “Which one?” “I have a cold.” “And I’m in heat.” 

I realize that I am a thousand times above this sort of nonsense, 
and this nonsense came from a man who triumphs. I must take a lot of 
chances. 

The state of reilectif'n which is usual with me is contrary to that 
of experience, without which I’ll never be a true bard. It isn’t a 
question of knowing what those who have had this experience are 
(Durif, for instance), but of knowing what a soul like mine would 
be after having it. In my future conduct, I should seek all occasions 
to go ahead, I should get into action continually, even though it be 
through nonsense. I should make a habit of that (examples: Cardon, 
Tencin, Faviey himself). The example of my conduct with Chlteau- 
neuf shows me the way to please men; I must employ this way widi 
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everybody without exception, save Pauline. She has a soul sufficiently 
lofty to understand mine. 

12 Floretd [May a].— I reserved two places at the oiugence. 

In the evening, Le Tyran DomesHque. A few little tiaits that would 
be effective in La Bruy^, but that are of too litde interest for the 
stage. A dull play. Mile. Mars was perfect. 

It was Crozet's enthusiasm that made me regard her with all the 
attention she deserves. I found her charming, but I didn’t enter into 
the detail of her perfections. 

I must reckon well with my passions. 

The fust, the strongest, the sole, this of fame; 1 must speak of it to 
no one, and satisfy it in silence. 

That passed, being completely indifferent in society, I ought to be 
charming. To preserve me from stagnation I have my bank and the 
love for women. 

What has spoiled me up to now is the false opinion I’ve had of them. 
I believed them to be Julies, and they’re merely the Parisiennes of 
Dancourt. (See the nice comedy of this name by Dancourt.) Gaiety, 
brilliance, audacity — especially the latter— and you’ll succeed a thou- 
sand times better than you will by displaying the most sublime char- 
acter by your deeds. 

Keep the conception of the beau iddal for thy words [works?]; 
but in society. Pace is almost the beau iddal. 

Sadness, when one knows life, shows that one possesses passions 
which the impossibility of satisfying them hasn’t yet been able to cure. 

The sadness of him who doesn’t know life reveals the kind of 
cowardice that despairs of succeeding. 

13 AND 14 Floral XIII, ALL THE DAY WITH MELANIE. THE I 5 WE GO TO 
NEUiLLY FOR SEEING THE YOUNG M. [M^lanie’s daughter.] 

I must leave good condwCt and the love of study. My example shows 
where these qualities lead. You must give yourself up to intrigue alone. 

JO Prairial [June 79]. — ^Your true passion is that of knowing and expe- 
riencing. It has never been satisfied. 

When you impose silence on yourself you discover ideas; when you 
make it a rule to talk, you find nothing to say (seen in the nature). 



Love and Groceries 


THE six days spent sitting beside Melanie in a crowded stagecoach and 
the five nighi-'s the two slept in the same country taverns hardly con- 
stituted the “charming voyage” that Henri Beyle had anticipated. When 
they parted at Lyon, she to continue on to Marseille, he to return to 
Grenoble, the future young dramatic-bard, to his disgruntlement and 
humiliation, was sti” the platonic lover of his future young actress. 

In his native “mi ihole,” too, things went badly. The somber Cherubin 
Beyle and the doddering Dr. Gagnon, canny and old-fashioned, failed 
to be impressed by Henri’s incontrovertible mathematical proofs that, 
entrusted with 30,000 francs, he could not help making a fortune. 

In the end, however, the elder Beyle went so far as to promise vaguely 
that, provided he was able to sell some property at Cheylas, he would 
advance the required sum in eighteen months or two years. Uncertain 
as it was, this was acceptable to Henri, for he had not given up his two- 
year program to gain business experience in Marseille, Bordeaux, Nantes 
and Antwerp before establishing his bank. 

Unfortunately, there were no banking positions open at the moment 
in Marseille, but if he would care to take a temporary job with Mante in 
the firm of Charles Meunier & Co., Wholesale Groceries, matters might 
be arranged. Thus it was that, in order to start his career with the woman 
he loved, the Moli^re of the new century sacrificed glory to groceries. 

His decision taken, Beyle lost no time in getting out of Grenoble. 
By a resourceful combination of mail coach, river boat and diligence, 
he managed to arrive three days later in Marseille, where Mante had 
tactfully reserved a room for him in M. Rambert’s rooming house, where 
Mdanie was staying. 

Here it was that, after the months of hesitation, the two finally became 
lovers. Beyond a cryptic allusion in English in the entry of July 29, his 



178 THB PKIVATB BIAK 1 B 8 OF 8TBNDHAB 

diary passes over the event in silence, which is typical "Happiness,’' he 
believed all his life, "is like a delicate fruit, it spoils if touched." 

For other reasons, probably, he was similarly reticent about Melanie’s 
histrionic talent— although hfr diary shows t^t he was appropriately 
indignant to note how litde impression her restrained brand of acting 
made on the lusty Marseillais. 

Indeed, he soon developed a cordial contempt for these earthy, vulgar 
southerners whose lives were divided between sordid business deab 
and boisterous pleasure>$eeking. On Sundays, husbands, wives, mistresses, 
lovers, sweethearts and children swarmed over the surrounding country- 
side to devote the day to eating, drinking and love-making. During the 
week, the wives, left to their own resources, looked after the househcdd 
and sought lovers whose generosity could be relied on to round out the 
budget, while the husbands loafed contentedly in their clubs and gaming 
rooms gr in the hospitable salons of their mistresses, 

“What a st^ourn after you’ve lived in Paris,” Beyle wrote. "Nothing 
is as materialistic as the people of Marseille . . . They haven’t enougfr 
intelligence to be bored by their churlish pleasures; they gather to play 
whist or boston — and this at ten o’clock in the morning . . . The women 
are hyperpromiscuous and expect to be paid. The men are boorish and 
only know how u> play the market: when it’s bad, they go bankrupt; 
when it’s good, they keep wenches." 

The city displeased him almost as much as its too primitive inhabitants. 
He had not been a Parisian long enough to regard with indulgence die 
colorful life in Marseille, its pagan morality, its naive religious proces- 
sions, Its conglomeradon of races from all parts of the world. He saw 
only its provincialism, its vulgarity, its base materialism^-all of which, 
inevitably recalling Grenoble, filled him with loathing. 

For the first few weeks, however, Beyle was divinely happy, so happy, 
in fret, that he zealously set out to make his intimates as happy as him- 
self. After prescribing daily doses of Tracy’s Ideologie for M^nie, he 
decided that the souls of his mistress and his sister Pauline were so much 
alike that they were “bound to love each other," and accordingly en- 
gineered a correspondence between the two. Nor did he neglect M^hmie’s 
daughter, whom he would henceforth consider as his own. He wrote 
Pauline, adting her, if anything happened, to adopt the litde girl, and 
telling her that he was leaving his entire fortune (?) to his mistress. 
The understanding Pauline wrote back that she herself had decided to 
bequeath two diir^ of hqr possessions to Melanie and her daug^er. 

These matters setded, Beyle turned his attendon to arranging a match 
between his sister and Mante. As soon as Mante and he had made their 
fortim^ the marri^ could take place, ;uid Pauline and Mante and 
Mflanie and himself (nothing was said about dte latter two ‘getting 
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married) would live together in a house on the Boulevards of Paris, where 
they would entertain Tracy, Cabanis, Talma— all the leading figures of 
the literary and theatrical world. 

And then there was poor little' Louis Crozet. His engineering studies 
had taken him to Auxerre, where he had promptly fallen in love with 
Blanche de La Bergcrie, the sixteen*year-dld daughter of the Prefect 
of the Yopne. His timidity, homeliness and lack of money proving in* 
surmountable obstacles, he had grown despondent and finally desperate. 
'He bought some opium and romantically resolved to take his life. 
"Happily,” said Beyle, "he wrote to me and waited for my answer. Time 
and I have induced him to form new habits: he’s working like a mad- 
man.” 

While getting the others started on the road to felicity, Beyle himself 
was enjoying that "rustic and poetic happiness” of which he had so 
often dreamed while wandering through the Gresivaudan Valley or the 
green plains of Lombardy. Like the Marseillais, he and Melanie packed 
a picnic Itinrh each Sunday and spent the day in the country. He was 
delighted with the picturesque roads, the streams, the cool glades, all 
of which, poverty-stricken as they were after the majestic scenery of 
Dauphin^, formed a welcome contrast to the dreary town. As the autumn 
advanced, howeve**, the hours of pastoral solitude became fewer and 
fewer. The well-nitaning Mante frequently tagged along, and, in the 
presence of his friend’s misplaced enthusiasm, it was impossible for 
Beyle to recapture his Rousseauesque moods. Even worse were the days 
when he and Melanie went picnicking with a band of eight or ten Mar- 
seillais, whose vulgar chatter kept him from feeling anything but ill 
humor. 

It must be admitted that the people with whom Beyle and Melanie 
associated — mostly odds and ends of the local mercantile and "artistic” 
crowd — ^were a sorry lot. The most picturesque was one Jean-Pierre- 
Aaron Seimandy de Saint-Gervais, a retired brigadier general and a 
would-be gentleman of the old school. Turning his distinguished ap- 
pearance and his fifty-seven years to good advantage, Saint-Gervais 
paternally fondled feminine newcomers and, at the appropriate moment, 
hinted that they would do well to take him as a lover. At the other end 
of the social ladder was Mme. Cossonier, an ambiguous female who 
roomed at M. Rambert’s and who, despite her bad reputation, seems 
invariably to have been present when anything was happening. A 
Parisian divorcee, proud to have had "a multitude of lovers,” she was a 
washed-out blonde of thirty-five, shapely, crafty and gossipy. 

In between the general and the divorcee were a score of pretentious 
nonentities. Besides these there were a few slightly more distinguished 
people whom Beyle visited without Melanie (their liaison was not 
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supposed to be known) — ^as Mme. Pallard, the hostess of one of the most 
select salons in Marseille, and Louis Tivollicr, an old acquaintance 
from Grenoble, an easy-going bourgeois, given to boasting of his suc- 
cesses with other men*s wives, and himself the possessor of a comely 
young spouse whom Beyle in turn hoped for a time to conquer. 

As for the “bank” — that is, the office of Mcunier’s commission house 
— Beyle was obliged to “work like the devil” in the mornings copying 
letters which, after Shakespeare and Tracy, he found “horribly botched 
as to style and thought.” In the afternoons he frequently had to go to 
the crowded, dusty docks to get merchandise out of the customs, help 
load casks of brandy for. transportation to the warehouse and triidge 
through the hot streets dunning Meunier*s debtors. 

Casting about for a less drastic way to become familiar with the com- 
mercial life, he decided that it would be a good idea to go into partner- 
ship with his employer! He had little respect for Meunier's ability or his 
“wheedling ways,” yet the firm was sound and, with a little new bldbd 
(Beyle and Mante, for instance), was capable of great things. A request 
was dispatched to Grenoble for 3,000 francs, v/hich, placed with Meunier, 
might easily become 10,000 in a year or two. But “the bastard” refused 
to be convinced that Charles Meunier & Co. was asi solid as the Rock 
of Gibraltar: there was always danger of bankruptcy was his argument, 
and he stuck to it. 

As events turned out, he was right. Business in France had been bad 
since the rupture of the Treaty of Amiens in 1803, and just three weeks 
after Beyle indignantly scoffed at the possibility of bankruptcy the 
Battle^o^ Trafalgar took place. The French fleet destroyed, the British 
soon organized a blockade that paralyzed the life of Marseille. Ships 
no longer entered or left the port, the quays were deserted, trade lan- 
guished, employees were thrown out of work, and the firm of Charles 
Meunier & Co., fulfilling the predictions of Cherubin Beyle, was left 
hovering on the brink of ruin. 

Then began a period of obligatory leisure which Beyle at first thor- 
oughly enjoyed. But not for long. With the advent of 1806 and the return 
to the Gregorian calenda., it became increasingly evident that his 
honeymoon with Melanie was drawing to a close. Five months of daily 
life with her had left him with few illusions that she was the ideal Julie 
he had been seeking. Instead of possessing the anticipated stormy pas- 
sions, she had turned out to be cold and passive. He saw that the 
melancholy he had admired was nothing more than a chronic gloomi- 
ness. Already jealous of his liberty, he rebelled against the “bondage” 
in which his mistress held him. But, worst of all, he had made the fatal 
discovery that Melanie was stupid. His disenchantment having reached 
this stage just when his revived interest: in study demanded solitude, 
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Beyle could not help realizing glumly that he had burdened himself 
with a clinging vine that must somehow be shaken off* 

For Melanie, the situation was even worse: having all but lost her 
lover, it now looked as though she was going to lose her livelihood. 
Owing to the blockade, which had impoverished the Marseillais, the 
actors of the Grand-Theatre were playing to empty houses and the 
management was no longer paying them. On January 15 the company 
refused to continue. Melanie, her savings almost gone, was faced with 
the prospect of returning to Paris, and Beyle with that of following her 
and living on what she could earn — or of abandoning her to her fate. 
Hq,became very evasive about the future. 

To make matters worse, his best friepd, like his mistress, had failed 
to stand the test of daily association. Mante had turned out to be a 
thick-witted, insensitive boor, with no knowledge of social customs, no 
delicacy— all he knew was his Ideologic and his groceries. There it 
was: Manie had about decided to go into business with Meunier, Melanie 
was returhfr.g to Paris, and Beyle frankly did not know what he was 
going to do. “Fve embarked on a plank,” he said wryly, "and a great 
many portions of this sorry plank are rotten.” Henceforth, Melanie’s 
soul, the bank, Pauline’s marriage with Mante and the house on the 
Boulevards were asi)icuously absent from his letters to his sister. 

But, far from being exhausted, his enthusiasm, after having successively 
embraced glory, love, happiness and fortune, soon found a new outlet 
in ambition. This unfamiliar seduction was the result of well-timed 
letters from Felix Faure, his grandfather and his uncle Romain Gagnon, 
all of whom drew attention to the fact that Pierre Daru, the benefactor 
whom he had neglected during the past four years, was now a Councilor 
of State, Napoleon’s confidant and one of the most influential men in 
France. For Beyle to continue in a provincial commission house when 
he might be launching himself bn a career in Paris was, his correspondents 
hinted, sheer insanity. Dr. Gagnon volunteered to patch matters up with 
Daru, while Romain suggested that he might drop a helpful word to 
Martial. 

Overjoyed, Beyle immediately wrote his uncle and grandfather, urging 
them to spare no effort t . get him a government job in Paris. Followed 
many letters but few results. Overburdened with work in Vienna on 
the morrow of the Battle of Austerlitz, Pierre Daru, now ^ntendant 
General of the Grande Armee, had other things to think about than 
hunting a job for his harum-scarum little cousin. When his reply finally 
came, it contained nothing more than a vague promise that he would 
"avail himself of the first opportunity” to place Henri in a suitable 
position. 

Meanwhile, Melanie had started back to Paris, and Beyle, at first de- 
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lighted at his new-found freedom, soon became familiar fee the iirst 
time in his life with the devastating effects of boredom. Was it a longing 
for Mflanie, whose shortcomings seemed less glaring with the passage 
of time, or was it some weakness in his own character? He analyzed the 
situation and decided that the key to happiness was held by Pierre Darti, 
not M^anie Guilbert. 

The weeks dragged by with B^le sinking farther and forther into 
the morass of blockaded Marseille’s banal, vulgar life. Eventually the 
letters he received from his grandfather began to be "terrible” ones 
urgfog him to come back to Grenoble. Indeed, what was keeping him in 
Marseille? He was no longer working for Meunier, he was bored to 
death, the hot dusty summer was approaching. But Beyle had his pride: 
there was glory in being summoned to the capital to enter the service of 
Napoleon, while to return empty-handed to bis family was a shameful 
admission of failure. 

But he did not have much choice in the matter, and after a solemn con- 
ference with Mante he resigned himself to the inevitable. The two erst- 
while banking partners took a few last strolls around this crass southern 
town where Beyle for the first time had had his nose rubbed in reality and 
which now seemed shrouded in a poetic mist. Mante, who had finally 
gone into partnership with Meunier, accompanied him to the stagecoach. 
As the horses started out, he waved forewell to his old friend: he never 
saw him again. The port, Marseille, the blue slice of the Mediterranean 
disappeared from his thoughts almost as soon as from his sight, and he 
slowly made his way tl^ugh the Alps, now by coach, now on horseback, 
dreaihiiQ of the honors and women he hoped would be his. 


1803-6 Grenoble— Marseille— Grenoble 

TRAVEL IN GR:EN 0 BLE IN THE SPRING OF 1805^ 

[GrenoUe] 2 MesHdor [June 2/].— I feel that I’m spoiling the anticipated 
pleasure of my trip to Marseille through stupid, depressing and de- 
grading discussions about it with my father and grandfother. They 
oppose me with stupid reasons (these are the reasons for those three 
adjectives), they predict a gloomy future for me in general, and in 
particular they show me in detail the humiliating steps that will have 
to be taken. They have both become misers. My grandfother sees 
Tide in Engtuh in the nuuniioipt 
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obstacles everywhere, and wants to put off everything until some other 
time. My father starts all over again discussing the obstacles and wail- 
ing about them after it’s been pointed out to him a thousand times how 
they can^be surmounted. Is this on purpose, or is it from weakness of 
head and heart? 

That such people, and, generally speaking, stupid heads and un- 
feeling hearts, or both together, should be able to influence my happi- 
ness is a great piece of nonsense on my part. In the first place, even 
giving them credit for good heads,, all they can do is to show me the 
sensations they’ve experienced in such-and-such a situation in which 
^ey’ve found themselves and through which I have yet to pass; and, 
as our hearts are quite different, it’s mqre than likely that I’ll have quite 
different sensations in the same situations. The proof is clear: if I had 
their position in society, wouldn’t I make my life entirely different 
from theirs? 

Their sensations have value for me only because, being separated by 
the conhretion between me and them, they forecast those I’ll have my- 
self. This is all the benefit I could derive from them if they had an 
excellent head, but it’s a very bad one. Therefore, everything they tell 
me ought to be considered just so much sound, empty words, and 
nothing more. It’s the height of nonsense to let myself be affected by it. 

Fortunately, it seems to me that I let myself be less affected by it each 
day. Today, they were little more than a subject of reflection for me; 
two years ago, their contemptible ideas would have completely sullied 
my future for a day or two, and would have brought about my un- 
happiness. 

I ought to tell myself that I’m living in a madhouse. My reason is 
aware of this, but my soul is too sensitive. If I were unfeeling like all 
the stupid animals I see here, there would be no need of my being 
upset. 

It’s impossible for them to give me any pleasure when I converse 
with them; practically nothing of what they say to me is not disagree- 
able. The words they use to remind me of all the things they’ve done 
lor me are almost always false, their manner of doing these things is 
htuniliating. Remain the facts that they might teach me, but they are 
few in number, usually badly observed and even worse told. 

Only the absurdity of their actions saves them from being odious. 
For example, my father gave me twelve livres eight or ten days ago, the 
eve of my departure for the Grande-Chartreuse; I spent them an hour 
later for my share of the expenses of the trip; ever since then, I have 
literally been without a sou. I’ve just asked him for some money, ex- 
periencing, I dbn’t know why, a feeling of contempt and repugnance 
because 1 ^esaw the ridiculousness, and I foresaw too that I’d have to 
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Struggle a minute in order to see only the ridiculousness of the action, 
instead of the odium that it would represent for me the first minute. 
He gravely handed me two little ecus. What is there to reply to such a 
procedure? 

Since then Fve ordered a pair of shoes that will cost me six or seven 
francs. Fve had my boots cleaned, and taken ices or beer regularly at 
the expense of my comrades, without ever buying a round in my turn. 
By spending the least possible and contracting some debts, I have con- 
sequently spent, previous to 2 Messidor, today, more money than he 
gravely gave me to spend in the future. In addition to this, I had. the 
pleasure of never having a single sou in my pocket for unforeseen ex- 
penses, knd yet I am a rich young man, and the young men are con- 
sidered rich in this town, and they really are rich. 

My father is short of cash, but he experiences a secret pleasure in 
being so, because at bottom he feels he isn’t spending money he doesn’t 
possess. He’s full of fine words, he argues because he feels that the 
only thing he has to show us is his straitened circumstances; if he sells 
his house tomorrow and has some funds: 1st, the sight of so much 
money is going to put him in a holy state of anxiety; 2nd, he’ll be in a 
temper, and fly into a rage in order not to have to Urgue with us. 

When he talks to us, I’m obliged constantly to restrain the indigna- 
tion given me by meanness, or at least the impulse to restrain a man 
who is visibly in error. I see them driven by contemptible reasons to 
argue, and, through arguing, to reach false conclusions, for my happi- 
ness BY THE FAME OF CREAT BARD, I must accustom myself to return easily 
to a lhaxim • • • 

6 Messidor [June 25]. — ^I’m rereading most of my notebooks. I find them 
filled with commonplaces, but perhaps they wouldn’t appear so simple 
if I had not discovered them laboriously. 

I believe that in the future I’ll write nothing but the world [society] 
itself in the form of anecdotes. 

They bore me and make me depressed, 
j Thermidor [July 22]. — ^I am parted from Grenoble the 3 Thermidor 
XIII AT 12 IN THE BARIOT’s DILIGENCE FOR Valence WITH A CONDUCTOR 
NAMED France, miss Revol and mister Le Roux, i beside. 

Mile. Revol was haughty with me. I replied to her very civilly, I did 
this quite naturally because of Mile. Talencieu. The conversation got 
going little by little, with the result that, when we reached the beautiful 
countryside around Tyllins, she made my ears ring with tlie names of 
the property owners along the road. She next took me into her con- 
fidence regarding her affairs, and explained that she and her brothers 
had a trusted servant at Alba. The garden of M. de Lupe, seen through 
the grille, appeared to me really fine in the manner of Le Ndtre. 
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Journal of His Life 

From 9 Thermidor, Year XIII, to April 15, 1806 

The beginning of this notebook still smacks too much of the pedant 
of the Rue d’Angiviller. (January 30, 1809.) 

^ ril love vou till death and I’ll never survive you. 

READ' 

I have no need of warning that this notebook, because of its childish- 
ness, is written for absolutely no one but myself. 

Consequently, I beg anyone who may find it not to read it: ist, in the 
name of honor; and, in that of the inevitable boredom it would give 
him. 

Forgive me the pedantry and the ridiculous self-importance of which 
I haven’t yet been able to purge myself entirely. 

9 Thermidor [July 28 ], — i moved from Pans the . . . Flor^al year XIII, 

WITH HER, WE WERE AT Lyon THE • • • OF THE SAME MONTH. SHE MOVED 

FOR Marseille the 24 Floreal, i believe. I arrived in Grenoble the . . . 
AFTER TWO MONTHS AND . . • DAYS OF inaction, somber boredom and 
SOMEWHAT DESPAIR, I finally left for Marseilles 3 Thermidor XIII. 

I left in the mail coach at noon, arrived the 4th at six o’clock in the 
morning at Valence, the sun shining full on the cliff opposite, on the 
other side of the Rhone. Had I believed what I was told. I’d only 
have reached Marseille a week later, but love had given wings to me. 
However, it wasn’t by flying that I arrived at Avignon, but in a boat 
which was transporting two milestones, one weighing fifty quintals and 
the other forty, and each worth 1,000 francs. 

. I left Valence at eight o’clock under a bright sun, having as com- 
panions one of the most prodigious asses 1 ever met, M. Boissieu of 
Saint-Marcellin, such an ass in general and at times so inane that I was 
ashamed to appear to know him, and some workmen, amon 4 whom 
were several characters worth observing; found the characters about 
the same as their facial expressions showed them to be. A gay, straight- 
forward, candid and strong character in the master of the millstones, a 
character similar to that of Rebuflel. The chief: same character, but not 
as good a head; his gravity, standing on his plank, his oar in his arms, 
gravity of the circumstances. 



l86 THB PKIVATB DIARIES OF STENDHAL 

Shadowless aod burning heat in the boat.at noon. On the banks, ugly 
little rock^ peeled and burned by the sun, surmounted by some old 
fortifications of the light and elegant variety, of the svelte variety, but 
with die unsubstantial appearance of the Arabs, hlbrals of the boatmen, 
seeking the happiness of the present, and thus being comparable with 
military morals. 

The banks became less arid a few leagues above Bourg-Saint>Andfol, 
the noonday wind rose and cooled us off, we were obliged to call it a 
day at Saint-And^l. Pretty hostesses; southern morab, far different 
from the highway morab of Paris and Dauphine. 

We stayed in ^int-And&)l from five in the evening until three in 
die morning. The boatmaster sang, vulgarity of Boissieu; striking 
superiority of the boatmaster’s character over his. Boissieu, claiming 
that he had seen me at M. Belair’s six years -ago, tried by every means 
to get to know me, and even took it upon himself to address me in t^e 
second person singular. 

We passed the Pont-Saint-Esprit without the least danger and at 
quite an ordinary speed; absurdity of the reputed peril. I've abeady 
noticed the same thing at the Saint-Bernard and Mont-Cenb. The 
bridge b elegant, still in the same style of architecture, Saracen or Arab, 
I believe. Elegance, lightness, cleanliness of the brick constructions. 
Thb bridge has perhaps forty arches, of which twenty-six, I believe, 
are large ones; the others are cut through the arches, and the Rhdne 
doesn’t flow through them except during the heavy floods. I thoroughly 
examined all that and the number of arches; but, as those physical 
detail^ which have no effect on the emotions, don’t interest me. I’ve 
forgotten them. The same thing has happened to me on all my voyages. 

The boat stopped on the shore of Avignon at noon. We went to 
Saint-Omer, quite a clean inn, a very honest landlord. 

I didn’t have time to observe anything. Only the mayor of Avignon, 
a man of great energy. They told me bter that Bonapa^ had made 
him independent of the Prefect. 

The white houses, full pf dust, blinding as in Italy, some resemblance 
to the grandiose style of Italy. In the towns of the North (Nevers, 
Chalon, Lyon, Grenoble), the dirt on the house walb b damp and 
blackish, greenish. Nemours, Fontainebleau and Parb have a whiter 
and cleaner appearance. Avignon, Aix and Marseille, on the contrary, 
are white, dry, full of dust. 

A young porter, handsome, vigorous, with a cheerful face (the valet 
who served us at tRble told me he could carry 900 pounds), came to 
offer us hb services; he arranged all our affabs for us, struck a bargain 
with a boatman who promised to take ps to Beaucaire. The porter car- 
ried our luggage to die boat at o’clock. 
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Fine bridge falling in ruins, from which, nevertheless, there is only 
one arch missing. Its appearance is quite grandiose. We passed through 
an arch, fine color (worn olive. = mat gray) of antiquity. 

Our boatman, a face out of Raphael; there must have been refine- 
ment on this face at one time, it now bears the marks of hard labor; 
fine features, a mind stultified by the desire to make a few sous. A man 
avid of his subsistence, seeing nothing else— for me that was touching. 
A twelve-year-old son whom he mistreats in order to lose less time in 
ordering him around, clad in a horribly coarse shirt, unconcerned. An 
elder son (I believe), a young man of twenty resembling Raphael 
painted by himself at the age of fifteen. (His head resting on his hand, 
tricornered hat, Napoleon Museum). Qnly he was darker, more ener- 
getic; in a word, he was dark and twenty years old. Raphael was only 
fifteen. His eyes absolutely like those of Raphael’s subjects, shadow on 
the upper eyelid, much more pronounced than in the sculptured Greek 
heads. 

These' people touched me, I saw excessive labor — the result of bad 
government— become a punishment. At the same time, I told myself 
that one must not hate work because of its bad reputation, that my 
work at the bank would be far less painful. 

The boat was horribly crowded with common people. Continually 
increasing asininity of Boissieu. 

We arrived at Beaucaire, I didn’t get ofi, I finally left on some log 
rafts, and had myself landed on the Tarascon side with a porter whom 
I took with me. But right now 1 feel too deeply to keep on with details 
which have so little effect on the emotions; I feel that my soul is worthy 
of contemplating Apollo and of working on another one if I had some 
modeling material at hand. I’ve passed the time since two o’clock far 
from Melanie and Mante, who are in the country, I’ve passed the time 
alone. That’s what forms, intensifies, the soul. I’ve had time to enjoy 
my feeling. 

I am stopping to describe because I’ve already observed that I thus 
spoiled my memories, that mellow part of life. I’d need fifty hours of 
work with a burning sensibility, flowing like an all-inundating river, 
to describe what I felt between three o’clock and nine (now). That 
isn’t possible; I’d consequently describe badly, and a fortnight from now 
I’d no longer recall what I’d written down. Therefore, I’ll only write 
ridiculous and satiric anecdotes; I’d be crazy indeed to spoil my tender 
memories. Therefore, I’ll speak only of what influences me, of the 
sentiment that fills my every moment; I feel almost nothing that’s 
foreign to it. 

6 Thermidor [July 25].— I arrived at Marseille at six in the evening. First 
-view of the sea in my life, from the Vista. The diligence stopped in the 
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Rue Beauvau. I went to Marne’s^ he arrived. at eight 

o’clock in the evening. I went to bed at half-past eleven, i see her at 
THE GREAT THEATER; Gavaudan WAS ACTING AUtie the queen of GoU 
conda. 

7 Thermidor [July 26]. — ^i see her in her chamber at eleven o’clock of 
THE morning. I had dinner with the Tivolliers. 

8 Thermidor [July 27]. — began at the bank.“ 

9 Thermidor [July 2S]. — t mystify Miaille. I write this. 

SAID TO THE FAIHER, THAT MY TRAVEL FROM Grenoblc TO Marseille HAD 
COUTED [costj TO ME six louis AND HALF. 

JO Thermidor [July 29]. — Mante and I crossed the bridge and went to 
look at the open sea. the evening till the mid-night, for ever. 

72 Thermidor [July j/]. — Saw Les Templiers and she for the first time. 
Les Templiers, bad play without characters or interest, she has a 

CHARMING WHITE CROWN. 

14 Thermidor [August 2]. — we go to the apple,® Melanie, Mante and i, 

FROM THE 6 o’clock ^2 TILL THE BEAUTIFUL LITTLE WAYS [paths]. 

/6 Thermidor [August 4]. — ^the evening she, mante and i, we come to 

THE CASTEL BORELY. WE WALK FOR IT AT THE HALF AFTER SIX, AND WE ARE 
AT THE CITY AT THE A QUARTER PAST ELEVEN. The seashore*. — The sound of 

the waves.— The two fishermen who passed along the strip of land be- 
tween the Huveaune and the sea. — The star above the Chateau d’lf and 
disappearing behind it. — The darkness behind us, the daylight toward 
the Chateau d’lf. — We sat near the sea.— This is the first time I’ve seen 
it, roaring thus and so vast in extent. 

Returning at half-past nine, we found that our coachman (what had 
gone for 10 livres) had left. He hadn’t been paid, a trait typical of the 
provinces. We returned afoot, and arrived at a quarter past eleven.^ 

20 Thermidor [August S]. — ^M. de Saint-Gervais blaming the bad manners 
of the Sub-Prefect of Aix, and repeating with child instead of pregnant, 
playing the grammatical pedant and dwelling lengthily thereon, find- 
ing Mme. de Genlis’s Les Veillees du Chdteau a model of all those little 
things you have forgotten. Apparently he considers these to be of great 
importance. 

How true it is that an artist should believe only in himselfl Once 
he’s sure of having translated his soul for the public, he should no 
longer see in his verse, for instance, the emotion he experienced in 
composing it and which it makes him remember, but only that emotion 
which he has expressed, and the manner in which he has expressed it; 
’Probably happy, happy, etc. 

^ore exactly, Mcunier*s jvholesale grocery house. 

*La Pomme, then a rustic spot, outside Marseille. 

’That’s one of my finest memories. (January 31, 1809.) [Note by Beyle.] 
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he should no longer believe anyone^ but he should listen to everyone. 
Other people make him rejudge his work; hence, you shouldn't listen 
to absurd opinions unless you feel like rejudging. 

On the 18th, I believe, we went to Les Aygalades, a spot similar to 
the cascades of Font-Belle, a little shadier perhaps, but not worth the 
woods at the Chateau de Tcncin. Leaving at half-past five with Me- 
lanie, M. de Saint-Gervais and M. Baux, we arrived at the chateau, saw 
a view which was vast but arid and not in the least appealing; we took 
the wrong road to Les Aygalades, and didn't reach there until nightfall. 
Returned at half-past ten, somewhat bored. To go to see a fine site 
isn't sufficient to amuse and affect you. your impressions depend on the 
]sersons you're with, she, m. and i alone would have amused ourselves 
as much as the dull, vain, narrow-minded Saint-Gervais and the stupid 
Baux, annoying she and me, bored both themselves and us. 

I’ve been to La Pomme three or four times, as many to the Chateau 
Borely, twice to Arrailh. I'm describing nothing in order to spoil noth- 
ing. , 

25 Fructidsjr \S»*ptember /a]. — Eccentrics to characterize: Saint-Gervais, 
Meunier, Baux, Tivollier, Faure, Miaillc the elder, Miaille the younger. 
Petit, Girard, Victor Tivollier, Mme. Tivollier, Mme. Chauvet. 

Among all these, there are but two, M. de Saint-Gervais and M. 
Girard, who aic eligible to appear in high society. Girard ought to be 
more successful there than M. de Saint-Gervais. Meunier and Saint- 
Gervais arc the two men we know best. 

Since I’ve been here, the only thing I’ve read is Mme. de Stael's 
UInfluence des Passions. The truths this book presents would have 
given me much more pleasure if it hadn't been for the detestable 
bombast which, I believe, Mme. de Stael mistakes for eloquence. I 
read, thoroughly enjoying it, half of the first volume of Cardinal de 
Retz and Ducis’s Abujar, ou la Famille Arabe. 

On the other hand, I've thought a great deal. It seems to me that I’m 
recovering a bit from the literary nonsense I got from the host of minor 
artists I used to read indiscriminately. My way of thinking is acquiring 
more truth, forcefulness and profundity. The mercantile spirit, which 
calculates everything and is enthusiastic about nothing, is useful to me. 
I haven’t any desire to read the philosophers I already know, they’d 
put me back in the rut where I was six months ago. Yet, I’m tempted to 
reread Hobbes, as well as the thoughts I wrote out in Paris, in order 
to get whatever is good out of them. I might get one notebook of 
truths out of the ten or twelve of junk that I brought along with me; 
and that notebook would perhaps be again reduced next year when I 
see things with more profundity. 

H 
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Since my arrival, I haven’t read twenty lines of Racine, Corneille or 
Moline. 

Barral has written me four or five letters from aboard the Neptune, 
on which he has embarked. Crozet hasn’t written me since Grenoble. 
It seems to me that trade has given me a little curiosity about political 
events, while the habit of reasoning has given me a little contempt 
for the delicate articles of Le Publicistc, which I liked fairly well in 
Paris. 

9 Vendemiaire, XIV [October /].— Melanie told me that I saw that M, 
Wildermeth had some subtlety because he talked to Mme. Cossonier 
and Mme. Blanc. “Well, you^sce, he doesn't talk to me the way he does 
to them, he doesn’t say the same things to me.” 

From which I conclude that one of the most flattering things i 6 r 
women is to address them from the outset in a different sort of speech 
from that which they think you have with other women. 

Today I reread part of the notebook della Filosofia Nuova, written < 
in Mcssidor, Year XII. I found its contents very youthful, not very pro- 
found, even not profound at all, they aren’t thought out: i believe that 
MY TALENT IS PERHAPS FOR BE THE BARD, but I feel that I lack philosophic 
genius (turn of mind). I believe I’ll have to apply myself seriously to 
ideologie and to rereading the philosophers. 

Besides that, there’s the arrogance of ignorance in this notebook. I’m 
more satisfied with my notebook of poetry. 
ij Vendemiaire [October 9]. — Simple [Mante] said some things that were 
very jejune tonight. It appears that, pretending (or believing) “it 
doesn’t, mean anything,” diat “they’re only bits of nonsense” (these are 
his terms), he’d permit himself to do many things that are opposed to 
delicacy, and even to honor, if he felt like it. In this respect, Melanie 
regards him as completely dishonored. 

The subject came up in connection with the matter of opening Mme. 
Quesnel’s letters. Melanie’s look when I went in at half-past ten, a 
moment after the exit of M. de Saint-Gervais, she having already 
knocked three times. 

She was looking forward tn belling me right away aU she’d just heard; 
Mante, who followed me in, put a damper on everything. After his de- 
parture, as while he was present, she was distracted, she no longer 
talked to me with impetuosity. 

If I could get doiyn to writing four pages a day on M. de Saint- 
Gervais, I’d have a superb character in a short time. I must tell his story 
(but it’s for myself; if anyone ever finds this notebook, I beg him to 
stop here). 

Melanie didn’t believe me when I told her he was in love with her; 
his line is always the same, a few jokes— oqly a bit more oSeoloTt 
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*‘If a person could ask for somethings Fm sure I know what you*d 
ask for” 

“And what?” 

“Some bosom. Anyway, be consoled; that’s the shortcoming of women 
of quality.”^ Etc., etc. 

lliat appeared impertinent and was displeasing. 

“Love isn’t a natural thing, it’s the product of society.” 

Ever/ day he would give her a delicate little present: a coral necklace 
for the Saint-Nicolas Fair, some quail at dinnertime, a frock of em- 
broidered percale, purchased before her for five louis from Mme. 
Cossonier, a flask of tea, a bottle of old Malaga. 

^Always arriving with a ready-made compliment, this compliment 
frequendy a bad one, invariably inept; I’ve seen him ^y twice on the 
same occasion, at a week’s interval: ''Medicus sum, non sum coquinus. 
Do you know Latin? Etc.” That means absolutely nothing. From time 
to time, a timid face displaying emotion permitted me to see his love. 

At leqgth, about a week ago, I found Melanie very upset at six in the 
evening, she swore me to secrecy about what she was going to tell me. 

“M. de Saint-Gervais is in love with me.” 

“Aha, at last!” 

“The poor man touched me.” (And she was very much so: he’d pro- 
duced the impKssion of magnanimity in her heart.) 

M. de Saint-Gervais: “A very great misfortune has befallen me.” 

“Really? Is it something irreparable?” 

“Yes, I shall never see you again.” 

“What, you’ll never see me again!” (Turning around on the sofii, 
clasping her hands tightly and ending by taking one of his, which she 
squeezed.) 

“No, I’m leaving Tuesday for the Army of Germany. You know my 
position, when I left the service I was the senior brigadier of the Army. 
(Etc., etc., etc., etc.) Kellermann is my friend, he’s in command of an 
army corps in Strasbourg, and I’m leaving Tuesday. Anyway, I’d have 
been obliged not to see you any more. Since Fm leaving, I can confess 
to you: Fm in love with you. At my age, I well realize that I cannot 
entertain any hopes.” (Etc., etc., etc.) 

In a word, he played the modest, and so successfully that I found 
Melanie as affected as possible by his loftiness of soul. 

I shared this impression, but it lasted a shorter time with me than 
with her, because the self-interest of my love made me reckon too much 
with M. de Saint-Gervais to sympathize with him for long. 1 wasn*t at 
all jealous of Mdanie’s exaltation; I saw that this impression was a 
cold one, and, as it can’t be renewed daily in an intelligent woman 
^Mflante ws$ a fictle too thin even for Beyle's taste. 
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unless there are very real sacrifices, as it almost entirely excludes grace, 
I saw that this impression of admiration couldn’t last long. 

He came back the next day, spoke of his love and made a nuisance 
of himself at the end of a quarter of an hour; he let a day go by without 
speaking of it, and then he spoke of it again; he finally asked Melanie’s 
advice, and told her that perhaps it might be better to wait for Marshal 
Kellermanh’s answer before taking such an important step as to go 
away. Melanie began to have some doubts as to his sincerity. 

Since then, he’s pursued her to the point of becoming importunate. 
He used to see her a half or three quarters of an hour, from three to 
four or a quarter past four [sic] ; for the past few days, he’s been coming 
at two o’clock and even earlier, he returns in the evening and stays on 
interminably. He seeks to have the appearance of being a lover, con- 
tinually whispering to Melanie, and that right in front of me and M. 
Leases [Baux]. He scores up tallies over the latter in an outrageous 
way, endlessly talking of good manners and devoting the time to giving, 
lessons in them that he ought to use in practicing them.^ He’s taken 
the liberty of making the strangest declarations to Melanie. 

Having, moreover, previously advised Melanie to live with a man 
who would be good to her. 

“Love is an artificial sentiment that isn’t natural, it’s only love of self. 
— am generous with women, and known to be so; the benefits of my 
favors would follow you wherever you went.” 

In a word, all the remarks showing the most consummate vanity, the 
purest and most thorough; not the slightest sensibility tempers it. 

His. literary judgments are in harmony with his actions in showing 
this chairacter. “Crebillon is the most charming novelist in existence. 
Tanzai (ah, what 0 tale!) and Lc Sofa are delightful. Rousseau is lack- 
ing in taste.” Etc., etc. 

Tve been a fool not to write every evening. At length, yesterday, 
Tuesday, 16 Vendemiaire XIV, I came to see Melanie at four o’clock. 
Madelon [Melanie’s maid] said she went out at seven, she was at Mme. 
Cossonier’s. I heard her come in. I was jealous of M. Wildermeth and 
very angry. 

/ saw her, I could not help loving her, literally. She told me she was 
having one of her gloomy days, I urged her to come to the theater. The 
weather was so mild that we went to the Cours and as far as the end of 
the Allies de Meilhan, having gone to learn what had become of M. 
Truci, Junior, her doctor. She confessed to me during this charming 
walk that she had passed the whole day crying, at first sobbing so much 
that she was prevented from Crying, that she shut herself up from 

*Not bad. [Note by Beyle eight years later.] 
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everybody. M. de Saint-Gervais had come at one o*clock and made the 
strangest scene possible. He started by asking her for a moment’s audi- 
ence. 

“Pm ready to listen to you.” 

”But tell your maid to say that you’re not in. M. Baux or M. Beyle 
may come and interrupt me.” 

“. . . i can’t give an appearance of mystery when there is none. You 
may ulk as much as you wish, but I don’t intend to close the door.” 

“Not a woman in town would refuse me that.” 

ril continue tonight, Pm obliged to go out. At eleven o’clock, having 
reached a decision, Melanie calmed down completely. In my presence, 
she wrote M. White [Le Blanc] everything that had happened to her, 
that she was frightened; and it was true. M. de Saint-Gervais is the sort 
of man who would take her to an isolated house in the country, have 
her held down by four men, and violate her. He might do this with 
Cervoni with the aforementioned general, by whom he constantly 
swears, buy off Madclon and the whole household in order to have the 
appearance of success, and certainly to try to dishonor her when he sees 
that he isn’t able to have her. She’s going to tell the good Leases about 
M. de Saint-Gc»’ ais’s love at nine o’clock this morning. 

I was frightened myself in the Alices de Mcilhan when she repeated 
two anecdotes that M. de Saint-Gervais had told her, undoubtedly with 
a purpose, but that look as though they were true. He confesses that he 
is vain, makes no bones about it, shows it by the strangest kind of con- 
versation. “Be it said without vanity, I have wit and social experience. 
Pm pleasing to women — I least I have the reputation of being so.” Pll 
take down his words textually. 

In Bne, this unprincipled man, possessed of a vanity that turns every- 
thing to misfortune, a mind best suited for vengeance, not a shadow of 
sympathy, of social experience, of consideration, might well be a deep- 
dyed scoundrel. 

4 Brumaire [October 26]. — I’ve just been to sec the role of Phaedra played 
BY Melanie. Pm learning to imagine a whole audience being mistaken, 
and consequently the opinion of a single man being worth more than 
that of two thousand, but, seeing Melanie abandoned by Leases, Little, 
AND ALL HER FRIENDS BUT Scym,^ I’vC thought that, CVCn AT Paris, SHE 
DID CAN WELL PERFORM AND NOT BE APPLAUSED. 

8 Brumaire [October 30]. — ^I’vc just been to Michel’s [reading room]. 
Excitement of all the readers over the victories at Ulm. 

77 Brumaire [November 8]. — ^Last night before going to bed we said we’d 

^The reference is to Beyle himself. Seym = Seymours, the name of his first 
dramatic attempt. 
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get up at seven o’clock this morning and go on an excursion and return 
at ten o’clock. 

This morning we got up at half-past eight and filled a black half 
botde with wine. I took it, I went to the pastry cook’s next door to 
Casati’s, where I bought two cold thrushes, a lark and two litde pies, 
one with jam and the other with cream. We reached the Montfuront 
fields by going across some private properties. We had a delicious lunch 
under a tree, enjoying that rustic and poetic happiness I’ve so often 
imagined, particularly at Saint-Vincent and in Italy. Under the tree, we 
left some bread and almost a whole pie, which we scattered about for 
the happiness of some birds. Here is how the Montfuront fields are 
laid out,. fi}ur regiments of dragoons could easily make a charge in 
them.^ 

After taking our time over the lunch, being fully conscious of our 
happiness, she dehghted with the fine weather and only complaining 
from time to time of the pain between her shoulders which she noticed 
yesterday as she was leaving the theater, we started making a tour of 
the fields. 

Two men, O and O’, who were talking, of whom O’ had a rifle, pre- 
vented us from going to the end of the fields on the north. We rested at 
R in a charming spot and at R’, our feet in the sun and our heads in 
die shade of the trunk of a large poplar. She told me that I looked as 
though I was dying to do that; it was true, but that wasn’t all I desired. 
I’d have liked a few more transports on her part— or, more exacdy, a 
few t^sports. As far as beauty was concerned, no one could be more 
fortunate ; I had, in a measure that surpassed my hopes, a sublime 
beauty, the grace of the most beautiful Grecian heads; but what I 
would have liked was a few of the transports that I imagined Angelina 
[Pietragrua] had. I was ready to soar, but, in order to do so, I had need 
of that (a remarkable thing in my love for her). 

While we were resting, at R I believe, I told her that her character 
was better adapted to love a man who inspired confidence and a certain 
admiration. At the word ";))Jmiration,” she burst out: 

‘Tve admired too much, my admiration is exhausted.” 

"You’re a clinging vine, you’ve attached yourself to a little tree, and 
the result is that you’re worried; what you need instead is a big tree in 
which you could have full confidence.” 

More or less diat. She said I was perfecdy rij^t. 

Talking about my love and M. Leases, we went as fer as L, to the 
gate. We returned by the line WW. I said that I would bet he addressed 

'Follows a tough sketch in the manuscript, to which the letters in the text refer. 
To the end of his life, Stendhal retained the habit of covering his manuscripts 
srith sketches ol the teeoes he waf describing. 
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her in the second person singular; she denied it, then admitted k; 
losing padence a li^e. “Well, yes, then, I address him in the second 
person singular.” 

She said it was a fine question to ask her if Leases had been hbr 
LoviNc; I repeated that Fd be delighted to learn that he was the one; 
she told me I could wait five montlis and a half if I wanted to, she 
asked me if I feared him at a distance of two hundred and fifty leagues^ 
I told her that he had addressed, her in the second person «ingiilar at 
least when he said, “I love you [Je imme\y 

“Oh yes,” she said, “we’re always quarreling.” 
t, “But the reconciliations . . .” 

“Do we become reconciled, then?” (For so little, she meant . . .) 

“But when you were mad at him?” 

She repeated a bit of conversation in order to cover up the gesture. 

“He took my hand, he kissed it, he bent over it, and I believe that 
he . that he . . . was crying, from the way he choked.” 

“I see.” 

That’s the general sense of the conversation. We went to the gate hC 
I went out, she didn’t. I said, in an attempt to make her tell me whether 
Leases was in the habit of addressing her in the second person singular, 
that several things would take place within me; I explained the me- 
ehanical effect tiiat would produce, and that existed — ^andl didn’t at all 
feel the things that I told her would happen or were happening. 

At length, at £, she said : 

“There’s the tree under which we ate our lunch,” pointing to P. I, 
who, as I passed, had remarked our pieces of gray wrapping paper 
under the tree H, and who moreover, recalling perfectly the scene of 
the lunch, saw clearly that it wasn’t P, said no. 

Everything that follows, with the greatest vivacity. 

Henri: “Let’s make a wager: if it isn’t that tree, you’ll tell me 
whether Leases addresses you in the second person singular; if it is 
that tree. I’ll do anything you wish.” 

“But what could I ask of you ? You have nothing to tell me.” 

* “Anything you want, I promise to tell you everything you ask me in 
the future.” 

“Well then, if it is that tree, you won’t sleep with me for five months 
and a half . . .” (stressing her words and observing me), “until our 
return to Paris. — ^Even if I beg you to, you’ll resist, you’ll be firm.” 

I pretended to hesitate a little; actually, I didn’t hesitate. In a strained 
manner, and a bit tragically: “Well, all right then; I promise.” 

At once I leaped over the ditch, I ran from ^ to P. I made sure it 
wasn’t our tree; on the way back, I saw the paper from our cream pie, 
I said to her, “It’s not that one, come and see the other.” 
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She returned slowly — pensive, inwardly upset. I leaped across the 
ditch at B, she passed it, she came within range of H. Then at 
turning back two paces after, she said: *'Well then, yes, he addresses me 
in the second person singular!" (Declamation of avowal, deeply felt and 
a bit restrained.) Wager at £. 

Immediately we became silent. She lowered her eyes, had a disturbed 
look, and tears even flowed from her eyes. 

Vm tired, Fll close asl have very little feeling anyway. 

She remained serious until the moment when, tying her shoe, I 
smiled at her; she smiled back at me. 

We separated in the Rue Saint-Ferreol. I returned at noon to the 
store, and, as there was nothing to do, I wrote this right away. 

Around 20 Brumaire [November //]. — ^Fetes two Sundays in a row. 

The first, at Arrailh, Mme. Cossonier, Melanie, Messrs. Saint-Gervais, 
Baux, Gamier and I. 

An impromptu party, gay because everyone satisfied his dominant 
passion. — Melanie became animated, was even prettier than usual, had 
that kind of grace which Mile. Mars, ordinarily so reserved, had for me 
in Les Folies Amoureuses. 

M. de Saint-Gervais, as pedantic and affected as ever; Mme. Cossonier 
didn’t become animated at all. Her behavior at the end of the meal ap- 
peared tame and like that of an old woman. 

I don’t know what was the matter with her, but she’s usually licen- 
tious in such circumstances. — She took me into her confidence. 

A veek later, Sunday, a party arranged in advance, the contrary of 
the first^ depressing. Everyone was irritable. We went to La Renarde. 

Six hours in the carriage; the ladies, going, and I, returning, were 
sick to the stomach. A good dinner next to the column in the Rue 
Paradis. They talked of nothing but me, a brilliant role in a sense, and 
one which offended Saint-Gervais (the perfect example of the vain 
man, worthy of the stage; his character is really sufficiently unadulter- 
ated for that, the only thing lacking is a plot that would completely 
develop it). 

A brilliant but very awkward role in my position. I assailed false 
love, analyzed the true, and saw nothing but temperament and vanity 
in that, which made me seem insensitive to our four guests, who sus- 
pected me of being the amante riamato di Melanie. 

Carried away by vanity without realizing it, I was foolish enough to 
let them talk about me. " 

Baux was simple and asinine^ pretty much of a fool. 

Mme. Cossonier stood up for me, pretending to be my dupe. Melanie 
was grateful to her for that. 
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Gamier, silly as a goose, led me on and repeated thirty times that 1 
wasn't showing my hand. 

Saint-Gervais played host at the dinner, and a fortnight later, having 
lost hope of succeeding with Melanie, called on his guests to pay for it. 

Since then. I’ve drunk punch and flaming rum and brandy two or 
three times with Mme. Cossonier and Rosa; I could have the latter 
without the least trouble, but non poglio esser infedele alle dive, e mi 
disgusta [I don’t want to be unfaithful to the goddess, and she disgusts 
me]. 

22 Brumaire [November /j]. — T he ' GeQrier ,Bcdl.—hx. half-past nine, 
Mante and 1 went to M. Baux’s in the pouring sain, just about the first 
trince my arrival in Marseilles. Our stockings were so wet that Mante 
went to get some others. At about a quarter past ten^ we reached the 
home of Mme. Geffrier, who was giving a ball for the whole town. 

Asininity of most of the men’s faces. — ^Idiotically vain appearance of 
the young men. — Crozet the younger, alone, the gracious manners of a 
Parisian. — ^His elder brother, the best manners of the ball. Wildermeth 
would have »hem too, were it not for his consummately cruel face. — 
Belville danced very well, the steps of the gavotte well, but a bit awk- 
ward and bashful in the body. 

Birdlike high spirits of Mme. Blanc, who looked as though she 
wanted to be i.« everything for fear of not being in anything. 

Mme. Thibaudeau’s appearance of a gawky wench, especially strik- 
ing while she was dancing. Idiotic dignity, self-satisfaction. 

General Cervoni, like all athletic figures, improves when seen at 
close range; his face has character, of the kind of the salesman Rossi’s, 
but looks cleaner. 

We left at two o’clock. It seems to me that balls bore me. I’d soon be 
boring at them.- 1 danced only one quadrille. 

[Frimaire\, — ^Mme. Cossonier is lewd in the full meaning of the word 
after three glasses of flaming rum; after one, she’s only gossipy. During 
the first session, she told us the whole story of her divorce, in the second 
that of her second child’s death. 

She’s been making advances to me since around i Frimaire, and 
wants to have me. — jealousy of Melanie that love me more for that. 

2/ Frimaire [December /a]. — e’ve been reading a lot of Tracy’s Logique 
since 14 Brumaire, XIV. I started it again today, 21 Frimaire. 

I’ve closely observed Saint-Gervais, Baux, Mme. Cossonier, Meunier; 
these are four good characters. I’ve put several of my observations in 
my letters to the discerning and sensitive Crozet. 

I agree with Tracy : nosce te ipsum, know thyself, is a source of happi- 
ness. 

//• 
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Tve often thoi^t I had passions that I really didn’t have in my life 
from Year X to the middle of Year XIU, the time in what i began to 
LOVE Melanie. 

This erroneous belief has caused me to lose much time and has given 
me many moments of despair. 

But love (as it is understood by Cabanis) formed the prime mover of 
my character, the other passions could do no more than distract me 
from it 

The love of glory has again -taken the upper hand; it has made me 
read Tracy. 

I must now fathom an old judgment which, I believe, is but one-of 
Condillac’s ideas: it was that it’s useless to read books of logic; it’s 
essential to try to reason correctly, and that’s all. 

The rules that Tracy prescribes at the end of his Science ie Nos 
Moyens de Conncitre are so simple that I can quite well try to put them 
into practice. They consist in retracing the memory of the thing on 
which one wishes to reason, and then in being careful to see that the 
subject always contains the attribute given it. 

All our errors come from our memories. Therefore, it’s an immense 
advantage to have a good memory. I have, I believe, a very good one: 
Crozet calls Beyle “the man with the terrible memory.” I must culti- 
vate mine, not by learning things by heart, but by practicing recalling 
facts with all their circumstances. 

2^ Frimaire [December ry]. — ^At Mme. Cossonier’s, I suggested giving a 
comedy. They spoke of La Petite Vtlle; Mme. Cossonier put some 
rougp on me. I got away at eight to go to get Lambert at the theater. 
He . . '. (Madelon interrupted me here, and I went to spend the eve- 
ning with Mflanie. I rehearsed her in Andromaque, which she’s play- 
ing tomorrow; afterward, while she was removing the peplum from 
her dress, I read the first volume of Marmontel’s Memoires, which I 
read last year in a very different situation. 1 made some tea, which I 
took with some fresh butter patties. I returned at midnight, and am 
writing this on Monday, 25 Frimaire, Year XIV.) 

He introduced us at the home of M. Truchet, a retired trader living 
on his income, as they say, and giving five times a week— especially on 
Thursdays and Sundays — an evening’s entertunment that costs him 
about four livres, an entertainment for twelve or fifteen rather bour- 
geois and ridiculous girls and as many young men, among whom the 
outstanding guests are Lambert and Lafor^t, aide-de-camp of General 
Calvin, lulled at h^ncio.l 

Whno. thev don't ^ve parties costing two thousand ecus ot whtn 

^Bourgeois Modety, most inanely bourgeois Fve ever seen. [Note by Beyte.] 
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witty people aren't present, I prefer the good-naturedness of this party 
of young girls to that of mature women. 

That’s probably because of my bashfulness. Second cause: the desire 
to observe natural diaractcrs, not at all polite through social experience, 
and beginnmg to be developed. 

I danced a quadrille. I played bouillotte. 

All that is gay, animated, but asinine. However, I’ll return there with 
more pleasure than to any other place where I’ve been introduced. 

December 24, ibo$.—Ot rather, the 25th, since it’s half-past two. Mante, 
Mademoiselle Rosa and I spent the evening at Mme. Durant’s, drink- 
ing punch, tea and flaming rum. We Were going to midnight Mass, but 
everybody told us there wasn’t any. 

That's precisely the happiness I wanted last year at the same period 
in my loneliness in my room. Rue de Menars, No. 9. It gives you an 
occupation, but doesn’t satisfy. What I might still desire is that, instead 
of Mante, who was half asleep, and Mademoiselle Rosa, who is stupid, 
there had been seven or eight amiable men. 

THE NEXT NiGHT WAS PERFECTLY HAPPY; THE MORNING, TWO IN THE 

ARMS OF Melanie: voluptuousness and happiness. 

It seems to me that the passion for the fame quiets down only to 
burst forth anew. 

I’m rereading Tracy’s Logique, I began this author December 31, 
1804. He’ll have been of the greatest usefulness to me; I owe the fact of 
having read him to the hazard of having become friends with Mante. 

At half-past two, after everybody (Rosa and Mante only) had left, I 
went up again to Mme. Cossonier’s to ask her for a candle; a formal 
nuance in her manner, quite natural therefore when one is tactful. 
She’s been making advances to me for two months in a marked way. 
This evening, Rosa desired me. 

December 25. — A superb Christmas Day, the sky a beautiful clear blue, a 
little cloudier, however, than two months ago, but this almost imper- 
ceptible cloudiness isn’t to be compared with the cloudiness of Paris. 
Two days of rain and five or six of clear cold — that’s the weather we’ve 
hgd up to now. It has frozen twice, I beheve. 

Christmas Day we go, Melanie and i to Arrailh. A day of surprises. 
In the morning, Mante entering the salon by the corner facing the sea; 
slightly JEALOUS she was more amiable for [in order to] counterbalance 
HER rivsJ. 

In the evening, one leg on my lap: “May I come in?’’— It was Mme. 
Cossonier, who’d taken advantage of (he fact diat the door was a^at. 
Dryness of Mdlanie’s “yes.’’— “I’ll leave . . .” Mme. Cossonier let her 
aoger be seen a moment, tHen recovered her natural manner. 
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It appears that she has the greatest control over herself, she says noth* 
ing would stop her from getting revenge. 

FOR PLEASING TO Mflanie, I HAVE missed three or four days of going 
AT HER CHAMRER [Mme. Cossonier’s] for her lesson. She can’t hide her 
spite, she continually complains, and said to me before Melanie, “I’m 
choking with anger.’’ There’s nothing official, however, everything’s 
in hints; even less than that, in allowing things to be understood. 

8 Nivdse [December 29].— This evening in Melanie’s dressing room, she 
and Rosa appeared as though they wanted to talk to me in quite a clear 
manner about Melanie. It appears that she’s talked about me a bt with 
Rosa. “He’s capricious, eccentric . . .’’ She tapped me lightly on the 
head.' 

As Rosa was on me, she pinched me. We had spoken jokingly of 
jealousy. I said, "/r'r out of jealousyi" She hid her feelings, but the 
word appeared to sting her. She told me several times that she’d get her 
revenge for it. We’ll see. She repeated for the tenth time that every 
night, as she goes to bed, she looks at my door. 

December jo . — I must be sober if I want to retain the use of my mind: the 
least disturbance in my stomach has an influence on my head, makes it 
ache, or prevents me from seeing my ideas clearly through a disorder 
of another kind. Bitter chicory restores the use of my mind, and, as the 
free use of my mind is one of the things I desire the most, it makes me 

gay- 

Saw Tancride played, went to Mme. Pallatd’s at half-past nine, found 
Mme. Cossonier there, who came in with Mante and Gamier, played 
bouillotte. Observed Wildermeth, he was courting Mme. du B 4 ton, not 
frivolously but with the tenderly attentive appearance of a man who’s 
smitten; but his manner was elegant as usual. 

I left at midnight, having discussed Shakespeare a moment with 
M. Samadet 

Wildermeth carries on his courtship according to my rules of last 
year, as it should be done with lofty souls. By letting it be seen that 
he’s deeply smitten, he offers himself with the merit he has, he isn’t 
agr^ble directly, and it’s to be feared that the woman won’t believe 
you to be more amiable after you’ve won her. 

The rule of continuous amiability has the opposite advantages, but 
it hasn’t the look of being smitten, amiability in this case appears an 
inanity to lofty souls. 

Perhaps it’s necessary to mix the two appearances, forming the base 
of the one that is anabgous to the person’s dominant characteristic. 
Lott day of the year 1805 and of the republican calendar: 10 NivSse, Year 
Xiy.—Vye received 100 feus that my gkeat father give to me for my 
PAVGRTER. I DID PERT [I OWe] 120 TO THE HOUSE [Meunier’s firm], AND I 
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SPEND THIS EVENING THIRTY IN GOODGOODS [bonboos] FOR Mclaoie AND 

MISTRESS Cossonier. 

WHAT A DIFFERENCE bctWCCn THIS DAY AND THE SAME, THE NEXT [last] 
year! THE HALF A livrC TO GIRL OF THE GATE. 

(Wrote what follows January i, 1806, at noon) : 

I’m far happier than last year. I went to see Melanie and Mme. 
Durant at the theater, where they were giving Les Deux Petits Savoy* 
ards; we sat through it rather gloomily. From there, we returned, Mme. 
Durant and Garnier went to Melanie’s. Ppnderousness and inane 
stupidity of Garnier. 

kissed Melanie at midnight, being in her bed with her. 

Reading the third volume of Jacques le Fataliste, a work which pro- 
duces the effect of the most agreeable wit on me, I thought two days 
ago about what wit is. Here’s what it seems to be: 

Wit consists of speech composed of more or less subtle and more or 
less lengthy enigmas. 

That’s ''vit proper, the ultimate nuance of laughter. Taken alone, it 
would soon be boring, it’s usually to be found mixed with grace. 

What a difference between my fate today and on December 31, 1804! 
I saw Mile. Loup-^n for the first time at Desnerf’s [Dugazon’s], I 
went to Philinte» which filled me with enthusiasm. With my love of 
virtue, I went in thin-soled shoes to Courcier’s at eleven o’clock at night, 
I returned to read sixty pages of IdSologie in my room, Rue de Menars. 

I was too sensitive to the things of society (the little events at 
Desnerf’s) to be able to observe them. It seems to me that I observe 
better now: the Logique [of Destutt de Tracy] has done me a great 
service. 


1806 


January /. — ^I got up at eleven, we take the resolution to draw up con- 
stitutions for our instruction. 

January 6. — I’m writing this on my window by moonlight without being 
cold; I can see fairly well, I left my lamp with Melanie. 

After the theater, I went to the home of Mme. Pallard, who had com- 
pany. At the same time, I took her some bonbons. I had a moment of 
embarrassment before going in, fearing it was improper to give them to 
her before other people. 

Nonsense: I went in with my bonbons, and chance produced the 
right thing to say. 
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January y.—l wrote to M. Daru today, and to Mme. Daru yesterday. 

Saturday night, January 4, 1 had possibly the most violent burst of 
passion Tve ever experienced. It was so violent and left me so litde 
liberty to be attentive that, although only three days have passed, I've 
almost forgotten it. 

The passion that was brought into play was ambition. A letter re> 
ceived from my grandfather a day or two before aroused it The word is 
apt here: I was readiifg VAvare, I had thoroughly appreciated the first 
acts; the letter arrived, I read it out of a sense of duty, I then went back 
to my book, but I was no longer attentive, I began imagining the happi' 
ness I would experience were I an Auditor in the Council of State or 
anythiQg'else. 

I turned over these feelings in my soul. Finally, Saturday evening, 
dining with Melanie contrary to my habit, I should have been the 
happiest of men through love; it seemed to be entirely extinguished, 
and gradually I became full of a mad and almost furious ambition. I’m 
ashamed to think of it, I found myself considering the most ambitious 
actions I know. 

In order to portray an ambitious man, you must assume that he 
would sacrifice everything to his passion; well. I’m 'ashamed to say it 
but I was like that Saturday evening, i did think to sposar my ou> 
vicina for having per me il credito dei suoi brothers [I thought of 
marrying my old neighbor in order to win the credit of her brothers]. 
I felt myself capable of the greatest crimes and infamies. Nothing mat- 
tered any longer. My passion goaded me on. I was perishing from rage 
at the thought of doing nothing at the very hour for my advancement. 
I’d have taken pleasure in beating Melanie, with whom I was. The next 
day my passion diminished, the second day it became reasonable. I’m 
still thinking of it today, January 9; it’s in vain that I read Saint-Simon 
in order to see what I’d have to submit to in becoming an Auditor of 
the Council of State, nonetheless, at the bottom of my heart, that’s what 
I want. 

January 9.— At half-past four, beginning of the most profound grief with- 
out despair, a dismal disgust, dejection with nothing vigorous, after 
HAVING SEEN M 61 anie, what had spoked to me of her WANT OF MONEY 
FOR UVINO at PARIS, AFTER HER DEPARTURE FROM THIS COUNTRY. SHE WAS 

sad. I GO AT MISTRESS Durant’s chamber, her she doc distracted her a 
moment; mister xjeases come in. 'There was a bit of intentional detach- 
ment with very little feeling of anger, she again became sad. 

For the past three days. I’ve had a very violent cold that partially 
paralyzes my brai^ prevents me from sleeping, etc. 

iDuring the past'fortnight. I’ve unconsciously follen into the habit of 
not talking to Melanie any more, being disgusted with h^r slowness 
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and those remarks which, after keeping you waiting for a couple of 
minutes, have no particular meaning. I’ll ^ve to tell her that this sad- 
ness comes or MvsBtp. 

Reading Saint-Simon (I, page 376), I think: 

History, Christian Re/igron.— It makes true virtue inaccessible 
through' reasoning. 

Since the priests have warped their dogmas, and even formed some 
of them, for the purpose of flattering the kings, this religion, one of 
. whose principal advantages is supposed to be to bring the truth to the 
attention of the kings, can tell them nothing but what is harmful, as 
happened to the Due de Bourgogne. 

G>nsultation of the Sorbonne, which allayed the fears of Louis XIV 
when he was alarmed at a new tax, by demonstrating to him that all 
the property aind subjects belonged to him. 

This morning January 9, while I was reading the newspapers at 
Michel’s, the latter, with his bombastic and serious eloquence, brought 
in a poor litde girl with disheveled hair and an expression of astonish- 
ment who had just seen her foster mother murdered by her brother. 
The brother, pursued, killed himself. 

Tonight at M.ne. Cossonier’s, tales of robbers and murders which 
distracted Mflame, who could not be touched (at that moment, I am 
sure) by anything moving outside of similar tales. 

January ao.— Blanchet (of Voiron), contractor for the hospiuls of Tou- 
louse (a coarse man, but with wit in his coarseness, who stole, in this 
and the fodder business, 200,000 francs in Italy, of which he squandered 
loojooo) was Meunier’s guest. I had already eaten, I didn’t sit down at 
the table, all through the meal I read Cinq Annies Littentires, a sort of 
journal without any profundity, without even any flashes, the pleas- 
antry of last century; at the end of the lunch, bored by my inane book, 
I joined the conversation a moment. 

I soon saw that in Blanchet’s opinion I had an immense value be- 
cause of the look of restraint and of difficulty in concentrating that my 
reading had given me all through the lunch. 

He spoke to me lengthily of the education he was giving his two 
children. I saw that he saw the truth, but had never sought it in books. 
Soon he was no longer talking to the others, and was only talking to 
me. Meunier took on his cold and serious appearance, beneath which 
I detect passion. He flushed from time to time, he was humiliated by 
the subject of the conversation and the redoubled interest Blanchet 
diowed a short time after starting to talk to me; like Blanchet, he’s 
coarse, all his moods are quite viable. 

His litde eyes flashed and gave a bit of expression to his face, which 
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is really that of a hospital treasurer, of a low rogue gnawing the meat 
of the poor patients and possessing the cruelty needed for that. He 
[Blanchet] told me that his children were very good musicians, that 
they were in the fourth grade, writing Latin verses and learning Eng- 
lish. The poor man spares nothing to give them a good education and 
make well-hred men out of them; he told me that one of them had the 
character of Pasquin, seeking only to make others laugh, while the 
eldest had nothing of all this; that the eldest would be excellent in the 
manufacturing business; that he sometimes listened to them when they 
were in bed. 

The eldest: “When you’re married, your wife will lead you by her 
apron strings. If I had a wife. I’d take good care of her. I’d be very care- 
ful of her. I’d take her her coffee in bed, but she wouldn’t lead me 
around. You only try to make other people laugh, etc.” 

Blanchet told me that the upper schools were places of corruption, 
that his children remained eight months in the one here, and that, 
when he came to see them, they said to him, “Papa, take us away from 
here, they do horrible things that we can’t tell you, etc.,” and he took 
them away. 

He said he saw the eldest losing his health. He took him aside and 
said, “You touch yourself, etc.,” the whole thing laughingly. “I’m my 
children’s confidant, I’ve made myself their best friend.” The youngster 
said it was true, but it was too strong for him: “Well, sii, have your^ 
brother tie your hands behind your back every night.” The youngster 
did so, and since then he has completely regained his health. 

Blanchet stressed the fact, and repeated it several times, that when 
they asked him for money he gave them some at once — one sou, two 
tous. “I ask them what they want it for, etc.” 

The rigid economy of a man who has made his fortune. 

Well, there’s a man who has excellent intentions for his children’s 
education, he puts their instruction ahead of everything, then their 
present conduct, and he pays scarcely any attention to the formation of 
their characters; in 2006, he would be primarily concerned with this 
important objective, and he would have detailed historical treatises 
read to them, from each anecdote of which a Helv^tius-like character 
would be taken, he would teach them to reason by showing them what 
they do by reasoning; the usual reading of these children would be 
Tracys and Helv^tiuses spripped of everything these philosophers have 
put down to combat the errors of their predecessors. 

For all his care, poor Blanchet will perhaps have nothing but asses 
for children, and will consequently conclude that education is useless: 
Tve given them an excellent one, and yet they haven’t any intelli- 
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gencer He and those others who have followed this education will be 
thoroughly convinced of the truth of this falsehood. 

My happiness has increased through the loss of my virtuous indigna- 
tion; I scarcely have any -more regrets for the republican calendar. Is 
this because I have grown reasonable^ or merely because my love of the 
country* has decreased ? 

Three quarters the latter cause, I believe, and the other quarter the 
first. 

January 2^. — My twenty-third birthday. Agreeable. I went (at one o’clock) 
with Meunier to the warehouse he wants to rent for his brandies, op- 
posite the chateau that can be seen from the start of the road to l.a 
Pomme. An elevated situation, view of all the country homes arranged 
like an amphitheater, lit up by' the setting sun. 

I thought of Letcllier. Engaged in manual labor for two hours; pleas- 
ures of the mind keenly enjoyed after this distraction. Means of happi- 
ness. It^*- ne cessary, I believe, that the physical labor be shared with 
another and have a useful purpose. 

In the evening, I spoke of debauchery before Melanie, that increased 
her love and, as a result, my own. A truth to be developed, and one that 
I’ve remarked ^or the past month. 

January 24 . — I must write out a description of the manners and morals of 
Marseille; undoubtedly, it will be far from perfect, and even from the 
sort of thing I’ll be able to do ten years from now when I have acquired 
the habit of seeing the boundaries of truths, or of not letting myself be 
carried away by my imagination, and of attaching a constant and de- 
terminate sense to each word expressing a character nuance. 

My principal, study should be to know and determine the sense of 
these words. That’s one of the most useful works for the fame and, in 
THE same time, FOR THE CONDUCT. 

I must compose this Marseillais character from what Samadet and 
Mme. Cossonier tell me, obtain some enlightenment from Baux, 
Samadet, Tivollier and Meunier, and study it in Gamier, the only 
Marseillais I see regularly. When I travel, once I am wealthy, I should 
see scarcely anyone but the people of the region, at least during the 
first month, in order not to let myself be influenced in my views by out- 
siders living in the region. 

I must write out a description of my days last summer and of my 
days at the present time in order to draw a good picture of myself. 

January 26.— January 23, beginning of energy; I recaptured my ardent and 
somber soul, loving comic profundity, choloric, going to the bottom of 
ideas with vigor, will, impetuosity. A result produced by an excellent 
cup of coffee at Mme. Cossonier’s. 
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But today, the 26th, the same state continuing^ a pain in the mesen* 
tery.* While in this state, I should accustom myself to the happiness 
OF LOVE, which I have so much desired and which has given me so much 
melancholy. 

January 23 and 24, superb sunshine, not a cloud in the dty, it was Ux) 
hot in the sun; today, ^e evening of the 26th, it has rained all day and 
I wotildn’t be able to stand a fire. Magnificent weather, a winter passed 
incognito, I suffered from cold only in Brumaire, before Meunier re- 
signed himself to lighting the fire. Back in Paris, 111 often regret this 
weather. 

There has just been a scene in the house. A man asked for M. N., on 
the fifth floor; he went and listened at the door; fearing that he was a 
thief, someone lit up the hallway; forced by that, he went in and began 
boxing a woman who was there and who said, “Stop it!” He sent hey 
packing down the stairs by means of kicks in the backside; on the floor 
helow, he gave her such a violent one that he made her miss an entire 
flight; she tumbled with her head against the door of the main salon. 
The four servant girls of the house (Victoire, Rosette, Madelon and 
Rosette’s sister, who’s pregnant) witnessed the whole business; they 
thou^t the poor wretch was going to break her neck, so great were her 
Ms. 

This spectacle delighted Mme. Cossonier, it amused her, gave her a 
thrill. Viemire was amazed by it, as I am by a good tragedy. Madelon, 
who was superior to 'the sensation, not being concerned with it like 
little Victoire, was furious not to have been able to collar the man. 

The poor litde woman’s host was too much of a coward to defend 
her. 

She was a dressmaker, possibly twenty years old, very pretty, Vic^ 
toire said, abeady with plenty of experience. If we’d arrived a minute 
sooner, Mante and I would have run into the people on the stairs. 

I don’t know who it was that said Victoire was the daughter of Mme. 
Cossonier, who had her before her marriage, being still a spinster. Pm 
father inclined to believe in an accident of this kind, but there’s no 
proof. 

Under my window yesterday I saw a dead man whose bier was 
open; you could see his fece, his crossed hands, covered with a drape, a 
small cross at his breast. That made my blood run cold. At the dinner 
table (a quarter of an hour later), I mid a smry, and, as I was telling 
i^ identified myself with the situation of the hero; that^ or rather the 
pleasure of seeing the story succeed, eg rather that and the pleasure, 
distracted me. 
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The spectacle of a harmonious household makes respectable women 
gain in value. Tivollier beside his wife, who was stretched out on a 
cushioned armchair because .of her grippe. His pleasure. That's as 
much of an argument in her favor as her zeal in playing cards every 
day makes her appear disagreeable to me. But such occasions are rare, 
and the card-playing is an everyday affair. 

January 28 . — ^Here is my life during the past two months; I get out of 
MY BED at nine, ten or eleven o’clock, I go to the office, I have lunch, I 
read in front of the fire, I copy some entries, a page every other day, 
out of the scrapbook into my diary; when there arc two or three pages, 

enter them in the large book. I’ve gone out to collect money two or 
three times. I’ve got a score of kegs out ot the customs, 1 went once to 
the warehouse past the Cours Gouife. 

For the past month. I’ve been going fairly often to take a demitasse of 
coffee at Casati’s. For the past month,^ I’ve been going to Michel’s to 
read the papers. This poor man is becoming insane through his foolish- 
ness, which is driving him to melancholia. I’ve been twice to read at 
the club, for which M. dc Saint-Gcrvais gave me a card. I’m afraid of 
being importunate. 

At four o’clock, I go back to Melanie’s, sometimes to my own room; 
I go to dinner at half-past five, and usually find dinner already started. 
After dinner, at half-past six or seven, I used to go to Mme. Cossonier’s, 
then to the theater. The past week, following the suspension of the 
performances, I haven’t been going so often to see Mme. Cossonicr, 
who always overwhelms me with compliments on my hands. I pass 
the evening with Melanie until half-past twelve or one o’clock. When 
M. Baux comes, I read in my room from seven until eleven or 
half-past. 

I bought six livres’ worth of firewood, which I won’t be able to use 
up. It was due to my delay in making this purchase that I caught the 
grippe January 6 while writing in this notebook by moonlight. It 
lasted ten days. 

28. In the Moniteur, I read an important declaration on the freedom 
of the press. 

Anything may be printed, but the author takes the responsibility for 
his book. He is accountable for it to the courts, in accordance with the 
law, or with a decree of His Majesty. The offenses are ro outrage 
morals or to attack the sovereign authority. The government, like 
virtue, should hold itself between extremes {Moniteur, January 22). 

Last night, observed at Tivollier’s the asininity and prattle of Mme. 
Hornbostel. She lives in the most extreme frugality, she’s a widow and 
has six children, only one of whom is in a position to earn any money. 
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He*s at TivoUier’s. This Tivollier is the kindest man Fve ever seen. 
Taking Mme. Hornbostel home, he talked a bit smuttily to her; he 
justifies himself by claiming that what he says is true, that at bottom 
she thinks the same as he. The poor woman was embarrassed. 

That’s exactly the way I talked two years ago when I didn’t know 
what vanity was. 

Mme. Hornbostel tajked for twenty minutes to Tivollier and me, and 
told me forty pieces of nonsense, that Voltaire started 2 cdre at the age 
of eighteen in the monastery where he was brought up. 

Tivollier had a woman of Grenoble for four years without anyone 
suspecting it. But, to do so, he could never be at ease: nearly always 
dog-fashion, behind the door, with his coat on. ”A thousand times, I’ve 
buttoned up my breeches as I walked about the room in front of the 
husband, when he returned unexpectedly.” 

Once you have a woman, she’s more imprudent than you. 

January jo. — was able to work only a minute on Letellier. Melanie 
wanted to go for a walk at three o’clock. 

Tivollier promised to have me to dinner with a M. de Saint-Amin, a 
quack who is, I believe, a M. Renard of Grenoble, and who is an eccen- 
tric in the bargain, so it seems. He wasn’t able to have him yesterday. 
Consequently, there were at table Samadet, Jacques Pey, Tivollier, 
Victor, Mme. Seraphin, Seraphin and I. The dinner was a good one, it 
amused me greatly and was very good for me. 

February 2 . — ^i have done that two times, after that at mid-day we are 
GONE 70 the passagicr, we went as far as the mill in the Montfuront 
fields, passing over the plain in one of the most violent mistrals I’ve 
seen since I’ve been here, but she did will [she wanted to go]. 

I was dying from cold, she wasn’t any too gay, somewhat nettled 
over the affair of Mante, which I told her about, not lending herself to 
any conversation that might have satisfied us a bit. After being chilled 
to the bone by the wind, being cold, having a headache, an arid heart 
and desiring nothing, I went to take a demitasse of coffee. 

We saw some almond trees in bloom. We talked of the man who 
died of love for her, his name was Dacier, Daussy, or something like 
that. We’re going to the masked ball tonight. 

February 2.— Mme. Cossonier ejected from the ball.— Yesterday, the ist, 
there was a subscription ball at the Fran^ais. Mante went to it with 
Mme. Cossonier; a minute after their arrival, the committee members 
summoned Mante, and, with all possible decency, even with some em- 
barrassment, asked him by what right he was at the ball. This point 
cleared up, Mante having told them the truth, they said that Mme. 
Cossonier would not be permitted to stay sli the ball. Mante went to tell 
her thaty as his ticket wasn’t good, he couldn’t stay, and adked her if Ac 



1805-6 GRENOBLE — MARSEILLE — GRENOBLE 209 

wanted to stay; she said no, pretending to take what he said at its face 
value. 

News of this affair spread like the devil. Today, it’s the main thing 
they’re talking about in connection with the ball. After telling Melanie 
about it this morning, Mmc. Cossonicr asked her not to speak of it to 
Mante because he would feel badly about it. 

Mme. Pallard and M. Baux were told that I was the one who took 
Mme. Cossonier. M. Baux said that that was impossible because he saw 
me in my street shoes at half-past ten last night, the time the scene 
took place. 

Lambert and he are of the opinion that Mante oughtn’t to have stood 
'’'for Mme. Cossonier being put out, and that, rather than standing for 
it, he ought to have put up a fight. That’s my opinion too. 

I believe it wasn’t through outright cowardice that he acted as he 
did, but through childishness, lack of character, stupidity. 

They say that Mme. Cossonier lives publicly with M. Gamier. At the 
ball th^re were a score of women who are wenches just as openly as she, 
but they have husbands, they pay their respects to society by concealing 
themselves. 

A fortnight ago, M. Baux of Toulon, going home at one o’clock with 
Mme. Cossonier and M. Gamier, was shocked to see M. Gamier go in 
with her. “That’s a bit too much,” he said. And yesterday Mme. Cos- 
sonier was put out of the ball. Society, which is merely vanity, offended 
by several acts such as the first, gets its revenge through the second. 

What’s more, all the women here have lovers in the sight and knowl- 
edge of everybody. Several of them allow themselves to be uken out 
of town, live three or four months with their lovers in Paris or else- 
where, and arc considered no less respectable for that. Very few of them 
haven’t been shown up at least once in their lives by some adventure 
that set tongues to wagging. 

Mme. Pallard, who teases M. Samadet publicly at her home before 
her two marriageable daughters and any other people who happen to 
be there, is admitted everywhere. She had Lambert ask me amicably 
for the details of what happened so that, if things had gone too &r, 
'she wouldn’t risk taking Mme. Cossonier to Mme. Filip’s tonight.^ 
That’s how Mme. Pallard treats Mme. Cossonier, who goes to her 
house every evening, and Mme. Cossonier always speaks badly of her, 
makes fun of her really hideous face, especially when she’s dressed up, 
and of her childish ways with M. Samadet, and of her dog Lutin, which 
she treats almost the same way. 

was mistaken. Mme. Pallard, on the contrary, proved herself to be on Mme. 
Cossonier's sid^ and wanted Gamier to avenge her; she said heatedly that; 
if it weren't for her daughters, she'd take her everywhere. [Note by Beyle.] 
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Her elder daughter Henriette laughs at every thing, and without ever 
saying anything herself. The other one is a fat stupid creature who 
never produces anything more than a silly smile. 

Mante is becoming duller and more thickheaded every day, say Mme. 
Cossonier and Melanie; unfortunately, that’s the truth, it seems to me 
he was better two years ago. His confidence in himself because of his 
philotophy and tdeolo^e keeps him from forming himself through 
social experience, results in his frequently being wrong, even with 
Meunier on business matters, keeps him from acquiring any delicacy, 
even causes him, I believe, to resist it. 

(February i.) Had coffee at Tivollier’s with M. Eynard, alias Saint- 
Amin, quack physicist, who gave a performance Friday at the Fran^ais, 
where F was. Ignorant of physics, uninventive in his tricks, performing 
them with gaiety; you can see that he’s having a good time, you can see 
that society has polished him as far as his speech is concerned, but no 
natural talent, no brilliant facility, no grace; good nature, an anxious 
look on his common face; you can recognize the Dauphinois stamp. 
This man needs two years of social experience in Paris. 

This Eynard used to be a criminal court judge in Nimes, he was a 
war commissary for fourteen years, so he says, in Italy, a lawyer, a cap- 
tain, and finally succumbing to his taste for the rank of a conjuror. 
Nothing brilliant that might make him succeed in this sort of thing, 
excessively common appearance. 

Funny little enthusiasm of Meunier, his little oldish face alight and 
quivering while talking to him about physics, a subject which, I believe, 
the 6nB understands about as much as the otlier. 

Tivollier thinks that Meunier is very well informed; in the land of 
the blind . . . , etc. Tivollier, perhaps without being conscious of it, 
at bottom aims at having the reputation of being quite a ladies’ man, 
he’s always talking to me about them, gives me methods. I ought to 
draw him out on this subject. 

(February 2.) I took-Mme. Cossonier and Mile. S. to Mme. Des- 
places’s masked ball, and from there to the ball at the Fran(ais. Com- 
ing home at ten o’clock, I read Euripides’ Alcestus to prepare myself 
for that of Alfieri. I find the dying words of Alcestus almost perfect. 

I had to leave my tragedy to get dressed. I entered Mme. Desplaces’s 
with boredom at a quarter past twelve with the ladies, they intrigued 
Lemey, who soon recognized them. Mme. Cossonier told me some 
anecdotes about Mme. Langlade: the lover’s room, 15,000 francs’ worth 
of furniture; the scissors pricks that she gives him on the thigh; when 
her husband goes to sleep, she leaves the house. I told that to Mme. 
Langlade, she was intrigued. 

I intrigued Lemey a bit about Mme^^Grimblo^ we changed masks, 
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we returned to Mme. Desplaces’s, there was no one left but the rabble. 
We went to the Fran^ais, ditto. We went home at half-past four, I ex- 
periencing only a very slight pleasure of vanity. 

A superb night, the moon lighting up the Alices de Meilhan, sharp- 
ness of the light, which made the shadows deep and hard. Thirty 
francs. 

The ease with which you recognize a person beneath his mask once 
youVe ilsed to doing it. 

I notice that I no longer have any enthusiasm for balls, masked or 
otherwise. 

February j , — ^Reading Le Publiciste, h saw the death of M. Mounier 
^Victorinc’s father], who died January 26. It affected me deeply. 

A story that would be curious to write, the one of this man who, from 
being the son of an obscure drapery merchant, suddenly became an out- 
standing member of the Constituent Assembly, waged civil war in the 
provinces, as he said to my uncle in front of me, went to establish a 
school ^t Weimar, was a Prefect and a Councilor of State. I should 
point out how each of these events was a product of his character, his 
mind and the circumstances. I should evaluate these things. His char- 
acter was more remarkable than his mind. 

There’s an interesting spectacle, a story I’d read with extreme pleas- 
ure. Poor Victorine is going back to Grenoble. What a comedown! 
What a misfortune! I must make her a friend of my sister. 

Mante is certainly an ass, he didn’t understand a single one of the 
reflections this event inspired in me, and they were just his kind of re- 
flections. His dullness comes from an extremely unfeeling heart and a 
slow mind; if there was a mechanism in him, it might accurately be 
said that it turns slowly and painfully. 

Mounier’s entire estate amounted to only 30,000 francs, according to 
what he told my uncle. 

(February 3.) My uncle sent me a copy of a tactful letter that he 
wrote in my behalf to Martial January 26. 

He told me, truthfully I believe, in speaking of my father: . . In 
spite of the mask (and perhaps genuine sensibility), he is governed 
mthout realizing it by a genuine passion for speculation and a future 
which diminishes the value of the present, etc.” 

That seems to me quite exact; in my opinion, much light is thrown 
on my father’s character by that of Meunier, a man who is sensitive, 
hypocritical, religious, egoistic, etc. I received a fine letter of affection 
from my father, I happened to glance at the closing lines, and I saw that 
Douenne had written and hadn’t yet been paid. That so disgusted me 
with the lofty phrases of sentiment that it still keeps me from reading 
the letter. 
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February 6.— In order to know yourself, it’s necessary to have gone 
through frequent alternations of happiness and unhappiness, and 
that’s something you can’t give yourself. 

(February 6.) I returned at a quarter past one from Mme. Roland 
Filip’s ball, where I went at a quarter to twelve. 

During, seven or eight days, I drank too much coffee, with the 
result that for the past two days I’ve had a slight headache in the 
evening; this state w^ coming to an end when I entered Mme. Filip’s. 
I don’t even know whether I ought to attribute to this (he boredom that 
remained with me throughout. The ball was a fine one, a few fresh 
faces, but not a single head that was beautiful in the manner of Raphael. 
Mile. Antoine, I believe, appears to be excessively coquettish, with 
large ihobile features that give her a kindly appearance. Mile. Baux, a 
pretty round apple; her immobile features portray nullity. Some 
women of thirty-five, ridiculous as soon as they start dancing. I played 
a hand of bouillotte, taking M. Samadet’s place next to Mme. Pallarff. 
All that didn’t liven me up in the least, I’d have needed some very 
amiable people to liven me up tonight. For some time, I observed Gen- 
eral Cervoni playing bouillotte; he yawned continually and looked like 
a consummate bore. Generally speaking, a word foreign to bouillotte 
was heard only at quarter-hour intervals. After an hour of this, the gen- 
eral went home. A fine sort of an evening for a man holding a position 
that has become important, who is envied and who undoubtedly con- 
siders himself happy! 

I’ll have to choose a role for the days when I go out into society feel- 
ing bored like this; I mustn’t take a role that’s too difficult, I wouldn’t 
carry it off. The role of a man of the most noble politeness would suit 
me fairly well. 

A button dropped off my coat, I thought of it several times during 
the evening, I’m only a fop when my dress is irreproachable. 

[End of February or March /].— ... at half-past one at Saint-Louis, I 
believe, a league from Marseille and half a league from the Vista, 

One of these days, the details of a leave-taking,^ its effect on those 
who leave. How to be at your best at a leave-taking, whether you are 
leaving or remaining— -something to study. Similarly, compose for my- 
self in advance the principal scenes of life. This is sad, but experience 
shov/s me the need of it. 

March 2 . — ^I wrote to Melanie. She left from Toucher’s, at Saint-Pire on 
Le jarret. A dinner for sixty-five people at three tables. 

I spoke a minute to Mme. . . • , the mother of Pauline and F61icit£, 
feeling Pauline’s backside and Felicity’s thighs; it would have been 
^Melanie left for Paris March i. 
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perfect if I’d had my thigh against that of Colette, the third daughter, 
as I had during dinner. 

Mme. Tivollfer continues to greet me in a very friendly fashion. I 
used to think that a year and a great talent would be necessary in order 
to have her. Perhaps I could have her without either in two months. 

March 4 . — I received a letter from Melanie dated from Aix which gave me 
the greatest of pleasure. Gamier came in to bore me half an hour at 
Meunier’s on the excuse of giving me fifteen livres ten sous from 
M. Samadet. I went to read the .newspapers: a French prince at 
Naples^; the death of Collin d’Harleville. I bought the Thioric des 
Sffitimcnts Moraux for ten francs. By midnight, I had already read 
forty pages of Sophie Grouchy’s Lettres. In the evening, I played six 
games of checkers with little Joseph Blanchet of Toulon. I played with 
pleasure, therefore gamblers aren’t ridiculous. 

March 9.— I bought Colle for six livres with the gained money, he still 
puts me in high spirits. 

What Snmadet told me is quite true. I don’t yet possess stability, the 
kind of stability that makes you want the same thing today that you 
wanted yesterday. 

I’m still in a state of ebullition, that’s the reason I’m trying to find 
myself. I mustn’t stop at what I believe myself to be. I must get over 
my arrogant pedantry before everything else. Where in the devil did I 
pick it up.^ 

March //. — ^I finished Miss Bellamy’s Memoirs in bed at seven o’clock this 
morning; I read these memoirs several years ago, and retained the idea 
that they contained nothing for me. The same passion (love of bardish 
fame) that made me judge them thus at the time now causes me to 
find a multitude of details in them that depict English manners and 
morals. 

Very useful reading as a comedy of character; I was carried along by 
a mild interest. A work written without vivacity, unfeelingly. And yet 
it seems to me that Miss Bellamy was a very lively person, she says so. 
She was a little brunette. It appears that English vivacity scarcely comes 
up to the common wit of a Frenchwoman. 

Englishmen have no prejudices against actresses. 

This reading is also very useful to me, as it gives me prudence. 

Debts were the cause of Mirabeau’s and Miss Bellamy’s unhappiness. 
I must be careful to make none. Up to now I’ve detested the very word 
prudence, I liked only enthusiasm. 

I’m starting [Adam] Smith, he’s an author who will be very useful 
to me. A year ago, my liking for enthusiasm of the Rousseau variety — 
minus the misanthropy — ^would have kept me away from him. 

Joseph Bonaparte had just been made King of Naples, 
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For Letellier. 

I’ve thought up some scenes, I believe thqr’re good ones. I’ll remain 
where I am until I can make the outline. I don’t feel any inclination 
to do so now. 

Yesterday, I went back to Mme. Pallard’s. I’m bored there, but it’s a 
house of very good breeding, and I’m warmly welcomed there. 

I want a lot to have a job in Paris, but I’m not counting nn it. Lone- 
liness frequently saddSens me, Melanie’s shortcomings are beginning to 
be effaced. 

It’s hard not to exaggerate the happiness you haven’t got. I’m going 
to read Smith. 

March went to Mme. Pallard’s after being half an hour at hfrne. 
Tivollier’s. Very well received by her. Guilhermoz pretended to be 
agreeable; being jealous of the way Mme. Tivollier received me, he 
exa gg erated while pretending to be agreeable, in general his features 
resembled gaiety, but, recalling my having been in the same position 
with AdMe, I very quickly recognized his position for what it was. 

From there to Mme. Pallard’s. Samadet’s incredible frivolity. He 
wants at all costs to make an effect, allows himself to be carried aivay 
by this sentiment, hasn’t enough social experience to conceal his self- 
esteeip. “I’m convinced that if we, the people of talent . . . (correcting 
himself), that, if a company of talented people, etc.’’ All that for the 
purpose of leading up to a subject of conversation in which he hopes 
to shine. He discourses, but doesn’t reply to what others say. 

Gamier was there. We talked of brave actions. 1 left him with that 
feelingfof grandeur, of enthusiasm, of fear (I haven’t the time to look 
for its real name) which is produced by extreme pleasure, and which I 
frequently experienced in childhood. After leaving him, everything 
appeared to me sublime — the rain, the house on the corner of the Rue 
Paradis and the Rue Sainte, which was dimly lit up. 

I went back home, I finished Mirabeau’s Lettres sur Berlin, I found 
them far below the opinion I had of them a year ago. They bored nie, 
there’s no pleasure in their information. Generally speaking, Mirabeau 
has fallen from the esteem my hatred of the numskulb gave me for 
him. 

I believe I haven’t found myself ye^ I don’t yet know what my char- 
acter will be; with my ambition, FU perhaps always bdieve that happi- 
ness lies somewhere else, therefore I’ll never rest easy until I’ve enjoyed 
everything. I’ll have to dioderate this gloomy disposition. 

(Thursday.) I wrote a letter without any gusto to the good M^nie. 

Smith (from page 125 to 160, 1 ) bored me so much by his dearth of 
clear-cut ideas, or the triviality fot me ti the ideas, that I was really 
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wretched. I fell asleep, and, when I woke up, I was still wretched. 
What susceptibility I 

Daru doesn’t answer my letters; that is, he doesn’t answer them 
satisfactorily; the same with Martial. He doesn’t want me, or, if he does, 
I’ll be tried out for a year or two in an office, otherwise I’ll be in Paris 
working in business with a salary of loo louis a year. Show me the way 
to happiness with that amount of money! Therein lies the great prob- 
lem of my life. As far as money is concerned, I’d be happy if I could 
live in Paris as I am doing in Marseille.^ 

March i 6 . — Rcmar^.— The end of this diary is cut up into various frag- 
ments, but the dates easily show what composes the picture of my life. 

(Saturday the 15th.) I went to Mme. Tivollier’s very well dressed, 
she didn’t appear to notice it, but she really treated me wonderfully to- 
day; she hasn’t done anything yet of her own accord, but she accepts 
my little attentions; I’m on quite, another footing with her than 
Meunien Ouilhermoz and Mante, who are nothing but spectators. 
Meunier and Guilhermoz sometimes intimidate me. 

(Sunday, the i6th.) I was rather bored this morning. I went for a 
three-hour walk with Lambert. Gamier stopped us for half an hour, 
he was dying of boredom. That stupid man isn’t insupportable, because 
he knows how to express himself; but no ideas, he’s dying of boredom. 
Lambert told me about the siege of Lyon (from inside the city), we 
dined together at Mme. Pallard’s. She thinks she can reason and mis- 
takes her personal feelings for the truth, she defends these with ill- 
humor, flies into a rage, her little eyes flash with dark fire. I observed 
this in the discussion about Carnot, who is a knave because he didn’t 
have her released under the Reign of Terror. I held myself in so as to 
spare her vanity, but not enough. Samadet was completely against her, 
he knew Herault de Scchelles well; he was )ust the kind to fall into 
the latter’s snare, and consequently did. 

M. Triol told us that Mme. dr Stael is at present in Geneva, where 
she’s acting up in society. 

Music before Mathias Stabinger, composer. That rather bored me, 
but not excessively like the concert tonight (Monday), from which I’ve 
just come. I was observing mankind. 

Generally speaking, I was bored at Mme. Pallard’s. I go there only 
because of the good manners, but these fine manners inspire a sort of 
embarrassment that can be paid for only by gaiety. This gaiety, how- 

h DID NOT HAVE slcpt THEBE MOUNTS [mODths] WITH LOVED WOMAN, I WaS in love 

with love. It was, I believe, an intellectual love. 

May 22, I A 19. I reread all this for the first time fourteen years later. 

These memoirs* are tiresome because 1 didn't describe my happiness between 
August 1805 ^nd Febru^ 1806 for fear of spoiling it. [Note by Beyle.] 



2i6 


THE PRIVATE DIARIES OF STENDHAL 


ever, isn’t what pleases Mme. Pallard and M. Samadet the most; what 
they need is arguments in which they can get the upper hand and con- 
found their adversary. Their vanity isn’t refined enough to be satisfied 
with gaiety, their minds haven’t got the necessary frivolity. 

I left at half-past eleven, rather tired but taking along Ancillon,^ 
which M.'Triol lent me. This work appears to me excellent in general 
and excellent for me in particular. It will instruct me quite a bit in 
history after the fall df the Eastern Empire. 

It will be enough for me to read a history from Caesar to Augustus 
and the last Emperor of the East. Then I’ll be familiar with the past 
eighteen centuries. The portions on Mohammed and the conquest of 
the Roman Empire by the barbarians are charming. 

March /y. — ^I’m reading this history, which makes me happy. I went to 
see Rosa and Mme. Lavabre. What a horrible day! 

I spent an hour with Mme. Tivollier, with whom I’m making great 
progress. I put my hand on her thigh without any objections on her 
part. I’d sleep with her with pleasure for a month. 

I had several moments of satisfaction with her; yet nothing is less 
sure than success. I accompanied her to Mme. Arnaud’s at seven o’clock. 
From there to the concert, as full as an egg; this gathering of women at 
first dazzled me, but before long I got bored with the stupid appear- 
ance of them all and the bad taste they showed in their way of dressing. 
I saw the little Claustrier girls, all three with Agamemnon, we smiled 
at each other fully a score of times. I left at nine, went to Mme. Pal- 
lard’s, where there w^s nobody in spite of the fact that it was her at- 
home day, and here I am. 

March i8 . — ^Tonight ought to make me recover completely from the fear 
I often experience that my conversation lacks interest. I realize that the 
world is full of people who can’t bear being alone and to whom a 
remark, however uninteresting it may be, is better than nothing at all. 

I accompanied Mme. Tivollier to Mme. Etienne’s. From there I 
went to see an act of La Mire Coupable. How' the dialogue and senti- 
ments of this play have fallen in my estimation! What trash! What 
bombast! What prattle! Whac concern with one’s vanity in moments 
of haste! What bombast! Mme. Turbot, who shrieks but who possesses 
boldness and a voice that carries, ought to be appreciated far more 
than Mile. Louason. I left at the fourth act, indignant as the Vicomte. 
I went to Mme. Pallard’s, whom I found alone with her two daughters. 
The conversation lingered on uninteresting things. Samadet arrived 
and tried to start an argument; he hastened to say a few words, and 

*Jean-Pierre-Fr6d6ric.Ancillon's Tableau des RSvolutions du Systime Politique 
dt VEurope depuis la Fin du XV e SHcle, a work that had considerable influence 
on Beyle in his youth. 
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then, in connection with nothing, launched out on a story of a couple 
of speeches he*d made. 

We went to Mme. Filip’s. It was decided that Mile. . . . had been 
hissed at the concert. I heard it. Mme. Filip wouldn’t believe it, and 
said afterward that it wouldn’t have made any difference to her. There 

were seven or eight old women on hand, Mme a bonne vivante, 

gay, continually saying vulgar things, sanguine temperament, eating 
like the devil, a good character. She contrasted perfectly with the six 
old women (between forty-five and sixty), consumed by vanity, talking 
of nothing but themselves, endlessly going into details about their 
lunch, wrangling bitterly, saying rude things to each other. Anyone 
\^o goes in such society must be thoroughly miserable. at homel 
Could there possibly be any conversation that wouldn’t be delightful 
amid such nonsense I 


THOUGHTS 


Ciarit), accuracy of terms, absence of 
all eloquence, avoid it purposely. 

Fondamenti dell* arte nella conocenza delV uomo, e pensieri ri- 
formatrici di me stesso per rendermi piu atto a pensare projondamente 
e veder chiaro nel proffondo del cuore umano. [Foundations of the art 
of the knowledge of mankind and thoughts of reforming myself to 
make me more capable of thinking profoundly and seeing clearly to 
the bottom of the human heart.] 

I wrote this 30 Thermidor XIII [August 18, 1805], after my second 
trip to La Pomme with Melanie and Mante, 1 believe. 

I would have been perfectly happy had it not been for the nuisance 
of playing the successful lover, and had I not been the host: these 
responsibilities bothered me, and, after eight or ten trips, perhaps, 
made these excursions boring for me. (March, 1806.) 

March 25. Holiday. '—Vvt just spent two hours with M. and Mme. Tivol- 
lier. I believe Tivollier is a little jealous of me, his wife didn’t greet 
me as warmly as usual. 

What a profound boredom is* preying on these good peoplel They 
owe their belief that they’re not the unhappiest of mortals only to the 
fact that they haven’t enough imagination to conceive a happiness 
superior to this’ state. Even if they were rich, they’d wallow in the 
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same way. People say, “TivoUier is happy in his &mily life.” I mustn’t 
let myseU be misled by tales of such a kind of happiness. 

Boredom is beginning to make me feel the void of Melanie's absence. 
Sunday, 1 was absolutely invulnerable to any agreeable sensation. 
Lambert, Mante and I killed the time lengthily by going for a walk. I 

went to Ttouchet’s, where P kissed me. From there to Mme. 

Fibp’s. My deadly boredom pursued me. 

Yesterday, Monday, I was as open to pleasure as I was shut on the 
previous day. The Fridzeri concert amused me, Lambert's conversa' 
tion interested me. One of these days, we’re going on a picnic with 
Mmes. Filip, Pallard, etc. Lambert told me that Samadet and Mme. 
Pallard believe me to be a Werther in everything that's lofty in char> 
acter. 

The bondage in which Mf lanie kept me was frequendy oppressive, 
the abandonment in which I’m left by her departure bores me. I must 
consequendy correct myself if I expect to be happy. I have need of 
giving new habits to my desire for happiness. 

36, Wednesday.— Meisiaie doesn’t write, I don’t know what that means; 
but her last letter, which was the first of any length, was cold in tone. 
Is she only mad at me, or doesn’t she love me any more? 

I have violent suspicions of Leases and Girard; that angers me, 
diminishes the happiness I’ve enjoyed, but I must know the truth. 

I left Mme. Pallard’s at half-past twelve, I lost nine livres there and 
enjoyed myself very little; but that initiates me into society, I’m still 
far indeed from having the desired composure. 

There was a lot of talk about the picnic Saturday; it’s getdng under 
way without any enthusiasm. 

We agreed with Samadet that the American individual is the most 
disagreeable possible, a fine fruit of the most tolerable government in 
existencel Especially are they of an incalculable avarice and servility. 
Is this the result of the government or something entirely different? 

They say that the May fetes are going to be postponed, as the Em- 
peror is going to Italy vi.< Marseille to have himself crowned King of 
Naples, apparently. 

Today I finished the second volume of Ancillon, a work that is 
exceedingly useful for me. I believe it will make me abandon my love 
for the pure republic in favor of a modern state. 

March 27.-- I’m writing this in my new room, which reminds me of the 
one I had at Reggio, Vhere I wrote with so much enthusiasm. I’m 
staying at Mme. Tournier’s, I pay her twenty-seven livres a month, 
and thm livres ta the valet 

I ynot to the Mbntfuront fields with' Samadet, we left at a quarter 
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past two and returned at five. I talked almost without stopping. Fm 
still worn out as a result. 

Tvc just beea to Mme. Tivollier’s, where I found the Messrs, de 
Montvallon^ the son still full of spirit; he*s just been telling me anec- 
dotes for two hours. 

The Montvallons, father and son, never refer to a gentleman of 
Provence without adding, “He was a near relative of mine, he be- 
bnged to* our family,” and, a moment later, “One of the greatest lords 
* of the region.” That and the appearance of telling stories because it 
pleased him to do so and not in order to give you pleasure were the 
only two things that were ridiculous in ttie son. 

^eunier didn’t fail to notice that I’d taken lodgings across the street 
from Mme. Tivollier’s. “That’s exactly what led me to do so,” I em- 
phasized. 

Today I received a five-page letter frOm Melanie, but still chilly 
in tone; one of six pages from Crozet, whose sustained and abundant 
naturalness filled me with a feeling of friendship. Barral is in Trieste. 

March jo. — I was gay in bed when I awoke this morning. Then I had to 
go and remember that it was Sunday. I had made up my mind to read 
Vertot {Portugal), at once I began to doubt that I ought to read it. 
It’s five o’clock, and I haven’t read it; as soon as I had this thought this 
morning, I felt myself being overcome with boredom. 

I consequently still need an occupation. I haven’t enough wisdom 
to know what to do with myself and to fill up my spare time, that’s 
obvious. Paris and a job with my cousin would therefore suit me won- 
derfully; but it looks as though that’s not to be. 

I ought to examine myself thoroughly so as to find out what I ought 
•to desire; I believe that, at bottom, I haven’t the slightest idea. 

I desired passionately to be loved by a melancholy and slender 
woman who was an actress. I was, and I didn’t find sustained happi- 
ness. 

The reason, I believe, is that sustained happiness is a chimera, that 
I haven’t the rationality necessary to derive all possible happiness from 
my situation. Generally speaking, I am immensely lacking in wisdom; 
the fact is that I don’t know what I want. In general: Paris, Auditor, 
eight thousand livres a year, life in the best society and having women 
from it. 

I don’t dare to say to myself, “I’m unhappy,” but frequently I’m 
cruelly bored, like last Sun^y, and like this one a little; the energy 
which makes me think what I write and then write it has to some 
extent rescued nie from boredom. 
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The basis of this boredom is that Fm disgusted with the pleasures 
of others. 

The party of yesterday, Saturday, for instance, didn’t bore me; the 
picnic was in the Montfuront fields. 

I went there conversing with Samadet. How unnecessary it is to fear 
the true talent of the men I may meet! What a man Samadet is! Led on 
by his passions, which are of Meunier’s kind, but on a much higher 
plane; believing himself an enthusiastic admirer of true beauty in 
music and character; at bottom having nearly all his sensations falsi- 
fied, and yet possessing a bit of sensibility, but very conceited, like 
everybody. Constantly making himself utterly ridiculous. 

I was on the way to judging him very badly on January 30 when 
Lambert stopped me: I was about to consider him a consummate 
hypocrite because he had defended religion eloquently and praised 
everything, even Mme. Tivollier’s servant. Not at all: he hasn’t enough 
mental vigor for that, not enough constancy, will power (that’s the 
word) ; he merely wanted to shine by his conversation, to be eloquent, 
to work himself up. 

I have been very near this absurdity several times in my life; at the 
age of seven or eight, on the way to Claix, I gave my father the 
description of a superb land, telling him that Fd read it in La Harpe’s 
Histoire des Voyages; I made believe that this land was Ceylon. I was 
lying, I worked myself up by my tale, I experienced pleasure in sway- 
ing my father, I believed myself very eloquent; all these things made 
me enthusiastic, and I kept on until I was tired out. This, I think, 
b what takes place in Samadet. All this sort of thing makes him a 
child, always carried along by his taste of the moment. 

We found that the ladies had arrived. No pleasure, general chilli- 
ness; they went to sit down at B, and from there soon came to seek 
some sensations in a game of faro which they started . . • 

All that amused me very little. We returned, dinner was served; 
nothing was said during this dinner. 

Mme. Filip, on my right, got drunk on white wine; prattle without 
imagination or gaiety. Mme. Decrai continued to appear to me superior 
to these women: she told them the unpleasant truth with the rest of 
good nature. They sang, the whole business dismally, Wildermeth 
in a ridiculous manner. I’ll have to learn one or two table songs. Little 
Teissier kept on with his little mouselike amiability. He’s at home in 
that role. He talked throughout to Mme. Collavier, Mile. Filip and 
two or three old women, whom God confound. This disgusting old 
age would make me sick to my stomach. Mme. Pallard, wearing a 
'felt hat, was of‘an ugliness and bad taste that were absolutely match- 
less, the whole assemblage very ridiculous. But this was nothing: on 
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leaving the table, she took me by the arm to go to gather some haw- 
thorn blossoms for her pawr lit girruls — the language in which she 
talks, to her dog, and in which she and M. Samadet sometimes talk 
together in front of everyone. 1 nearly burst out laughing, and was 
unable to muster up the courage to say anything to her.^ 

Louis Tivollier, sitting beside Mme. Tournefort, looked like the 
most bored man in the world; that sort of thing was a thousand leagues 
from his cigar and habits. Perhaps for him that represented high 
society.® 

We left, Mme. Filip taking my arm. All along the way, she witlessly 
bothered the buxom Mme. Decrai, whom I gave a slap on the backside 
v^ich she repulsed with genuine dignity. I had held Mme. Filip’s 
thighs all through dinner; her drunkenness and her horrible ugliness, 
which literally made her a market woman, so disgusted me that yes- 
terday, Sunday, I had no desire to go to see her.® 

I no longer recapture, except in moments as fleeting and rare as 
lightning flashes, the -delightful sentiments I used to be given by a 
rainstorm, a tog, etc. when I was in the land of chimeras about women. 
The weather we had while returning to Marseille reminded me of 
Milan. What emotion I used to experience in similar circumstances 
while returning from a walk with Angela Pietragrual I can conceive 
old age after that. 

We arrived pretty much soaked at Mme. Filip’s. She fainted and 
had an attack of nerves. 

The stupidity of all these women, her friends, who were not in the 
least moved; it was really hideous. She was aided by me, Mme. Decrai 
(who, in this hole, is perhaps considered her enemy), Mante and 
Tivollier, at my request. It was the first attack of nerves I’ve ever 
seen. — The indifference and stupidity of her daughter; it seems that 
her soul is as vapid as her face. 

Mme. Filip was stretched out on a day bed in her yellow salon, to 
which her indolent daughter finally found the key. She belched, which 
completed my disgust with her. A voluptuous face and sighs, the latter 
running up and down the chromatic scale; these sighs were particu- 
larly voluptuous when she was inhaling punk smoke. 

That’s the way you die I In the interest of friendship, those present 
trying to cover up this natural tufa^ with a show of forced tenderness. 

She recovered and went into her salon. One lamp was put out, the 

h OUGHT BE BE ANIMATED. (1809.) [NotC by Bcylc.] 

*Ycs. [NotC added later by Beyle.] 

*1 ought to have had her. [Note by Beyle.] 

*Beyle uses this word figuratively to designate the basic material under the 
surface, 
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Other lowered.'2>r Revenants, a song by Wildermeth. Arrived several 
women, among them Mme. Grimblot, invariably the same naturalness 
full of sensibility in her manners and the same enchanting breath.^ 

Earlier, Samadet made himself thoroughly ridiculous— but only to 
a score of people, like Pace and myself. English duets, a falsetto voice. 
What a need of sensations this poverty-stricken society has! How little 
you should be afraid of boring it by the futility of the sulqects, pro- 
vided you’re not obscare — and you become so as soon as you’re witty. 
Wildermeth’s tufa was clearly visible that day. 

'This man has a dignity that is studied; his neat appearance, his 
physique, something cruel about him, something slender and distin- 
guished in his figure. Everything contributes to making this style the 
most appropriate for him. Were this character to be of his own choos- 
ing, it would imply more intelligence than he shows. Moreover, stifi, 
having no taste or grace; nevertheless, he’s the Lovelace of Marseilles, 
a seductor through sentiment. 

His manner of telling stories while hunting for ideas, having few 
of them, incessantly groping, embarrassment in all the habits of the 
body and, in the end, choosing his ideas badly. 

It seems to me that he’s nothing but a pompous and distinguished 
ass, well suited for women, a veritable hero, undoubtedly giving all 
the attention necessary to detaik. Therefore, he’s possibly the most 
distinguished conquest in Marseille. 

I left Mme. Filip’s at ten o’clock, went to see Mme. Tivollier. She 
cooled off my blood: she is young and simple in comparison with the 
others,' and I’m courting her. I returned to Mme. Filip’s, and stayed 
there until midnight. 

April /.—I’m still so much of a child that, being obliged to write my 
grandfather a letter in which I spoke of my ills, going into detail about 
them and even exaggerating them a bit, I ended by convincing myself 
that what I said was true and being affected by it and very sad. These 
letters make me almost unhappy. I began reading Machiavelli’s // 
Principe, a genuine remedy for this mobile sensibility which makes 
m^ effeminate and is disguised beneath my reasoning faculty; but this 
faculty doesn’t give me the habits I need. Machiavelli doesn’t enter- 
tain me, but I understand him, and that’s a lot. Perhaps I’m only now 
ripe for history and will acquire a great taste for it. 

I saw Rey yesterday at Fort Saint-Jean. Guilhermoz and Dufay con- 
sidered me brilliant because, like Samadet, I worked myself up. I got 
dressed and went to Mme. Tivoilier’s, where there were some English 
people and Samadet. He sang, as usual; as for myself, I was considered 
bi^ant by Mme. Tivollier. 

*A stolid husty. The drowned child. [Note by Beyle.] 
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April 2.— Arrival of P£rier. I dined at the Tivolliers’, Madame was charm- 
ing to me, I played boston for the first time. 

April 3.— The Paradises.^ All tlie girls of Marseille were in the streets 
to visit them* A real holiday, a 'good day to see young and pretty faces. 
I went for a walk with Samadet and Tivollier; Samadet was very ex- 
pansive, republican out of vanity. 

I spent three hours with P^rier, a man governed by his own ideas, 
who comprehends those of others only with difficulty, yet not stupid. 

I learn that Daru is in the Academy,^ a good occasion to write him, 
but the letter embarrasses me. 

April 4 and following -Lunch with Voisin, the stupid speech of 

General M. The influence of an education that is entirely military. 
The contrast to the delicacy of his associate. P. told me there were some 
bad stories going around about Lambert. From there to the Armory. 
Tivollier had a woman; the eternal remorse of this woman, who fears 
that her son is Tivollier’s. 

Second lunch (Sunday) at the Tivolliers*, more agreeable than the 
first, but nevertheless degenerating into boredom when only two or 
three people* were left. Boredom, idleness of Perier; he owes the fact 
that he doesn’t believe himself unhappy to the dullness of imagination 
which keeps hir^ from conceiving another happiness, and to the con- 
ceitedness whicli impels him to believe himself happy. 

Finally, on April 9, a six-page letter was sent to Daru. 

Four days previously, I was in bed thinking of the letter I wanted 
to write him about the Academy, when Mante brought me a letter 
from my grandfather, in which was enclosed the one from Daru. I 
wrote my letter, a long session with Lambert to correct it. Lambert 
made me think, and settled my uncertainties. At last, it left the 9th; 
with a little activity it would have left the 6th. If something happens 
between the 6th and the 9th (eight days later, the 14th or 15th), it will 
be my own fault. 

It’s possible that I will receive the answer the 24th. This is one 
of the most important events of my life. 

[Among notes at end of notebool (\, — 

Notice to my sister Pauline Beyle 

If I die, employ every means possible to take possession of everything 
I may have, I give it to you. I confide my daughter Melanie to your 
keeping. M. Paillet, father-in-law of M. Sauzai, Prefect, Rue Vivienne, 

'Wayside altars put up on Holy Thursday. 

Tierre Daru had just been elected to the Acad6mie Fraocaise to replace Collin 
d'Htfleville, whose death Beyle mentions in his entry of March 4. 
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M. Blanc de Voix, son-in-law of M. Geffrier, of Marseille, living in 
the Rue Sainte, will tell you where she is. I know you, and she is my 
daughter in spite of the false appearances it has been necessary to 
give her. Adieu. 

Henri Beyle 
March 10, 1806 


Such is and has been my wish. 


Henri Beyle.^ 


Journal of His Life 
From April 15, 1806, to May 3, 1810 


Voyages.— hch Paris for Grenoble with Melanie i8 Floreal XIII [May 8, 
1805]. Arrived in Grenoble . . . Left Grenoble for Marseille . . . 
Arrived in Marseille 7 Thermidor [July 26] Year XIII. Left for 
Toulon May 20, 1806. Arrived in Marseille the 22nd, and left Mar- 
seille for Grenoble . . . Arrived in Grenoble May 31, 1806, having 
seen Aix, Orgon, Lambesc, L’Isle, Cavaillon, Vaucluse, Apt, Forcal- 
quier, Sisteron, Gap, Corps (the most dangerous precipices I've 
passed), the Lakes of Laffrey, Vizille and Bri^. Left Grenoble for 
Paris July i, 1806. Arrived in Paris July 10, slept for two nights at 
Plancy with Crozet, saw Bray, Nogent, Mcry-sur-Seine, the barren 
plain of Champagne. iTwo trips to Clamart, one to the Bois de Romain- 
ville, one to Montmorency, two days (August 30 and 31) near Saint- 
Gervais. 

Marseille.— Y\c just read, in the March number of the Bibliothique 
Britannique, some reflections by Ferguson on the principle of per- 
fectibility in man which developed the reflections I’ve had continually 
during the past few days. 

In what way is it important for me to perfect myself, and have I 
sufficient passion to mak^ me attain this perfection? Lambert isn't 
lacking in wit, yet he bored me cruelly during a five-hour visit yes- 
terday. Whence comes this boredom? From a habit given me by rht 
desire to perfect myself in the art of knowing and stirring my fellow 
men. I consider each day lost during which I don’t instruct myself. 
It seems to me that the only exception I made to this rule a year ago 
was for the art of having women. I passed whole days pleasantly, and 
even rapturously, in Pace’s company because what I got from him 

'lliis is the first of more than two dozen wills or fragments of wills that arc 
scattered through the papers and manuscripui^of Stendhal, 
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that didn't instruct me in the art of having women gave me the social 
habit. His grace also played a large part; in his company, I found a 
happiness from which I am very far indeed when sitting at my desk. 

I believe Samadet was right when he said to me, in speaking about 
me, ''You’re still in a state of ebullition.” I don’t know what I’ll be 
in the end; I experience extreme boredom during the time passed in 
society, with people sitting looking at each other, and this boredom is 
. only expelled by the still greater boredom to be found in solitude. This 
state bores me so much that it puts me in badjiumor. 

The work in Meunier’s office, which certainly wasn’t attractive, 
made me unhappy for two months when it came to an end. 

During the next year or two, my dominant passion is' probably going 
to be that of occupying a favorable situation in society. 

In order to do that, I must acquire: 

1. The amiability necessary if I am to be welcomed with pleasure. 

2. The talents of my position. 

I must acquire these talents without adding to them the things that 
are usually detrimental to those possessing them, as pedantry, pride, 
etc., etc. 

My letter to Z [Pierre Daru] left April 9, perhaps I’ll copy it here. 
I’ve been await- xg his reply since the 21st. A letter from my uncle 
gives me some hope: ‘‘I shall avail myself of the first opportunity to 
place him in a suitable manner^ 

I must acquire some talent in this line. I tremble in advance, and 
yet those men will be like the ones I’ve met here — Meuniers, Tivol- 
liers, Samadets, Guilhermozes, Saint-Gervaises, and the women will 
be Cossoniers, Pallards, Rosas and Filips. 

I’m getting cautious; in Persia [Paris?] I may stop writing this diary. 
The preceding notebook was forgotten for four hours in Meunier’s 
office. 

April 79. — At two o’clock, Meunier, Lempereur, Guilhermoz, Dufay, 
Mante and I left by the Porte de Rome to go to Sainte-Baume. 

A ridiculous and boring assemblage: Meunier, a sorry ass with sen- 
sibility and timidity; Lempereur, a disgusting swine, mentally and 
physically; Dufay, a stolid ass; Guilhermoz was the only one who 
interested me a little, like a fledgling in spite of his breeding, etc., etc. 

Wc covered about eighteen leagues in forty-eight hours; much more 
tired the second day than the first. We slept at Gemenos after drinking 
a good bottle of wine at Saint-Marcel and a bad one at Aubagne, on 
the Toulon road. We left Gemenos at five. Shady and rather pleasant 
road at the bottom of the little valley; a stream bordered with Italian 
poplars in all dieir freshness; copper and paper factories. Saint-Pons, 
a hole where there are some pretty trees that I didn’t see very well. 
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A mounting zigzag road, three hours; from the top you can see 
Marseille, the islands and the sea as well as on a good map; we came 
down, a damp plain, cold and treeless, in an hour, an unkempt wood 
before Saint'Pibn. We climbed up, rather tired; Sainte-Baume fell 
away. A l^le in the rock like a man’s mouth; a little Gothic temple 
insi^, a wooden staircase, broken 'sutues, dankness. ‘Those people 
were incapable of feeling or making felt anything agreeable in such 
a spot, a dozen peasant men and women were going in or coming out. 

We dislodged a couple of stones, crossed the plain, trudged alone 
for three hours, and reached Saint-Zacherie. A little girl lying dead, 
her hands crossed, the intense coloring of death, her eyes half closed, 
her mouth as though uttering her last prayer, the great expressiveness 
of her whole body, of her eyes; imthing of the horrible. She touched 
me deeply. 

As Tm not sensitive in the manner of the composers of country 
songs, I won’t stress the fact that there was a train^ in progress forty 
paces away: that, as well as the appearance of unconcern and going 
about the daily business as usual, touched me nevertheless. I imparted 
a bit of my sensations to my dull companions, who attempted to ruin 
them. “They’ve crossed her hands like that,’’ said Dufay, etc. They 
aren’t people of this sphere. With my eyes, I followed a priest who 
was there in a stole; he mumbled a bit, then went to the cemetery, 
the woman was still carrying the little body in her arms, without a 
coffin. 

The little girl did not possess the Grecian type of beauty, but she 
had everything necessary to be touching, nothing of the repulsive, the 
appearance that Tasso gave to the knight killed by the infidels. I’m 
going to look it up. 

We had supper at Saint-Zacherie, the train continued under our 
windows until eleven o’clock at night; pretty promenade and cascade 
belonging to M. de Tournefort. The next dky I started out with 
Guilhermoz, execrable road along the bank of the Huveaune; Auriol, 
Roquevaire, the fertile b^sin of Roquevaire, fine olive trees, but all 
this was far inferior to what is to be found in the Dauphine. The 
hillsides were superb because there were some pine trees. Aubagne. 
We arrived in Marseille worn out after again seeing La Romme, a 
cherished and pretty spot. 

I believe the situation that will take me out of this society vrill 
bring me nearer to happiness. We each spent 13 livres 5 sous z 6 = . . . 
I wasn’t as tired as I was the second day, and I livened up. 
May.ij—Siace Sunday, worry, not the low-spirited kind, but just plain 
worry. That day there was a great spree with Guilhermoz, Tridtand 
*A eoontiy dance to die accompanitneny of a tambourine. 
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and Blanquet I did that with the fat girl of the sr • • . and widi 
Thereson. She’s charmings but Trichand was told that she has the pox. 

Tin waiting every morning .with extreme impatience for Z’s reply. 

At midnight April 29^ Guilhermoz, Mante and I left for La Pomme. 
Superb moonlight. I felt like having romantic adventures. We were at 
Saint-Marcel at a quarter past one, after having missed La Pomme. 
Good-naturedness of the stableboy, who let us sleep in the hay. We set 
out again at five o’clock. Shadiness of La Pomme, which we crossed. 
Nightingales. 

^ My grandfather writes me disheartening letters. I’m burning with 
impatience to get some sign of life from Daru. I’m tempted to write to 
the good Martial. 

May 3 . — ^Twehty days ago, I was in a state of ebullition. I was full of 
ideas, I had new ones every day. Since the 23rd, the possible day for 
an answer from M. Daru, I’ve no longer been the same. I live only for 
the arrivil '>f the mail: the rest of the time I’m bored. It’s a devastating 
hope. If only I had two hours of necessary work, I wouldn’t be so 
bored. But, since I’m able to put off what little* work I have, I let it 
pile up, and I’m behind in many things. 

I’m gaining r sperience: it’s necessary to have suffered if you’re going 
to be capable of reflections on the means of avoiding boredom, and 
to keep on suffering if you’re going to get the strength to contract 
the habits indicated by the reflections. 

My grandpa is growing angry and is writing me disheartening let- 
ters; rd die if I have no one to love me. Melanie is also growing 
Crozet has stopped writing me. 

I haven’t got the pox yet today, Saturday I went to see the slaughter- 
house. 

May 4 . — A nice day for Marseille. Future centuries, look on my wretch- 
edness! Yesterday gloomy, apparently from too much virility. I did 
that once last night, I was gay. From three till a quarter past six with 
Lambert and little Mimi Olivier, the father, mother and her. She’s of 
the wench variety, and has a face that will bring her customers. 

We dined together gaily and philosophically. From there to Mme. 
Tivolher’s; I was affectionate and quite at home with her, if it’s pos- 
sible to be so with such a wet blanket. From there to Mme. Filip’s, 
whence I’ve come at one o’clock in the morning after losing twelve 
livres. 

I was really happy the first two hours we were with Mimi. The pox 
hasn’t appeared so far. I’m writing to Martial tomorrow. 

May 6.— I received Cheminade’s terrible letter containing the conversa- 
tion between Mme. Jaubert and Mme. Daru. It didn’t lay me low, it 
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gave me energy. Could that be pride? In any case, I wrote nine pages 
to Cheminade and seven to my uncle about this important affair. In 
view of Daru’s letter dated March 23 and that of my untie containing 
an extract from the one written by Mme. R., Lambert believes there’s 
still some hope, that Mme. Daru has a grudge against me as a result 
of my desertion. 

For my own part, I believe I shouldn’t have any more hope of being 
an auditor. Cheminade is improving infinitely, this is the second 
charming letter he’s written me. 

Wrote to Martial yesterday, the 5th; both my letters will leave to- 
monow» theyth. 

Wednesday 9 picnic lunch at Mme. Pallard’s; boredom from noon 

till half-past three. Visit to little Mimi Olivier; deep pity: the three 
living with forty-nine livres; her coquetry. I arrived at Mme. Tivol- 
lier’s heartbroken. Played boston, went at ten o’clock to Mme. Pallard’s 
bouillotte. Her uneasiness, her bad temper; as she was leaving, the 
vindictive, susceptible Mme. Decrai saw that they were eating in the 
dining room. Mme. Pallard, while telling me how she put off Mme. 
Decrai yesterday, employed the same smile she uses for everybody, 
me the first of all. Change of men; I had a confidential talk with 
Samadet: I had courage in my soul, and my mind excited by business 
and society when I left a house that I had entered heartbroken and 
with the deepest pity. 

May II, — ^I’m reading Hume’s History of England; after forcing myself 
to read the first volume. I began to get used to it a bit, and this took 
me a fittle out of my boredom. I’m waiting for every mail delivery as 
for the Messiah. 

I’m learning English. 

Sunday. A walk with Mme. Hornbostel, Mme. Tivollier and five or 
six children on the banks of the Huveaune from five till nine. Country 
house belonging to M. de Saint-Jacques, charming with its shade, at 
a short half league. 

May 1 $. — ^Last Tuesday I saw the Meindret and Reynaud sugar refinery. 

In the evening, Avrain’s dinner; vulgarity and stupid gloominess of 
all the guests. Craftsmen, not being held back by decency, would pos- 
sibly be gayer. Not the tiniest spark, the whole business nothing but 
the most stupid asininity and the most repulsive baseness of sentiments. 
Bouillabaisse, truflSes and brandade: five livres ten sous. 

I’m still waiting for the mail every day as for the Mesnah. I’m be- 
ginning, nevertheless, to become reasonable; however unfavorable Z’s 
reply may be. I’m prepared for it. I’m also beginning to put up less 
impadendy with the lack of letters from Croze^ who hasn’t written 
for fifty days. 
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Yesterday I read the second volume of Hume’s History in bed until 
one o’clock with more interest than any novel has inspired in me 
for the past two years. The stay in Marseille has ripened me for 
history. 

Whatever hole I’m relegated to by the will of Z, I must have myself 
introduced upon my arrival at the Prefect’s home and to everyone 
belonging to the best society. I’d be less bored at M. Thibaudeau’s than 
at Mme. Pallard’s. The society of Mme. Pallards has only served me 
to make the conquest of Samadet znd, to a small extent, her; but they 
don’t do anything but argue, and, to complete the sad picture, M» 
Samadet and she have minds as far as possible from being filled with 
good sense. She praises Fouquier and tears Carnot to pieces: the 
former received he well, the latter badly. Samadet’s invective against 
any man who doesn’t believe in God. A genuine subject of Chateau- 
briand. Chateaubriand could lead him to the devil. No knowledge of 
true virtue. Vulgarity of Mme. Pallard and M. Samadet in regard to 
Ardisson, who’s abandoned them. The collection of disgusting old 
women, seven or eight of them. Mme. Decrai is the only one who’s 
passable; this rrbbie is in league against her. 

My extrem disgust and boredom with all that. 

I haven’t opened Racine or Corneille for three months, a week ago, 
I read a thousand or fifteen hundred lines of Tasso, who enchanted 
me in spite of his conceits at each octave. I feel that I love Shakespeare 
more and more; for me, he is the greatest of poets. Moli^re is the only 
one who can be compared with him. 

I’m beginning to find Melanie stupid. I recall a thousand and one 
traits showing little intelligence; immediately after her departure, joy 
at my freedom; forty or fifty days later, stirrings of regret. At present, 
a balanced appreciation, I believe: a great deal of friendship, even love 
if she wouldn’t try to tyrannize me and always be complaining. Ecce 
homo. 

May ly. — ^I’ve been drinking a demitasse of coffee every day for the past 
month, I didn’t drir^' any today and I’m infinitely gayer, more on a 
level with other men. It would seem that coffee produces genius and 
gloominess; I’ve already experienced this result, which is striking in 
my case, several times. 

Lambert left last night without our being able to see each other 
yesterday. 

Yesterday, a ballet which bored me but entertained the Marseillais. 
These people have a mortal loathing for tragedy, they don’t under- 
stand it. Since they laugh at comedy— occasionally in the wrong places 
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— dbey dislike it less, but it yields to the -opera, which in turn yields to 
dte b^et, which they like better than anything else. 

May /j.*^A£ter reading a letter from my uncle, I decided to go to 
Grenoble. After that, I went for a walk on the G)urs and the AU^ 
with Mante, who had helped me reach this decision. From there to 
the club for an hour. From there to the house, where, after setting the 
dogs to fighting, we dined — Guilhermoz, Trichand, Mante and I. 
From there with Guilhermoz to the Montagne Bonaparte to look for 
hbne. Tivollier; she wasn’t there. We took a turn around the moun- 
tain, and, by a fine sunset, I saw perfectly this city and this sea I'm 
going to leave. We went to the knoll on the right of the Chartreiiz 
toad, thf usual goal of Mme. Tivollier’s promenades; she’d been there 
for two hours with her husband and M. Pey senior. We returned 
after an hour; there were some loiterers on the boulevard in front of 
Th. Gilli’s baths. We took some ices. We returned to her house, 
remained there half an. hour with nothing to do because there weren’t 
enough people for a hand of boston. Finally, Victor arrived from a 
Sunday party (with the old men; they entertain themselves in fine 
fashion for their five livres, said Guilhermoz). We played a few hands, 
with him being bored stiff. I won four francs through the mingled 
smells of the dog and the feet of the gentlemen and Madame. She 
started a hand of piquet with Guilhermoz; I watched them play a 
moment. I’ve just left them; since then, I’ve written my English 
theme, and here I am. 

That’s the life I’m leaving, it must be admitted that it wasn’t taking 
me very far. 

I’ll go to Toulon tomorrow during the night, but alone. I’ve about 
decided to go to Grenoble via the secondary road: Aix, Manosque, 
Sisteron, Gap, La Mure, etc., etc. 

May 30. — Trip to Toulon . — ^I left for Toulon May 20 at three o’clock in 
die morning. The night before, I left the TivoUiers’ as midnight was 
striking. I went to take a glass of brandy at the Caff Chinois. Profound 
solitude and silence of the streets. Street lamps burning in silence. I 
encountered only two people, one of whom was the elder Crozet, 
who went on his way singing. 

This silence and solitude as midnight was striking. 

I left as three o’clock was striking. It cost us eight livres apiece. 
Three companions. Esprit Allfon, possessing the least possible esprit, 
gross ignorance, forty y^ars old, one of those ftces that women con- 
sider handsome evincing nothing but much petty vanity, getting ntad 
at the least contradiction and refudng you with assertions that are the 
hei^t of absurdity! He imaused me the first day, I tried merging from 
my character of steel, appearing to approve t^inions whi^ I detett 
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the most* Wasted effort. The second day he bored me to the point q£ 
nausea. I scarcely spoke to him after that. 

M. d’Heureux, son of a captain of a ship of the line, twenty years 
old, going to Dalmatia; a good fellow but what ignorancel It*s really 
rare. He looks like a dressed-up peasant It seems that the hunt is the 
only thing about which he has meditated a bit— and a bit about women. 

The third was a good bourgeois, I believe he'e employed in the 
artille^, he’s been at Toulon for three years, has a tender face. He was 
wearing a litde hat i la Ptimela belonging to his little girl, aged seven; 
a great enemy of higher education. He told us that he had had the 
misfortune to lose his wife, etc., etc., and things of that stamp. Great 
^enemy of the Navy: he reproached the cowardice of the officers in 
this branch. He has a sense of honor, he replied with heat to young 
d’Heureux, who, speaking of the military career, weighed it with the 
danger involved; inflexible on the subject of duty. 

We had a bad lunch at Cuges. From there to Beausset; Gorges 
d’Ollioules, of the same kind as the grotto at Les Echelles, excellent 
military positions. 

We came out. Orange trees on the open ground. First view of the 
roadstead, superb view; six ships in line. On the way, we passed a 
garden belonging to Admiral Ganteaume which seemed to me ridicu- 
lous, and whic^: is considered superb. For this sort of thing, generally 
speaking, there is a total absence of taste in Marseilles. 

We entered Toulon; ramparts, drawbridge and city gates in very 
good condition. My bourgeois told me that there were thirty-six forts 
in the mountains around Toulon. 

Toulon is built on a strip of land half a league wide, coming down 
as mountain slopes to the sea. The mountainside is carpeted with an 
infinite number of olive trees; they are less agreeable to see than oaks. 

Toulon has twelve thousand inhabitants, all those who aren’t con- 
nected with the Navy live on what they sell to the sailors. 

Wretched streets, like those of Grenoble but even uglier, paved 
with sharp little stones. We entered by a long curve, a wretched street 
paved in a way calculated to break your neck, named the Rue Im- 
p^riale. 

May 27.— Left Humi^res at four, arrived at Apt at nine, left again at ten. 
We stopped a moment at La Garde de Dieu, hurried on and arrived at 
Forcalquier at seven. 

Hills, mountains, great quantities of oaks. No longer the dull nature 
you find around Marseilles; but, as nothing was grandiose, I didn’t 
have any deep impression. 

The villages on the mountaintops; some of them, like Mont-Saint- 
Justin, put up in a manner as inconvenient as possible* 
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We passed Cereste. Fine roadway of walnut trees. Demolished 
chSteau, like that of Villemus, like all of them. 

Forcalquicr, with its high steeples and towers, has a far more dig- 
nified look than Apt. 

Fve just written Melanie; it’s half-past eight, I’m dead tired. I’m 
going to Sisteron tomorrow for six livres. 

May 2S.— I’m writing these lines at Sisteron in a room looking out, it’s 
true, on some latrines and a beastly drain, but affording a glimpse 
in the distance of the suburb of La Durance and a few trees. 

A horrible, stinking town, but a pretty view at the confluence of 
the two rivers. Yet the arid nature of mountains. 

The smell of the provinces is redoubling, I’m in them for good this 
time. The bored look of the customers camped in front of the caf&, 
the asinine look of everybody. Self-important bad humor of the servant 
woman. Sour look of the mistress. 

The stinking street. Four pretty girls at work, unfortunately eight 
or ten paces from the door of Le Bras d’Or. 

The stay in Marseilles has helped me tremendously in getting over 
my bashfulness, has formed my character (made me acquire habits 
conforming to my reflections). I’m inclined to take, everything gaily, 
and I’m getting over my melancholy — ^a proof that it was wounded 
pride. Let this be a warning to worshipers of melancholy. 

Yet it's still hard for me to bear the sight of a small town. Transcat 
a me calix iste. 

I’m bored with traveling. The boredom of not seeing any society 
is hYgaly responsible for this. I’m getting over my melancholy, but 
I’m contracting new needs. 

From Pertuis to Sisteron, wretched appearance of the mountains, 
but nothing reminded me of the drabness of the country around Mar- 
seilles. 

Invariably villages perched on the mountain peaks. I’ve got to find 
someone to sleep with in Grenoble to keep from being bored, other- 
wise I’ll die there. 

May JO. Gap, Marchand's 1 avem, 10 o'clocl^ in the morningr-\ wasn’t 
active enough the night before last at Sisteron; I was punished for this 
by a twenty-four-hour stopover at Gap. I’m only leaving today by the 
mail coach, at one o’clock (twenty-four livres). Stifling heat, the skin 
over my cheekbones hurts me. The annoyance of trying to arrive at 
two o’clock, and of being mounted on a worthless nag. 

Gap is only a small town, and Sisteron nothing but a filthy burg. 
Gap is a Prefecture. They say Ladoucette [the Prefect] has an income 
of sixty thousand livres at the age of twenty-six. What a bore it must 
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be to spend five or six years of your life in a hole like this! It seems to 
me that a Prefect should be delighted to be in Grenoble. 

Gap, in a basin surrounded. by fairly high mountains, thinly wooded, 
and after that by mountains entirely covered with snow (all that you 
can see). 

Inside the town, what idlenessi What boredomi At the caf^ yester- 
day, a« victim of boredom complained of it out loud, and showed that 
his complaint was well founded by the uninteresting things he 
said. 

Mine host has several daughters, the three eldest of whom were all 
tithe time in a room joining mine bv a double door, of which one side 
was ajar when it wasn’t entirely open. 

I realize too thoroughly what good manners are to say and do the 
bad-mannered things necessary to take advantage of the open door. 
That will come. 

Yesterday, they sang and talked loudly as soon as they knew I was 
in the rocm, they got dressed at nine o’clock to go to a dance in the 
neighborhood. An old woman who was out of time and out of tune 
had them dance; they started singing; 1 heard sounds that were 
extraordinary for their discord. About ten o’clock, loud cries: “Fire,” 
I got up. It V’ .s a few pieces of amadou burning in a shop opposite 
my room. 

I read a canto of Tasso, it touched me; last night, walking around 
the crumbling walls of Gap, my soul was inclined to be melancholy. 
This morning, I meditated an epic poem; how far I feel my mind 
beneath such an enterprise! An epic poem might be composed that 
would be entirely new through the sensations it would give the readers. 

Owing to lack of experience, I can’t describe what I feel, but 1 feel 
a very marked shade of difference between Marseille and Gap, as I 
do between Marseille and Paris. A look of boredom and acrimony 
that is utterly unknown in Marseille. 

What I write in the provinces (with the exception of Marseille) is 
usually intolerable to me because of its bombast and ridiculous gravity. 

Everything seems flat and tasteless when you come from a place 
where the seasoning is high — that’s one of the causes of the boredom 
experienced in the provinces by a man of the world. What piquancy 
was there in last night’s dance after those of the salons i r even at 
Mme. Filip’s? What piquancy was there in the latter after those of 
the Duchesse de Cloves? 

What piquancy do the women of the provinces possess when a per- 
son is accustomed to those of the Court? Novelty, innocence, naivete, 
a lofty soul, what character shall i have at the Court? 
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One exaggerates the diortcomings of the place one is in. 

Maybe that is the reason Helv^tius says nothing of the provinces. 
Rousseau was led by his error to love them as getting doser to the 
savage state. The things that are simple frighten the provinciak and 
appear naked to them, all the more so when they accompany some- 
thing lofty. That’s what keeps them from ever being in style. The 
magnificence of my n^op of Ldr appalled the barber at Sisteron. 

Grenoble, June ay.— It’s a long way from Toulon to Grenoble; I haven’t 
written a word since then, out of disgust with writing. Neither Dam 
nor Martial has answered a word. 

I’ve doiM everything I wanted here, but my contempt for mankind 
has greatly increased. I’ve seen a few virtuous actions, but nearly all 
of them with vicious motives. I believe I’ve got over my arrogance 
a bit 

The 'thing that has best shown me to myself is the ease with which 
I am affected to the point of tears. 

When that happens, all my bases of judgment change at once. 

I’ve lost nearly all my enthusiasm for the great writers. Their servile 
and petty vanity has ruined my admiration. I see them as I see my 
zio [uncle], charming (outside blind spots in taste) in his letters; 
petty, ridiculous and odious when his behavior is seen. 

My father has drawn closer to me, and this has given me pleasure; 
with more candor on his part, we’d get along well, we’d make each 
other happy. 

The art itf living wdl, which a year ago seemed to me nothing but 
words, now seems to me very difficult; it requires much wisdom. To 
live constantly on good terms with someone is the point to be reached. 
Faure is ri^t, it’s very difficult. 

Nothing gives me much pleasure. Rapture is dead in me, except a 
half hour of rapture for women. La»t night, for instance, an hour of 
keen pleasure with Mme. Gaiice while returning from the Porte de 
France, but very soon spoiled by the desire to be amiable. Nevertheless, 
a pleasant evening. 

Still, I don’t believe I’ll have her. 



The German Adventure 


BACK in Grenoble, Beyle had the novel experience of finding himself in 
complete' agreement with his family regarding the future. He had had 
enough of commerce; literature would have to wait: his ambition had 
been aroused, and, for once docile, he asked nothing better than to have 
his grandfather and father start him off on the right road. With open 
arms, Pr. Gagno' aud Ch^rubin welcomed the black sheep back to the 
bourgeois fold. There were to be no more unconventional notions about 
leading an artist's life in Paris, no more wild talk about investing the 
paternal capital in banking schemes: henceforth he would lead the life 
they had always planned for him, that of all respectable folk. Taking ad- 
vantage of his cousin’s influence, he would advance in a functionary’s 
career, he would win official honors, occupy an estimable place in society. 
Henri agreed to everything; his respect for his grandffither was revived, 
he was even momentarily reconciled with “the bastard.” 

Returning to Paris early in July, Beyle took a room he had formerly 
occupied in the Rue de Lille— conveniently near the Daru home— looked 
up his old acquaintances and appeared regularly at the places in vogue. 

Running about town was pleasant, but the important thing was his 
campaign against the Darus, which was methodically conducted. 'The 
schedule was to win ovc.- Martial, get into the good graces of his mother 
and relatives, and then, supported by loyal partisans, open the decisive 
attack on the terrible Pierre. 

All went well in the preliininary skirmishes, but when he was invited 
to a diimer at the Darus* country home in Clamart, a drive of half an hour 
from the Emperor’s palace at Saint-Cloud, he was so frightened that he 
almost convinced himself he was ill and would be unable to keep his 
engagement At the last minute, however, he gathered up his courage and 
presented himself to Pierre’s young 
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Mme. Dam caused him as much uneasiness as her mighty husband, for 
he scarcely knew the one, was awed by the other, and suspected, not 
without cause, that they both regarded him with disapprovaL 

In the summer of 1802, Pierre, then aged thirty-five^ had married 
Alexandrine-Th£r^ Nardot, sixteen years younger than he, and a few 
months younger than Beyle. On this occasion the latter had turned up to 
kiss the bride. Following that, he had let four years slip by with but a 
visit or two to the homd of his cousins. It later pleased him to imagine 
that his single appearance had aroused Mme. Daru’s curiosity: 

“She asked who that young man was. the husband probably answered 
in an angry tone that he was a ne’er-do-well who had just handed in his 
resignatioo,” to which Martial had hypothetically added some information 
about his escapades in Milan and particularly “the famoiu affair over 
Signora Martini.” Thus, undoubtedly dismissing him as a youth of evil 
ways, Mme. Dam had thought no more about him until the beginning of 
1806, when he, his family and his friends began importuning Pierre to 
find him a job. At this time she was Informed that he was working in a 
wholesale house at Marseille and living with an actress, whereupon she 
told a friend that her husband had no intention of doing anything for such 
a wrongheaded lad. However, she had chanced to see a letter “full of 
sentiment and wit” which he had written to Cheminade, and she possibly 
had come to the conclusion that this strange little cousin who fought duels 
over women, shared in Martial’s adventures, preferred working in a 
grocer’s office to being a sub-lieutenant and, withal, was capable of com- 
posing charming letters giight, in spite of appearances, be an interesting 
person. 

In consideration of all this, Beyle felt some uncertainty as to what kind 
of reception awaited him at Clamart, and he was no little relieved to find 
Pierre amiable and his wife gay and friendly. The latter was a vivacious 
young woman, short, a bit plump, elegandy dressed, with chestnut hair, 
heavy eyebrows, ardent dark eyes and a merry face. Beyle, whom she had 
previously left indifferent, now began to find her to his liking, although 
for a long time he was intimidated by the superiority of her social position. 
Reassured by the cordiality of his host and hostess, he forgot his self- 
consciousness and spent what he considered a triumphant evening. 

This visit restored his confidence in himself but did nothing to change 
his situation. Soon there was again talk of war. Relations with Prussia 
had been growing strained just as those with England appeared to be 
getting better. Friedrich Wilhelm, learning that Napoleon was flirting 
with the idea of restoring Hanover to England, mobilized the Prussian 
Army and ordered France to evacuate Germany within two weeks. At 
the »amt time, Fox died, and, seeing all hope of peace collapse, Napoleon 
hastily departed for Germany. 
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Public sentiment in the two countries was at fever heat, and, with war 
in the offing, Beyle decided that what he wanted to be was not an Auditor 
but a war commissary. Finally, on October i6, after nine months of job- 
seeking by letter and in person, he drove out of Paris with Martial Daru, 
not as an Auditor, not as a commissary, but, reminiscent of his departure 
for Italy six years earlier, as a simple supernumerary. 

Nor did he, as he afterward affirmed, witness the battle of Jena — which 
was fought two days before he left the French capital. However, he did 
reach Berlin in time to behold Napoleon’s triumphant entry along Unter 
den Linden on October 27. Two days loiter, Pierre Daru, under the pre- 
text that he could not wait for additional commissaries to be sent from 
Paris, had iiis protege appointed provisional deputy commissary and 
ordered him to proceed “without delay’’ to Brunswick. But Beyle, as usual 
not taking his orders too seriously, lingered on in Berlin for another 
pleasant fortnight. On Christmas Day he set out from his new post for 
Paris to confer with Minister Dejean on the finances of the conquered 
duchy, and by February 5, 1807, he was back in Brunswick, which was to 
be his headquarters for the next two years. 

What a contrast this old German town presented to everything he had 
previously seen I The picturesque houses, with their steep and varicolored 
tile roofs, their o* ^rhanging upper stories, their leaded windows, their 
carved and brightly painted walls; the ornate public buildings of a naive 
and toy like architecture; the neat, cheerful streets with their quaint statues 
and fountains— all this was curiously new for eyes used to the severe 
architecture of Paris and Milan and the dreary lanes of Grenoble and 
Marseille. 

Beyle, however, had already demonstrated his indifference to the physi- 
cal aspect of cities: scarcely a line of his diary or letters is devoted to 
description of the towns he had visited. His attitude was defined once and 
for all when at the age of eighteen he disdainfully dismissed Brescia as 
“a collection of more or less handsome houses, like all cities,’’ and declared 
that the only thing of interest to him in a city was the life of the in- 
habitants. He might also have mentioned the surrounding countryside 
and the sundry urban annoyances, for these things were constantly the 
subjects of his comment in Marseille, as they were to be in Brunswick. 

The annoyances of the latter city were several. For one thing, the 
climate was the worst possible for a man who was easily brought down 
with a cold or fever. Now it would be freezing, with a cold wind and an 
abundance of snow; half an hour later the sun would come out and a 
thaw set in, and between times it rained; all of which not only made the 
country roads dangerous, but filled the city streets with mud— and no one 
in the world loathed mud more than Beyle. Summer came abruptly with 
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no Springtime transition and was apt to be as intolerably hot as the winter 
had neen cold and disagreeable. 

Obliged to go on frequent 'errands in the vicinity, he was exasperated 
by the postilions, who recklessly cut across fields to avoid the boggy roads 
and drew up bcCore every inn to drink a glass of schnapps at their pas- 
senger’s expense. Indoors it was as unpleasant as without: the taverns 
were filled with gloomy beer dnnkers who lived “a purely animal life”; 
the assembly rooms of the houses, overheated by porcelain stoves, were 
kept hermetically sealed, and, when the floor had been wetted down and 
sprinkled with sand, the stifling heat, together with the mingled o^rs 
of stale toba<^ smoke, sand and wet wood, gave him a splitting headache. 

The food, too, was a cruel ordeal for a French country boy with a 
healthy appetite. Did he drive all morning? At noon he would find a 
lunch consisdng of four or five bread-and-butter sandwiches, some punch, 
cake and a bit of chocolate. Did he sit down to a meal in a tavern? He 
would be served a ghastly repast of soup made from wine or beer, an im- 
mense platter of sauerkraut (“a stultifying dish”), a roast accompanied 
by foul-smelling coleslaw and some tasteless boiled vegetables. 

. But worst of all were the German beds! One was engulfed by a feather 
mattress, while a mountain of pillows held one in a sitting posture despite 
the bravest efforts to stretch out normally. There were no sheets: instead, 
an enormous sack filled with feathers pinned down the prospective 
sleeper, “so that, since everybody sweats under this cover, to which the 
heat gives a thickness of two feet, you have the pleasure of being in com- 
munication with all the^ voyagers who have sweated under the same bag 
before* you.” 

There were, however, many compensations for these discomforts, espe- 
cially during the hot summer months. Only a short distance from Bruns- 
wick lay foresu and hilb and green fields and limpid streams. The hunt- 
ing in the hills and woods was excellent, the rural roads were ideal for 
horseback riding, and pleasant excursions could be taken to the Harz 
Mountains. When his duties detained him in town, he found fruitful 
material for his observation of the human heart as it manifested itself in 
the Curious German people — ^preferably, of course, in the female of the 
species. 

Appropriately, he began bis sc^ourn in Brunswick by falling in love. 
But this time he was more reasonable than in the past: with the memory 
of Mflanie still fresh, he did not seek an ideal Julie with a melancholy 
soul. He was content to qike his sweetheart for what she wa^ to play at 
being in love and philosophically to accept defeat. 

Wilhelmina von Griesheim was a beautiful, slender and gracefid girl 
of riventy-one— “that blonde and charming Minette, that soul of the 
North,” ^ caUed her. She was the daugh&r of one of the oldest 
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of the Thuringian nobility: her grandlbther had been a Giamberlain in 
Saxony, her father was a brigadier general of the Brunswick army and a 
fovorite of Duke Karl Wilhelm Ferdinand. 

During the winter and spring he flirted timidly and with his ustial lack 
of success. nearly had Minette’s heart in my hand,” he told his sister. 
“I said to myself, ‘It can’t fail!' Yet it did fail, and cruelly.” 

The fact was, as he ‘soon found out, that a Dutch youth na m ed von 
'Heerdt had been courting Minette for four years and was only waiting 
for her Other’s consent or death to many her. After that, he became more 
circumspect, looking for a means of wiiUiing Wilhelmina’s heart without 
jeopardizing her marriage prospects. He fell back on his first rule of 
seduction, attempting to arouse her jealousy by flirting with her friend, 
Fraulein von Treuenfels — with results no more satisfactory than with 
Ad^e and Mme. Rebuifel. 

Besides these two, their entire circle and many of the townspeople wel- 
comed him to their parties and outings. Among the men, the most curious 
was the Grand Chamberlain von Miinchhausen, middle-aged, untidy, 
avaricious, “a pitiless chatterbox,” with a weakness for bragging and a 
great respect for official decorations. Among the women were Charlotte 
von Oeynhausen, who permitted a moderate amount of love-making, and 
the “fat” but “heavenly” Philippinschcn von Billow, for whom Beyle re- 
tained a permanent admiration. 

Philippinschen, who was destined to enter a convent and die an abbess, 
was the sister of Amelia von Strombeck — ^“a perfect nonentity”— -and was 
loved in a silent, hopeless manner by her brother-in-law, Baron Friedrich 
von Strombeck. Beyle soon became the intimate companion of the baron: 
many years later he wrote him, “You are the only friend I have in the 
language of ja" 

Strombeck was a kindly, sentimental German, a bit of a dilettante and 
a skillful lawyer who was to preside at the court of Celle, Hanover. In his 
Scenes From My Life and Times, he says of Beyle, “At that time, he was 
a young man of scientific culture, aged about twenty-six, who was dis- 
tinguidied by a thoroughly French vivacity heightened by an unparalleled 
good nature.” Beyle returned the compliment in his Histoire de la 
Peinttsre en Italic and Promenades dans Rome, but in 1807 he considered 
Strombeck “ponderous,” and accorded him only the bourgeois and domes- 
tic virtues. 

The two friends explored the neighboring coimtry together and even 
took two or three longer excursions to the Harz Mountains, including the 
Brocken of folkbre fame. More frequently, however, they strolled out for 
target practice or to take refreshment with the Brunswick girk at Der 
Grune Jager, a fustic open-air ca£6 with a Bohemian orchestra, set in the 
woods a diort distance from town. 
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It was during the twilight hours of one of these soft summer evenings, 
sitting with Minette and Strombeck at a little painted table beneath the 
lofty elms of Der Griine jager, that he heard for the first time the light, 
spontaneous airs of Mozart, the sole composer he was to admit to his heart 
by the side of Cimarosa. The musician of the South and the one of the 
North satisfied his two dominant moods— gaiety and melancholy. “On 
the days of happiness, you unhesitatingly give your preference to Cima- 
rosa,’* he wrote a few^years later. “In the moments of dreamy and en- 
chanting melancholy that you find at the end of autumn in the vicinity of 
an ancient castle under the long pathways of sycamores where the all- 
embracing silence is disturbed from time to time only by the rustle of the 
falling leaves, it is the genius of Mozart you love to come across. You wish 
to hear one of his airs played in the forest by a distant horn." 

Together with the awakening of his love of music came an increased 
interest in painting, an art which he was before long to consider as ^e 
sister art of music. But, as ever, his chief interest lay in literature, phi- 
losophy and the facts they contained about the human heart. Eagerly 
he devoured all the printed matter available in Brunswick. He took up 
the study of German and announced confidently, “In six months, I’ll know 
two thirds of German and be acquainted with Gernfian literature,” but, 
after a brief exposure to its multi-sylbbled complexities, he dismissed the 
language as the “cawing of crows.” 

It was during the pleasant stay at Brunswick that, discarding what litde 
remained of his “pure republicanism,” he decided to elevate himself in 
rank by the simple device of adding the noble particle dc to his name: 
henceforth he was known officially and socially as “Monsieur de Beyle” — 
a name he retained all through the Empire. He wrote home for his father’s 
coat of arms (“these bits of foolishness have great value in Germany”) 
and, dressed in that “Parisian elegance” of which he was so proud, suc- 
ceeded in commanding the respect not only of the local aristocracy but 
also of the French generals who visited him. 

In the summer of 1807 he occasionally went with Pierre or Martial Daru, 
the latter of whom was acting as the Intendant of Brunswick, to the 
mountains to hunt deer, but because of the long waits and the sight of the 
stags* suffering he had little taste for this sport. He preferred to shoot 
hares and partridges with comrades of his own rank. He made a reputa- 
tion for himself one day when, driving with some soldiers, he suddenly 
drew out his pistol, took quick aim and sent a bullet through a crow forty 
paces away. 

A new direction was given to his thoughts in September, when the 
pretty young wife of Pierre Daru passed through on her way to Berlin 
and, during her stay in Brunswick, manifested “a great deal of friendli- 
ness** for her cousin, even, as he wrote four years later, “a tender kindness 
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that made him tumble down from the clouds.” She went so far as to pro- 
pose that he accompany her to Berlin and there act as her escort—^ project 
that was nipped in the bud by Pierre, who remarked dryly that, at the 
moment, such an arrangement was out of the question. Mme. Daru con- 
tinued her journey, and Beyle found himself persistendy musing about a 
pair of mischievous black eyes and a merry smile that had seemed (or was 
it his imaginadon again?) to hold out a promise of something more than 
friendship. 

The year 1808 passed by agreeably enough with no serious love affair or 
momentous event. Minette had gone out of his life, he continued to see 
St^ombeck, he made new friends, attended official dinners, played cards 
and billiards, rode horseback, hunted, read, went to the theater, dreamed 
and flirted with sundry servant girls. He experienced a touch of regret 
upon learning that Adele Rebuffel had become the wife of Alexandre 
Pedet, and was immensely interested in the marriage of his sister Pauline 
to a neighbor, Francois Perier-Lagrangc, ”a genuine bourgeois” of thirty- 
two, “goodhearted and thick-witted.” Happy memories came flooding 
back when he heard that Victorine Mounier had returned to Grenoble, 
but no such effect was produced a few months earlier when the forsaken 
Melanie, under the name of Mme. Saint-Albe, finally made her debut at 
the Theatre Fran^iis in Andromaque with Mile. George and the famous 
Talma. In February, Pierre Daru had given him the duties of Intendant 
of the Emperor's Domains. How wonderful his present position would 
have seemed in the spring of 1806, when he was marooned in Marseille. 
Life was pleasant and easy, there was no denying that, but . . . 

The truth was that he was bored. For the second time military life had 
proved to be an illusion: even his ambition often seemed empty, and his 
only moments of deep happiness were those when he was able to dream 
in solitude. He lingered on, amusing himself as best he could. There were 
no regrets when, on November ii, 1808, two years almost to a day after 
his arrival in Brunswick, he was handed the order that permitted him to 
speed back to Paris. 


1806-1808 Paris— Germany— Brunswick 

Voyage to Paris to Obtain a Position 

August /o.— rtq writing this August lo, I arrived in Paris July lo after 
going to see Crozet at Plancy-sur>Aube, in Champagne. 
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in>e Champagne plain: chalk, large trees, an absolutely round hori- 
son in an absolutely flat plain. I passed through M£ry, and arrived at 
Plancy, a burg that has b^me wealthy through business. 

The dignity of Crozet, well-developed words, gestures aimed at 
being noble, but what sterility of ideasi Only for brief moments did I 
find the Qozet who used to read Polyeucte with me. I was prepared for 
disappointments, otherwise Fd have been unhappy. I didn’t at all find 
the Crozet I was looj^ng for. 

M. de Plancy’s grounds, the charming woods along the Aube; really 
striking. I left after a stay of two days. 

We talked of love (he was going to jump out the window) ; books; 
my afiairs with Daru; Mme. de Stael.^ 

I explained the English Constitution to him. He accompanied me as 
far as . . . , on the Troyes highway. There I took the diligence to Paris 
at eleven o’clock. Vanity pesters lidm like the devil and takes away all 
his naturalness and earnestness. 

August / 6 .— I tasted the solid pleasure of having done my duty today, a 
duty of ambition. I read attentively the first seventy-eight pages of 
UEsprit des Lois, After that, to Martial’s (at three o’clock), he took me 
as ftf as the Boulevard Coblentz. Excellent visit. From dbere to Mile. 
Duchesnois’s; a couple of turns in the garden, her superb eyes. I went 
back to Mme. Badon’s; genuine pleasure. 

From there to dinner with Faure and Michaud; I was unusually 
animated today. After that 1 saw Mars in L’lntrigue Epistolaire. She’s a 
true beauty. What pantomimel 

Mme. Rebuffel is coming at seven o’clock tomorrow to take me to 
Clamart.* 

August 20. — Theater. -^incc July 20, the day of my arrival, I’ve done so 
many remarkable things for my ol^ective (in the two houses of the Ru^ 
de Lille and the Rue du Sender) that my Uziness has kept me not only 
from describing them, together with their modves, but even from 
noting them down. 

I’ve seen Henri IV twice, the first dme with dckets given by 
Duchesnois and coming .^rom Legouvf; I didn’t applaud any pftener 
because of that. The first dme I went to the Fran9ais, I was very dis- 
pleased.' 

I went to the Feydeau, the plays made me sick to my stomach. I 
didn’t go to see Duchesnois; I made a big mistake: Pacf, Legouv 4 
Maisonneuve and Chazet were there. 

’Crozet had recently met l(fme. de Stael at the Yonne Prefecture. 

^Suburb where Pierre Daru had a country home. 

*Went once to Dugncon’i^'saw the Prince of Bavaria, an asi fdaying at being a 
prince. Dugazon saqiid. Wagner mwe to than last year. [Note by Beyle.] 
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Tartufe, Mile. Mars> the ideal o£ beauty; at moments she seemed to 
be a living &ce out of Raphael. 

Gaston et Bayard. £verla8ting.bombast, monarchical heroes who make 
me writhe. This play delighted Melanie’s soul; after that, trust a 
woman’s judgment, put your happiness in their hands, artists; that’s 
the kind of judgments they make. 

At th^ Bufia the opening day: ll Matrimonio Segreto, A worthless 
troupe. 

To the Matrimonio a second time. I was completely conscious of my 
soul, which had been awakened by the first performance. Since then, 
^ce to the second act; I was too busy to get there earlier. 

Once to the Cantatrici Villane, which Faure had the nerve to prefer 
to the Matrimonio. 

Today (exhausted after having done that twice with Melanie and 
having sweated horribly all night) I find the overture nice. 

I’m reading VEsprit des Lais with great pleasure. I was received as 
a Freeniason about August 3 (133 livres). 

August 21. — ^I’ve just been at Martial’s (a quarter past ten). Saint-Vincent, 
his assistant, lacks good sense, yet has character. Later, I found M. de 
Pac^ reading the [marriage] contract^; dissatisfied with it, he went to 
Z’s to have him aend it back. Pac6 busy, peevish, angry. Myself, very 
well received, friend. 

August 23. — Got up at six o’clock, went with Faure to the Tuileries. 
Read Tracy. From there to the Regence. Returned to my room, wrote 
three letters. Went to Pace’s, found him at table with Messrs. ChStenay 
and Saint-Floriant; they were amiable, ChSteuay serious; I was quite 
at ease, I left after half an hour so that Martial could be alone with M. 
du Ch&tenay. 

I believe I’ll go to the Matrimonio tonight. 

Hobbes, Nature Humaine, page 217: 

“. . . Likewise, men of prompt imagination have, all things being 
equal, more prudence than those whose imagination is slow, because 
they observe more in less time.” 

•'Iliat’s what makes me hope that I’ll have some talent I observe 
better, I see more details, I see more accurately, even without centering 
my attention on a thing, than Mante and Faure. 

Shortcomings: 1 . 1 reflect on everything I see, I sometimes devote too 
little time to observation. When reading the newspapers, I frequendy 
skip words or parts of words. 

3 . Excessive enthusiasm: I realize all the happiness that could be 
given by something assembled in a single moment, and I wax highly 

'Martial Dam nuteied Charlotte-Xavier de Proidefdnd du Ch&tenet (Chfttenay) 
a month later. 
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enthusiastic; if I happen^ to speak of it, I convince myself by my own 
eloquence; two days later I grow disgusted. 

I got excessively enthusiastic about a job as Auditor; I went to Court, 
I was disgusted by the sight of so many stuffed shirts who didn’t seem 
to be very happy. I noticed this vice several months ago, it seems to me 
that Fve got over it a little. 

I slept this morning and read eighty-four pages of UEsprit des Lois 
and twenty-two pages of Nature Hutnaine. 

August 26. — ^I’ve just read Hobbes’s Nature Humaine. With the exception 
of Chapter IX, this book is on the level of the notebooks I composed 
two years ago in the same place I’m writing this one (Rue de Lille, *No. 
55). He. bored me because what I read was nothing but the words of a 
man of good sense who hadn’t gone to the bottom of his material, or 
else truths that were pointless. Chapter IX^ is the only one that’s useful, 
it starts out in the right direction, everything should be analyzed like 
this. This book, which had left me with so much admiration, bored me. 

Yesterday, the 25th, I went to take Mme. Rebuflel and Adcle to the 
Jardin des Plantes at half-past eleven; I left them at eight. Eight hours 
spent together; I gradually became less stiff with her, but I never ex- 
perience a very intimate pleasure with them because of the dearth of 
ideas. 

We set out in a fiacre, arrived, I didn’t give anything to the custodian 
of the stuffed animals, forty-five sous to the first doorman, twelve to 
the animal keeper. 1 must keep some thirty-sou pieces in my pocket to 
give to these people. 

Wc remarked the Bats, the monkeys, the septicolor (bird), the female 
elephant, but especially the monkey . . . , which has red stripes on its 
face, and backsides of the brightest colors, violet and red, and a fiery- 
red penis. His intelligence, the human expression of his eyes. I gave 
him some pineapple lozenges, he trembled, his nervous spells. 

After dinner, Adele and I talked about things that interested us; her 
mother’s lack of ideas excludes her from any conversation that is at all 
sensible, from which I conclude that Mme. Petiet’s friendship with her 
is aimed at marrying ofi Alexandre. 

Anecdotes about the people in the street: the lady getting into the 
cabriolet; the former dancer; the streetwalker; the love of the muslin 
merchant whom I saw smoking at his door; the performing dogs; a 
little chorus girl whom I know. 

Adhlc told me: '*You must get over that; I’m telling you this a bit 
for myself; if you don’t get over that, you’ll fall into bad ways, and we 

^The reference is to the section in Hobbes’s Discourse on Human Nature deal- 
ing with the subject of laughter. Stendhal tried all his life to develop a theory 
of laughter, but he never got fiur beyond thaf of Hobbes. 
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won’t be able to see you any more. It’s all right to see George^ 
Duchesnois, the principals, but you must stop seeing the others. Martial 
had detestable manners when he was frequenting them.”^ She told me 
a great many things that ought to make me lose my stiffness, make me 
natural with her, and, to my shame, these things, without exactly carry- 
ing me away, gave me a great deal of pleasure. 

Buffdn is her only profane reading. History of man. In what we read 
on monkeys-^he reading with her eyes and I reading half aloud— I 
skipped phrases like this: ‘The females, like women, are subject to a 
mensual flow.” 

I thought I noticed that she was blushing a little, but she kept on 
talking. She hasn’t got the kind of a character to let herself be discon- 
certed by such things. 

Leaving me: “You won’t be long before seeing me again.” 

I believe it’s to shield Alexandre [PetietJ. 

I’ve received 300 livres from my father, it’s the first money he’s sent 
me. 

In the evening, went to Mme. Daru’s, saw M. Daru, left after a 
minute and a half, read Virgil. 

Every morning, Faurc and I read Blair (six pages) and Virgil (one). 
The first twenty pages of Blair appear to me common, very flabby and 
inane. 

September /. — ^I’vc skipped several very interesting days, pleasure is often 
spoiled by describing it. I’m writing now because in this way I increase 
the pleasure I experienced the day before yesterday and yesterday. 

Didn’t I have the weakness to go and fall a bit in love with Mile, de 
Cossc [Adcle Rebuffel]? 

M. Laguette-Mornay, artillery lieutenant of the Guard, came to my 
room at seven o’clock Saturday. Faure and I got dressed, we had break- 
fast and went to the Porte Saint-Denis. 

We left for Montmorency (six livres). An uninteresting plain. 
Laguette talked about the little German girls he’s had. We arrived at 
the church: spire, view. We passed through Montmorency (2,000 in- 
habitants), we arrived at Leduc’s: a room with three windows. We 
went to the hermitage of Janques Rousseau, as we were told by a 
woman of the region. 

A wood of large chestnut trees, charming; the hermitage, a very 
ordinary house and garden. Gretry, who owns it, was there. The part 
of the house in which Rousseau lived; garden; lawn seat near a plum 
tree in the eastern corner against the wall on the east where he used to 

'Adile*s sermoG about actresses was, of course, aimed at Melanie, with whom, 
on the same date a year earlier, the fickle Beyle had gone on an excursion to 
La Pomme which he said he *^00^ remember all his life." 
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go to read; it’s kept in repair; bust o£ Rousseau with some verses by 
Mme. d’Epinay, bilse sensibility and what one owes oneself in society. 

The terrace where he composed Emile, said Gr^try’s good servant 
woman, who was our guide. We gave her thirty sous, and went to spend 
an hour in a little wood a hundred paces from the hermitage; Gr^try 
was there with his nieces, one of them played a few simple notes on the 
piano. 

Laguette read us a few pages of Mme. de Stael’s letters on Rousseau, 
which we had unluckily brought with us, as well as an insipid travel 
book by M. Damih. Mme. de Stael's bombast and preoccupation with 
herself spoiling a few concise ideas. 

Fine view from this little wood, recently built ancient tower. 

We returned via some secluded roads. The War of the Vendee; 
Laguette’s brother-in-law; the cavern where they suffocated some chil- 
dren,, pointed out by an old woman whom the inhabitants were in- 
cautious enough to leave behind. 

The father accompanying his son, who was coming to hand over his 
rifle; the son was shot. Soldiers slitting open the pregnant women, tear- 
ing away their child and bearing it on their bayonet. Soldiers com- 
plaining at being used in this war, desiring the fate of those who were 
waging it on the Rhine, at the sight of the children suffocated by the 
smoke in the cavern. 

We dined. Grounds (thirty-six arpents) of Mme. Daumont-Mazarin, 
a middle-aged woman; charming, the prettiest I’ve ever seen; view 
from the pavilion on the summit, immense view, reminded me of that 
froih Bergamo; less life in this one, however; long horizontal lines; 
eleven villages; spire of Saint-Denis; dome of the Invalides; the heights 
of Montmartre (300 feet) hide the rest of Paris; nothing worth men- 
tioning in the view to the east. 

.The Parisian amiability of our litde driver (sixteen years old) be- 
cause of a litde girl of ten (ugly, bad teeth) who had the door keys and 
who followed us; pleasanmess, playfulness of the young man; the litde 
girl’s looks, similar to those of a woman of twenty-three. 

My companions took no interest in these kinds of observations, or 
didn’t understand them: they were entirely taken up with more serious 
things. I began to regret not being there with two or three women like 
Mile, de Coss£ and two or three Bellisles and Pacfs. I was gendy 
moved, I had tender and delicate thoughts, the enjoyment of which 
would have been tenfcjd if I had seen them augmented by those of 
others, if I had seen other hearts touched like mine. 

I had serious and reasonable companions, not too sensitive and a 
thousand leagues from all that. 

We left; the litde boy resumed the indifferent and unoccupied look 
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of a young man of good breeding. The grayish evening. The rising of 
the moon, a strange effect: it was red and broken up by slate-colored 
clouds. 

September 2.— Fm all in, Fm worn out, exhausted to the last drop, men- 
tally and physically; but I want to employ that last drop to say what 
put me in this state. 

Diniicr with C. Story of Melanie. 

Ten o'clock is striking; I slept with Melanie last night. 

September 4 . — ^Fve decided not to le'ave any more blank spaces, Fll go 
back to the accounts of the previous day when 1 have time. 

^ Since Fve been in Paris, I haven't yet hustled around in a carriage as 
much as today (seventeen livres three sous). 

At Faure's, I translated fifty lines of Virgil.— I went to M. Pace's, 
who wasn't home. I got in a cabriolet at twenty minutes past ten, I 
went to Mme. M^anie Durfey's, from there to Mile, de Cossc’s, where 
I found Pace, from there to Joseph Perier's (young tough), from there 
to the Rue du Bac, passed by the Rue de Babylone, to Quesnay's car- 
riage stand (noon till evening, fifteen livres), from there to my room, 
from my room to Legacque's at half-past one. 

Alphonse and Joseph [Perier] arrived, Dominique too, with a berlin. 
We rode from three till half-past four to the camp; we drove around 
the camp, to the Chateau de Meudon; very extensive view (Paris, 
Saint-Cloud). We were back in Paris at a quarter past nine. We went 
to their house, from there to Melanie's, from there to Frascati (a hun- 
dred and fifty persons, pretty), from there to my room, where Fm 
suffering from a headache and the fatigue of riding in the carriage. 

I must go to see Mme. Z [Daru] tomorrow at Clamart. Mme. Durfey 
is there. Yesterday, the 3rd, dined at the home of Mme. Z, the mother, 
with M. de Z, Pace, Le Brun. The frankness and gaiety of Z, Fm satis- 
fied with this dinner. Thirty others like it would fix me up in great 
shape. 

I went to Pace’s at ten o’clock, I left there at half-past twelve. The 
most intimate confidences. 

Inspection of the Guard. Role of M. de Z; pride, nobleness, virtue. 

THE husband, all is done, at the end of that month the end. 

1 wrote a ten-page letter to my grandpapa. 

Excellent morning. That, with some dinners like the 2nd over a 
period of six months, and I'd be anchored. Fifty lines of Virgil. 

September 6.— This morning I thought I had quinsy, and was an imagi- 
nary sick man. In the evening, all worked up about my visit to Clamart 
I left at a quarter past six. Joseph. Details concerning the purchase of 
cabriolets and* horses (nine livres, fifteen sous) ; fifty minutes from 
Chfttillon to Paris. I found M. Z, his wife, Pac£, Mme. du Ch&tenay, 
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the bride-to-be, an indifferent woman, the children. Martial went to 
the billiard room on some pretext or other. I said to him in English that 
that was his intended; she seems to have some soul, she was all aquiver. 
They left. I was leaving, Mme. Alex [Pierre Daru’s wife] told me to 
stay, that we would play billiards. We played, she against Mme. Est&ve 
and mel I'played badly, but now and then I made some good shots. 

M. Z came in, I played with M. de Z, against him and Mme. Est^ve; 
I wasn’t too much of a fool, as M. Jourdain said. Daru 'invited me to 
dinner tomorrow. Mme. Alexandrine invited me to stay. Daru said, 
**We have a bed to offer you.” We played six games, I left. I’m satisfied 
because I became a little familiar with them and showed a little wit. 
I’ll never again tremble to make any visit after having made that one. 
I became a little acquainted with Mme. Esteve, who looks like, and is, 
a very goodhearted woman. 

Visits like this one do much for my hopes: I’m indebted to Mile, de 
Cosse for having encouraged me along this line. I believe I’ll be entirely 
attractive to Mme. Martial. I believe he’ll be much happier with her 
than with Mile, de Cosse. 

Sunday, 7. — I dined at M. Z’s, I wasn’t overly amiable; I forgot to bow to 
Mme. Esteve as I entered; I said two or three witty things before 
Digeon and Pace. 

Monday, I saw the Mmes. de Cosse. I dined at their home Tuesday 
(September 9) with M. Delmotte, Mile, de Cosse’s confessor. We went 
to a garden, from there for a walk on the Boulevards; I’m invited for 
dinner Thursday, the iith; we’re going to Mousseau [the present Parc 
Monceau]. 

September /o.— Today, the loth, I feel unhappy because of my lack of a 
job. I went to take a bath, met M. de Baure, played billiards with Faure. 
I don’t feel any genuine genius for my comedy; that’s what makes me 
the unhappiest. 

September /8.— Paris, a war town. Napoleon said to M. Mollien: “I’m 
leaving soon. I’m going to preside at the Frankfurt Diet, I don’t know 
whether I’ll have war, bur I want to throw some fear into them.” 

Everybody is excited. I’ve just said good-by to Laguette. All the car- 
riages of the Faubourg Saint-Germain are piled up in the streets. 

The gunner of Vincennes who died because he couldn’t leave; the 
sick soldiers at the Ecole Militaire who jumped out the winddws. The 
tried and proven ardor of the Guards. 

Yesterday I saw four or five of my relatives here. Increasingly close 
friendship with Martial; he came to see me this morning. I’ve just been 
to Mme. Al. Z’s, who w^n’t home. 

if everyone leaves, what will become me? Am I to remain a bour- 
geois of Paris this winter? Am I to go to win honors in the North? I’d 
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prefer the latter, especially with Martial. Nothing would be easier for Z 
than to find me a place ihm. If I made good, it would mean a com- 
mission: if I bungled, it would.be overlooked in the disorder of war. 

But will Z think of me, ist? 2 nd, will he tell me, ‘‘Come**? 

They say His Majesty is leaving Wednesday. Within a fortnight, 1*11 
know my fate, my love for Melanie has revived a little. Fve been happy 
the past few days. 

September 2 j.— I was consumed with ambition all morning long, so much 
so that I could scarcely read. At two.o*clock I went to see Martial, whom 
I found in anger at his assistants, who really are lifeless and conceited 
machines; I dictated a legal document to them until four o*clock; I went 
downsuirs, numb with work, to see Mme. Daru the mother. I felt 
what I already knew — ^that I can be a hard worker. 

Listless conversation, friendship and trust on her part; she invited me 
to dinner without insisting,'as she had enough only for herself. 

At seven, M. and Mme. Z arrived. Monsieur greeted me in a very 
friendly wa/, he was very tired, he had to go to Saint-Cloud at eight. 

I went to Mme de Baure’s: Mme. de Laussat, a Senator. The Em- 
peror is sending them a message tomorrow. Mme. de Baure and I went 
to Mme. du Chlitenay*s to sign MartiaPs contract. A quarter of an hour 
later, Mme, Retufiel and her daughter arrived. AdMe looked like a 
woman of the Court, tall but completely lacking in feeling, even per- 
haps cruel, occasionally without ideas, narrow-minded. 

M. and Mme. Z were there. A reply I made to Z about Pace was apt, 
he admitted it. 

He left at eight, Martial not having arrived yet. 

The signature took place at half-past eight. I wasn't in the least bash- 
ful, but I wasn't what you might call amiable. Sulky look of Mile. 
Chanceny [nickname of Martial Daru’s fiancee]. 1 played bouillotte. 

Martial at first wanted us to joke, and he joked himself, he asked me 
my opinion of his intended, soon a happy look came over him; right 
now, at half-past eleven, he has it completely. 

At a quarter to eleven, Z arrived from Saint-Cloud. “I'll look after 
any errands you may have on the Rhine: I'm due to be at Mainz, that 
is at Frankfurt, on the 6th. The Emperor is leaving the day after to- 
morrow with the Empress.’’ He appeared to think he had been told 
that as a favor. 

I was a little irritated by the departure of my cousins. I talked for an 
hour and a half with Faure, who’s naturally slightly pessimistic in 
general and a great deal for me in so far as I am living on hopes and 
plans for the future; he himself has none at all, and feels excessively 
the rubs that 1 scarcely notice. 

This conversation made me gloomy the rest of the day. 
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1 found some relief however* by doing that with Melanie. My relief 
would have been complete if I had been in love with a woman who 
slept with her husband. 

ilie tragic character into which Tve lapsed is more to Melanie’s 
liking than my usual character. 

September ay.— IVe just been to 11 Matrimonio Segreto; the overture and 
first scene (that of love) gave me exquisite pleasure. The lightest touch 
of the bow on the instrument is perceptible u> me, I begin to enter into 
it through the melody. 

Mile, du ChStenay played me a charming one yesterday. I went be> 
cause Mme. Rebuilcl had told me in the morning that the fiunily would 
be there. Mile. Chanceny complimented me on my patience in listen- 
ing to Martial, who was playing the piano, I realized that I was trying 
hers by staying. I left At Martial’s for two hours this morning; at the 
end, I talked to him about himself in a way that was led up to by the 
conversation; he told me that I could leave with him if I wished, thit 
he’d speak about it to M. Daru this morning so that my fate may be 
decided at once; I’ll be: 

2. Either a subordinate going with Martial; 

I. Or a war commissary ditto; 

4. Or a war commissary going elsewhere; 

5. Or a subordinate going elsewhere; 

3. Or nothing, staying in Paris. 

It seems to me that, in order to justify the latter contingency, Daru 
will be obliged to promise that I'll be an Auditor. That upsets me a 
litde today, we’ll see tomorrow which supposition will be confirmed. 

I’d like to be a war commissary, employed with Martial; if the war 
lasts a long time, as the chances are that it will, a year or eighteen 
months, Daru being the only talented man in the war administration 
and I being with him. I’d have a better chance of promotion that if I 
were an Auditor. 

In any case, it seems to me that my situation is going to be decided, 
and that gives me pleasure. 

If I leave, I’ll take more than ^fioo livres with me; I’ve bought a map 
of Germany from Lesage which clears up that chaos for me entirely. 

September 28.— I went out at half-past eight, I ran into Martial in the 
Rue de l*Universit 4 we made the rounds of the saddlemakers, jewelers 
and others till five o’clock. I went to see the Mmes. de Coss£ at half-past 
dz. Alexandre drove me out at eight. From there, happiness until mid- 
night; happiness of reafon which I thoroughly enjoyed the first in my 
life, I believe. Superb moonlight Coblentz. Memoires sur la Rutsie. 
An at the Cafo'de Foy; the woman on the comer. Walk. The whore. 

Hs^piness. 
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Tuesday, the Martiars marriage. I was returning to my room at a 
quarter past eight from M^nie’s, where I had spent the night, when I 
ran into Martial in his new carriage, who said, "Aren’t you coming to 
the church? etc." I went there at half-past eight, Mme. Daru spoke to 
me in the sacristy, there were tears in her eyes. She spoke to me con- 
fusedly about a scene Alexandrine made with her husband Tuesday 
nig^t at.Mme. du Chitenay’s. Daru said to his wife, “It would be un- 
seemly for you not to come, etc.,” a little reprimand. But his face was 
scarlet, he was sweating profusely and, as a result, was ill during the 
night. 

^That seems to me to show weakness of character. 

The wedding; Mile, de Chanceny’s agitation. We went into the 
sacristy, I displayed some wit with Messrs, de Baure, Le Brun and 
Nougar^de. It was the first time in my life that I wasn’t the last word 
in awkwardness in front of the latter. 

I’m a jfTcar ninny, I must confess; I take all my pleasure in being sad. 
I detect sorrow ^n my heart because Martial hasn’t yet told me definitely 
whether I’m to go along on the voyage to Mainz, and that is not be- 
cause it’s of major importance for my situation, but because, were I 
sure of leaving Paris, I would have the pleasure of getting an impres- 
sion of sadness from everything I see here. 

I’d be plunged into a fatuous melancholy at the sight of the trees in 
the Tuileries, of those beneath my windows, of the highway between 
here and ClaiuRrt. 

This feeling may have its good side, but it serves as a counter-incen- 
tive to action, it casts you into boredom and into the English manner, it 
makes you boring for others, it brings you vexations in society and 
greatly increases your susceptibility to vexations. 

October 6 . — ^My mania for making back entries keeps me from describing 
what happens to me; too, 1 frequently prefer to act rather than to de- 
scribe my actions, frequently I would lessen my happiness if I at- 
tempted to describe it. 

'At nine o’clock, breakfast with Faure; four games of billiards. I went 
to Martial’s. I’d consider it a very great mish>rtune to fall in love again 
with Mile, de Coss^ although I now have means of succeeding whose 
existence I didn’t even suspect three years ago. 

October 9 .— I don’t know why I’m not very happy. Certainly, if my luck 
was the contrary. I’d be very sad. 

This morning at a quarter to twelve. Martial, in his cabriolet, agreed 
that I should go along with him; he isn’t going to take anyone from his 
(^ce; we’re leaving Saturday or Sunday. 

Snee then I’ve been hurrying around (seven livres four sous), I saw 



252 the private diaries op STENDHAL 

Mile, de Coss^; I dined with her yesterday at Pace’s. Is hope about to 
reawaken my love for her? When I told her of my departure, she had 
a few moments of reverie, her eyes are hurting her. 

Alexandre [Petiet] came to get his orders for Burgundy; thus, she 
will be simuluneously without the man she loves and the man who 
loves her. (In loving her, I felt all my old absurdities returning; I'm 
not wealthy enough to be her hiuband, therefore to the devil with the 
whole businessi It’s better to leave.) 

I’m leaving, but without any rank. That’s the reverse of the medal. 

Thursday, October ly, I believe } — ^I believe we’re going to leave with 
Martial in three hours. 

I went to Melanie’s, who, at five minutes past eleven, wasn’t there. I 
wrote* to her. 

Mme. de Pac^ wept; I’m on splendid terms with M. dr Pac^. I’m 
leaving alone with Martial; I’m taking about ifsoo livres with me; 
1,500 on my father and 1,000 on Pcrier, I paid out about 400 livres. ' 

Leaving today, I’ll have been in Paris three months and seven days, 
or ninety-seven days, having arrived here July 10 . 1 haven’t any very 
intense pleasures, but I’ve frequently been contented. 

The most intense pleasures I’ve had were given me by the con- 
sciousness of my progress in the knowledge of life. 

Adele gave me a moment of sentiment at the performance at 
Olivier’s when she drew back against me, pretending to be afraid. She 
talks of nothing but the Petiets. I think she’ll marry Alexandre. 

We were to have left Saturday, then Sunday, then Wednesday; 
we*re finally leaving Thursday. 

I think that’s true. 

From letter to Pauline Beyle, Metz, October /S.— We left Paris the 16th 
at 6:03 in the evening. Leaving Paris, we were rather sad. We con- 
cluded from that that we should laugh more than ever. I’m perfectly 
satisfied with the way Martial treats me. 

We’re going to Coburg, but the Emperor is undoubtedly fur ahead. 
We’re going from here to Mainz, from Mainz to Wurzburg, from 
Wurzburg to Bamberg, from there to Coburg and from there to 
. glory. 

From letter to Pauline, Munnerstadt, October . — ^We slept, for the ist time 
since leaving Paris, at Munnerstadt We haven’t a second to ourselves. 
We are the first French to come into this region, which calls for pre- 
cautions. If you wish to follow the march of a heart you never leave, 
look on the map for Metz, Homburg, Mainz, Frankfurt am Main. We 
only left this beautiful river yesterday, from Frankfurt to Hanau. From 
Hanau to Aschdfiehburg, from there to Wurzburg; from Wurzburg 
'It was October 16. 
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to Werweck and finally to Munnerstadt, after fifteen leagues partly 
covered on foot in the midst of a violent windstorm, our terrified horses 
threatening to’ upset us every minute. At the height of the storm, the 
rain pouring from my hat over my shirt and into my boots, I thought 
of you. This storm, at six-thirty on a boundless plain in the middle of 
a forest in Saxony, without encountering a single companion for five 
hours, gave me unknown sensations. 

From a letter written thirty- four years later, on August jo, 1840, to the 
fourteen-year-old EugSnie de Montijo, the future Empress Eugenie . — 
I thank God for having entered Berlin October 2[7], 1806, with my 
pistols carefully charged and primed. For his entry, Napoleon put on 
his dress uniform of a division general. It was possibly the only time I 
saw him in it. He rode twenty paces ahead of his soldiers; the silent 
crowd was but two paces from his horse; he could have been shot down 
by a rifle from any window. 

From letter to Pauline, Berlin, November 3, 1806 . — I believe we’re going 
to Brun«:wiik; it’s said to be a fine city with a French theater. 

The weather was cold and damp the day before yesterday; we went 
to a review at Charlottenburg at nine o’clock; I had been hurrying 
around since seven; I had a little chill; last night I noticed that I was 
cold, that I had a peculiar feeling; this morning I had the symptoms. 

I’m afraid it’s my slight fever of two years ago. I want to cut it short; 
it used to plunge me into a horrible gloom every night; it’s true that I 
had only my intellectual faculties to make me happy in those days; I 
was in Paris without a fire, without light, without a coat, with holes in 
my boots; it’s quite different here. I must have three or four hundred 
louis; I’m quite well dressed, though not entirely so; I’m badly lodged 
and well fed. 

On the other hand, my mind is unable to make me either happy or 
sad, the poor devil is obliged to remain dormant. 

I’m opposite the arsenal, a superb building next to the King’s palace. 
We’re separated from it by a branch of the Spree, whose waters are 
the color of green oil. Berlin is situated on a strip of sand which starts 
£f little this side of Leipzig. In all the places that aren’t paved, you sink 
in up to your ankles; the sand makes a desert of the city’s environs; 
they produce nothing but trees and some turf. 

I don’t know what gave them the idea of planting a city in the 
middle of this sand; this city is said to have 159,000 inhabitants. 

Here, a thousand rumors of all kinds cancel out each other in a trice; 
you can hardly depend on anything you haven’t seen yourself. I’ve only 
seen the battlefield of Naumburg. I’m only a provisional war com- 
missary. 

From letter to Pauline, November 9. — ^I’m writing you from a wretched 

K 
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village called Schonebeck, near Magdeburg on the road from Berlin to 
Brunswick. We dined on an omelet of six eggs, which Martial and 1 
made, and some soup of bread crumbs, beer and eggs. Yesterday, we 
visited Potsdam, the apartment of Frederick the Great, his tomb. At 
Sans Souci, we saw some specimens of his handwriting and a volume of 
his poetry with manuscript corrections by Voltaire. The man who 
showed us all these things was one of the hussars of his chamber who 
was relieved two hours before his death. He showed us a clock given to 
Frederick by his cherished sister and which he used to wind himself. 
It stopped at 2:21, the moment of his death. 

From’ letter to Pauline, Brunswick,, December 25. — Fm leaving today, 
Christm'as Day, at five o’clock in the morning, for Paris. I was to have 
left a week ago, but the government and the Intendant wanted me to 
await more complete materials for my mission. 

All the preparations for the voyage are finished at last. The weather 
is terrible, a mixture of rain, hail and snow; it’s as dark as an oven; the 
wind blows out all the candles in the w^agon’s lanterns. 

From letter to Pauline, Strasbourg, December jo. — ^As nine o’clock struck, 

I was climbing up the filigreed steeple of the Strasbourg Cathedral, 
higher than the bells and in a raging wind. I thought the tower was 
going to collapse. I’m on my way to Paris; I expect to be there in sixty 
hours, and to stay for twelve or fifteen days. 

From letter to Pauline, Brunswick, March 16, j8oy. — I got out of bed to- 
day for the first time in a week; I had a rheumatic fever accompanied 
by a swelling in the extremities and a skin eruption; it went down a bit 
this morning; I haven’t any fever at the moment, but I expect some in 
a couple of hours. I was afraid, and the people called my friends were 
afraid, that it was scarlet fever, a dangerous and contagious malady 
which isolates the patient from society for two months. I’d already 
planned to make considerable progress in German during this period of 
solitude. 

I’ve been prevented from sleeping almost every night by fever; a 
subject of reflection I cpuld not escape was the need of uprooting 
vanity from my heart. That’s the front door to unhappiness. 

* It’s necessary after that, I told myself, to have independent pleasures. 
Would you believe that one of the fruits of my nocturnal reflections 
is going to make me learn to play the piano Si, signora, in order that 
I may better appreciate good music! I’m becoming more sensitive to 
this fine art every day, and every day I’m growing more disgusted with 
the common run of men, who are much too base and vulgar: they end 
by making me sick to py stomach. 

There’s a rather strange society^here, jvhich Fll describe when 1 have 

\ ttv>| Wt, to Wotoft 4 lasjft mtonx viViki t 
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damsel in this society; my sickness came along and interrupted me in 
this noble enterprise. All the women here arc pretty, but hardly inspire 
anything more than boredom and scorn. 

From letter to Pauline [Brunswick^, April jo.— I was to leave for Thorn. 

I conquered love with great difficulty and, since it must be said, with 
weeping; I was so excited at seven o*cl6ck in the evening— -the time 
when I was going to decide oq my departure — that I ran through the 
streets of Brunswick like a madman; I passed before the windows of a 
little girl I like; I felt myself torn between honor and love. But love 
was the stronger; I went to tell Martial that I wanted to leave; he 
^didn’t want me to, he was relying orl love to retain me, he said every- • 
thing needed to make me stay. 

Tm staying, I consider myself happy; I don*t know why Minette 
[Wilhelmina von Griesheim] has taken it into her head to keep me 
waiting; prudence, vanity and pity order me not to worry about her 
any longer. At a famous ball, I courted another; surprise, unhappiness, 
disappointment on the part of Minette. This other one offered an easy 
victory to cover my retreat. 

Yesterday, I finally became reconciled with Minette; I could tell you 
two or three volumes of little foolishnesses, but I don*t want to take 
advantage of yo\r f*-iendship to bore you. Yesterday, Minette squeezed 
my hand, nothing more; you’ll laugh at me, but, after the life I’ve been 
leading for the past six years, that’s the reason I’ve been so upset during 
the present month.^ 

I no longer have more than a liking for Minette, that blonde and 
charming Minette, that soul of the North, the like of which I’ve never 
seen in France or Italy; the proof of it is that I’m going to try to go to 
Falkenstein, the headquarters of the Army. After what Grandfather 
tells me of M. Daru’s letters, if he has the occasion to write him — I say 
if, for he mustn’t be provoked— ask him to say that I desire to serve in 
the active army, don’t forget my errand. 

This evening, great battle at the ball, where I’m going to be between 
the two rivals; perhaps tomorrow I’ll be as upset as the day before 
.yesterday; but my plan remains the same. I’ll join the Army if I can. 
What attracts me to it is the desire to get a close view of those barnyard 
dogs called men. 

From an undated letter.— \ wrote three days ago, and I meant it, that my 
liking for Minette had entirely passed; I gave her up for Fraulein von 
Treuenfels, whom I love not at all; I was amused by the agitations of 
the two rivals; I finally turned to philosophy for the emotions which 
love was no longer giving me. 

'Years later, Stendhal wrote in his De V Amour, *Thc greatest pleasure that love 
can give is the first hand squeeze of a woman one loves/* 
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Fraulein von Treuenfels as much as told me that she was in love with 
me. It happened last Thursday; this love confession consisting in con- 
fessintg to me the love she had had, and no longer had, for Herr L. . • • 
For the first time, I saw Minette with a lover who’s been courting her 
for four years and is only awaiting her father’s consent or death to 
marry her; even if she doesn’t love him, she ought to prefer him to me, 
who have no desire to marry her. That evening she held the scales even 
between the two of us, but yesterday, Monday, she seemed to love him. 
Would you believe it, for four mortal days I’ve been thinking of noth- 
ing but that! When my soul doesn’t upset my mind, it’s completely 
devoted to finding means of making myself loved by her without harm- 
ing her in the least with her future husband, and there’s no doubt that, 
the day after I became sure of her love, she’d be almost unbearable to 
me. Finally yesterday, with rage in my heart, I recalled the influence 
of the, physical on the mental: I drank a lot of tea, and I partly recap- 
tured my reason, enough at least to be amiable; but she has too muck 
intelligence and passion to be sensitive to this kind of merit. In my 
unhappiness, I turned to all my tastes in search of a distraction: I took 
some little trips. I was bored by books. This morning I reviewed them; 
my eye fell on a volume of selected thoughts from Helvetius; I took a 
horse; I galloped to Richmond (a very pretty English garden as far 
from Brunswick as the Piquepierre bridge is from Grenoble, in a 
flat countryside with light-colored vegetation). Arriving in the cool 
shade, I flung myself down on the lawn: Helvetius consoled me for 
two hours. 

From lett0r to Patdinc, Brunswick, May 28.—! haven’t received my orders 
from headquarters yet. If I don’t get any in the next fifteen or twenty 
days, it will mean that M. Daru prefers to leave me here, and I’ll 
stay. 

That will suit me for my instruction. In six months. I’ll know 34 of 
German, and I’ll be familiar with German literature. I’ll have made 
some progress in the great art of traveling, which is far more difficult 
than is generally believed. 

Fm still working on my sentiments, that’s the only road to happiness. 


Journal from June 17, 1807 to . . . 


I am starting this notebook with all the humility a good Christian 
could ask of himself. The Minette adventure is a lost batde: that will 
teach me the value of time. If she hasn’t given me a sublime moment, 
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like that with Adhlc at Frascati, I have had some with her that were 
very delightful. 

fe ne veux en aimant que la douceur JTaimer. 

This line is almost true of my soul and not of my pride, it’s the latter 
that has put me in a bad humor since Thursday. I’ve just taken my 
second 'music lesson from M. Denys (forty-four francs for twelve les- 
sons), I take two a week, and two others from Herr Maucke, three 
from Herr Koechi. 

I expect to learn to ride a horse* any time now. It appears that 
Daru found me forward to ask to be changed. Martial is beginning 
to treat me well again, because I’m getting to be a flatterer. I’m on 
good terms with all the French. 

I’m reading Tracy {Logique)^ Biran and Helvetius’s U Homme. 

I have my pistols, on which Rasch has just changed the trigger guard. 
I’ve gope shooting a dozen times, seven or eight hundred shots at the 
most. My entire possessions consist of 71 fr. and 50 louis. 

If, as Biran says, we possess musical memory only through the sounds 
we can reproduce, it’s necessary to learn to sing in order to remember 
beautiful melodies. 

Minettc: “I’u be ungrateful indeed if I didn’t love him, he’s loved 
me so long.” 

June 77. — I was exposed to a great danger this morning: Brichard read 
the beginning of this diary, fortunately not to the bottom of the first 
page. 

Yesterday I was almost beside myself with the pleasure I used to 
picture to myself in childhood when I looked at M. Le Roy’s Baign- 
euses} 

Music at Dcr Griinc Jager,* after walking home with Fraulein von 
Treucnfels, who told me her story with Liby. 

M. Le Roy’s studio, there w^s a large and beautiful landscape: a steep 
mountain close to the eye, adorned with large trees: at the foot of the mountain, 
a shallow but wide and limpid stream flowed from left to right at the foot of 
the last trees. There, three women who were almost nude — or without the 
*almost’ — were gaily bathing ... It was a blend of tender sentiments and gende 
voluptuousness. To bathe thus with such amiable women!" Stendhal: Vie de 
Henry Brulard. 

*The Green Huntsman in English, or Le Chasseur Vert in French. This rustic 
open-air caf^ made an indelible impression on Beyle. In Le Rose et le Vert 
he transplanted *'Le Chasseur Vert, an English garden, celebrated for its old 
elms,*’ to the vicinity of Konigsberg. "It is there,” he said, “that two or three 
times a week, at five o’clock of a summer’s afternoon, all the girls and yotmg 
women of the town meet to take their coffee in the open air. There is in- 
variably some troupe or other of Gypsy musicians who play wind instruments 
in the distance, concealed by great elms which are the contemporaries of die 
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Mioette’s expression made her pretty. 

Strombeck and I fired thirty pistol shots, I very badly. 

You may make believe for a month, two months, bi(t you return to 
your true character. I don’t invest my capital in the possession of 
women. Between the ages of sixteen and thirty-one, Martial has had 
about twenty-two women, of whom a dozen came after a genuine love 
affair. I’m twenty-five years old; in the next six years Fll probably fiave 
six. I’ll have twenty horses between now and the time when age pre- 
vents me from riding. 

June /8.— Minette at the Intendant’s. ‘*You put some questions to me the 
other day. I’m entitled to put one to you in my turn: is what you’re do- 
’ ing to Fraulein von Treuenfels serious or are you making a fool of 
her?” 

”In order to answer you, it would have been necessary that you an- 
swer me otherwise the other day. I loved you to distraction, and I still 
love you; there’s no sacrifice, no folly, etc., etc. . . (A vehement 
declaration which was probably listened to with the pleasure of co- 
quetry.) “Will you receive me when you arc Frau von Hcerdt?” 

“Certainly, but I won’t be that for a long time yet.” 

The arrival of her intended cut short our conversation, showing me 
that I’m not yet relegated to a place among the indifferent ones, and 
that her feeling for Heerdt is not passionate love. 

Minette and Philippinchen asked Herr von Strombeck a number of 
questions about me. 

Minette told him, “I’m sure Mina [von Treuenfels] doesn’t love him, 
she Haarsomeone else in her heart,” 

Philippinchen: “Tell me, was it by chance that you came to Der 
Griine Jager the other day?” 

Strombeck started telling her that he didn’t know anything about 
it, that I’d come on horseback to get him, etc. 

Strombeck to Mina, who was reading a letter in German: 

“Ahl You receive billets-doux!” 

“Can it be that Beyle has told you something?” 

l interest their coquetry, I talked a lot to Herr Emperius, who is in- 
telligent but in whom you feel the lack of soul (in conversation, he 
hasn’t a spark of Corinne’s warmth) ; he entirely eclipsed Strombeck. 


last masters of the Teutonic Order . . . Hearts that are ripe for music and love 
delight in these melodies of the wind instruments played at a rather slow 
tempo. The most barren hearts ... are not shocked by it” And, in Luden 
Ltftwen (which he thought of calling Le Chasseur Vert)^ he again speaks of 
these musicians *Svha execute in an enchanting manner a varied of music that 
is tweet simple and rather slow. Nothing cqi^ld be more absorbing, more in 
harmony with the sun setting behind th^ great trees of the forest ” ' 
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. June 79 .— At live o’clock^ I went to take my first riding lesson from 
Quartermaster Lefaivre, a narrow mind. 

I went shooting with Munchhausen and Herr von Heerdt. I shot 
quite badly. This company makes me sick. 

Herr von Heerdt is a handsome likeness of M, David [of Grenoble], 
mathematics professor, physically and mentally. Small stature without 
either grace or strength, some good sense, speaking several languages 
well, b(it he isn’t, it seems to me, what could be called an intelligent 
man. 

Heerdt said to Herr von Strombeck: 

“I’m delighted to have M. dc Beyle go with me, he pleases me 
^eatly, etc.” (This is a translation.) He finds everything good in me, 
he doesn’t treat me at all like a rival. 

I’m in wrong with Frau von Strombeck for having been a bit of a 
Valmont one evening. It’s not the first time I’ve gone too far. 

Herr von Lauingen invited me to dinner at Lauingen, afterward 
Frau and the two Fraulein von Griesheim, Herr von Heerdt, Herr 
von Strcinbctk and I are going to Grossen Twilpstedt [Gross Twulp- 
stedt, Strombeck s home]. 

This morning at one o’clock, returning from La Mache, where I had 
spent two hours with Hcrren von Heerdt and Munchhausen, I experi- 
enced a couple hours of disgust with everything in the world, even 
with Helvetius’s UHomme, which I was then reading and which 
seems to me good sense itself. I find more in one of its chapters than in 
whole volumes by others, both more clearly stated and better demon- 
strated. 

Strombeck agreed with me tonight that the Germans’ weak point is 
to be too meticulous. Their legislation undoubtedly leads them to this. 
How many receipts, how many cashiers’ offices, how many employ- 
ments there are in the Brunswick financial administration! What com- 
plexities in the distribution of justice! 

June — Voyage to Tu/ilpstedt.-A returned last night from Twilpstedt. 

Strombeck and I left Saturday at half-past eight. Frauen von Strom- 
beck, von Griesheim, Philippinchen and Minette had left half an hour 
before the carriage; Herr von Heerdt escorted them on horseback. 

We arrived at Lauingen at half-past eleven, lunched well, as a Ger- 
man would say, on rum, bischof, cakes, butter and chocolate; nothing 
hot. 

I was satisfied with myself all day, I was occupied with my situation 
with Minette and Herr von Heerdt. Minette constantly sought me out, 

I was a bit bashful till dinner, it brought about a revolution. 

After dinner, I saw clearly that Minette was in an amorous ecstasy 
that wasn’t a matter of sentiment but the opposite of it; this points out 
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a great means of seduction. I ended by speaking to her very well of my 
love in veiled but unmistakable words. From that moment until we 
left, Herr von Heerdt was sad: he really loves her. 

I didn’t know anything about Holland, he gave me the first ele- 
ments of a description of its position. 

Shamefully pillaged. Capital diminished by two thirds. The King 
wanted to'seize the money in the bank, he was warned that there would 
be a revolt, ruining their credit: he ruined them. A strong and genuine 
spirit of liberty. Hatred of the Spaniards is still national. Generally 
speaking, all Holland is under water; some places sixty feet. Dutch 
character, as unpleasant as it is grave. Peasants near Amsterdam who 
have possessions worth eight hundred thousand or a million francs.^ 

Herr.von Heerdt himself, a Frenchified Dutchman, but only slightly 
so. You always feel his fund of good sense. He told Strombeck not to 
aid in marrying Philippinchen to Herr von Lauingen, it wouldn’t be a 
success; i.e., he’d be a cuckold. Yet he himself is deeply in love with 
Minette, he’s with her all the time, he talks to her incessantly; that’s in 
absolute opposition to French mores: such an unconcealed preference 
shocks society, disrupts it. The Germans, being less civilized, are con- 
cerned much less than we with what disrupts society. 

The husbands are forever fondling their wives, but in a phlegmatic 
and listless manner. 

All the Germans of Strombeck’s acquaintance married for love, 
namely: himself, Strombeck; Herr von Miinchhausen; his brother 
Georg; Herr von Bulow; Herr von Lauingen. 

I must ask Faure for a list of twenty or thirty French husbands with 
the reasons for their marriage; in general, convenience, which is re- 
lated to vanity, the usual passion of the French. 

June jo. — Quite a happy day, this morning on account of the money from 
my father. I went to Der Griine Jager at one o’clock, I fired thirty shots 
at twenty-five paces: two bull’s eyes. On the way back, the first good 
trotting weather I’ve had this year. I returned tonight with Strom^ck. 
Fraulein von Grieshcim and Fraulein von Oeynhausen were there. I 
made the latter a bit amc^’ous during supper, from what I was able to 
guess. Strombeck came back with me, we looked at the stars. 

• This morning, July i, 1807 , 1 sang with M. Denys for the first time 
the duet, " 5 e fiato in corpo avetc!' 

July i — A happy day. The Griesheim girls, their mother, Frau von Strom- 
beck, Fraulein von Oeynhausen, Herr von Heerdt, Strombeck and I 
went to the Hasse Mountain. 

^1 am extracting this piece from the present diary fox lovb June 23, 1820. [Note 
by Beyle.] (The linos immediately following, as well as the entry of July 6, are 
tte nucleus of Chapter LVIII of De VAmour^ 
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Through experience, I am realizing a truth from which my laziness 
was taking me away: namely, how useful it is to choose the proper 
moment. Fd have done well to put this into practice with Pac£ and 
some women. 

Fve seen Philippinchen, the ht and sensitive Philippihchen; she 
could have been made to understand things that day which were im- 
possiblic on the other days, yesterday, for instance, at Frau von Lefzau’s. 

She, Minette, Herr von Heerdt and I got lost.^ Frau von Griesheim’s 
anger, the embarrassed look of the susceptible Lauingen, the host; his 
detestable dinner. 

^ I was (as much as my stature pefmits) a handsome man that day. 
First day of my gray coat. I seemed to notice a little agitation on the 
face of ^tAtiTTrtStoi^ at half-past eight in the morning when I went into 
Strombeck's. She’s here for four days. Very happy day. 

July 4 . — ^At Frau von Lefzau’s. Boredom. What kind of a face should you 
put on in society when you’re bored or sick.^ 

A person is quite right to say, Audaces fortuna juvat; with all due 
respect, what subterfuges are necessary in order to pinch Fraulein von 
Oeynhausen’s thighs 1 From sheer boredom, I did so yesterday with 
success. I even touched the spot where the ebony must start to shade 
the lily. But F^* afraid that Frau von Strombeck, who was filling the 
functions of a mother, noticed it and was angry. 

All in all, as Mirabeau said, Fve had enough of Brunswick. 

Sunday, 5 . — K hot day. I wrote to the little Italian girl I never saw. I fired 
seventy pistol shots at La Mache. 

I received a letter from Faure well describing those moments of 
happiness which the Theatre Frangais has sometimes given me. The 
day before yesterday, I received about 580 francs from the government. 
Fve been getting 4 ecus (3.877 x 4) a day since May 24. That’s one of 
my faults: my laziness and bashfulness are costing me 30 fredericks 
and an ecu a day as long as Fm heie. 

July 6. — ^Very nice party at Wolfenbiittel, given by Strombeck. Frau and 
the two Fraulein von Griesheim, Fraulein von Oeynhausen, Frau von 
.Strombeck, Strombeck, Herr von Heerdt and I left at two o’clock. I 
was well mounted ar.J dressed with elegance. (Here is what I under- 
stand and wish to make understood: you may wear a suit costing five 
hundred louis and not be elegant; elegance comes from clc rhes being 
adapted to the character of the day, different from those worn the day 
before, etc., etc., an important thing for a man who is ugly.) 

'I was devilishly and ridiculously romantic eighteen months ago. [Note added 
later by Beyle.] 

*Philippinchen. von Bulow, Strombeck's sister-in-law, whose name Beyle fre- 
quently writes in Greek. 

K* 
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Hcerdt’s good nature. His anecdotes^ which he tells well for this 
country, win over Strombeck completely. He’s frankly and openly in 
love with Minette, he follows her everywhere and all the time, talks 
to her incessantly and very often at ten paces from the others, most 
often in French, in a serious, ponderous way and without grace. He 
has an ignoble figure, a dull face, much smaller than 1. No wit or in- 
telligence (new ideas, sallies, vivacity), but good sense. He tells stories 
with clarity and sufficient warmth, constantly mixes Dutch with Ger- 
man, which has its charm. 

As ass, said Lichtemberg, is a horse translated into Dutch. Dutch is 
the height of the ridiculous for a German ear. 

Yesterday and today, I made the mistake of wearing Strombeck out 
with talk about myself. I lose all my grace by having an accentuated 
manner with him that perhaps frequently bores him. 

Now that he’s going to have supper alone with his wife, I should 
regain my grace by going more rarely to see them in the evening. 

The open manner in which Herr von Heerdt courts Minette would 
be the height of indecency, ridicule and rudeness in France. 

But then, Strombeck told me as we were returning that, of all the 
women in his family (very large), he didn’t believe there was one who 
had made her husband a cuckold. 

^ His strange proposal to his sister-in-law, Frau von Knisted, whose 
family is going to die out through lack of male heirs and all the prop- 
erty to revert to the sovereigns, received with haughtiness, but, “Don’t 
ever speak to me of it again.’’ 

He hinted something about it to ® [Philippinchen] in very veiled 
terms; unfeigned indignation, diminished by the terms instead of be- 
ing accentuated: “Have you no longer any respect at all for our sex? 
For the sake of your honor, I choose to believe that you’re joking.’’ 

During one of his voyages, leaned on his shoulder while sleeping 
or pretending to sleep; a jolt threw her a little on him, he squeezed her, 
she moved over to the other side of the carriage. He doesn’t believe her 
to be unseduceable, but he believes that she would kill herself on the 
morrow of her crime.^ It’s perhaps his pride that makes him believe in 
t;his sequel, he loved her passionately, ne fu riamento, e non Vebbe [was 
loved in return, and didn’t have her]. 

On the other hand, a married man convicted of adultery can be sen- 
tenced by the courts to ten years in prison. The law has fallen into 
desuetude, but it still keeps this matter from being treated lightly. It’s a 
loag way from being, like in France, a quality that one can scarcely 
deny in front of a husband without insulting him. 

'If I die, I beg, in the name of honor, that this diary be burned without being 
read. In the name of honor, Frenctanen. [Nofe by Beyle.] 
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A few years ago, a woman told her husband, a man of the Court here, 
that she’d made him a cuckold; like a fool, hie went and told the duke 
about it, the ^n who made him a cuckold was obliged to tender his 
resignation from all his en;iployments and to leave the country within 
twenty-four hours as the result of the duke’s threat to apply the laws. 

Fve said elsewhere that the majority of the men marry for love. They 
aren’t cuckolds, but what wives they havel Chunks of wood, clods 
destitute of vitality. Not that I don’t prefer this sort of thing to Mme. 
Pac£ badly playing the role of a Frenchwoman, playing it like an in- 
competent debutante, with no flexibility, no. progress. 

To finish with the subject of women, their dowry. It’s just about 
toothing because of the fiefs: Fraulein von Oeynhausen, daughter of a 
father who has an income of 30,000 francs and who makes a profit from 
his landholdings, will possibly have a dowry of 7,500 francs (2/xx) 
icus) : Frau von Strombeck had 4,000 ecus (4 x 3.877), she’ll have 1,500 
or 2,000 more at the death of her mother. The supplement of the dowry 
is payable to the court in vanity. “Among the bourgeoisie,” Strombeck 
told me, * jj^rtirs of a hundred or a hundred and fifty thousand ecus arc 
to be found, but you no longer have any chance of being presented at 
Court, you’re isolated from all society where there is a prince or prin- 
cess; ifs frightful/^ 

A German v jman with the soul of fl^iXiTnrtStov, a great deal of intelli- 
gence and the noble and sensitive face she must have had at the age of 
seventeen (she’s twenty-nine or thirty), being respectable and natural, 
judged by the country’s standards, for the same reason having only the 
small dose of religion necessary, would undoubtedly make her husband 
very happy. 

'"But he was married r she answered this morning when I blamed 
the four-year silence of Corinne’s lover, Lord [Oswold]. 

She stayed up until three o’clock to read Corinne, it had a deep effect 
on her, and she answered me, ^*But he was marriedl” There’s a woman 
who’d be bound by marriage. 

But, without being pretty, even found to be prudish and insensitive 
by the petty minds set on petty souls like Christian von Miinchhausen,^ 
for instance, she made me walk four long leagues this morning. I ac- 
companied them (at eleven o’clock) as far as Ordorf, a long mile away, 
I came back to Der Grune Jager, fired twenty shots at twenty-eight 
paces; went to bed with the host’s daughter for the first tin' , and bc- 
ggn writing this at four o’clock. 

She’s the first German woman I’ve seen who was totally exhausted 
after sex. I made her passionate by caresses; she was very afraid. 

was wrong; h^'s a good fellow, one of the best-bred men in the region, but 
witless and with an ordinary sensibility. October jSo 8. [Note by Beyle.] 
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Tm gradually learning my trade. 

Yesterday^ I saw a fine black dog nine months old for which the 
Wolfenbiittel dogcatcher asked 2 fredericks (2 x 20 f . 80 c.). 

July 70 .— Bought the black dog, which I named Brocken, ii 6 cus: the 6 cu 
is worth 3 f. 887 thousandths.^ 

Voyage to the Brori^eu.— Monday, July . . . , Herr von Strombeck and 
I left for the Brocken in superb weather. We went iji his barouche, 
drawn by two militax^ horses; he had his servant with him. Our trip 
lasted sixty-four hours and cost each of us . . • 

We reached Videlah about nine o’clock. The countryside takes on 
some character as you approach the Harz. At one o’clock, we dined at 
the inn La Truie Rouge^ at Ilsenburg. 

We started out for the Brocken at four, and reached it about eight, 
tired out, although Herr von Strombeck was less so than I. There’s 
nothing unusual about the little valley leading up to it; the people of 
the region admire it because it’s the first mountain they have seen. The 
Ilsenstein, or Use cliff, in my opinion merits no attention, and yet it’s 
famous. On the Little Brocken, a half hour before the real one, there’s 
an abandoned house. On the summit of the Brocken, Graf von 
Wernigerode, sovereign of this region, has built a house with walls five 
feet thick. It’s made of granite, like the mountain itself. The house is 
exactly on the summit. This summit is covered with big blocks of 
granite, everything indicates a mountain falling to pieces. This house, 
I believe, is noteworthy in that it’s possibly the only one in the world 
at this altitude from which the view extends to every side. The plains 
leading to the forest of Thuringia, toward Gotha and Weimar, can be 
seen as clearly as those of Brunswick and Hameln. The Brocken is the 
highest inhabited point in Germany. We found it cold there, with a 
wind, the like of whose violence I have never encountered. 

I was all in. After drinking some rum, beer and tea, we took a turn 
about the house and went up in the tower. The wind was so violent 
that it seemed warm to me, it seemed as though we were hearing 
forty or fifty drums being beaten continuously. Our view extended over 
about a quarter of a leagi'e, all the abysses surrounding us were filled 
with clouds. 

•We ate quite a passable supper, considering where we were. The 
rooms were clean; if it weren’t for the rabble from Gottingen and 
Helmstedt, who come there in swarms and smash up everything 
(they’re students for the most part), the count would have the rooms 

'Stolen a few months later.* [Note by Beyle.] 

'Beyle’s French translation of the inn’s name means 'The Red Sow.” The actual 
name was apparently- Zu den Roten Forellen, which means “The Red Trout*' 
and in French should have been “Les Truites Rouges.” 
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kept much neater. The host he engages has been there for five or six 
years; three of his children were born in this end of the world, he*8 
separated from the rest of the earth for three months; he told us that 
his children were baptized at the return of the fine season. 

He showed us some small quarto volumes in which it’s the custom 
for each foreigner to put his name and a platitude on the Brocken in 
the form of a motto. They usually admire, in bad spelling, the might 
of God, who plucked the Brocken from the void. The volume before 
the one in which wc put our names started with: Friedrich Wilhelm I, 
Luisa, Konigen von Preussen, written in German script. I was sur- 
^prised at the small number of foreign names; I came across two French 
inscriptions and one Italian as I thumbed through it. I was also sur- 
prised at the dullness of such a collection, but that didn’t prevent a book- 
seller from having the first four or five volumes printed. That’s the limit, 
but it seems to me that more is printed in Germany than in France. 

From letter to Pauline, August 10. — You’ve undoubtedly met Victorinc 
[Moupier ] by now. Tell me exactly and entirely your impression of her 
and the character you believe her to have. I’m asking you for a snap < 
judgment, for you’ve seen her very litde; at the same time, I’m eager 
to have this judgment. 

From letter to Pculinc, September 2.— But write me at length about that 
charming Victorinc. I believe you’re right; she’s a very rare souL I 
loved her dearly, and I saw her seven times in my life. All my other 
loves have been but reflections of that one. I loved Melanie because she 
reminded me of her character. You must realize how precious the 
tiniest details on Victorinc are to me. Does she love her brother as 
much as they say? He’s one of the most insensitive persons I know, 
really made for. the society of this century. 

Try to find out whether she’s in love in Paris or Rennes. 

From letter to Pauline, October 6. — ^Herc arc the principal works of 
Mozart, a musician born for his art, but a soul of the North, better 
fitted to depict unhappiness 01 the tranquillity produced by its absence 
than the ecstasies and gracefulness that the mild climate of the South 
'bestows upon its inhabitants. As a man of ideas and sensibility, he’s 
infinitely to be prefeired, the artists say, to all the mediocre Italian 
composers; but, as a rule, he’s far beneath Cimarosa. 

Music consoles me for many things: a little aria that I hum in a 
falsetto voice refreshes me after two hours of red tape. 

November 9.— It takes too many words to describe well. That’s what has 
made me interrupt this diary since the beginning of July. It would be 
useful to write the annals of your desires, your soul: that would show 
you how it could be corrected, but it would perhaps have the drawback 
of making you meticulous. 
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My bay horse got the staggers; 1 bought a gray one in October for 
35 fredericks, light but not sturdy, handsome however, 

Fve killed three partridges on the wing, to my great surprise. 

Tve gone to Elme several times with M. Daru. He again spoke of 
our former differences with extreme benevolence. 

Grand Marshal von Miinchhausen has entirely satisfied me by his sort 
of excuses. This affair is closed and good to be forgotten about.^ 

Fve got over my love for Minette. I sleep every three or four days, 
for physical needs, with Charlotte Knabelhuber, a girl who’s kept by 
Herr von Kutendville, <a wealthy Dutchman. Fm pleased with myself 
on that score. 

Mmc* Alexandrine Daru passed through here and greeted me in a 
way that seemed friendly. 

I took a pleasant trip to Hanover.^ Fve had Jeannette.* I won 34 or 
35 napoleons from the amiable Digeon. 

I was absent from Brunswick with Reol eight days minus a few hours 
(October 26 to November 2). An agreeable trip about which I plan to 
write a separate journal. 

Yesterday, a lively ball at Frau von Marenholtz’s, with whom 
Brichard spends all his time very conspicuously. Strdmbeck was miser- 
able while we were having a good time. He wrote me these very 
words: **Last night was one of the most terrible of my life: my wife 
disconsolate, and myself in no condition to console her. All night long, 
the image of my Karl was before my eyes. — That will finish as every- 
thing finishes.” 

He tost his son Karl from the croup. I was at his house several times 
the day of his death. 


1808 


January 74.— Of all our acquaintances in Brunswick, the only really in- 
telligent one is Jacobsohn. Together with intelligence, he has all the 
finesse of the Jew he is, and two million. 

A great deal of imagination of the orienul kind; but he doesn’t 

^Por an unknown reason, Beyle almost had a duel with Munchhamen. In his 
Vie de Henry Brtdard, he says, ‘*At Brunswick, my clumsiness might have sent 
me ad patres with the Grand Chamberlain Miinchhausen, fortunately he was 
oof brave that day, or rathpr, he did not care to compromise himself.*’ 
^Apparently meaning Hamburg. A long letter^to his sister, dated November 25, 
daqdbes a trip to Ifiunburg with R6ol. 
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speak French well, and his vanity is too unguarded. By flattering his 
vanity at the baths of Helmstedt, they made him spend two thousand 
&US. By handling him properly, you could make him spend ten, but in 
his household he’s miserly like a Jew. 

# 

Herr von Sicstorpf, master of the hounds, intelligence No. 2. 

A man of sixty, 80,000 francs income. A physiognomy expressing 
finesse 'and malice. Badhearted; he’s never given financial aid to any- 
one. He ordered a telescope from a poor young artist of Brunswick 
(Herr von Sicstorpf is a very great enthusiast- for this sort of endeavor) ; 
he was to have given the poor young man 200 &us; when it was fin- 
Msbed, he would no longer give him more than sixty. 

They say he was little affected by the death of his only son, who died 
at the age of twenty-four, and disapproved of the latter’s love for a 
natural daughter of the Duke of Brunswick, I believe, but having 
the title of countess, lady of honor, received at Court, etc. A hard 
man lyith no consideration for misfortune. Somewhat resembles a 
boar. 

No. 3. HeVren von Miinchhausen, Ambassador; von Strombeck, 
Councilor. 

These two men combined would make two charming men. They 
have a merit that is quite different the one from the other. Herr von 
Miinchhausen, a man of high society, a pitiless chatterbox, is forever 
recounting fairly diverting anecdotes. Puts himself forward a bit too 
much, is always reminding you indirectly that he was present when 
Prince Heinrich, M. de Boufflers, M. de Nivernais, etc. said such-and- 
such an amusing thing. An income of 36,000 francs, life annuities for 
the most part. Miserly and unkempt to the last degree. Placing his 
whole happiness, his wholf existence in decorations, ribbons, badges, 
etc. At bottom, a man of the Court. 

A good musician, playing the harmonica, piano, etc. well, having 
published music. All told, a specimen of the upper society man. Fifty- 
five years old. 

All of which is the contrary of Herr von Strombeck, who looks like 
an apothecary. Heavy, ponderous and slow-witted; and yet ideas, which 
are neither sound nor accurate, on the subject of virtue and govern- 
ments. A good friend, a very fond father, a good son, a good brother. 
Loving the arts, having a little knowledge of astronomy, well educated 
but lacking the philosophic spark, unable to unify his ideas, his lovb 
POR Thirty-five years old, and an income of 12,000 francs. 

His wife is a mother, nothing more. A perfect nullity, mildness, 
virtue, but ghastly sluggishness; a German woman as much as it’s pos- 
sible to be oni^ 
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4. Herr von Bothmer, Grand Chamberlain. Is sixty-six years old. I£ 
he were only forty, we should undoubtedly have placed him as No. i. 
Ravenous appetite, eating as much meat as three ordinary men. Knows 
six language^ has composed some nice German dramatic compositions. 
Has the literary taste that prevailed in Germany under Frederick the 
Great The great Germans— Goethe, Wieland, Klopstock, Burger, 
Herdet, Schiller~have changed that. 

Herr von Bothmer js no longer anything more than a shade of what 
I believe he used to be. He has nothing to live on but his salary, 6fiOO 
or 7,000 francs; he’s commander of the Protestant branch of the Teu- 
tonic Order. He’s kindly through philosophy and also, 1 believe, 
through tenderheartedness; and, he deliberately sings everybody’s 
praises 'with an appearance of candor, which makes everybody de- 
lighted. Has a great love for Frau von Marenholtz, his daughter, an 
accomplished coquette who completely captivates Brichard. 

Father of a witless savage, a genuine military man, excessively 
strong, well fitted to disgust any man thinking of following the pro- 
fession of arms. This son, named Ferdinand, didn’t want Brichard and 
me to call him that. 

Herr von Bothmer doesn’t have liberal and settled ideas about any- 
thing. He’s a mediocre and amiable little philosopher. Jacobsohn, on 
the contrary, is really the most intelligent man here. No one would have 
any doubt about it if only he knew French passably. 

January ij . — ^Dined with General Rivaud, division commander. 

A bit upset by dizziness for the past three days. Herr Haeur, a 
reasonable doctor. 

Martial is still in Cassel with his brother; I’m here, occasionally 
building castles in Spain and seeing myself a war commissary in three 
. months, and, what’s more, going with M. Z to Portugal or Greece. I’d 
be delighted with such a voyage. All in all. I’m contented with my 
position and rank; the climate is the only thing that puts me in a bad 
humor from time to time. 

February r . — ^I received M. Dam’s letter assigning me to the Domains.^ 
I’m not enthusiastic about this favor; I don’t know yet what I ought to 
do about it. 

February /&— I dined for the second time at the Prefect’s. Brichard rather 
bores me. The inhabitants and I don’t have much affection for each 
other. I’ve bought The Last Supper, the portraits of Frederick and 
Raphael, a beautiful landscape by Lorrain and a view of the midnight 
sun at Tornel. 

‘Dam had entrusted Beyle with the duties of Intendant of die Emperor’a 
Domains. 
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I’m going to put under these portaits and landscapes: 'The North 
and the South, both of them great; which was the happier?” 

February /p.— I’m going hare-hunting tomorrow. We’re leaving at half- 
past six; it’s at Wolfenbiittcl. ' 

I’m still sleeping with Fraulein Charlotte from time to time. 

I have strong but fleeting desires for several women. Moreover, the 
ethic I described last year in the notebook before this one has almost 
turned' into habit. In this respect. I’ve gained. My bashfulness is dis- 
appearing too. 

Were I serving under an Intendant General other than M. Daru, my 
relative, this sentiment would be alrtost unknown to me by now. 

A month ago I wrote Tracy a letter that Faure didn’t like very much. 

Adele is marrying M. Petiet.' 

I must get rid of a bit of pedantry in my manners, possibly the result 
of bashfulness. 

February 25. — Since the last entry Fve killed three hares, the first quad- 
rupeds in my life. 

Wine and music give me pleasure. 

Magnificent weather, frost and sun for the past week. 

I gave a dinner, for the first time, for seven people (ninety-two 
francs). A semi-official dinner that was a success. 

The next day, duck-hunting. The only things we killed were two 
crows. 

Yesterday, the 24th, I was bored with Brunswick, I was in good 
shape, no longer suffering from fever in the past few days, but always 
unhappy out of boredom. 

March 2.— I left Herr von Siestorpf s at eleven after having written, with 
this pen, until eight a long letter to the Intendant General. 

I also wrote Lambert one, in which I told him what I think of this 
country — namely, worse than hanging. That made me inclined to be 
gay tonight, and I was so, not bashful in the least. 

I lost three &us, a week ago ten; I won twelve or fifteen a fortnight 
ago. 

Lambert’s letter contained some things on Calabria and the music of 
Naples that confirmed my ideas instead of modifying them. I’d find 
mankind almost natural in Calabria. 

My eyes took keen pleasure tonight in Fraulein von Klosterlein’s 
beauty. 

March j.— Dull company and faro game at General Rivaud’s. Madame 
had a fever. Saucerotte taught me how to win by observing the 
sequence of the cards, because they don’t shuffle them. 

The marriage took place three days earlier. 
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March 4 .—I received a very friendly letter from Martial, who speaks of 
the Guard, but I don’t believe it would be to my interest to go into it* 
Z would be jealous of the way in which it was done. I’m taking an 
examination in which I hope to come off well. Once in the Guard, I’d 
no longer be available. I’m probably going to be a commissary. This 
intendancy may lead to a real one. 

March 6. — ^The population of Brunswick took the oath. Gothic ugliness 
of the building where the authorities were gathered. 

The ignominy of the bourgeois during official ceremonies always 
makes me sick. 

The Burgemeister of Brunswick, a ridiculous figure, read a speech 
which nobody heard. He didn’t have the presence of mind to inform 
the public when it should raise its hand; this movement was made 
partially, and everybody laughed. The Germans swore allegiance by 
raising two fingers. 

Ceremonies of this kind always make me sick because they recall 
the ignominy of Grenoble. They’d have a much worse effect on me 
were I to sec them in Grenoble itself. 

March ir . — I write all my official letters beneath Raphael’s portrait, whose 
expression changes with the hours of the day. This handsome face, 
which extracted happiness from its heart, keeps my soul from shrivel- 
ing up completely. I also have Morghen’s The Last Supper, copied by 
Rainaldi.^ I’m very pleased with it, especially with the figures on the 
right of Jesus. I also have a beautiful landscape by Lorrain, the mid- 
night sun at Tornca and the portrait of Frederick II. 

I want to put Frederick beside Raphael, and under Frederick: NorM; 
under Raphael: South; under Lorrain: South; under Tornea: North. 

This gives a little of my impressions. 

At eleven last night, there was a knock on my door. It was the excel- 
lent General Michaud and Durzy, who were staying at the H6tel 
d’Angleterre. General Michaud’s excellent greeting, his extreme kind- 
ness. How pleased he looked, how he embraced me on entering and 
leaving, how he lit my wav right to the last landing! 

I ’was contented as I returned at one, with that rare joy given by 
men’s contentedness. 

He joked with me about AdMe’s marriage. A queer panegyric of 
Petiet; he believes he’s going to become tubercular. 

I received a letter from my sister; there’s a year of experience be- 
tween this letter and the last one. Agitation forms a person. She has 
become very friendly, with Victorine. 

'An, engraving of Leonardo.da Vinci's The Last Supper was made in z8oo by 
Saf^llo Morghen and copied by his pv^il, Frs^cesco RainaldL 
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Voyages jSiticz November 139 i8o6» the day of my arrival in Brunswick: 
December 25, left for Paris, arrived back in Brunswick February 5. 


Went to Wolfcnbuttcl 

9 times 

To Hamburg 

once 

To Casscl 

ditto 

To Blankenburg 

ditto 

To the Brocken 

ditto 

To Helmstedt 

ditto 

To Twilpstedt 

ditto 

To Halberstedt 

ditto 

Hunting at the Elmc 

seven tii 

To the Hasse 

twice' 


It will be sixteen months the day after tomorrow, March 13, 1808, 
since I arrived in Brunswick. 

March ij - -Fm very glad that I happened to be taken a long way from 
the Court, where I desired a position two years ago. That was one of 
my great mistakes, and it ought to make me circumspect in two things: 
marriage and resigning from my post. 

It’s possible mat I may have these two desires, but I must reflect on 
them a long time. 

The experience Tve had in being attached to a single person for a 
year confirms my idea that I’m absolutely unsuited for the Court. An 
independent and solitary job like the one I have now suits me much 
better. It’s true that I’m no end bored. 

I didn’t go horseback riding for a whole month. For the past six 
days, I’ve been riding every morning. Strombeck is at Einbeck. 
Brichard and I don’t get along together, it’s about the same with 
Lejeunc, so Tm living absolutely alone, liking no one and liked by no 
one, I believe. 

I have 400 francs a month from my father, and I owe 3,000 francs. 

March /8. — I took an excellent English lesson from Herr Emperius. I 
^expounded Richard III, I was extremely affected by it. Instead of keep- 
ing my imagination to myself, I was stupid enough to dissipate it by 
telling him two good stories. 

March 25— For me. 

An efficacious remedy for love: cat peas. Tested today, March 25, 
after going for a very pleasant horseback ride and feeling a strong 
desire for the little girl who lives near the Bevern Palace. 

'Although he apparently did not visit it, there can be no doubt that Beyle often 
heard talk about the nearby town of Stendal, the birthplace of Winckelmaan. 
He later referred to this town as his ‘‘bailiwick." 
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What’s the best way for me to put my periods of listlessness and 
illness to use?^ 

March 29.— For two days, Fvc been reading with the learned Herr 
Emperius fhe work on the London police by Colquhoun, whom I find 
damnably verbose. I’m reading the works of Gozzi, who appears to 
me to have more intelligence and a better manner than Goldoni. 

I regret and desire Charlotte now that I don’t have her any more. 

I was delighted with the taking of Constantinople by the Crusaders, 
as recounted by Simonde dc Sismondi at the end of the second volume. 

April 8 , — huge flood reached my door at half-past one on the morning 
of April 8. 

I’m reading Johnson’s preface to Shakespeare. Judicious and worth 
discussing. 

Shakespeare wrote thirty-five plays. 

April //.■— I received a letter from Rail, who tells me that M. Z has been 
called and that Martial is leaving for Spam. 

I wrote to Mme. de Baure, to Mme. Daru the mother, to ask to go to 
Spain when my work is finished here. I wrote to my grandfather to 
write to M. Daru, Martial and Mme. Daru for the same purpose. That 
will make all the strings vibrate and make them say,* “Spain.” 

On April 23, Herr Bothmer repeated to me that there isn’t a single 
good tragedy or comedy in the German language. What slightly in- 
validates this verdict for me is the fact that I find some merit in the 
four plays of Schiller that have been translated into French. At the same 
time, Herr von Bothmer told me that there was an excellent comedy in 
Dut(fh entitled Gisbert van Aemstel, by van Vondcl. “But a bit too 
much like the Shakespearean sort of thing,” he added. 

On May 1 1 chanced on a society, at the home of the presiding judge, 
where everybody had been invited except the French. I made some 
good observations while playing faro. Frau von Marschall, although 
she has a marriageable daughter, would suit me; she appears in- 
telligent and not prudish. But I feel bashful with her, and anyway 
there wasn’t any opportu’^ity for us . . • 

May j.— I’m writing this at exactly eight o’clock. Until this minute, I’ve 
been reading the Vie de Johnson^ without any difliculty. I don’t be- 
lieve it would be possible to read at present in Marseille or Madrid. 

Here’s my life today, which will serve me as a sample in order to 
recall how I lived in the spring of 1808: at eight o’clock, the barber 
woke me up in the grand salon, where I slept for the first time— a 

*See Beyle’s remarkable autobiographical letter to his sister of March 26. It may 
be found in To the Happy IPew. 

^An Essay on the Life and Genius of Samuel Johnson, by Arthur Murphy. 
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circumstance which made me go for a military promenade at four in 
the morning, sword in hand. I heard a noise in the adjacent rooms, 
I was up to tny neck in dreams, and, as soon as my imagination is 
awakened I’m timorous. I’m only brave when I’m stupid, the reason 
being that then I have my feet on the ground. I’m speaking of genuine 
bravery, my imagination fortifies the bravery coming from the pas- 
sions. My anger is so intense that it makes my stomach ache for twenty- 
four hours. 

After the barber, I read a few pages of the Vie de Johnson, which 
Herr Eschenburg lent me. Herr Kochi arrived: German lesson, I ex- 
pounded three pages of the history of des grosses Friederich [-nV]. 
^hese three words, in which there are undoubtedly at least three mis- 
takes, show my progress in this language spoken by bores, and which 
has few words that are expressive. After Herr Kochi, I put in order 
the reports on the payment and distribution of a sum of 16,000 talers 
in gold. I drank a bowl of soup made out of bread, water and butter. 

I wept to Herr Emperius’s to take my English lesson. As my watch 
(the old one) was fast, I got there a quarter of an hour too early. In a 
room next to the one where he was, I read a prologue by [Samuel] 
Foote. I must read this modern Aristophanes. 

Herr Emperius had me write in English from an English book 
which he read in French. I then expounded the fourth and fifth scenes 
of the first act of Macbeth, I made a great mistake in not taking Herr 
Emperius upon my arrival in Brunswick, I’d know English and Latin 
by now. He’s unintelligent, but an excellent man for teaching lan- 
guages. 

After an hour and a half at his house, I returned home and read the 
Vie de Johnson until three o’clock. All in all, I read a hundred octavo 
pages during the day with pleasure and without a dictionary, for 1 
haven’t got one. 

At three o’clock, I worked three quarters of an hour at the office, 
where Rhule told me in his jargon of a wheedling German that he was 
going to leave me to work for Herr Voigt, war commissary, West- 
phalian. The rascal wrote me a letter tonight which corresponds with 
my opinion of his behavior. I answered it with a contempt that’s in- 
visible to a German, and with dignity. 

At a quarter to four, I dined on grilled lamb, fried potatoes and 
salad. The first two dishes came from Janaux's and cost six bongros 
apiece (eighteen sous). 

After dinner, Johnson, I went horseback riding at six, and returned 
at a quarter past seven. I passed by the cobbler’s daughter, who smiled 
and went into the house. My whole day yesterday was animated and 
happy as the result of the rendezvous I had with her and which was 
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very original. Afterward, at nine o’clock, I met Charlotte, and we took 
a walk together by moonlight But the little girl I had just left made 
me insensitive to this beauty of twenty-five who looks as though she 
were thirty-two. 

Coming home today at a quarter past seven, I drank some tea, three 
cups, in order to divert myself with my mind in the evening. I read 
until eight, and T’m finishing this at thirty-five minutes after eight. 

I saw the first buds April 15, and nature in full bloom April 26. 
A warm rain is lacking for the good of the plants and of my nerves. 

May 4, after reading Tom Jones. — ^The notions of propriety and danger 
recur much oftener in a given English volume than in a French volume 
on the same subject. 

I must 'see if this pven, which generalizes the observation that comes 
to my mind, is well founded. Then, if this observation is correct and 
general, I must hunt for the notions that recur the oftcnest in Italian 
and French books. 

I have a bad habit of immediately generalizing my observations; this 
comes from pride in making an important observation, as well as from 
laziness, since it’s much easier, by means of a pven or a generatty 
speal(ing, to generalize an observation than it is to consider carefully 
whether or not you really often have the occasion to make it. 

On April 15, nature awakened a little; the 26th, generally; on May 5, 
summer arrived. I’m writing this in shirt sleeves on May 8, 1808. 

From letter to Pauline, May 26.— A few days ago, I was thirteen himdred 
feet .underground: it was in the depths of a mine in the Harz Moun- 
tains cfiUed the Dorothea. It’s queer, but the sight which afforded me 
the most amusement was the one I provided myself. I have such an 
aversion to bad smells that they immediately change me; I was afraid 
of the smell of coal sulphur you find in foundries. That was the first 
thing that made me hesitate; the second was the fear of falling. You 
go down by means of vertical ladders; if you miss your hold, you be- 
come a mess of slag; the greasy rungs are so covered with slippery 
mud that your hand continually slips. That gave me the same feeling 
—on a reduced scale — ^as fighting in a swamp on horseback. 

Four years ago, I was in Paris with a single pair of boots full of 
holes, with no fire in midwinter and frequently without a candle. 
Here, Fm a personage: I receive numerous letters in which the Ger- 
mans address me as Monseigneur; the leading French personages call 
me Monsieur fIntendaM; the generals who arrive in town come to call 
on me; I receive requests; I mite letters, I get mad at my secretaries, 
gq to formal dinners, ride horseback, and read Shakespeare; yet I was 
happier in Paris. Could I set my life at the point I please, like a pawn 
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on a chessboard) Td go back to take declamation lessons from Dugazon 
and to call on Melanie, with whom I was in love, wearing a ragged 
coat that humiliated me. When she wouldn’t let me in, Td go to a 
library, and finally in the evening Td take a walk in the Tuileries, 
where I’d envy those who were happy. But how many delightful 
moments there were in that unhappy life I I was in a desert where, 
from time to time, I came across an oasis; now Fm at a table laden 
down with good things, but I haven’t got the least appetite. 

This monotony is perhaps going to change: they think we’re going 
to punish Austria for all her insolence; as for me, I’m not one of those 
tskthey, I don't at all desire war, and I’d prevent it a thousand times over 
if it were in my power; but, once this business is decided. I’d be de- 
lighted if it were waged and I were there. This is a case where it may 
nearly always be said, “You never see again what you’ve already seen,” 
and I’m beginning to notice that this, is the only thing that makes 
three quarters of men and things bearable. 

September*' 2.\— I’m writing this on the day that I’ve had my books 
brought back from Richmond,' September 20, 1808. It isn’t cold, how- 
ever, but I lost too much time in coming and going. 

I’ve just been to Cabale ttnd Liebe, or Love and Intrigue, drama by 
Schiller. 

The principal defect of the Germans, in my opinion, is lack of 
character. Outside nature, which I observe every day, it seems to me 
that this is to be clearly seen in the difference between the German and 
Spanish styles, even in translation. 

Next, their government has given them the spirit of formality, the 
talent of the jurisconsult. 

Next, reading the Bible, too, has made them silly and bombastic. 
This factor likewise affects the English character.^ 

The stolidness of the Germans is explained by their food: black 
bread, milk and beer — still, they drink coffee, but what they need is 
wine, and the headiest, in order to put some life in their sluggish 
muscles. 

They can’t live without women, many children. Few cuckolds. 

Remarkable honesty in the nation. Shown by the numerous ship- 
ments of money by post. 

Since about a month ago the prejudices that concealed the German 
character from me have been falling off, and I’m beginning to see it 
clearly, I believe. The greatest sovereigns of the eighteenth century, 
Frederick II and Catherine II, were from this nation. But I haven’t 

'Attractive summer residence ten minutes from Brunswick. [Note by Beyle.] 
He had moved there early in June. 

•True. [Note byJBeylc.] 
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yet found that, since it has degenerated from the character given it by 
Tacitus, it has produced any ardent geniuses, like the Prince de Conde, 
for example. 

September ad.— I’ve been in Brunswick nearly four years, which gives 
rise to the following reflection: I’ve regarded the people of this land 
like a real young man, like a real Frenchman, finding fault to their 
face— as though they were philosophers who were above prejudices— 
with what seemed to me faulty, and even allowing my contempt for 
their ponderous thick-wittedness to be seen. 

In the first garrison I’m sent to on the banks of the Ebro or the Elbe, 

I must declare as soon as I arrive that I’m enthusiastic about the 
country.. 

October }.— I built a fire fox the first time on September 22, 1808. It was 
indispensable on October i. 

National vanity makes the French unconquerable, they’d regard it 
as a humiliation to be subject to a foreign sovereign. If they submitted, 
the foreigners would soon drive them to revolt through the severity 
with which they would try to avenge themselves for the contempt the 
Frenchman produces by poking fun at them.* 

October t^.— Style of HiV/ory.— Solemnity, .solemnity v . . My style will 
have a character all its own by scoffing a bit at everyone; it will be apt 
and concise, and it won’t put the reader to sleep. 

October /f— In point of taste, sovereigns have a great advantage; it’s to 
be surrounded, in the role of artists, by the cream of those who live 
in their time. The Emperor has just accorded an audience to Goethe 
at Erfurt, and discussed German literature with him. The poet prob- 
ably explained his guiding thoughts. Consequently, the Emperor is 
in a position to have much sounder ideas on this literature than the 
common run of men. And the same applies to everything. 

Louis XIV used to converse with Boileau, MoUbe and Racine about 

October 28. — ^The finest autumn day IVe seen here. — Charlotte jealous 
and full of love. The Btbliothique Britannique has finally arrived. — I 
composed my first German theme. 

November. Charming voyage to Cassel. T.cft the 13th with an order 
to go to Paris, returned the 20th. Very agreeable voyage. There was no 
one, not even the little Westphalian girl, who wasn’t good-natured on 
this voyage. 

It cost about 120 fifancs. 

IHllllyll^t interesdog truth in 1815. (Note added by Beyle.] 



The Austrian Campaign 


IN Paris, “Monsieur de Beyle” plunged into the life of pleasure that be- 
fitted a young man intent on becoming a* cog in the wheels of Empire, 
taking dancing lessons, studying Spanish — for he still had hopes of being 
called beyona the Pyrenees — indulging in a flirtation or two, frequenting 
the fashionable cafes, dropping in at the theater or opera every evening 
and following the ambitious Felix Faure when the latter went to pay his 
social calls. 

Especially was his attendance regular at the salon of Alexandrine Daru, 
his tantalizing young cousin, who, after her friendly treatment in Bruns- 
wick, now “overwhelmed” him with kindness. Thus encouraged, he 
promptly “crystallized”: in other words, he was in love, or thought he was, 
with the wife of Pierre Daru I 

The situation, with its danger and piquancy, was a flattering one for a 
youth who had always dreamed of becoming a “seducer of women.” The 
“immense distance of rank” that separated them, the “insurmountable 
obstacles and the great danger for both” made his position that of “a 
courtier in love with a queen.” An open courtship being out of the 
question, he regarded her “as a woman whom one loves timidly and with- 
out thinking too much of possessing,” relying on the eloquence of his 
flashing eyes to communicate his sentiments. With Angela Pietragrua 
and Victorine Mounier, this inethod had failed miserably, but with Mme. 
Daru, it seemed to him, there was a response — ^and it was favorable. “She 
looked at me as though I were a powder barrel,” he later assured 
F61ix Faure. 

At the end of four months of this agreeable routine in Paris, he was 
obliged to resume his duties as deputy commissary. Reports at the begin- 
ning of 1809 that the Austrians were rearming warmed up the military 
situation, and on March 28 Beyle received orders to go to Strasbourg 
nnd there await further instructions from Pierre Dam. 
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After marking time for a week in Strasbourg, he made an auspicious 
re-entry into Germany one sunny April morning, admiring the Rhine- 
land countryside and skimming through a book while his carriage com- 
panions sang. 

During the next six weeks he laboriously advanced in the wake of a 
murderous campaign that cost upward of a hundred thousand lives, but 
the fatigues, annoyances and horrors of the voyage only momentarily 
dampened his spirits. “This life fascinates me,*’ he exulted. “I’m in my 
element.’’ There was much work, but he tackled it with his usual pas- 
sionate intensity; there was also much leisure, and he devoted it to read- 
ing, appraising the girls in the villages he passed through, observing. the 
topography and engineering works of the various regions, and> above all, 
enjoying ^the springtime beauties of the German mountains, plains and 
forests. At length, he arrived on May 12, the eve of the capitulation of 
Vienna, at Schonbrunn, where Napoleon was already established in the 
palace. ' 

Vienna delighted him: during his first days there, he experienced 
“that inner contentment and perfect well-being’’ which had been inspired 
previously only by Geneva and Italy. At that period, the city proper was 
still surrounded by massive fortifications (whose line is followed by the 
present “Ring”), while outside the walls was a wide band of verdure 
cut by innumerable paths leading in every direction beneath the dense 
shade trees. The nucleus of the capital, with its magnificent cathedral, 
its palaces and its fine houses, presented an appearance of cleanliness 
and opulence. The Viennese women, Beyle found, were exceedingly 
attractive, with perfect complexions, a refreshing naturalness of manner 
and a suggestion of languidness, mingled, however, with considerable 
sophistication and a taste for coquetry. 

To complete his joy, he soon discovered the famous Prater, at that 
time still possessing all its virgin beauty, and equaling anything he had 
seen in Lombardy. “The Prater, fertile like all the islands of great rivers, 
is filled with superb trees which seem to be nobler there than else- 
where,” he wrote five years later in his Vie de Haydn. “This island, 
which on every side presents nature in all its majesty, unites pathways 
of magnificently laid-out chestnut trees with the wild aspect of the most 
solitary forests. A hundred winding roads cross it, and when you arrive 
at the banks of the superb Danube, you continue to be charmed by the 
view ... of the picturesque slopes on the other side.” 

In spite of working day and night on the complex preparations for 
the battle of Wagram, he ifound time during those weeks of early sum- 
mer to become acquainted with several Viennese girls, to take solitary 
horseback rides through the Prater and the Wiener Wald and to pass 
numerous evenings at the opera. 



i809 PARIS — GERMANY — VIENNA 279 

Such things occupied his thoughts far more than the momentous 
military events that were taking place about him. It was his fate to just- 
miss most of the important battles of the Napoleonic era^ and» if he ex- 
perienced some regret at his absence, it was merely the regret of an 
artist not to have witnessed a thrilling spectacle, llius he was safely 
seated at his desk in Vienna May 22 while the Army was engaged in the 
almost fatal encounter of Essling, across the Danube; and the day of the 
batde of Wagram, he was stretched out on a chaise longue with a splitting 
headache. 

As a iftatter of fact, Beyle’s health at (his time was far from satisfactory. 
A 4 |ter his long illness in Italy and his intermittent fever, headaches and 
dizziness in Paris, he had enjoyed a year of comparatively good health 
at Brunswick, suffering only occasional fever and rheumatic pains from 
the humidity of the climate. Early in 1808, however, he had had some 
dizzy spells, and, by the time he had returned to Paris, symptoms of the 
disease he had contracted in Italy had again appeared. Dr. Richerand, 
of the Saint-Louis, prescribed mercurial massages, but these 

didn’t prevent the symptoms from reappearing in Vienna and causing 
him considerable suffering through the summer of 1809, 

His morale, however, seems to have been very little affected, and his 
amorous propensities not at all. After two years of sentimental in- 
activity, he decided that it was time to be falling in love again. During the 
summer he wrote Mme. Daru four or five letters which he considered 
to be adequately tinged with affection, but something nearer and more 
certain than Pierre’s wife was required. “I still have to encounter that 
perfect happiness I have been pursuing,” he wrote, “I need a woman with 
a noble soul.” 

Women with noble souls were unfortunately no more common in 
Vicima than elsewhere, but he apparently found several acceptable sub- 
stitutes among the blonde and buxom lasses of the capital. The principal 
of these was a girl he called Babct, with beautiful eyes and “an angelic 
face.” He was more or less in love with Babet for several months, but, 
although they spent many happy hours together, their affair was not of 
the tranquil sort that he would have preferred, for, as in the case of 
Mflanie, he was jealous of all rivals, real and imaginary, past and present. 
He even had an “arranged duel” in the Prater over her with the future 
General Raindre, according to a couple of vague references in Henry 
Brulard. 

The involved negotiations that eventually resulted in the Treaty of 
Vienna retained Napoleon at Schonbrunn until the middle of October. In 
addition to the purely political phases of the situation, the Emperor, by 
now having determined to divorce Josephine, was teking the first steps 
toward arranging a inarriage with the Archduchess Marie-Louise. If 
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Romain Colomb is to be believed, Beyle ‘‘participated in the work and 
negotiations that preceded this great event.*’ A note at the beginning 
of this section of the diary likewise implies that he had extensive personal 
relations with Napoleon at this period. There may be a bit of truth in the 
statements, but they should not be taken too seriously. 

What is .certain is that, at the time, Napoleon was of less personal 
importance to Beyle than Mme. Daru, who turned up in Vienna that 
autumn. Their curious land slightly ambiguous relationship is suggested 
with sufficient eloquence in the following pages. Beyle wrote in 1811 
(giving her the pseudonym of the duchess and himself that of Banti) : 
“It seems to me that, during her stay in Vienna, the duchess made as 
many advances to Banti as was consistent with the character we assume 
her to possess. At least, she seemed to cast aside all prudence, she fre- 
quently gave him proofs in front of everyone of a very marked preference, 
by her conduct she led several society people to believe that Banti possessed 
her, she gave him a thousand chances to declare his love, was continually 
alone with him, had a tender manner, etc.” Yet, in spite of all the 
opportunities, real or imagined, “Banti,” true 10 character, did nothing. 

The truth of the matter was that he was not the least bit in love with 
Pierre’s wife. For all his cynical rules of “attack,” what he really craved 
was the “melancholy” of a Melanie Guilbert, the “understanding soul” 
of a Victorine Mounier: alas, the plump and matronly Alexandrine 
Daru — already the mother of four children — was as full of gaiety as she 
was devoid of sensibility. At the very period when, had he felt any love 
for her, he should have been the blindest to her defects, he was engaged 
in cold-bjioodedly analyzing her every action — a practice that speedily 
convinced him of her “total lack of character.” Yet the absurd idea of 
being “a seducer of women” was firmly rooted within him: all his read- 
ing and observations had convinced him that the proper thing for a 
self-respecting young man was to have a married woman, preferably of 
a superior social rank, as his mistress. His determination to possess Mme. 
Daru was as passionless as that of Julien Sorel to possess Mme. de Renal: 
the only difference was that he gave his hero the aggressiveness that he 
himself had lacked. 

Time passed, and Vienna lost the charm of the first full months. The 
trees that had been turning green when he arrived were now losing 
their leaves; the chilly winds of early winter were sweeping the town. 
Napoleon had left, the Darus had left, the French troops were preparing 
to leave — the time had come to seek new adventures. He had already 
acquired a taste for traveling, and, expecting the victory of Wagram to 
be followed by an immediate peace settlement, he had built many castles 
in the air. At first it had'been Spain again, then it had been a jaunt 
with a comrade to Warsaw and Naples [ ?f, then the brief hope of visit- 
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ing Italy with his sister, then various other projects for touring Italy 
alone. Suddenly, in October, he dropped all these plans and again began 
to concentrate his efforts on advancing in an officii career. 

The negotiations at Schonbrunh appearing to have ended warfare for 
the time being, he no longer desired to be a commissary, but, instead, 
returned to the ambition he had held — a little prematurely — ^in Marseille 
three years earlier, that of being an Auditor of the Council of State. As in 
Marseille-^and again in Brunswick — he organized his family to laimch 
an intensive epistolary assault on Pierre Daru. 

The new siege producing no more results than the old ones, Beyle, 
probably as a subterfuge to regain Paris' and continue his suit in person, 
wrSfte General Dejean, the War Minister, applying for a post in Spain. 
His request was seconded by General Villemanzy, the Intendant Gen- 
eral, who at the same time authorized Beyle to return and hold himself 
at Dejean's disposal. Accordingly, early in January 1810, he set out across 
Bavaria for Paris, where the most brilliant period of his life awaited 
him. 


1809 Paris— Germany— Vienna 

My Sojourn in Paris in 1809 

AT Brunswick on November ii, 1808, I received the order to come to 
Paris. I arrived here December i. 

I'm writing this February 3, 1809. I've just been to the Vaudeville, 
where I sat beside a woman whom I took for a mistress of one of 
General Hulin’s aides-de-camp. Her name is Elisa, living in the Rue 
Neuve-deS'Bons-Enfants, and she's prepared to receive me tomorrow 
at eleven. Her face, which is rather pretty, has an expression of gende- 
ness. I took pleasure in courting her. 

A day of gaiety, produced, I believe, by the spring weather we’ve 
been having for the past week. Got up at nine o’clock this morning; 
translated three pages of Don Quixote. Took a dancing lesson with La 
Bergerie, with whom i have wit. From there, went for a walk in the 
Tuileries. There were a great many men there of the same class as 
Faure and I. 

At half-past four, we didn’t go to dinner at Legaseque’s; for a change, 
Faure took me to a little restaurateur’s in the Rue d’Argenteuil. From 
there to the Cafe de la Rotonde; I went to take an ice at the Caf^ 
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de Foy. From diere to the Vaudeville. 1 took a very weak coffee with 
milk this morning, a thing Fve abstained from for six weeks. 

Everybody in this country acts dignified, from M. de Baure's porter 
to the Prince de B^n^vent. That bores me— especially in the young 
people. Someday, the squirrels will abandon their graceful frolics in 
the branches, and come down to the ground to assume the solemn gait 
of the sheep they see grazing. In England, they write that good breed' 
ing is to be found it^ Paris, and here in order to be ufeU bred you must 
have the apathetic and impressive look of an Englishman.’ 

February 4 and 5. — ^The whole day of the 4th was livened up by the 
thought of going in the evening to see the girl of the Vaudeville, whom 
I endowed with a thousand charms. I went to her house at five o’clock, 
she’d just gone out; at six, I preferred to go to the second performance 
of Mozart’s Cosi Fan Tutte. Suave music, but it’s a comedy, and Mozart 
is pleasing to me only when he expresses a mellow and dreamy mel- 
ancholy. 

At noon today, the 5th, 1 found Elisa in bed, I got in: fine thighs, 
but a face that looks stupid and lives up to its promise; twenty-four 
livres. 

I put in an appearance at Mme. Z’s, whom I hadn’t seen since 
Tuesday; she wasn’t there. The only one I saw was Mme. Dam the 
mother. There was much talk of changes in the Ministry. I spent 
the evening at home. I’ve just skimmed through Besenval. 

February 6 . — ^We arrived at eight o’clock at the home of Mme. Dubarret, 
a thin and lively little woman, the wife of a respectable inspector of 
rivers and forests. Those folks decided to give a ball, and Mme. de 
B^eux was kind enough to present us at it. She overwhelmed me 
with attentions. 

A musician who accompanied his violin-playing with facial ex- 
pressions inspired me with a desire to laugh that was difficult to con- 
ceal and which, added to some absurdities that I pointed out to Miles. 
Mimi and Amalie, gave me the reputation of being a bad man. The 
mi&trcss of the house frowned on me. We returned at four o’clodt, 
very gay. 

February 7. — ^Dinner at Mme. B^ieux’s. I was seated opposite her at 
the table. Bad breeding was revealed through the compliments, which 
fell thick and fast. 

I' danced a quadrille, and arrived at the party of Mme. Nardot, which 
abounded with distinguished persons: Messrs. Barthflemy, Est^ve, 
CSfment de Ris, etc. 

Mme. Z overwhelmed me with kindness, told me that she’d write 
M. Mareacaichi that evening to ask for a ticket for me, invited nae to 
dinner on Thursday at eleven o’dock, ate. I owe her much gratitude. 
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February 8.— Spanish lesson, dancing lesson, bath, dinner, read Crebillon 
junior with pleasure. Portrait of Mile. Jules sent to her brother, the 
impression it 'made on me .... i will of her nothing but friendship 
1 SAY TO Felix. 


Vienna Campaign in 1809 


oig* of prudence, I wrote nothing: i. about military events; — 2. about 
the political relations with Germany and especially with Prussia, stupid 
enough not to attack; 3. the relations between Dominique and the 
greatest of men [Beyle himself and Napoleon]. 

This is nothing but a diary composed for self-observation, nothing 
in the least interesting to others. 

PareAtht sis. — Out of prudence, not knowing where to put my papers, 
nothing political, 'ill names changed. 

Campaign of 1809. From Strasbourg to Vienna. Out of prudence, 
nothing political, I noted nothing but observations upon myself. 

I LEFT Strasbourg April 12, 1809 at half-past two with M. Cuny in his 
carriage. The wooden bridge over the Rhine, with the footwalks sep- 
arated from the roadway in the middle, appeared to me to be a useful 
construction, but didn’t inspire the least admiration in me. That was 
possibly on account of the waters of the river being very low. There 
was a bright sun, a little later there was a fine storm of the North 
(neither thunder, nor heat, nor heavy rain, but just plain hail). We 
followed the Rhine, leaving to our right the mountainous region which 
forms its basin on the east and which is called, I believe, . . . [the 
' Black Forest]. That inspired me with a feeling favorable to Germany. 
It was fortified by a very pretty girl whom I saw at the window of 
the Kchl posthousc. 

• After the storm the evening was very fine and the sky, after the 
sunset, was magnificeni in its purity and the gradual fading of the 
red aurora-like color it had taken on. We sang in the carriage, or rather 
M. Cuny — who sings very well — ^sang some Italian arias, among them 
the beautiful ballad from Mozart’s Figaro: **Voi che d'amore, etc.” 

This aria seemed perfectly in harmony with the character of every- 
thing that has appealed to me in Germany. This is mildness and 
frailty, united with something heavenly, but it*s the touching frailty 
produced by passion and not the inane frailty that inspires contempt. 
My ideas will perhaps change with the passage of time, but everything 
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that appeals to me now in Germany invariably bears the image of 
Minette. 

I endeavored to see a great deal of the peasants and to make them 
like me. Thus it was that at • . « I went into the posthouse, joked with 
some working girls who were eating supper, and ate boiled potatoes 
the same as they. 

We had a glimpse of Karlsruhe at four o’clock in the morning, we 
left the north road to turn abruptly to the southeast toward Stuttgart. 
But why didn’t we go there directly from Strasbourg? 

The Grand Duke of Baden had the bright idea of raising the price 
of his post horses and deciding that people should pass by Karlsruhe 
to go to Stuttgart, which lengthens the road by three leagues. The 
countryside we crossed between Karlsruhe and Stuttgart is covered 
with mountains which aren’t high, but which, most of the time, present 
agreeable points of view. They looked like some engraved scenes 1 
saw in Switzerland. 

In spite of the small amount of space in the road and the small 
amount of talent of the peasants who were driving us for lack of 
postilions, ail went well until we neared Pforzheim, as the road had 
been trodden down in the past few days. But when we reached this 
fatal spot) a postilion — idiocy personified — was unable to hold in his 
horses, and set us down in a ditch. A brigade of twenty-four sub- 
ordinates on their way to rejoin the Army got us out (22 fr.) and we 
‘ finally arrived in Pforzheim, being afraid all the time of landing in a 
ditch. 

Upon arriving in Pforzheim, we went to see the war commissary 
(M. Duche), there weren’t any post horses. M. Duche promised us 
some, but shortly afterward ten carriages arrived one after the other. 
The master of the post tried to make trouble for us because we hadn’t 
taken any horses from him. After five hours of waiting, I got hold of 
some horses which had already gone twenty-four leagues. Everyone 
passed us on the road, and we were the last to reach . . . Upon 
arriving at the inn, I found two girls with fresh complexions and with 
eyes ... 

These girls had pretty faces. I took the less pretty one by the a., I 
could have had her, but I found that unwise at the beginning of a 
campaign. That rid me completely of the bad humor that had been 
gnawing at me since Pforzheim, and I was happy all the way to 
Stuttgart, where we arrived about ten o’clock. On the way, I read the 
Vie d^Alfieri (Volume II). 

Beneath us, before reaching Stuttgart, we saw Ludwigshafen, the 
'Versailles of the King of Wiirttemberg. This pretty little town lies 
against an oblong hill isolated in the'middle of the plain. 
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The part of Stuttgart that we saw was very well built. At the post- 
house, I was told that there weren’t any horses, because “tomorrow 
the Prince Royal and several Ministers are going to pay their court 
to the Emperor Napoleon at Ludwigshafen.” 

We found five or six comrades at our inn; our supper, unanimously 
judged to be a bad one, was good for me because there were ^me fried 
potatoes that just hit the spot. 

There weren't any horses, or any indication of any arriving, we 
decided to go to bed. I hastily threw myself under one of those depress- 
ing feather cushions that serve as quilts in G'crmany. I suffered tortures 
under it till five o’clock, ^when I was roused by M. Cuny. Discourage- 
Ihient and general despair; we had visions of being detained indef- 
initely in Stuttgart, there weren’t any horses.^ 

As soon as I was able to get my boots, which had gone astray in the 
immense building, I went out; upon reaching the square in front of 
the posthouse, I saw the arrival of some horses that were going toward 
the posthouse, I decided that it was useless to stop them. It was 
obvious that German peasants, coming from such a distance to go to 
the posthouse, would repulse me with losses. Fortunately, there passed 
enough of them to give me the time to reflect that the worst that could 
happen to me w'ls n quarrel with seven or eight furious people who, 
they said, were .mashing everything in the posthouse. These quarrels 
annoy me greatly, not to go through with them is a shame, to ter- 
minate them by taking drastic measures would make a bad impression 
on M. Daru. I consequently seized some horses by the bridle; re- 
sistance; but finally my uniform and a two-florin piece persuaded 
them to come to the hotel. I only stopped shouting and arguing quite 
a way along the road, where a woman came to make us pay the post. 

At the edge of town, we noticed a very fine English garden that was 
being planted; a few paces farther along we had to make our peasants 
take the road to Donauworth; we asked our way repeatedly, and went 
along a very pleasant road bordered by hillsides covered with vine- 
yards where the earth was held in by stone walls. Several times, 1 
counted as many as sixteen, one above the other. The plots of ground 
behind the walls were sloping, they were separated by narrow paths 
provided with steps, leading directly to the summit of the mountain. 
I imagine that when it rains they serve as a drain. 

We crossed a rather high bridge over the Neckar. After this bridge 
came an agreeable town which also had a filigree steeple, like that of 
Strasbourg. A league farther along, we learned that we weren’t on the 
Donauworth road but on that to Ulm. 

A lucky mistake! We had no more worry about the horses until 
'Juvenile memories of my voyage in Germany. [Note added later by Beyle.] 
L 
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DiUingen* where we rejoined the right toad die next day. We were 
on the one to Ulm— Florian, Jacqueminot, Richard, Mme. Jacqueminot 
and two or three comrades. From the enemies we had been, because to 
the scarcity of horses, we became friends, lunched toother in a nice 
inn (nice for Germany: a well-lit room without wallpaper or fur- 
niture]! at thirty paces from the still-tiny Neckar. We had found some 
warmth in its valley. The sky was superb; I saw a storm gradually 
forming in the north, to our left. Afterward rain and cold as far as 
Ulm, where we arrived at nine o’clock, I very bored, having read until 
a quarter past seven, finished the Vie d’Alfieri and read a hundred 
pages of Moore on the Court of Vienna. , 

I had covered a league on foot with Florian, M. Jacqueminot and his 
wife. -We went up a passage hke that at Les Echelles: an ascending 
roadway beside a mountain torrent, an austere countryside without 
anything magnificent, rain that was cold, the same as the countryside. 
Going up, I was very occupied with moral considerations and vain- 
glorious sentiments. 

I arrived at Ulm with a cold. 

Letter to Felix Fattre, Donauw&rth, April i6. — haven’t time to do any- 
thing; there are always fifteen or twenty close friends who read what 
I am writing over my shoulder. I sleep in an office with M. Cuny; 
we're traveling together. As a result, I don’t know where to write or 
where to keep what I have written. 

This morning at four, awakened; at twenty minutes past five, de- 
parture for Augsburg; a charming day. I saw the Alps all of a sudden: 
a moment of happiness.— People hke Wilhelm III, for example, never 
have moments like that. For me, these Alps represented Italy. 

Three leagues from Augsburg, w^ch is twelve from here, counter- 
mand, and we returned to our lodgings. 

I want to keep up my diary as much as possible and to send you the 
pages as I write them; two advantages: shortening of my letters and 
security. Only don’t lose the pages. 

Travel appeals to me more and more. I feel that my love for Paris 
has greatly diminished, I at not my sentiment for the charming C . . . , 
whom I bved before my departure; this sentiment has, on the, con- 
trary, increased. 

April Today has been fertile in sensations for me.^ We got up at six 
o'clo^, not having any horses to rejoin M. Daru at Ingolstadt. Ger- 
man honesty obtained some for us. M. Cuny had reserved some the 
night before at the pbsthouse, which has sixteen, I believe, and in 
spite of die departure of H. M. and that of eighty or a hqndr^ 

’Beyk here goes bade to hit trip before his arrival at Ulm and to hit departure 
from Dmauworth. 
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carriages which followed him to Ingolstadt, the master of the post 
faithfully kept his promise. We finally started out about ten o’clock, 
after sti^ng ourselves as a precaution. We arrived without accident 
at Burgheim, after crossing the Lech, quite a swift river, on a bridge 
before which a bridgehead had been erected in the past few days. We 
passed through Rain, a miserable town. 

At Bivgheim, we saw the German regiments of the Rhineland Coa> 
federation (Reille Division) fall on some geese and kill them with 
their sabers this sight amused me hugely. The master of the post wasn’t 
willing that the horses go any farther. All my German eloquence 
barely prevented him from coming to'. . . but finally, taking advantage 
the deep-seated conviction held by every German that he counts 
for less than the man whose coat has more braid than his own, we 
ended by agreeing that the horses should feed for an hour and after- 
ward take us to Neuburg. During this time, Cuny, Paris, B^nard and 
I drank some coffee; it was made in a kitchen above which there was 
a hole in every floor, the smoke thus rising to the roof sixty feet high. 

We left at half-past one, and, in order to reach Neuburg, passed 
, through a majestic countryside similar to those of Claude Lorrain. We 
proceeded behind the slopes which border the course of the Danube, 
the summits of those slopes were crowned with clumps of trees on our 
left; to the right, we had an almost unbroken forest with some clear- 
ings; from time to time, between two slopes, we could see the Danube 
at a distance of three quarters of a league; the whole formed a superb 
landscape and one of the most beautiful that could be seen which 
lacked nothing but a lake and some high mountains. A league from 
Neuburg, I thought I heard the sound of cannon fire, and, in the midst 
of this thrilling countryside, it gave me intense pleasure. But, alas, it 
was only thunder! Gradually, a superb storm approached us, pelted us 
with hail for half an hour and whitened the ground like snow.^ 

It was in this beautiful weather (beautiful for me, but quite un- 
interesting for sdl the others) that we crept into Neuburg at the rear 
of a convoy. We found three rows of wagons in the street, and, on the 
square, two regiments with their baggage. We walked twenty paces 
every five minutes, and the hail changed to heavy rain. 

I heard my name called, I raised my eyes, someone said, "Lower 
them,” and the amiable Montbadon held out his hand to me through 
the bars over a ground-floor window of a fine inn. "Come on in and 
eat some excellent fricassee I’m making.” 

, I went in: three pretty girls. B^nard and Paris obtained some horses, 
M. Cuny dejected because he didn’t have any, I indifferent, afraid 

’Written at Ingolstadt (upon returning from the Emperor’s) April 20^ at nine 
o’clock. [Note by Beyle.] 
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to let it be seen by my busy comrades, going from the kitchen to the 
common room. At last, the fricassee appeared. I fell to. Cuny didn’t 
show up. But the three pretty girls, one of whom wasn’t overly so, the 
second not at all, because of pockmarks, but built like an angel, if 
angels have fat behinds, Montbadon said; the third had an inflamma- 
tion, but an expression full of gentleness and pleasantness. We laughed 
and joked with them for an hour. This variety of pleasure produces 
in me a complete diversion from all other varieties of thought, and 
proceeds from bashfulness and my unreliable imagination, but I yield 
to the latter’s error — being conscious of it at the same time — which 
represented to me the character seemingly promised by these amiable 
faces and kept me from seeing their ugliness. The illusion I experi- 
enced was similar to that given by the theater. I was finally obliged to 
leave them. Our carriage sped along the steep road by which you 
leave Neuburg. Going out, we crossed the beautiful Danube, which 
slightly resembles the Rhine at Geneva. The Danube is cut in half 
by a dike whose purpose I didn’t have time to see. 

Leaving Neuburg, the countryside was superb. Everything at Neu- 
burg was charming for me: fine region, fine storm, well-built town; 
pretty girls — ^who gave a charming veneer to all t;he rest. We’d have 
had them if we had passed the night at Neuburg, and I’d have been 
rather glad if the lack of horses had forced us to do so. 

Dull weather and at length darkness as far as Ingolstadt. Half a 
league from the town, we saw some fires and passed by a bivouac. We 
entered the town and went to the commandant’s, at M. Daru’s, to get 
billets, to M. Deserthet’s, war commissary. We went around for an 
hour in the black darkness looking for our lodgings with the aid of 
a litde lantern belonging to an officious old woman. We finally reached 
the home of a priest, the face of an old codger (Beneficiis Haus, No. 
20), where we were lodged; this man, a dastard by nature, plied us 
with insults and went to the Municipality. We waited an hour at his 
house for him to come back, I won the favor of an old serving woman, 
we went through the place and saw for ourselves that there weren’t 
any lodgings. We went \ ith her to the Municipality. It was ten o’clock 
and pitch-dark. Here began a scene worthy of a comedy. We arrived 
in front of a scrawny little man, with a large head and a rather 
intelligent face, who was in charge of lodgings. But, as he had been 
working for three days, he was dead-tired, he smiled at us, leaned 
against the table as if to look for some papers, fell asleep and awoke 
only as he was about tor topple over forward or backward. We remained 
with this worthy man from ten o’clock until a quarter past eleven 
without getting mad and without being able to obtain billets. Mont- 
badon ^rved as our interpreter, I had ^an impulse to laugh at seeing 
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this tottering figure. We finally got billets and went to knock at an inn 
(No. 17) after wandering around for a long time trying to find this 
fatal number. Everything was. full up and everybody was in bed, the 
door was opened only after a full quarter of an hour. We went through 
all the rooms, notably one where the master of the house kept his child 
and where the heat was intense. Finally, a friend of M. Cuny’s allowed 
us to sleep on the straw in his room, whence I emerged in the morn- 
ing covered with dust and dirt. 

April 2j. — ^Landshut, April 23, in the home of Count von Portia, beside 
the bell tower.^ 

M. Daru will never like me: there is something in our characters 
that is mutually repellent. He has spoken to me only seven or eight 
times since the beginning of the campaign, and invariably in vehement 
exclamations: "TAe numsf^ull! A numsl{ull lit{e you! Stay away from 
there, a numskull like you would get into a quarrel immediately with 
those people.” 

He spi'l ’''.'■t year, in connection with I don’t know what, “Young 
men must be led with iron rods, that’s the only way to get results from 
them.” I don’t know whether M. Daru applies this maxim to me‘, 
and, believing me to have a thoroughly heedless and bumptious char- 
acter, is trying o master it through continual disgrace, or whether 
. . • One thing sure is that his eye falls with benevolence on M., a 
young man to whom I assuredly wish no harm but to whom I’m 
superior by experience, and 1 have never received a look like this. 

Consequently, I’m neglected {negletto) among the sixteen or seven- 
teen war commissaries attached to M. Daru, and my comrades have no 
liking for me at all. The asses started out by finding that I have an 
ironic look. The. one who is ambitious saw a rival in me and flattered 
me, but his hatred was obvious to me. The semi-ambitious ones 
possibly like me even less. The young men find me severe, and 
Florian, walking with me the other day, endeavored to find all the 
most serious subjects he could think of to talk to me about. 

Anyway, since this page already contains things that might be com- 
promising, I might as well sink the personnel of our headquarters 
completely. 

Fromentin, who calls himself de Saint-Charles. The pure man of 
ambition; that is, I’ve never seen him do anything that doesn’t lead 
to his objective, which is to win over M. Daru. There’s no standard for 
such characters other than the wit that goes with them. This man has 
enough of that; he talks incessantly and jokes about everything, but 

M was working with the Emperor continually. All my relations with the great 
man are passed dver in silence in order not to compromise myself. 1813. [Note 
by Beyle.] 
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with such a forced gaiety that from the very first day it inspired me 
with an aloofness I haven’t concealed. He looks on all the others in the 
shop as children; I am, I believe, the only one he considers worthy of 
smne notice. This may well end in a duel, not because of his prindpal 
goal, not because M. Dam believes him the most outstanding young 
'man amopg his subordinates, not because he’s having him decorated, 
that doesn’t prevent me from being so, but I’ll perhaps be forced to 
resist some of his private usurpations. Place, table, chairs, carriage, 
horses, he grabs everything. This morning, in connection with the 
horses, he had a run-in with Lacombe, who said, “You damned 
troublemaker. I’ve seen through you a long time.’’ 

“Shut up. I’ll slap your face twenty times, etc., etc.” 

It’s' not hard to see that, even were I fired for it twenty times by 
M. Dam, the only way I could answer a threat of twenty slaps would 
be by giving one to be deducted from the total. 

Fromentin is thirty-two or thirty-three years old and doesn’t loolt it 
An ashy complexion, made up of freckles, a false and scheming look. 
He’s tall and well built, except his legs. He has served previously, 
and has carried out, they say, a good act, being only sixteen years old at 
the time, and for that reason he’s applying for a decoration, for which 
he wrote directly to the Emperor last year. Only he stamped his epistle 
vnth the seal of M. Dam, who unfortunately was with H. M. when 
the letter arrived. He opened it, and later returned it to Fromentin with 
his apologies, “I opened it by mistake.” 

If I’m not mistaken, Fromentin would appear rather coarse in 
Parian society, since his manners have something of the guardhouse 
in them. 

Lajard is a young old man of twenty-five. His weakness is all charm, 
ignorance of everything, rather than the science and practice of petty 
means. He has the manners of present-day good society: weakness, 
freshness and charm. He sings very well. Ifo has the eyes of a jaded 
man, half ebsed, he’s very thin, medium height, a very bng nose. He’s 
a nephew of Chaptal and the brother-in-law of . . . Fromentin, who 
sensed this, got himself introduced by him to his fomily, quite sure that 
the family would take into account what he did for him; and this 
fomily, which probably hesitated to let their young man go out into the 
midst of the Army’s hubbub, would reward 'Fromentin’s proteetbn. 
He’s bound to succeed everywhere that he doesn’t come across some- 
body who’s able to see'through him first 

I haven’t anything else to say about Lajard, a bleaehed-out plants 
amiaUe, good-natured; but quite insignificant 
* I’m tenninating;, this at l^dshut, Bk five o'clock April B3 in. the 
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office, a fine room on a fine street, in the midst of all those whom I’m 
describing, and shivering. This town pleased me gready this morning; 
compared with Ingoktadt, it’s the luly of Germany. I was kept busy all 
morning by the necessity of talking. We saw Airteen enemy corpses 
and some doors riddled with balls and bullets. 

Landshut, April 24.— We got ours this morning in fine style at Neustadt; 
we set put on the wrong road, encountered M. Daru, who told us we 
were numskulls, and unfortunately he was right. To go from Neustadt 
to Landshut, we’d passed by Geisenfeld, and there was a direct road. 

We crossed a mountain range, but 1 don’t know its name. We passed 
jfy a burned bridge where there had been fighting the day before and 
where I saw three dead I^aiserlic\s [riV]; they were the first. The road 
was surrounded by bivouacs, parts of it were as picturesque as possible. 

We finally arrived at Pfeffenhausen. I had a scare on arriving there. 
I’d been on foot for an hour, all of a sudden I saw a calash behind our 
carriage, I thought it was M. Daru reaching his lodgings ahead of us; 
it was the evrellent Joinville. M. Daru arrived only two hours later and 
was pleased with his lodgings. He asked what we had for supper, I 
answered; “Some potatoes and half a calf.” He had a good laugh at the 
half a calf. I believe it vras at me for using an incorrect expresuon, but 
I also believe he ’jegan to realize that it was on purpose. Nothing seems 
to me so inane as bookish language in conversation. Richard, one pf 
our comrades, is that kind, and he grates on my nerves all day long. 

In the evening, we had some excellent fried potatoes, some veal 
which was almost cooked and in large quantities, some excellent beer, 
and M. Daru extremely gay, but yvith the kind of gaiety that seems to 
be only semi-gaiety. 

After this good supper, I spent a good ni^t in a good straw bed. I 
stayed there from ten to three o’clock in the morning, when we left. 
The road from Pfeffenhau&n to Landshut was very fine and quite 
picturesque. Only near Landshut did we see some corpses, but we 
noticed many helmets in the fields, notably in a litde square field. 

The Landshut city gate was riddled with balls, the brick part was 
shot out a foot and even in some places two feet. We crossed the Isar, 
which looks quite a bit like the Isk%, but which is larger; this river 
forms an island above Landshut. 

This town impressed me like Italy. In half an hour, I saw five or six 
feminine faces of an oval that was far more perfect than is usually 
found in Germany. I waited a couple of hours for M. Daru and his 
suite so as to give them their billets. They finally arrived, and since 
'then we’ve been staying in Landshut. After dinner yesterday, M. Daru 
put Florian in. charge of a hospital Bfeiard and I went there as ama- 
teurs, and did a litde of everything until midnight; we helped die 
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patients out of the wagon, and I, who am not indulgent for myself, 
found no reason for self-approach. 

We came twice to see M. Daru, who bawled us out good and proper 
the first time, not very much the second, and he was right the first. He 
asked us the number of patients; Benard, who did the talking, said a 
hundred and sixty. “Ah bahl There were four hundred and fifty this 
morning!” Fortunately, he was sleepy and the matter ended there. 

Nothing new; the details of a hospital in disorder. A knavish treas- 
urer and ill will. A single Austrian surgeon for everybody, full of good 
will. We talked in Italian and arranged everything for the best. 

This morning (24), I came to M. Daru’s, and from there went with 
Senneville up to his hospital, situated on an oblong hill in the town. 
Froni the top of the castle that crowns it, there’s one of the most mag- 
nificent views possible. The whole course of the Isar. It’s really beauti- 
ful and rare. We had lunch and here I am, with a strong desire to sleep. 

LandsAut, Apnl 2^. — I didn’t take off my clothes all the time we were at 
Ingolstadt. We lodged at No. 17, an inn where the mistress wasn’t all 
she should have been. I’d nevertheless planned to have her, but the 
time lacked. At the office, we received the news of a big victory. I saw 
the effect of it on everyone, it was hardly good for anything but that, 
for it faded away a bit. Yet we’ve seen three or four thousand wounded. 

On the 22nd, we left to arrange for lodgings on the road to Landshut 
and at Landshut itself. It was one o’clock, I’d been in bed only a little 
while, it broke my heart to get up. We were driven by two peasants and 
their horses, which they didn’t know how to drive. We started out by 
going over the bridge to the imperial castle, we turned in the courtyard 
with great effort and continued on our way along a very fine and nar- 
row road. About three o’clock, we noticed some fires on both sides of 
the road, and the Danube. It was a fine bivouac, very picturesque, but 
it was devilishly cold. We crossed the Danube on a bridge that looked 
as though it had been built in a hurry, and then went through the little 
town of Vohburg, set in an agreeable manner in relation to the Jngol- 
stadt road. From there to Neustadt, the road was agreeable: a plain be- 
tween two hills. 

Upon approaching Neustadt, we came upon the bivouacs. We finally 
entered, bringing up the rear of a convoy, this pitiful little town which 
had the aspect of devastation; no inhabitants, everything open, every- 
thing smashed, everything filled with straw and uniforms of all kinds. 
In the midst of that, the good German peasants, each casually driving a 
wagon to which were hitched their horses, having no sorrow other than 
that given them by the annoyance which the wagon of their master 
might give them; A nation born to serve . . . 
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Arrived at Neustadt, Cuny didn’t show all the activity necessary, we 
whiled away the time, saw the chief of ordnance, Chambon, were held 
up two hours in the town by the Oudinot Division, which, entering by 
one gate and leaving by the other, barred us from the one through 
which we had to pass in order to go to PfefTenhausen. We made a big 
mistake, and, relying partly on the false information we were given 
on all sides and partly on the map, we thought that, in order to get to 
Pfeffenhausen, it was necessary to return to Geisenfeld. 

Enns, May 5. — I’m dead with sleep as I write this, and M. Cuny is asleep 
on my left; to the right, Mure and Richard look like ghosts. 

I’ll start in again at Lambach. Leaving the home of the sick woman 
^'^(the first idea she recalled to me was the manner of German actresses 
in acting tragedy. It exactly resembles this woman’s way of talking. 
These actresses give all their roles the slow, frail and dreamy hue of 
that of Ophelia). Leaving the home of this woman, I was saying, we 
went to look for some meat and wine at the convent. I almost received 
a saber wound in the belly from an officer who was pommeling a soldier 
with the hill. 

Going and coming, I continually admired the situation of Lambach. 
I said to myself, “There’s the most interesting spectacle I’ve ever seen 
in my life.” See^'ig some cannon set up beside the convent door, I said 
to Lacombe, ‘Vv!! that’s lacking here is the enemy and a fire.” 

We returned, we slept on chairs at the commandant’s, we supped 
and went back to sleep. At two o’clock, there was talk of leaving. I went 
down to the square. While walking there, I noticed a large amount of 
light behind a house; I said to m\sclf, “That’s a very brilliant bivouac!” 
The light and smoke increased, a fire broke out. The disturbance at the 
outbreak of the fire was observed by me in all its gradations, from the 
calm of sleep up to the galloping of the horses hitched to the ammunU 
tion wagons coming from all sides. 

The flames couldn’t be seen; with the exception of that, the fire was 
superb: a column of smoke filled with light crossed the town trans- 
vcrsally, it lit us up on the road for a distance of two leagues. 

The hill north of the town was lit up so brightly that, from below 
where I was waiting v'lth my carriage for the arrival of Cuny, I could 
count the trunks of the pine trees on the summit. The kiosk and all the 
little houses situated on the slope stood out perfectly. 

The brilliant light that the fire cast on the tops of several edifices. 

The callousness of the grenadier of the bivouac: 

“The fire will come this far,” pointing to a house separated from the 
burning one by fifty or sixty other houses. We learned that forty had 
burned. They said at first that three cavalry officers, drunk from the 
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buckets of wine distributed at the abbey, had been roasted alive; that 
was reduced, I believe, to one quartermaster horribly burned but still 
alive. 

There’s a sample of horror, but agreeable horror, if it may be so 
described. That of yesterday was horrible horror, afiecting me so 
strongly that I was sick. 

We reached Weis at about five o’clock, and were comfortably 
quartered in the hpme of a worthy man. We had come in a light 
wagon. The peasants who were hitched to the heavy one cut the traces 
and left it standing in the middle of the road. 

Charles came up laughing to tell us about this. He laughs at aU the 
accident; that’s his way of making excuses for taking the trouble to 
remedy them. That rascal of myself, about whom I think and say sO 
many bad things, and of whom I am nevertheless very fond, is some- 
times ambitious like that. I was getting rather fed up with pacing 
back and forth in my host’s big gloomy room when the carriage arrived 
with the horses of a surgeon who knew Cuny slightly. 

At three o’clock, we left Weis for Ebersberg, on the Traun. A superb 
road in a plain bordered by pretty hillsides, but otherwise very flat, as 
far as a signpost; beside the signpost, a dead man. We took the road to 
the right, the going became difiicult, the wagons were squeezed to- 
gether, and finally a single file was established. We finally reached an 
extremely long wooden bridge over the Traun, which was studded with 
sand bars. 

Marshal Massena’s corps had a hard fight to cross the bridge, and it 
tum^ out to be a ’futile one, as the Emperor had outflanked this 
bridge. 

As we started over the bridge, we found bodies of men and horses, 
there were still about thirty on the bridge; we were obliged to shove a 
lot of them into the river, which was excessively wide; in the middle, 
four hundred paces downstream from the bridge, a horse was standing 
erect and motionless; odd effect. The whole town of Ebersberg was 
still burning, the street through which we passed was strewn with 
corpses, most of them French and nearly all of them charred. Some 
were so badly burned that the human form of the skeleton could 
hardly be recognized. In several places, the corpses were heaped up; I 
examined their facts. On the bridge, there was a worthy German lying 
dead, his eyes open; German courage, faithfulness and kindliness were 
portrayed on his ^e, which had a slight expression of melancholy. . 

. Gradually the road grew narrower, and finally, beneath the dty gate 
^d ahead of it, qur carriage was obliged to run over these corpses dis-> 
figured by the flames. A few bouses wese still burning. The soldiier who 
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came out of a house with a look of irritation. I confess that the whole 
thing made me sick.^ 

I didn’t see this impressive spectacle very well. Montbadon, whom 
I found again at Enns, still being admired wherever he went, had gone 
up to the castle, something that WRS far worse than* the street, as a 
hundred and fifty corpses were burning there at the time, the majority 
French light infantrymen. 

A very handsome dead officer; wishing to see where he had been 
wounded, he took hold of his hand; the officer’s skin remained in his 
palm. This handsome young man was killed in a manner that didn’t 
^do him great honor — ^by a ball which Struck him in the back and lodged 
in his heart. 

The cold rain, the lack of food, the insurmountable obstacles between 
my thoughts and my comrade's brain — ^all this resulted in my nearly 
being sick at the spectacle. 

I’ve learned since that it really was a horror. 

The 'bridge was attacked by the infantry skirmishers of the Po, who 
numbered 800 (not more than 200 are left) and by the ClaparMe Divi- 
sion, which was 8,000 strong and which is said to have been reduced to 
4,000. 

It appears prrbable that there were 1,500 dead. This devil of a bridge 
is enormously long, the first platoons to reach it were mowed down. 
The second shoved them into the river, and succeeded in crossing. They 
took the town, and put great numbers of the wounded in the houses. 
The Austrians returned and recaptured the town, driving back, I be- 
lieve, the 26th Light Infantry Regiment. Fighting took place in the 
town, shells were showered down on it and ended by setting it on fire. 
Obviously, no one made an effort to put it out, the whole town burned 
up, as well as the unfortunate wounded in the houses. 

That’s how they explain the horror to be seen while going through 
the streets. This explanation seems to me a probable one. For where 
else would so many burned and dead soldiers have come from ? But no 
one was killed inside the houses, the dead were not carried into them; 
therefore, these poor devils were burned alive. 

Those in a position to know say that the spectacle of Ebersberg is a 
thousand times more horrible than that of all the battlefields in the 
world; there, you see only cut-up men and not horrible cot^^ses with 
the nose burned away and the rest of the face recognizable. 

^Ih a letter dated Weis, May 3 , Beyle wrote to F 6 iix Faure: '*1 really wanted to 
vomit while going through Ebersberg and seeing the wheels of my carriage 
make the entrails gush out of the bodies of the poor little infantry soldiers. 
I began talking In order to take my mind off this frightful with the 
result that I am considered ironhear^.'* 
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We arrived at Enns, where we are now. Nothing remarkable. The 
amiable Martial promised to fix up my affair here. I slept last night 
(the 5th) in Richard’s lodgings. You get nowhere in the Army without 
a usurping, intriguing, brazen character. 

Enns, May 7.— We’re still in this huge gloomy room of the Municipality. 
About thirty of us sleep, work and eat in it; it’s not hard to guess what 
kind of humor, smell, etc. there is. 

Not having anything to do and being obliged to sit at a table with 
pen in hand, I gossip while the others smoke. 

We left Burghausen about eleven o’clock on the morning of the . . . 
Our carriage was on the verge of backing us into the Salzach after we’d 
crossed .the bridge. M. Cuny went to great pains without his energy 
being" well applied; he got covered with mud, fell down twice and 
ended by thinking he was dead, which resulted in us going from Burg- 
hausen to Braunau with the windows closed. At first you’re on a plateau 
two or three hundred feet above the Salzach; you have some charming 
vistas, a hollow in the hillside permits the Salzach to be seen, as well 
as the plain beyond, which is very picturesque; you finally go down 
the hillside and follow the river about a league, after which you come 
to the hole of Braunau. There’s a single street, I think, but quite wide 
and well aligned. I’ve found the same thing in nearly all the towns of 
southern Germany; in this, they differ greatly from those of the 
North. 

May //.-—On May ii, we went through the outskirts of Sankt Polten. I’m 
enjoying the summer and a very cool habitation. It used to be a cotton 
miH, hundred paces outside the town, with a fine body of water. I 
went in bathing. We were surrounded by fire. Last night, thirteen were 
counted all around the horizon. This morning, I saw only two columns 
of smoke, but they were on the horizon at the height of the sun; two 
hours before it set, there was a huge horizontal cloud, reddish-gray in 
color, which we all thought was a cloud of smoke. 

In the evening, I began writing about eleven o’clock, in the midst of 
four snoring comrades, and about two o’clock I finished a letter of two 
PAGES to milady [Mmc. Uaru], 

May 12 , — On the 12th, I was sound asleep when I was awakened by Ameil, 
who said, *‘M. Daru wants to know which of you gentlemen are the 
ones who slept here.” A minute afterward, “M. Beyle, he wants to sec 
you.” 

It was to order us to prepare the orders for the departure of head- 
quarters. He bawled oiit everybody. I couldn’t discover what the moral 
reason was for this matinal bad humor. He was very anxious to rejoin 
the Emperor. I concluded from this that he had a lot of bile and was in 
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that state where it’s natural to be in bad humor. Yet, in my opinion, he’s 
far from being a bilious character. 

Unfortunately for us, there was no one at the ordnance house. He 
consequently distributed among us some letters to be delivered. I left 
about six o’clock and walked for two hours and a half in Sankt Polten. 
I was in a bad humor, a very bad one, my weariness was the only thing 
that k^pt it from bursting out. Finally, I couldn’t find the addresses of 
three of the letters. I returned to the house, they had finished their 
coffee and were leaving. Ten minutes later, Martial’s carriage, in which 
I was traveling because I’d let Laqombe take my seat in Cuny’s, I 
^^found that everybody had left. 

Consequently, I scrambled into the carriage, still: with an empty 
stomach. We arrived about one o’clock in ... , quite a small town. 
All the houses open and pillaged, but nothing burned. The posthouse 
and the house of the parish priest were the only ones inhabited. The 
priest behaved very well. They say he did the same three years ago, and 
that this time H. M. had a hundred napoleons given him, telling him 
he would remember him. 

We had a dinner that wasn’t too bad at the priest’s house; it cost us 
four paper florins each. I paid for M. M., who was with us. I gave ten 
florins; when T asked for the two florins change, nobody knew what 
had become of them. This is less than nothing, but it illustrates the 
selfishness and ill will with which we’re filled in our relations with 
each other. 

Later, I loafed with Lhostc, today’s resource. A genuine Frenchman; 
he doesn’t know anything, but his first impulse is always generous and 
candid, and then he hasn’t any education, low morals, because his 
mother has a trade, I don’t know which one. 

I suggested to him at three o’clock that we go up the hill back of the 
village, from the top of which you’re supposed to be able to see the 
Danube. We climbed it and didn’t see the Danube, which can hardly 
be seen a full league from there, but we saw a pine woods that was 
quite strange. It was made up of trunks thirty or forty feet high, with 
a very small clump of verdure at the top. These straight trunks were 
very crowded. We came down, enjoying the beginning of spring, 
which started for us the day of our arrival at Melk (the 8th or 9 th). The 
chestnut trees at Melk were only in bud, those of Vienna are in full 
leaf and ready to bloom. 

After examining the valley behind the village of . . . , we turned to 
the left and went into a pretty little hamlet. At the entry, we found an 
army valet plucking a hen, with two wooden buckets filled with flour 
and eggs beside him. 
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Lhoste and I started going to the houses and looking for eggs. We 
didn’t find any. We plainly saw the character the French. £vety> 
thing that couldn’t be taken away had been smashed. In the village, we 
found a little dog that was still yelping and a cat that looked very 
weary. Finally, we returned to the village. All the carriages had just 
left, notably our own. 

(I'm aU in, the rest tomorrow^ 

From letter to F^lix Faure, Vienna, May /A— During my first days in 
Vienna, Fve experienced that inner contentment and perfect well-being 
that^ nnce Italy, only Geneva has given me. 

The adorable Martial Paru was appointed Intendant the day before 
yesterday; this morning, he asked his brother to have me with him be- 
cause' I was ftmiliar with his way of working. M. Daru answered, 
"Prepare the letter. I’ll sign it." Thus, to all appearances, here I am a 
Vieimese for a year or two. 

At the theater at the Carinthia gate, they play excellent music, and 
there’s a ballet like the Italian, with grotesques. 

The stay in Vienna is delighting me and producing a strange sad- 
ness; too much inclination toward love, a pretty woman at every step. 
How I regret not to have consecrated my life to the talents which 
Montbadon possesses in such abundance, to the talent of pleasing 
themi 

From letter to Pauline, Vienna, July 14. — ^All considered, from the time I 
arrived in Paris up to the beginning of last December, I’ve been happy 
with my happiness, which would be intolerable anxiety for anyone else. 

In Paris, I was in'love with Elvire, the immense distance of rank 
separating us resulted in a passion of this sort having no other inter- 
preter than our eyes, as they say in novels; this diverted me, especially 
during the last days of my stay. Elvire hasn’t much sensibility, or at any 
rate this sensibility hasn’t been much exercised. I beheve that, while 
she was with me, she was astonished to have emotional experiences. 
Three or four times, we had some of those impulsive moments in which 
everything fades except what is desired. Insurmountable obstacles, as 
well as the greatest dang'er for one and the other, kept us ftom speak- 
ing otherwiM than through expressive glances. But who is this Elvire?* 
ni tell you the first time I see you. As for all the details of our behavior, 
imagine a courtier in love with a queen: you’ll realize the nature of 
their dangers and pleasures. 

Since my departure from Paris, I’ve seen many new things. I’ve 
suffered much, but physically. At last, I suffered from an attack of fever 
which prevented me from going to the battle on the 6 th of this month, 

'Intere can be little" doubt that Elvire is Mme. Pierre Dam, With whom Beyld 
was bc^giniiing to'fall in love. 
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a spectacle forever to be regretted: yjofioo men fought for fifty hours.* 
Martial was there: I oug^t to have gope with him, W I was stretched 
out in a chaise longue, with a splitting headache and the fidgets; each 
cannon shot could be disdnguished; an armistice has just been ar- 
ranged, and it*s believed that peace will result. If so, I’ll probably go to 
Spain. 

If I have time. I’ll leave here and go with one of my friends to War- 
saw, where he has some business; from there we’ll go to Naples, Rome, 
Genoa and Grenoble. I’m saving pp my money in order to be able to 
carry out this plan; I have some g(wd servants and excellent horses; 

^I’ve proved to myself that I can stand the greatest fatigue. But I haven’t 
yet found the perfect happiness I’ve been looking for. I need a woman 
with a lofty soul, and all of them are like novels — ^interesting as far as 
the denouement, and, two days later, you’re surprised at having been 
able to be interested in things so common. 

Fm still sick with a fever; I’ve been given the hope that six days of 
calmative will fix me up again; but the morale is feverish, the doctor 
knows nothing about such things and is astonished at the little eSect 
his drugs have on me. 

It’s possible that, sooner or later, the boredom of vegetating in a post 
beneath what F'.e now shown I’m capable of filling will ntake me shed 
my uniform and retire to Claix; but I can see nothing certain in this 
distant possibility of my present destiny. 

If you come across any poor German prisoners to whom I can be of 
service, write me at once. During this campaign. I’ve saved the lives of 
two German prisoners and two hundred merino sheep. That, I believe, 
is a good action. 

From letter to Pauline, Vienna, July 26.— I’m still suffering from the 
fever of which I’ve already spoken to you, but that doesn't have much 
influence on the situation of my soul. I’m happy, although upset by the 
passion of which I’ve already spoken to you. 

Recently, I was given a mission to Hungary; I promised myself 
upon leaving Vienna not to think of what it contained for twenty-four 
hours. It was possibly the only chance in my life to see that celebrated 
Hungary. I found a superb country, magnificent vineyards, a narrow 
and superb road with a row of young chestnut trees on either side, the 
road set off in white amidst the verdure of the prairies and crops, the 
view changing every half hour; to the left, at first the imposing Schee* 
berg (or snow mountain), and afterward the road going off in the 
distance to this white summit, the countryside simultaneously became 
peaceful and majesdp: instead of mountain peaks, there were extensive 

.The batde of Wagraiq. At this period Beyle was suffering from horrible 
ease of pox.* 
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prolonged hills and, at the horizon, a large lake. Upon leaving Vienna, 
I went to Laxenburg, where there are beautiful gardens and an astonish- 
ing fifteenth-century castle. 

From Laxenburg I went to Eisenstadt, and from there to the shores 
of the lake which you’ll find on the map. There I found the Croat 
costume in all its purity: it’s absolutely the same as that of our hussars, 
the plume, the small boots trimmed in silver, etc., etc. 

I’ve told you, I believe, that, before returning to France, I was going 
to Warsaw and Naples. I’ll have need of doing so. To leave Vienna will 
* break my heart; but a fortnight later I’ll no longer think of it, except 
agreeably, especially while traveling. 

Haydn passed away here about a month ago; he was the son of a 
simple peasant and elevated himself to immortal creation through a 
sensitive soul and studies which gave him the means of transmitting 
to others the sensations he experienced. A week after his death, all the 
musicians of the city gathered at the Scottish church to execute Mozarfs 
Requiem in his honor. I was there, and in uniform, in the second row^; 
the first was taken up by the great man’s family — ^three or four poor 
little women in black with mean faces. The Requiem appeared to me to 
be too noisy and didn’t interest me; but I’m beginning to understand 
Don Juan, which they give in German nearly every week at the Widen 
theater. 


Diary of Kahlenberg and Leopoldsberg 
(or liaisons of Colonel L. with Princess P.) 

BASHFULNESS AND wounded indifference in the manner of Rousseau 
1809, Vienna, coming-on of lady Palfy.* 


October 21 , — On October 21, I went with M. Feck to buy a pipe in the 
outlying district of Widen. On my return, I learned that Mme. Z had 
arrived from Pressburg with her two brothers. I was told that she 
couldn’t be seen until three o’clock. I wrote some letters. But I was so 
flustered that I felt myself changing color each minute. At half-past 
four, I made up my mind to go in. I was with J. Her first gesture was 
exactly what it would have been for another. She stood up for me to 
kiss her; I didn’t dare to (from lack of social experience) and merely 
took her hand flabbily; 

^Stendhal recalls this event in Letter XXII of his Vie de Haydn. 

^Princess P. and Lady Palfy are two more names for Mme. Z — that is, Mme. 
Pierre Daru. 



301 


i809* PARIS — GERMAN Y — VIENNA 

We spoke of Berlin. “Have you been there?” 

“Yes, for a month ” 

“When was that?” 

“At the beginning.” 

“I didn't think you would want to come for fourteen months.” 

“You know quite well why I didn’t go.” 

“I thought that the pretty Brunswick girls were holding you 
back.’* 

No answer on my part, my wits failed me, granting that I have any 
wits — something that remains to be proved^ 

A minute later: 

“It’s a very long time since we’ve seen each other. Have you been 
very bored?” 

“I was very sorry that you didn’t come sooner, when Vienna was at 
its best and everyone was expecting you. But I haven’t been bored in 
the least.” 

I believed myself obliged to make this answer because of J., whose 
unintelligence sees the bad side of everything. 

“I was told that you had been ill. Is it all over now?”^ 

“Yes, entirely.” 

Ca. came in, I eilaced myself until dinnertime, went to open a pack* 
age of books, cut the pages of Roussel’s Le Systime Moral de la Femme 
and skimmed through it. 

In this first interview, it seems to me that I was offered a much more 
elevated place than the one I’ve held up until now; with a bolder man- 
ner, I’d take it and acquire an immense superiority, but also I’d be 
showing off. 

THE LIFE AND SENTIMENTS OF SILENCIOUS HARRY 

THE LIFE AND OPINIONS. — Relations with Princess Palfy in Vienna 
THE MAN PERHAPS, THE MEMORY LITTLE^ 

November j8og . — ^He got up at nine o’clock because he had read the 
' Mfmoires de la Regence until half-past one. He had a fever. He signed 
some furloughs and had five or six business visits. M. Pacotte arrived. 
Little Josephine (de Lhoste) came; he had her, after which he got 
dressed quickly and breakfasted ditto. He jumped in a carriage and 
arrived at Princess Palfy’s. There he found Mme. Guerin, with whom 

‘Still marveling at this indiscretion, Beyle wrote two years later: “An odd trait 
of naturalness and kindness, for the point in question was the pox — ^nothing 
less than that.” 

‘Like all the words in capital letters, this title is in English in Beyle’s manuscript. 
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he was gallant and gay. Mme. de Palfy was in a brown study for a 
moment, after which she was amiable with Henri, but with the same 
sort of amiability she has for everybody, which lets the absence of any 
other feeling be seen. She hadn’t slept. We went shopping. She said 
something to Mme. Barthomeuf and Mme. Gu6'in in an agitated voice 
and almost with tears in her eyes, which showed her deep attachment 
to Mme. Barthomeuf at the same time as her displeasure, equally 
rational and deep'seated, with the Duke of . . . [her husband, Pierre 
Dam]. 

We returned at one o’clock; still coolness, not what’s called coolness 
in society, but cool manners as compared with those she had ou the 
previous' days.’ 

Yet she had an amiable smile as she came in and said, “Go quickly 
and look for your horses,” hut far indeed from what it was yesterday 
and from the little finger-tap which accompamed it. Jacqueminot, she 
and I got on our horses at half-past one; we went to the Lusthaus. This 
role put me at ease. Jacqueminot talked just enough to permit me to be 
sensitive and to give me a chance to talk. We happened to* go into the 
story of Jacqueminot’s marriage. He offered his father to remain ten 
years without seeing his mistress, without writing her, and to take a 
job wherever his father might wish— which the latter was blundering 
enough to refuse. But in all that there were two or three traits that 
showed more and more the total absence of character in Z [Pierre 
Dam]. 

That led the princess to tell us the story of her marriage. “I had an 
aversion to young men, so when they told me, ‘He’s a middle-aged 
man,*>~l wasn’t afraid ... It was in accordance with this principle 
(that love matches don’t work out well) that I didn’t want to marry 
someone I loved.” 

There, it seems to me, is something that cuts the taproot of all love 
for the Duke of . . . 

During the entire ride, scarcely two or three glances. We galloped 
through all the bridle paths of the Augarten, and returned via the 
rampart. It was half-past three, I went with her, but she left me at the 
B.'In the evening, the beginning of Don Juan. I returned home at 
half-past ten without going to the Burg. 

Uovemberi—f^ day yesterday was spent at the property of the younger 
Comtesse Triangi [Mme. Pierre Dam]. It seems to me obvious that - 
this day was the zenith of my credit with Mme. de Triangi. She was 
going to Mts. Kahlenbe^g and Leopoldsberg, ^e seemed to be attempt- 
ing purposely to get rid of her traveling companbns, she was gay with 
the natural and enterpruiiig gaiety that is givra by die approach of an 
, jStrient diat gives pleasure. 
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As we were leaving, we almost ran over a wounded soldier on die 
comer o£ the Herrengasse. The people in the street were indignant, I 
got out and arranged the matter. We went in the berlin as &r as the 
litde road halfway to Leopoldsberg. We got on horseback and went, 
nearly all the time at a gallop, to Leopoldsberg. The weather was clear 
enough to distinguish the view; it couldn’t be seen as well as in summer, 
but still it could be seen well enough. We got off th^ horses to enter the 
courtykrd of Leopoldsberg; she got down in my arms, ’niat gave me 
quite a bit of pleasure. My big error was not to have assumed at the 
outset that air of gallantry which' permits you to risk anything, since 
nothing has the appearance of being.said seriously. I didn’t do so at all. 

gallant remark isn’t far from the tone of sentiment. She was cold 
and her cheeks were rosy. That called for a quite natural comphment; 
I saw the place for it and didn’t pay it. After passing a moment at 
Leopoldsberg, we galloped to the Kahlenberg. Arrived there, we looked 
for the view, we arrived at two pavilions which appeared to terminate 
in terraces. Her spirit of enterprise made her want to go up on these 
terraces. It happened that the only access was by means of the worst 
of ladders, going up to the narrowest of holes. We climbed up: “You 
go first.” From there, by means of a kind of catwalk, crawling on our 
hands and knees, we reached the place where the terrace should have 
been, but in reality there were only two shingle roofs; these roofs were 
very slippery; by means of a little ladder, we reached the balustrade, 
she walked around it on the inside with charming courage. I went 
through the hole in the roof first.— “I want to go through it like this,” 
she slipped through head first; I wanted to go down the ladder first: 
“No, no; I want to go first; your coachman is quite enough.” I was too 
concerned with her safety and not enough with being gallant It’s true 
that in Paris her companion is usually the faithful M. D. . . . , whose 
seriousness and lack of wit on the road are conspicuous. These sul^ects 
of comparison must have made me appear less ridiculous. 

We came down from the Kahlenberg by an agreeable road, I believe 
she was pleased with her excursion but less so with her companion. We 
returned to the city gate on horseback. I’d planned to speak to her 
about: i. what’s going to become of Prince Sulkowski; and 2. what’s 
going to become of me. She was the first to say, “You ought to speak 
to my husband if you want to find out what they’re going to do 
with you.” 

“I'm afraid of getting bawled out like the devil.” 

That was a crazy thing to say. 

This trait shows at the same time what’s lacking in my character and 
the frame of mind I attribute to her. I had some fine things to say, and 
I didn’t say anything. Pm affected by too many things. If I’m to l^eve 
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what she told me, m. z shall not come to Spain and had for the second 
TIME Refused the preferment of the general d. he will uve as a simple 

COUNSILOR OP STATE AND GO NEXT SPRING TO ITALY AND SWIZERLAND [mc]. 

We were reserved coming back, I silent. In the evening, to The 
Crusaders; a devilish reserve, both physically and mentally, the foot, 
THE HAND. 1 see nothing special, as far as I am concerned. 

November : — have a bad cold. This morning, I saw Mme. de Triangi, 
who toldjne with all possible graciousness, that I was invited to the 
general’s ball. My nstme was even first on the list, a thing that will shock 
M. M., whom I suspect of a bit of envy. But enough of all this. 

November 20, at a quarter to 2 in the morning.— Mme. Daru left at half- 
past one. 

This morning, after three or four scenes which showed the bad side 
of mankind, I went to the Burg at eleven o’clock, full of the reserve 
that in my case is the result of wounded sensibility. I was received at 
lunch by M. and Mme. Z, the Mmes. Jacqueminot arrived. We went, to 
Mass. But F., having seen her on the way, gave her his arm. We were 
only able to get in downstairs. The Mass was finer than usual, but I had 
little taste for it. I was busy chatting to Mile. Lucrece in order to let . . . 
see that, if I don’t talk to her enough, it’s because of bashfulness rather 
than stupidity. The Governor took her home frofti Mass, F. and B. 
having deserted. The Jacqueminot ladies went on. The embarrassment 
of a tiSce-^-t£te increased the reserve, and I went on to await orders at 
the office. 

We went out. I took her, as well as M. Daru, in my carriage to the 
home of Mme. Berti;and, a woman who appeared to me to be very 
amiable because she found me somewhat so. We found a dozen gen- 
erals there. Mme. Bertrand was especially attentive to me, and invited 
me in such a way to come to see her in Paris that I intend to accept. 
She’s thoroughly English, worships her husband, speaks English, etc., 
and, in her opinion, I have the great merit of appearing to please 
another woman who’s more attractive than she. We went to the home 
of the Prince of Eggmiihl, but I stayed in the carriage reading. We left 
Mme. Daru behind, and went to pay a call on Mme. Gu 6 rin, a fat good- 
hearted Polish woman with a German character. 

We went to the home of Mme. Ott . . . This litde hunchback ap- 
peared to me to have some sense. She and her husband at first mistook 
mq for M. Daru, and at length contented themselves with calling me 
M. le Baron. A gay visit which rid me to some extent of my bashful re- 
serve. We came back fqr a minute. Then to the steeple of Stefansdom. 
The t£te-li-t£te in such a safe spot made me curse my bashfulness, and 
consequendy intensified my reserve. From there to the benediedon at 



i809 PARIS — GERMANY — VIENNA 3 O 5 

the Franciscan church; nothing remarkable. From there back home. 
Some people were there, my reserve was somewhat dispelled. 1 was 
hoping that Mme. Barthomeuf would arrive; she came, we had supper. 
I talked and was amiable, possibly even very amiable as long as she was 
there. 

My amiability seemed to please Mme. Z, and I saw its effect because 
she immediately became more amiable with me. She said once to Mme. 
Barthomeuf, “I leave you my cousin.” 

While waiting for the horses, which didn’t come, we asked riddles. 
During this time, Mme. Z reclined on a sofa that M. D. and 1 had 
brought in from an adjoining room. When the time came to leave, she 
Appeared to soften toward me. She even had tears in her eyes, but Tm 
far from believing, first, that they were sincere, and next, that they 
were for me. 

As the departure drew nearer and nearer, I took a seat on the foot of 
the sofa. I toyed with her gloves, I gave them back to her, she in turn 
gave them back to me. Once she held out her hand to me for me to 
return theiu, but she did so very gracefully and possibly even with 
some tenderness. I lowered my head on the sofa and kissed her out- 
stretched hand. I must have had some grace and feeling, for I was 
animated, not too animated, and I did nothing to restrain myself. All 
that, the same as the rest of my behavior, was rather imprudent. The 
spectators perhaps believed she was in love with me, the asses perhaps 
went as far as to believe I was having her. 

Finally, it was announced that the horses would return only the next 
day; Mme. Z became angry, they arrived. A moment of agitation, we 
took leave, we embraced each other, I made no move. Senneville of- 
fered her his arm to go down, she took mine. I squeezed the arm she 
gave me, she undoubtedly noticed this action. 

Below, at half-past one, near the carriage, she turned to the left and, 
advancing her head, said to me, “Farewell, my dear cousin.” I embraced 
her, her veil cut our kiss in two, but in any case it was soulfully given 
and received without reserve, as I saw it. 

By chance. I’ve written the diary of her arrival (October 21 ) and of 
the day of her departure, adding that of our ride to the Kahlenberg, in 
a few years I’ll be able to form an idea of my behavior. With more 
boldness, had I assumed a gallant manner at the outset and had she 
been continually with Mme. Barthomeuf, I believe I’d have been close 
to happiness. I mustn’t fail, if I see her again, to assume a manner of 
gay gallantry right from the start. A little more boldness, and our 
numerous t&e-i-tete, which must have appeared reserved to her, would 
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have been charming, for, once the ice is broken, Pm sure of myself in 
that respect, Pd have appeared more to my advanuge. 

What must she think of me?^ 

^Pve lost the dtvics containing the sequel and the end. All that came to an 
end in six minutes two months later, and I had her during a whole year, dx 
times a week. Parenthesis. [Note by Beyle.] 

The diary and other private papers eloquently prove that this curious note 
coOld not possibly apply to Mme. Daru — or to any other woman. Henri 
Mardneau furthermo^ points out that Beyle put parentheses around idse 
statements in his diary, and in this case he writes the word ouL The note was 
apparently written in to mystify a possible reader, but its exact object remains 
objure. 



The Harvest of Ambition 


ALTHOUGH the four years that had elapsed since Marseille had yielded 
nothing inore than the post of deputy commissary, Beyle returned to Paris 
undaunted aud with the firm resolution this time to let nothing stop him 
from advancing. Like Julien Sorel, he adapted his ambition to current 
conditions. In 1806, upon the outbreak of war with Prussia, he had 
abruptly abandoned his attempts to become an Auditor, and had followed 
the Army to Brunswick ; but, once peace seemed in prospect, his interest 
in the Army evaporated and he again turned to the Administration as 
offering the best promise of a career. 

The center of this structure under the Empire was the Council of State, 
in which “Napoleon had gathered together the fifty least stupid French- 
men” to elaborate bills before they were submitted to the debates of the 
legislative bodies. 

In the service of each Councilor were several young men known as 
Auditors, for whom this apprenticeship might easily lead to important ad- 
ministrative posts. Beyle’s plan w'as to be appointed Auditor through the 
powerful influence of Pierre Daru; this achieved, he would seek a place 
in society, try to obtain a title, possibly make a wealthy marriage— and, in 
three or four years, become a Prefect! Then, possessing a sinecure, honors, 
wealth and leisure, he would at last be able to devote himself tranquilly 
to the composition of his comedies. Worldly success was but a means to a 
never-varying end; in 1805 he had considered it necessary to become a 
bahker, in 1810 a Prefect, in order to attain this end. 

Now hdrly launched on his lifelong “pursuit of happiness,” he resumed 
his life in Paris with the same contentedness he had experienced in Ger- 
many and Austria. He was free to devote himself entirely to his ambidon, 
to change his attire three or four dmes a day, to call on the people who 
were in a position to help him, to appear at the theater and fashioofdfle 
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restaurants, to attend the social functions that were so numerous at the 
period of Napoleon’s marriage with Marie-Louise. Most important of all, 
he overlooked no opportunity to be at the liome of his protectors— now 
the Comte and Comtesse Daru. The latter’s smile seemed more encour- 
aging than ever, and even Pierre, no longer harassed by overwhelming 
duties, displayed a patronizing affability. 

During the six months he waited before being appointed Auditor, he 
found several old friends and made some new ones. Chief of his new 
friends were Louis Vipin de Bellisle, an Auditor, handsome and amiable, 
although a bit avaricious and inclined toward haughtiness, and Bellisle’s 
mistress, the Comtesse Beugnot, wife of a well-known politician. 

Mme. Beugnot, a homely woman possessed of much intelligence, char- 
acter and charm, was perhaps the first person in Paris society to under- 
stand and appreciate the complex character of Beyle, He responded 
gratefully to her sympathy, and their mutual affection only strengthened 
as the years passed. It was to “Mmc. Doligny* — as she was christened in 
the lingo of Beylism — that he dedicated his first book. Some dozen years 
later, her daughter was to become his mistress. 

By summer, the most accessible portion of Empire society had become 
aware of the thickset, immaculately dressed and studiously amiable young 
courtier who called himself “Monsieur de Beyle.” He was making grati- 
fying progress along the road which led to the kind of success he was 
seeking. But for success to be complete, it was essential for a bachelor to 
have a reputation as a ladies’ man. This was an item on the program that 
Beyle had by no means overlooked, and during the years i8io and i8ii 
he spent as much time^as possible in feminine society — ^although his suc- 
cesses were scarcely more noteworthy than in the past. “Possibly,” he says 
with humility in Henry Brulard, “no man of the Empeior’s Court had less 
women than I, who was believed to be the lover of the Prime Minister’s 
wife.” This lady — variously referred to in the diary as the Comtesse de 
Palfy, Mme. Z, Elvire, Mme. de Trautmand, Marie and Mme. Petit — was 
not exactly the wife of the Prime Minister: she was merely Alexandrine 
Daru, the wife of Beyle’s protector. 

At the same time he was bashfully and awkwardly “courting” her, he 
overcame his timidity sufficiently to carry on eight or ten other love affairs, 
flirtations and sentimental intrigues. Unhappily for posterity’s curiosity, 
he had grown cautious since the days of Melanie Guilbert, and in his diary 
will be found nothing more than laconic and often deliberately confusing 
references to the women of uncertain identity who played ephemeral 
roles in his life at this perjod. 

Money, the remaining essential ingredient of success, was not as easy 
to find as women. It may be wondered where Beyle obtained enough to 
cover his numerous* expenses, for he was^still only a deputy commissary 
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drawing a monthly salary of 300 francs— and he was spending four or five 
times that amount. In fact, not merely had he provided himself with a 
costly wardrobe, acquired a fondness for the spitted kidneys of the fash- 
ionable Cafe Hardy and otherwise established a luxurious way of living, 
but in April he purchased a team of horses, a cabriolet costing 2,100 francs 
and hired a coachman I 

But all this was part of the program: the only way to get ahead was to 
mix with* the right people, and the only way to mix with the right people 
was to give the impression of being wealthy. He was gambling everything 
on the one hope of eventually becoming a Prefect with an annual salary 
of 26,000 francs. In the meantime, he coi^nted on an auditorship to give him 
2,3bo francs; if he were attached to the Court he would have another 
6,000 francs. He estimated that 14,000 francs would be required to live 
properly; therefore, he would borrow the missing 6,000 francs annually 
for, say, the next four years, and as soon as he was appointed to a pre- 
fecture he would start paying off his debts’. 

But where was the loan to come from? He beseeched his father to obtain 
the all-importanr 6,000 francs — 8,000 would really be better. He went 
further; he suggested that Cherubin turn over an estate to him as a 
majorat and advance him the money to purchase a barony. These pro- 
posals failed to op^n the purse of “the bastard,” who — as his son did not 
know — was himself so far in debt that he could have done little even had 
he so wished. So nothing was settled, and “Monsieur de Beyle” went on as 
before, borrowing where he could. By the middle of July, he owed 12,500 
francs. 

Then there was the matter of getting married. For him, saturated as he 
was with the morals of the ancien regime, marriage did not necessarily 
have anything to do with love; it was chiefly a means of procuring wealth 
and social position. He had about resigned himself to asking for the hand 
of a certain “lovely and gentle cipher” to whom he gives the name of 
Jenny Leschenault when he received disturbing news from Grenoble. 
Victorine Mounier, it appeared, was being courted by a local swain, and 
Pauline proposed attempting to arrange a match before it was too late. 
Giddy at the thought, he read his sister’s letter “twenty times,” but in the 
end his good sense for once asserted itself. He had worshiped the image 
of Victorine for eight years. There could be no doubt that, with her “ex- 
quisite sensibility” and her “nobility of soul,” she was infinitclv superior 
to the “insignificant dolls” of the Parisian salons, yet at heart he could not 
deceive himself; he knew that he was in love with a chimera and not with 
the«real Victorine, whom he had seen but “seven times” in his life. 

Moreover, returning to practical considerations, he reflected that to wed 
Victorine would be to defeat his plans, for she would bring him very 
little in the way of a dowry, and he could hope for no more than a 
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subordinate place in a family headed by the aloof Edouard— now Baron 
Mounier and secretary of the Emperor’s ofiBce. 

While occupied with his social duties and his plans for success, he man* 
aged to continue his "pursuit of happiness" through aesthetic sensations 
and intellectual interests. He spent much of his time reading, as alyirays. 
And, wistfully recalling the days of the Rue d’Angivilliers when he was 
fired by the love of glory instead of worldly ambition, he turned back to 
his rules for laughter and the comic, and his classifications of "the pas* 
sions, states and habits of the soul, and means of passion." 

Finally, on August 3, when he was least expecting it, he received a letter 
from the Due de Bassano, Minister Secretary of State, notifying him that 
he had been named two days before as Auditor of the G)uncil of State. 
Beyle regarded his watch, as he always did at important moments in his 
life, and then solemnly recorded the historic event in his diary. Not 
long after, Pierre Daru, as Intendant General of the Emperor’s House- 
hold, obtained for him one of the two posts of Inspecteur de la Compta- 
bUitd du Mobilier et des Bdtiments de la Couronne; moreover, he was 
placed on the civil list in charge of the Holland office. He successfully 
applied for the privilege of retaining his position as deputy commissary. 
In addition to various gratuities, he was now to receive, as he had afidci* 
pated, xfloo francs a year as Auditor, 6,000 as inspector of the Emperor’s 
household furnishings, and 900 as a retired deputy commissary. The first 
step of his projects was accomplished. 


1810 Paris 

Diary from February 15 • 

February was at tit five o’clock this afternoon; he read me 

a note his wife had jiut received from M. du Chitenay, which started 
out like this: "I’m giving you as information, and sure information, 
that M. Beyle hu been appointed Auditor, but under the name of 
Rede, etc." 

That gave me some well-foimded hope. My desire to be an Auditor 
wasn’t as great as my harror at resuming my sorry trade of bdng a ym 
commissary. 

February wro^ to tjhe*KCnister of Justice firom Crozet’s. Lundi at 
Hardy’s. Cardon is of Ae opinion that apt hope is well founded. From 
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there, Crozet and I went to see die Pont dl^na, and, as we were com- 
ing back, we saw the Emperor. In the evening to the Op6ra, Saul and 
Paul et Virgittie, a ballet that wasn’t very pretty, i speak with Pace a 
large part of the time. I saw 'Clotilde and, what’s much more, Mars; 
Martial believes I’ve -been appointed; from there to Mme. Viel’s. I 
spent the night with Emilie. Sunday, I’m to see the little girl of the Rue 
Traversiire Who’s scarcely been touched. 

Saturday,’ ijj— I went about town this morning; and tried out my horse’s 
speed. I went to the Legislative Corps a minute, went to the Bois de 

• Boulogne with Crozet, and from there to Mme. Z’s. I was a litde freer 
because her mother was there. I diiied at Grignon’s with Crozet and 

^Ouehih 4 . Then Le Maria ge de Figaro, i.was with Pac^. 

/p, Monday .— confirmed that I’m an Auditor. M. Mounier said so, ac- 
cording to -what Faure was told. This morning, I went with Crozet to 
the College de France, where an ass was expounding Virgil; I almost 
burst out laughing before the scandalized audience. 

The .evening at Mme. Z’s. I went there at ten o’clock with boredom 
and making an effort on myself. I was natural and right in my element. 
I was as satisfied as possible with Marie [Mme. Daru]. M. Daru spoke 
to me with all possible good grace of my little letter. When 1 told him, 

• "This will be the last,” he said, “Why nP, keep on; we’ll try to arrange 
your affair.” I’m going to be introduced to Mme.-Est^ve, an excellent 
woman, judging by her expression. I’m happy. 

February 20 . — ^This was the day, I believe, that I threw my thumb out of 
joint at the Palais-Royal. This accident put me on sick leave; I’m trying 
to get a clear notion of the history of the Revolution. 

I dined at Mme. Z’s the day after the accident. 

I was greeted by Marie with tender friendliness. 

February 24 . — ^I was introduced to the La Bergerie ladies, whom I found 
less Raphaelesque than I had expected. Blanche and Emilie resemble 
Ursula too much through their intellectual character to please me 
gready. I like Mile. Jules better, but her merit is still a "maybe” in my 
opinion. It was today, the 26th, that I saw beauty itself. I experienced 
the strongest sensation of beauty that I can recall: Mile. Mars as 
Suzanne in Figaro. I was enchanted to the point of feeling myself about 
to fall in love. Had I known less about the difference between conduct 
and apression, I’d have perished. 

I saw Marie this morning in the Tuileries; her astonishment at mt 
sudden appearance; perhaps she has some love por me. 

I was with Bellisle at this delightful sight. 

February aS.— I’ve just been to Figaro, Mars’s delightful face. A spring 
day, long bat^ Tom Jones, happiness. Mile. Mars made me recapture 
my hearty which I thoqg^t was dead. 
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March /.—Happy tranquillity, won during the past two years. In the 
evening, visit to Mme. de B. . . , a moment of gaiety. La Forteresse du 
Danube, vacuous. Many people, charming reverie during my long ex- 
cursion on the Boulevards. 

March 2. — ^Took a bath at Tivoli, read with Crozet. Crozet was as dull as 
dull can be. At midnight, I went to take an ice at the Cafe de Foy, and 
returned conscious of happiness in weather that was almost like spring. 

AfarcA 12 . — ^These divjne beauties, as we call them, are assuredly devil- 
ishly boring. Amelie [de Bezieux] is a thousand times more amiable, 
but her lover [Faure] is jealous, even pettily so. I went to see the ladies 
with the best dispositions toward them, but I had to submit to the 
weight of the evidence. 

Moreover, a day filled with happiness through . . . 

My thumb, which is slowly getting well, still keeps me from going 
around in a carriage. 

March /j. — i have breakfasted [lunched] with her; i have seen her* at 
HER mother’s. This affection has nothing gloomy about it, almost no 
constraint, almost no boredom. 

March 14, — I’ve just seen David painting. He’s a collection of pettinesses, 
both in his manner of tracing his name and in the difference between a 
historical painter and a miniaturist in connection with a page’s costume 
which he sent to the Emperor. People of that sort wear out their souls 
over trifles, it’s not surprising that they haven’t anything left for lofty 
things. Moreover, David isn’t intelligent enough to hide this petty 
vanity and not to show constantly the vast importance it has in his own 
opinion. 

I was perfectly at home there. I went at one o’clock, she wasn’t there 
yet; returned at a quarter past two, she was waiting for David. He 
signed the picture as four o’clock was striking.^ our eyes told each 
other THAT they love themselves [//V]. i have seen her an instant, 
embarrassed and not daring to raise her eyes to meet mine, which were 
worshiping her. Ail comparisons and grace apart, there is much of 
Cherubin’s part in my affair. It’s our position. I’m invited tomorrow, 
and for the purpose of jhowing me something that she knows that I 
already know well and that she’s already shown me; but I don’t know 
what it is that I’m invited to, to lunch, I think. 

March ij and 18 ? — Intimacy between Marie and me is beginning to ap- 
pear. I’m natural and reap moments of happiness. 

/p.— On the morning of the nineteenth, I took her some flowers, but be- 
^ cause of my bashfulness, I wasn’t happy; I didn’t see her. In the eve- 

^e picture is David’s portrait of Mme. Dam, included in this volume. 

*This and the following iHwo entries were written, by Beyle in his own peculiar 
brand of Italian. 
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ning, I went to the ball at nine o’clock, I started out with a bit of 
nonsense, I took her hand in front of everybody in the dining room. 
She somewhat resented this nonsense; otherwise, she was very kind to 
me and invited me for lunch today « I’ve just been to it. 

March 79.— I was also amiable for the first time with the terrible Daru. I 
had come from Mme. Beugnot’s, I had gone there to get into the right 
tone and I succeeded very well, for I was also at home in Mme. Daru’s 
presence. Her words were of affectionate friendship, and her husband 
joked with me. The H6tel du Chatelet [where the Darus lived] won’t 
have seen me bashful, and the period of my acquaintance with Mme. 
Beugnot will be that of my wit’s hap^ maturity. I’m reading Malthus’s 
T)Ook on The Principle of Population with the greatest of pleasure. 

March 20. — I’m beginning to feel with genuine satisfaction that I’ve con- 
tracted the reasonable habits that ensure happiness. I felt this clearly, 
down to the details, an hour ago. 

This morning, all alone, I was busy and happy until half-past one, 
when 1 began writing this. My situation, free from all passion, was such 
that the company of another person would scarcely have added to my 
HAPPINESS. I enjoyed my sentiments and thoughts in the English 
manner. 

Through the same effect of reasonable habits. I’m able to affirm that 
yesterday I experienced the greatest quantity of pure boredom (free 
from any depressing feeling) that I’ve ever felt in my life. It was at the 
home of the La Bergerie ladies. Crozet, Ouehihe and Bellisle were 
there. Not the tiniest little idea, not the tiniest little sentiment; we kept 
on talking like people doomed to maintain a conversation, we listlessly 
amplified the most trivial topics. When I left, I almost had an attack of 
indigestion as the result of yawning. It was the second time in my life 
this has happened to me, and both times were in the Rue Therese 
[where the La Bergeries lived]. 

I have but one observation to make — ^I talk to Mile. Emilie, I look 
at Mile. Blanche practically all the time, and I do neither with Mile. 
Jules. All that is in inverse ratio to the interest these persons arouse in 
me; it’s undoubtedly one effect of bashfulness, the effect of a 
formerly acquired habit, for I experience none with them. 

In my opinion, the mother and the two younger sisters are as 
crammed with social experience as they are void of ideas. They prob- 
ably have much tact, but not a tact of the soul, but a tact of education, 
of experience, well versed in the things their soul has led them to re- 
mark, and this soul is wholly French; from which it results that base- 
ness, for instance, is invisible to them, the same, I believe, as all refine- 
ment of soul. 

Mile. Jules is undoubtedly extremely spoiled, tainted (may I be 
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allowed the use of this term, I see no other for it) by a constant intel> 
lectual company that is vicious. Her mother hasn’t left her for half an 
hour since her birth. Since Crozet, Bellisle and Faure say she’s menttUy 
aiert, I’m williitg to suspend judgment unul it’s demonstrated to me; 
up to now, it seems that I’ve intimidated her. It really seems that we 
have produced this effect on each other, an effect wUch is, however, 
weak oh my part. 

Ottilie (the book of) [Goethe’s Electitre Affinities] seems ridiculous 
to her. We’ll pass over that: with a French head, a soul like that of 
Mozart (the teiiderest and most profound sensibility) would be re> 
quired to appreciate this novel. 

Mile. Jules, be pleasing through your charms, but stop pretending 
to be. possessed of sensibility, or stop mistaking your lassitude for 
sensibility. 

Mme. Beugnot is extremely amiable and, at her house, I was too. It 
would be very odd if she were to have a remarkable sensibility, I wstnt 
very much to see her often. As for his love^ i beueve, the indiffer- 
ence of profundity without profundity shouldn’t be preferred to the 
charms and brilliant vivacity of youth. Allegro vivace is preferable. 
His manners, sad, serious, solemn, are probably a result of his bad 
health; he’d be reasonable if he were governed by ambition, but I 
believe him incapable of taking and sticking to a difficult decision 
unless it were propped up by the whole scaffolding of society’s petty 
ideas. Besides, he’s beginning to have a great love of money; he has 
succeeded, he says, in saving up twelve thousand francs. He’s another 
of those asses who are excellent for their heirs. 

Oufiiih^ still has jerky little movements, and openly appears to be 
what we know from another source that he is— a very mediocre man. 

Crozet, who really has extreme sagacity and some sensibility, and 
who incontestably is an intelligent man, is at a disadvantage when with 
those divine Aeanfier— that’s the word for them — through his pedantic 
appearance. I’d like to see him at ease, unrestrained, cheerful, with the 
noble &cility of Wakefield, from which, moreover, everyone was far 
removed. As for myself, \ was bored and must have seemed unamiable. 

With a dash of political genius (the art of attaining an ol^ecdve with 
the elements one possesses), the evening, instead of being so dtsU, 
would have been very agreeable. There were all the elements of 
happiness:* i. youth; 2. wit; 3. beauty; 4. health; 5. pecuniary ease; 
6 . social experience. 

The inime habit of being dignified spoiled everything. Ih a village^ 
we’d have had wild gaiety, in Germany we’d have had fun, in It^ 

* 9 cj 4 e i^paiendy means «"her lover,” a reference to Bellide,, Mme. Bengnof s 
kww. 
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volupttiousness would have arisen in our midst and we’d have obeyed 
its gende laws. French corruption was so great that the most amiable of 
men would have appeared tinhappy at this gathering, would have 
given rise to envy rather than- joy. 

These six pages, I’ll wager, would be found spiteful; in that case, 
Fm spiteful, this is the way my soul rings. Princess de Palfy has much 
less beauty, youth and wit, but I believe that she creates in me, and 
feels herself, more happiness than these damsels. 

Mars was perfect in Les Fausses Confidences. At the end I had a 
heavy heart, a little more and I’d have burst -into tears. This has been a 
day during which I’ve felt a great '.deal. I’m thinking of returning 

t|Y> MY TRUE TALENT, IF I HAVE A TALENT, THAT OF COMIC BARD. 

tdarch j/. — ^Friend Ou&ih^ talking to Crozet about the ladies, started 
out with an exclamation: 

"Ah, but I found that Beyle didn’t stand on ceremony at all with 
the ladiesi He was stretched out in a chair, his hand over his eyes, 
looking at them from time to time as though he was examining what 
was going on, and scarcely condescending to speak. La Bergerie 
couldn’t have done more. How do they find him, the ladies?’* 

“They find him extremely nice.’’ 

Ou^ih^: “Oh! In the first place, he’s got plenty of wit . . . and 
then . . . even if he didn’t have, they wouldn’t dare to find him dis- 
itgreeable . . . Yes, yes, yes, ohi he’s got plenty of wit; yet I found 
that he said things that weren’t spontaneous, things that didn’t entirely 
produce a good effect. For instance, he repeated a comparison of lumps 
of sugar and said it twice over, that’s the worst. All in all, I said to 
myself, ‘Beyle, friend Beyle, isn’t all he ought to be with the ladies, 
and in general (puckering up his lips), I see that the young men who 
go there — and no doubt it’s the fault of the ladies — go there the same 
as they’d go to a bawdyhou.se.’ " 

The talk turned to other things; an hour afterward, Ou^h£ 
said: 

"How much has he got, Beyle?” 

"Oh, he’ll be very rich.” 

Ou^h^: “Very rich, very rich or not, the question is how much? 
Ten or twelve thousand francs?” 

"Oh, more than that!” 

"But at present, at present, how much has he got at present?” 

"At present, his frither will give him eight thousand francs for his 
auditorship.” 

"Ah, al^'that will do, that will do! That will make at least ten 
thousand francs in Paris. He’ll have t» be careful though. How many 
horses has he |pt? Two?” 
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“Four. Hc*s trying to sell them.** 

Oudhih^: “He*ll do well to cut himself down to one.** 

Histoty in dramatic form.— June 8, 1789, Arthur Young, who was jn 
Paris and recorded his conversations, gives me the quite simple idea 
of a history of the French Revolution in dramatic form: Mirabeau, 
Cazalis,Xally-Tollendal, Sieyes and the fatuous d’Epr^^nil talking 
together. 

The biographical details would make the lovers of the afore-men- 
tioned finesse swallow the historical part. This racy and instructive 
work would make a man’s reputation. 

A. Young arouses the desire to go traveling in France with his book 
in hand, but it would also be necessary to have passion in the heart to 
find as much pleasure as he in doing so. I myself, mixed with Crozet*s 
sagacity, would make a blend that would be good for a book, although 
not gay enough to get along together agreeably: we*d need a third 
person, a gay, reckless chap full of enthusiasm. We would write a de- 
scription of French character in the country’s various provinces. 

ijth April . — ^A very pronounced look of love. The rest of her behavior 
showed friendship at least, outside of a moment of boredom; but there 
were fifteen persons present. Marie must have been in a very affec- 
tionate mood for my presence alone to keep her from musing after 
six hours of performance. A man of experience would possibly say to 
me, “Young man, you’re only able to read things written in large let- 
ters.” 

A full day: sentiments and thoughts. Yesterday, still fuller, and I 
was Ul; I had the pleasure of getting the upper hand over my discom- 
fort, of ridding myself of it and of working on [Malthus’s] Population 
from eleven to six without interruption. 

Since last writing, it seems to me I’ve seen twenty proofs of love, 
but our rather cool tete-a-tete kill everything. If she had a few more 
relations with me, we’d already have confessed our love for each other.' 
I’ve been nettled without any cause for three days. Since her soul hasn’t 
enough affinity with mine for a big battle to decide everything, I must 
become familiar, joke, make myself intimate with her. I am (during 
the absence of her uncle) the only lover she could conveniently have 
without it being apparent. 

April Today I’ve lived on my thoughts and sentiments. I haven’t 
talked to a living soul except caf£ waiters and my servant. On the other 
hand. I’ve read seventy pages of the first volume of Malthus. I came 
across some good ideas for my bashfulness in the third volume of 
Arthur Young. Pined, hurriedly at Lambert’s in order to go to An^ 
HXir eyes are in agreement, but they havcqit spokm. [Note by Beyle.] 
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dromaque. Pm busy nearly all the time wish two women: a foreigner, 
brunette with a character of the same kind as Mme. Le Brun, a woman 
who isn’t pretty, but voluptuous: I suspect her of being a bit of a 
wench because she ended by ogling me in a very human manner. 

April /6. — ^Today and the 15th I lunched at Mme. de Trautmand’s [Mme. 
Daru’s]. The i6th, t£te 4 -tete, embarrassment on my part. She really 
must have some love for me, or a diminutive of this sentiment, to 
make such a fuss about me. 

April jj.—Vm working a great deal. Through reflection, my afternoons 
and evenings are occupied, and with pleasure. Today, for instance, I 
dined at Beauvilliers’ at six. Charming little German girl. I took a 
ti^emitasse at the Cafe de Foy, from there I went to Brigitte’s reading 
room, where I read the Biblioth^que Britannique with pleasure until 
half-past eight. I came home in the fine moonlight, but Kamenski 
[his servant] wasn’t there. That almost didn’t put me in a bad humor, 
I went out to look for him, and afterward took a cab that must have 
been the world’s worst. All this gave me a slightly astonished manner 
at MmV. Nirdot’s, but I think my slightly too virile expression con- 
cealed it. Mme. Daru bantered me on my solitude of yesterday, she 
asked me to go with her to Longchamp. I didn’t say much in reply to 
all that. Pace seemed a little sostenuto [distant] with me. I came back 
and am writing this at a quarter past twelve, consequently the first 
day of Longchamp. All considered, I believe I love the Comtessc Palfy 
a little. 

It appears that Mme. Doligny [Beugnot] is very well disposed 
toward me. On the other hand, the divine beauties still bore me to 
death. Felix has a gloomy character which always makes him see the 
disagreeable side of things — the ridicule he may incur, and which he 
fears like all the devils in hell. Besides, he’s always on the side opposed 
to all action. It’s a great pity. 

April /8.— First day of Longchamp. I got up and saw that the weather 
was magnificent, the finest day of the year. It was less clear in my soul. 
I was downcast because of my alleged asininity of the day before, I 
was displeased with myself. I recalled Marie’s jokes about my solitude, 
I thought of gracious ways in which I might have replied to her. I was 
in a bad humor when I left the Cafe de Foy. I dressed and went to see 
Mme. Doligny. I was at ease, she was very nice to me. I went alone 
to Longchamp. I found Faure at the wicket, my bad humor ended. 
At four o’clock, I went to Mme. Esteve’s. Mme. Palfy arrived, we got 
into a carriage; as we left it at the entrance of the Champs-Elysfos, 
I offered her my arm. This gave me more pleasure than it was worth. 
I began to feel at ease; this feeling intensified and ended by being 
almost amiable— altogether amiable, I believe—, dining alone with 
U 
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ha and M. Z» I paid no attention to Ma. She wai very nice to me 
(in thb middle of the walk a glance of love) and, as I left her at 
eight o’clock, she called me back to ask me to go to Longchamt* 
her Friday, "but if it’s convenient for you,” and this in a manner she!! 
never had with me before: no more superiority, the tone of equally 
of two persons who are beginning to be in love (die sequel of the re> 
spect I commanded during dinner). She said whatever she was dunk- 
ing; as she returned fatigued from the walk, I saw that die was sayittg 
to us whatever she Vas thinking. It was seven o’clock, we were in the 
office of M. (Roger) [Daru?], M. . . . was reading, she was holding 
a bouquet negligendy in her right hand, this bouquet was right beside 
me. I began to stroke it, and, true to my romanuc character, I ex- 
perienced a lively pleasure; finally, after being conscious for somo 
dme of my action, she gave me a tap on the fingers. 

All this is badly described, but it was a happy day, even a very happy 
one, the first time in my life that I was witty two hours on end in 
the presence of the terrible Z. 

Thursday /p.— Rain. I went to Hardy’s for breakfast at half-past eight, 
from there to see Louis [de Bellislej, who brought me Mme. Beugnot’s 
invitations. I went to see M. Renauldon; this man, although an ass, is 
probably a good mayor, his genius and self-esteem are on a level with 
this distinguished position. He recited I don’t know what inane proverb 
for me: “Work, wretch; wretched work,” which, however, showed that 
he felt where the shoe pinched. From there, home, where I read 
Malthus from noon until a quarter to six. From there to Longchaipp, 
almost nobody. I djned quickly and well at Legaseque’s, I went to 
Mine. B^zieux’s, where I drank some good tea until half-past ten. 
From there to Mme. Shepherderie’s [La Bergerie]. I saw as soon as I 
entered that I’d been seen on good terms with Mme. Roger. There 
was a shade of difference in the greeting a woman gives a man who 
she knows has chosen her rival. Respect and the sostenuto sort of 
thing, the Italians would say. I tried not to be listless, and left at half- 
past eleven, after a visit of twenty minutes. With me was Louis, who 
told me that Mme. Dol^gny was surprised not to see me at lunch. 

I’m not in the mood for writing. AU I’ve just written is badly written; 
but I wanted to note down yesterday’s happiness. This feeling has sp 
often made me unhappy that it’s only proper it should give me sonte 
happiness. The first ^y that the verdure of the Tuileries is abuodatlt 
enough to form a mass. 

April 30 .— I’m not in a ^writing mood, but I will have to provide soniin 
laughter for next year. Here goes then, the third day of Longchamp^ It - 
arrived at four o’clock sharp; she was dressing and I was denied' 
tiusdon to her room;’wheo slw was ready, I found her very gay^ v/HBn 
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tbe color tometiinea given by the pretence ci the loved tdiject 
She wai wearing a little white frock, abort and narrow, which ihowcd 
her feet. She spoke to me with the sprightliness, the gaiety that one hat 
&r what one bve«, and which is lacldng in the succeechng period/ 
1 don’t say it can’t be explained otherwise, but I’m writing in the wiyr 
that seems the most natural to me. 1 was too pleased with what I saw 
to have the time to be witty. I ought to have limited myself to tome 
t^nfaneous exclamations, instead of that I said some rather insignif- 
icant things. Perhaps I appeared distant to her. There’s so little of die 
romandc in her head that I’d 'almost think this was the case if it 
weren’t that women didn’t have iui innate tact in everything thai^a 
* connected, near or far, with the great affair of their lives, and in this 
sort of thing they have more intelligence than in all other (indifferent) 
things. 'Her white thin gown outhned her whole form perfecdy, I 
noticed several defects of design. If it weren’t for that damned rC' 
spect which separates us, ,we’d settle our business in fine shape. 9ie 
hasn’t got the age, or the beauty, or the morals necessary to have a 
brilliant young man of the Court, one of the ordnance officer^ fbr^ 
example, whose umform, I know, pleases her immensely. My heart 
happens to be so disposed that I desire her, and certainly the first 
months, even *'he first year, of our liaison would be delightful for 
both of us. in order to bring things about mcely, gay and sUghdy 
unrestrained gallantry on my part is required. 

Her father came, her husband, and a bit later the Comtesse E. It 
was decided that the ladies would go in the berlin with the father and 
daughter, and that M. Paul and 1 would go in my cabriolet; as we 
were going down the stairs, I said graciously, “A fine arrangement^ to 
exile us hke that in the cabrioleti” 

“Why, what a child you are; we can’t all go m the berlin, we’d lode 
like a wedding party! Besides, you’re going to dine here.’’ 

While she was thus consoling me and going down the stairs, she 
squeezed my hand very markedly. I only left her at half-past ten; 
our hands met, but she withdrew hers. In the evening, she didn’t look 
at me; I don’t believe it was indifference. 
iSestfr, tSio [April 22 ].— A superb day. I busded around like a Basque. 
A delightful cold lunch at the Caf£ de Chartres. From there to Saint* 
Mustache, an abominable din; from there, back home, fofty pages of 
Smith; firom there to the Conservatoire: agreeable music. I’ll return; 
IlMttn dim to the Tuileries, a good dinner at the Frires Proven^aux; 
from d)|«e to Matilms. After that, I waited for my cabriolet h^ an 
hour without getting too impatient walking in the Palais-Royal and 
wft iqj i t ii g on vidiat sort of conduct I ought to assume with Mmci 
J m s Miir m em e ot m m vaana csiud passion. [Note by Beytej 
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Robert [probably still another name for Mme. Daru]. From there to 
the home of Mmes. Shepherd [La Bergerie], less gloomy than usual 
and even gay and, what’s more, naturaL I was amiable and withdrew 
at half'past eleven. I read a scene from Othetto before going to sleep* 
I forgot to say that the day before Easter, the aist, I ate some tXr 
cellent ham at Mme. Doligny's and that I was very amiable— to the 
point ol not returning because Til never be so to such an extent 
again. It's not in my nature to be amiable with women. 

Apr^ a6.— I got up at seven and am writing this after midnight. I spent 
an hour and a half at the Albert baths, which put me in a perfectly 
reasonable mood. I read until two, when, after leaving in a calash 
to* go to the Comtesse Beugnot’s, I lunched abundantly at Hardy's; 
front there to Mme. Beugnot’s and Mme. Shepherderie's; her two 
eldest daughters came with us to Saint-Denis. I wasn’t very malleable 
the party was lifeless. From there to the Bois de Boulogne, etc. 

But to come to the essential: returning at nme from Mme. Beugnot’s, 
I found a letter saying that Babet is coming to Paris soon. The hope of 
seeing those beautiful eyes e angeltco sembtante [and angelic foce] 
filled me with an intensely voluptuous feelmg. 

I don’t want to speak badly of Belhsle, yet it must be said that his 
soul is moved by the tiniest little events which affect his vanity. There’s 
where you can see that he’s still young. Ten years from now, his soul 
will be the same, but his experience will shelter him from emotion. 

, Thus it was that three days ago he was immensely put out by the 
ladies’ quips about his alleged drunkenness; on the way back in the 
carriage with Mme. Beugnot, he reproached her sharply. What shocked 
him^ lot was the unanimous laughter of the ladies over nothing at alL 
Moreover, his avarice is continuously apparent, and in a way that, 
for THS COMIC BABD, is Very conspicuous. Thus, yesterday I came across 
him in the act of shaving, he told me he was going to do it every day, 
I opposed this plan: “You haven’t got a heavy enough beard, that’ll 
make it grow.” “Oh no! It’s neater, and besides when I don’t shave, 
it’s like a rasp the second day, and right away it cuts my cravat." 

A good way to portsay a character It’s his sole outstanding trait. 
Susceptibility comes afterward perhaps. 

AprU 27.— First day at Mme. Est^ve’s. I was immediately at ease. We 
play^ games. I’m satisfied with my deportment there; anyone who 
had paid attention to me would have found me one of the four or 
five gayest men, and there were twelve or fifteen present 
Previously, I’d gone to Mme. Romain’s, where I foufid Comtesst 
Palfy, sidio regarded me constandy with interest: “You’ve come very 
fotel” 

$])fi stiU sought to take my hfmd. I squeezed hers digfatly, I nF|d|i 
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a mistake in not kissing her in the little room; there was only one odier 
man present, and I was entitled to do so by the penitence she under- 
went I’m gathering up all my courage, and I’ve decided to kiss her 
cheek or hand at the &st opportumty. One ends by scorning a num- 
skull who never takes advantage of anything. He’ll kiss the hand that 
happens to recline on the manteL She’ll say to him, “What a child you 
are!” He’ll reply with a tender expression, "Yes, I am a child. You 
have nothmg but friendship for me, and what I feel for you is a quite 
different dung.” He’ll add, “When I’m with you, I do nothing but 
make blunders.” 

If Mme. Romain is receiving Friday (and if Comtesse Paify doesn’t 
^ go to M. de Schwarzenberg’s), I must be very amiable and brilliant 
with a couple of chubby-cheeked damsels in order to show her that, if 
I’m awkward and bashful with her, it’s because I give her the prefer- 
ence. 

A happy day, full of ideas and sentiments up to seven o’clock, when 
I dined, a day full of amusement, of agreeable sentiments and of the 
sight of what I truly love, from eight unul midnight. 

If I had had a carriage instead of a cabriolet, I would have taken her 
home; at least she asked me that question, and if it hadn’t been for 
Pac^, who had ^is carriage, I would have had a tcte-^-t£te. 

April tH . — Got u| it a quarter to seven; Tivoli, coffee at Hardy’s; bou^t 
Gray, whom I read until two o’clock. I then went to Mme. Palfy’s. 
I was wearing a military costume, a bit ponderous. My conversauon 
was the same. I was full of ideas of quite another kind. After the bril- 
liant evening the day before. I ought to have done better, yet I’m 
wrong to find a reason for dissatisfaction in my behavior with Mme. 
Paify. She welcomed me with pleasure, had much confidence in me. 

April JO.— CHARMING EVENING. — I’m afraid I paid her a visit that was a 
little long. Pure, fresh, charming pleasure during the evenmg passed 
at Monceau. I dined very well at the Provenfaux’s, where I saw a very 
bvely feminine face. From there to Mme. ^hgny’s, and we left for 
Mbusseau, where we found a lady whom I had seen in the morning at 
^Mme. Dohgny’s and who, having arrived at the position where one 
may or may not have lovers, looked upon me with pleasure and re- 
spect, the same as we men look upon a young widow of twenty-five 
who shows signs of having some amorous disposition. We had some 
ices and punch in a charming pavilion surrounded by columns. An 
evening of the Italian kind, dark, cool, a beautiful landscape (for 
Paris) and excellent iced punch. 

I know quite well the secret of the pleasure I experienced, but I 
won't tell it in/>rder not to dim it. 

'The nice<t evening I’ve spent in Paris. 
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May /.—Yesterday I bought a very fashionable cabriolet for 2,100 francs, 
and some seals for 163 francs. This morning, 1 went to take Ottilie to 
Mme. Z. I found her making out her accounts. From there to Mme. 
Robert’s; she was busy and the love appeared not. I was very well 
dressed. I went to see Mme. Bertrand, who was in Brussels. To the 
Tuilerics, where everyone looked at my getup. From there to Pace’s, 
who looked at it too, but who didn’t say anything about it, so as not 
to stress my triumph. 

May 2.— Got up at half-past seven. Bibliothcquc imperiale, which hasn’t 
got the prose works of Gray or those of the immortal Millin, member 
of thirty-seven academies. 1 didn’t employ my morning as though I 
weren’t going to see Mme. de Palfy. (I went to her house, she wasn’t 
there, I went for a walk at Mo^-ceau, from there from one to four 
o’clock with Mmes. D. and E.; from there to Mme. Marie’s.) 

I was quite at ease with Marie, especially at the beginning, when, 
having completely shed my inane cheerful look, I took on genuine 
dignity. I was at ease during the entire walk, it was like yesterday: 
friendly attentions, but the tender interest, dovi [where was it]? 
Perhaps concealed in order not to be imprudent. It’s certain that the 
passion of last week doesn’t appear any longer. Yet, as we were on the 
way, our legs were pressed together all the time, and’ in a pronounced 
manner, she didn't try to change anything. As we were leaving, we 
stopped before a man who had some molten tin, I traced an A [for 
Alexandrine Daru] with my cane on the surface of the metal in fusion; 
she followed my movements, smiled when she saw the result and 
leaned heavily against ipe. All in all, except for the passion of the other 
day, there’s nothing better than hei behavior; coming home, she 
avoided looking at me, she’s on a footing of the closest friendship 
with me, and I believe that, if the ladies were to talk about me, they 
would say, ‘‘He’s very nice.” 

General character , — ^From April 15 to 28, tender interest, marked con 
brio, and braving the fear of compromising herself; from the 28th 
till now, close friendship, but no more brio (May 2, 1810, returning 
FROM Monceau). 

In the evening, I talked a great deal and very well to Mme, de 
Bezieux from half-past seven until half-past nine; from ten to eleven, 
I was ridiculously silent at Mme. Shepherdcrie’s, it s probable that I 
was SEVERELY lapidated after I left. 

May 3. — I CO at breakf\st time at palfy’s house. I was natural enough 
and had sufficient dignity. I’m satisfied with this meeting. Her eyes 
seemed to be animated by my presence, i believe that she thinks me 
restrained by somewhat, but virtue is ridicul [nV], I must arrange 
to make her understand* that it wsisn’t this respectable’ motive, but 
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solely the fear di non esser corrisposto [of not being loved in return]. 
She seemed to me to lack equally the coolness of the past week and the 
brio of the preceding period; it was rather (if it was) deeply felt 
affection, conscious love, tender, slightly melancholy, being conscious 
of every mood. Her face seemed to me to be covered with the colors of 
love when, as she was reading a newspaper aloud, I watched her 
instead of reading over her shoulder — ^and she saw this from the corner 
of her eye. All in all, I was satisfied with her and with myself. I was 
very well dressed in a way that. went perfecdy with my facial ex- 
pression, which was handsome. 

On my return, first and very good lesson by M. Goodson, from half- 
^ast twelve until two o’clock. This man shows that he has very clear 
ideas and a good deal of sensibility, without any bombast. He appears 
to be very learned in general grammar, and he declaimed The Country 
Churchyard like an angel, really in a superior manner. 

Prudence makes me terminate this notebook here. Tomorrow will 
be the ''»nn'\crsary of a period in 1806 when, without hating (in the 
least), I cursed rhot which today I see through a very different eye. 


DJORN^L, OR ANATOMY, OF THE THOUGHTS, FEELINGS AND 
EVENTS OF HARRY FROM THE 9th May 181O TILL THE 

12 August 1810 

The most beautiful woman is spoiled by 
dissecting her; it is her portrait that should 
be composed, but in portraying her you only 
learn the colors, and it is in the pattern 
that you seek instruction. 

MYSELF 

IF I HAD HAD MELANIE THESE 3 MOUNTS [ MONTHS ] AND THREE DAYS I 
SHOULD HAVE BEEN PERFECTLY HAPPY. 

Notice 

If some indiscreet person reads this diary, I wish to deprive him of 
the pleasure of making fun of me by pointing out to him that this aims 
at being a mathematical and rigid report on my manner of being, 
neither too favorable nor too unfavorable, but stating purely and 
severely what I believe to have taken place. It is destined to cure me 
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o£ my absurdities when I reread it in 1820.^ It is a written part of my 
intimate consciousness, and what is most worth while, what I have felt 
at the sound of music by Mozart, while reading Tasso, upon being 
awakened by a barrel organ, while giving my arm to my mistress of 
the moment, is not to be found here. Hence, I beseech you on bended 
knee not to make fun of me. 

June I, 1810, COMING BACK from Mousseau. 

A TOUR TO Versailles . — a day happy con brio. Ofehene [Deschenes] and 
I arrived at Mme. de Palfy’s at half-past eight; she was getting up, we 
took a turn in the garden. M. de Baure absurdly kept us waiting and 
tried to persuade us that he had only a minute to spare. 

We left at half-past nine after a cold breakfast. We saw La Savon- 
nerie;.b 61 d and brilliant colors, beautiful and rich rugs. 

We reached the Manufactory of Sevres, which at this season is 
surrounded with fresh foliage, at eleven o’clock. 

At' Sevres, I found the handsomest living creature I ever saw: 
Adolphe Brongniart, son of the savant who is the manager of the 
manufactory. We likewise saw the loveliest manufactured articles I’ve 
ever seen: the round table, three feet less an inch, with the portraits 
of most of the marshals and that of the Emperor in the center. Isabey 
(who displayed nothing but a servile character being polite out of 
self-interest to the powerful man he fears but doesn’t like, without the 
least vestige of celestial fire) showed us the table, which really gives 
a notion of perfection, especially in the portraits of Marshals Soult and 
Pontecorvo; the Princes of Eggmiihl and Neuchatel are the least well 
done. This charming work, which has already cost fifty-eight thousand 
francs, I believe, is soon to be baked, which may shatter it. The rest 
of the manufactory is interesting enough. A stained-glass window 
that admits the light through the pretty figure of a seated woman. I 
suggested to M. Brongniart that he try some night subjects, Gerard’s 
Ossian, for instance, for boudoir windows. He was in favor of the idea^ 
but replied that experiments along this line hadn’t been successful up 
to now. The statuary was mediocre, they ought to ask Canova and 
Thorwaldsen for models* in general, they miss the majestic in the 
Emperor’s face, which they reproduce continually. We saw an Emperor 
they were putting on horseback, a mean face, simpering and pretty, 
the accessories perfectly rendered. 

A pretty road, very fresh verdure. We soon reached M. de Cl^dat’s, 
in the Cour du Dragon. The streets of Versailles are those of a capital, 
the shops and inhabitants those of a provincial town. 

We left for Trianon after a glass of excellent makga. M. Ckdat^ 

^kdeed, this gives me confidence in my determination for my puniRS uappi- 
Hiss. [Note added by Beyle June 21, 1818.] 
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although somewhat of a Versailbphile, isn’t lacking in intelligence^ 
and he demonstrated it by having excellent wines, but not iced; it 
was too bad. 

The Triandns are pretty; nothing gloomy, nothing majestic. The 
furnishings aren’t fine enough for a sovereign who wishes to play the 
role, sometimes they’re lacking in the comfort a voluptuous man would 
seek in shedding his sovereign’s garb. 

I remained all the time with Mme. Heliotte, an agreeable woman, 
though not pretty and thirty-one years old. I was surprised last week 
not to see any affectation or bashfulness in a provincial woman, but it 
turns out that she isn’t one — she was brought up in Paris. I took 
pleasure in my visit to Sevres, the pleasure stayed with me and became 
more intense up to ten in the evening, when I left Mme. Nardot’s. 
May II . — I was in a bad humor yesterday not to have seen Marie, this 
morning I was excited and pleased at receiving an order from the 
Minister sending me to Lyon. I went to lunch at M. Daru’s to talk 
to him about it, 1 didn’t find a minute to do so. 

I read, with the most sustained and lively pleasure, the XVIth 
Canto of Gerusdl^mme, the one in which Rinaldo abandons Armida. 
I constantly repeated to myself, “My God, how beautiful it is!” I was 
much more given to admiration six years ago than now. I’m obliged 
to force myself to lead Corneille and Racine, I find fault with them 
at every step. I discovered that my admiration for Tasso was as keen 
as in those days of sensibility when I used to contemplate the stars 
with so much pleasure from the top floor of M. Paquin’s in the Rue 
d’Angivilliers. 

May 12 . — SPEAK TO m. daru without bashfulness of the order given 

TO ME BY THIS EXCELLENCE THE COUNT OF CESS AC ; HIS INSIGNIFICANT 

ANSWER means:, “Get out of this litde affair as best you can; I don’t 
want it to make me contract an obligation toward a man that 1 don’t 

ESTEEM.” 

In the evening, to Marie’s, who is not very tender for me, however, 
at bottom she said two or thre^ things to me that showed her interest. 
This morning, in order to assume a little of the indifference necessary 
with women, it being possible that I might spend a couple of hours 
with her, I preferred being bored by waiting. 

May 79. — ^Two hours of such keen contentment that I was unable to con- 
centrate my attention on anything. I went to see pace whom i believed 

A UTTLE cold FOR OUR UTTLE DIFFERENCE. I FIND HIS SOUL SERENED BY 
the feucity OF CUPIDITY. He offered to take me to see M. Nanteuil, 
who has promised to find out if I am on the list of forty. 

This morning, amiable with Mme. Doligny, with whom I lunched. 

THIS EVENING AT BUFFA WITH MARIA, A SENSIBLE [sensitive] AND COLD 
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LOVER. THE LITTLE cousin. Shc leaned against me with pleasure. Maria 
was tired and rather distant. Yesterday, instead of love, it was perhaps 
boredom that she felt. There’s devilishly little that’s romantic and 
melancholy in that hearty she takes life gaily as it comes.: 

Mme. Doligny firmly believes that I am a lover and a successful 
lover. Count on appearances after that! 

Mme. Le Brun told me that women start to have ideas of their own 
at the age of thirty. That seems to me exact. 

Ermenonville and Mortefontaine.—l wrote Lambert June 1 : 

*1 took a delightful trip to Ermenonville and Mortefontaine. There’s 
an irregular body of water— four hundred arpents and a depth of 
twenty feet— where we were caught in a storm. We covered 3,100 toises, 
so we were told, in twenty minutes. We had two sails that swelled out 
a bit in spite of us, and three women who became rather pale at this 
sight. Our pilot chattered away agreeably and boasted to us, with the 
Parisian type of silliness, that he’s never been out of Mortefontaine — 
a kind om. life that’s undoubtedly very suitable to foim a sailor. (This 
touch of fear placed our womenfolk in the antipodes of boredom.^) 
This dash of pleasure — the enemy of enjoyment planned in advance — ^ 
this brio — so rare on the hither side of the Alps — livened up our 
trip.” 

June 7. — ^Laziness is the cause of my not writing since the delightful trip 
to Ermenonville. I’m letting myself be led along by the pleasures of 
the moment. 

I wasn’t very brilliant, I rarely am; what I need is people with an 
abundance of wit and naturalness (in the Italian manner), then bash- 
fulness entirely disappears, and I chatter away with gaiety and brio. 
Yet there were two women present, and everything was working out 
in such a way that, had the party lasted eight days instead of two, I’d 
have possessed them if I’d wanted to. This was noticed, I believe, 
da Maria. 

Mme. Genet,* a juicy nun of twenty-eight (but witless and with the 
narrow-mindedness of the provinces), told Mme. . . . confidentially 
that I’d let it be understood in one of my letters to headquarters that 
I’d possessed her. I was told of this accusation under the pledge of 
secrecy, Marie said it was serious and that she knew several frightful 
things about me. She confided that to Mme. Heliotte. By the merest 
chance, I started jokingly to assume the appearance of a former lover 
with Mme. Genet. This bit of playfulness had its advantage, since it 

*A recipe to be used in cases of boredom. [Note by Beyle.] 

^nc of those women who «talk about indecency and bawdiness because they're 
interested in nothing else. She wanted to talk to me about it and to be taken 
to bed. 1815. [Note by Beyle.] 
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showed that I wasn’t bashful with everyone. It succeeded and was kept 
up all the way to Paris. 

The evening at the inn of Mortefontaine was extremely gay. There 
were just enough of us. M. Letx. [Lecoulteux de Coutcleu], who, with- 
out having anything remarkable about his wit, and especially his 
appearance, nevertheless has ideas, and especially concerning women, 
and the philosophy given by travel, led them a merry chase. Marie was 
lying on a bed, I was seated on it against her knees with my hand on 
the bed at her side and encircling il desiato corpo [the desired body], 
my legs on a chair; Mme. Heliotte seated on the bed and unmistak- 
ably leaning against me, to the great scandal of the juicy nun, who 
was seated in front of us with Messrk Dschns and Lex [Deschenes and 
"^“l-ccoulteux]. 

The tone of our little circle was perfect, very gay, aiming at 
voluptuousness and not the least sparkle of wit; we only talked so our 
words would serve to cloak our actions. That lasted from seven o’clock 
to ten, when the ladies went to bed, all alone to our great regret, which 
we didn’t conceal, quite the contrary. I might had been a bit more 
enterprising; but the two acolytes were not of the same rank, con- 
sequently they were attentive and Jealous; we were obliged to purchase 
respect with restraint. In spite of all, I managed to get away with 
A GOOD AND suffi'‘ientemente saporito [sufficiently appetizing] kiss. 

I am fully aware that the loveliest party, like the loveliest woman, 
is spoiled by dissection. It’s a portrait that ought to be composed, but 
this has all the austerity of a study} In painting it. I’m learning the 
way to apply the colors (to write), and what I wish to acquire is the 
knowledge of what is concealed in the depths of the heart and mind. 

My heart is too full of the Borromean Islands, of the forest that sur- 
rounds the lake, of the colossal statue of San Carlo Borromeo, the only 
saint I love. T think too often of Lake Geneva, of the approach to 
Lausanne, of the view from Bergamo and of the Grande-Chartreuse 
not to be a little unjust when it comes to English gardens. 

It seems to me that in the environs of Paris all that can be done is 
to make something like the garden of Trianon; that is, forming an 
,islc by cutting off the view completely and seeking isolation from a 
mean and shabby nature that shrivels up the soul on every side. Con- 
sequently, there is no room for a hill in such gardens. 

Ermenonville is pretty, and even Jean-Jacques’ crag becomes a very 
faithful imitation of nature, but of a petty nature; but when you’re 
there, all you see is a bare plain or hills sparingly and monotonously 
strewn around. The isle where that sensitive man was buried for a 
few years is entirely lacking in the grandeur, the impressiveness and 
^'PaiDter’s term^ [Note by Beyle.] 
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the calm majesty it ought to have in order to harmonize with the 
man who, had he only been able to abstain from an unfortunate 
pedantry, would have been the Mozart of the French language, and 
would have produced a far greater effect on the heart of mankind. 
But he wanted to be men’s legislator and not to charm them. 

The soil has lent itself to the growth of trees worthy of this tomb; 
a man about forty-five years old showed us some trees that had been 
planted by M. de Girardin forty-four or forty-two years ago, when he 
came to Ermenonville after the death of the King of Poland, Stanislas. 
These trees, of the finest growth, frequently have two feet of coppice. 

There’s a spring that you can see coming from the earth at the 
bottom of a limpid basin, but here art has behaved pettily toward its 
associate, nature: M. de Girardin has built a trashy little grotto here, 
and, what’s more, has had some verses engraved. Qui, Maria fu 
veramente tenera con me, appoggiandosi a me [Here Marie was really 
affectionate with me, leaning against me]. 

We went about Ermenonville with a man who said he had seen 
Rousseau during the six weeks he was here. He spoke to us of his 
[Rousseau’s] wife. “We won’t get married, my dear Josse, I don’t want 
to give up the name of Rousseau, but it will make no difference, we’ll 
live just the same as though we were,” She was fifty years old. That’s 
the opposite of the usual story. 

We went around hurriedly, we didn’t take the time to experience 
any feeling; Marie especially went very quickly, I gave her my arm 
most of the time, the others left me alone, and I’ll bet they believe 
me far more advanced than I am (or wish to be, I may say truthfully 
so that, a few years from now, I won’t believe myself worse than I 
am). 

At length, tired of looking, as I am tired of writing, we left for 
Mortefontaine about three o’clock. We saw the chateau and the mean 
little park of fifty arpents that lies along the road. It’s merely a prairie 
whose edges have been festooned. If the view of it were not flat, it 
would be quite nice. There arc a few pictures in the chateau, and in 
the garden are some good verses by Delille that stand out because of 
those put up by M. de Girardin at Ermenonville. 

We went to dinner, after which there was the charming evening of 
which I spoke at the start. The daisies: she loves me, she loves me 
not . . . 

'lune 8. — I’m happy. I received my books from Brunswick. Faure came, 
and in talking to him I drove away the clouds that might have dark- 
ened my soul a bit, I went to Comtesse Palfy’s at half-past eleven. 
I had all the appearance of happiness, brio and genius that could have 
been expressed by .my irregular facial features. 
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Tonight, I went to the theater of the Court of Saint-Cloud. Being 
with Comtesse Palfy brings about a complete truce in my other 
thoughts. I’m completely taken up with her. 

At midnight sharp, I reached Saint-Cloud, where we were subjected 
to one of the dullest and most sentimental rhapsodies that could be 
heard. The music was on a level with the words, and was sung off-key 
from start to finish. But I had a good view of the great man [Napoleon] 
and the Empress. Most of the women of the Court are ugly, they don’t 
know how to wear their finery, they lose all grace when they’re dressed 
up. 

On the way back, I made love to Mme. de Gency the way I used to 
^do to Rosa, and with almost the same success. I got as far as a busk, I 
found a skin that was very soft. She got mad, but only a little, and 
told me that in fifteen years she hadn’t been able to grow accustomed 
to her husband’s indifference, and she finally told me she didn’t love 
me, and, in order that this declaration shouldn’t hurt me too much, 
she gave me an extremely tender kiss on the lips at the same time. She 
slandered my charms, a minute later she told me she’d been in love 
with mt from the first time she saw me at Monceau. She has a bit of 
amorous disposition; her disturbed and tender face at Tortoni’s was 
very agreeable. 
fune /o.— To the ijunialists. 

I notice daily in society that the young people who talk the most 
glibly about everything have no opinion to express concerning the 
artists who, by luck or merit, are frequently mentioned. I am con- 
sequently undertaking the composition of a thin octavo volume.^ It 
will contain the lives of: 

1. Raphael, Giulio Romano, Domenichino, Paul Potter, Rubens, Van 
der Werff, Poussin, Titian, Correggio. 

2. Pergolese, Durante, Cimarosa, Mozart, Haydn; a notice on Canova, 
Fioravantc, Paesicllo, Monti. 

3. Lope dc Vega, Shakespeare, Cervantes, Tasso, Johnson, Schiller, 
Algernon Sidney, Alfieri. 

Each of these three sections will be preceded by a notice which I 
promise will not be longer than ten pages. As a result of this work, and 
of the judicious and sound criticisms which the gentlemen of the press 
will devote to it, the number of absurdities heard daily about art sub- 
jects will, I believe, be slightly reduced. Etc. 

I must write Crozet about this. 

My interpretation of character from facial features, — i. Prince Schwarzen- 

This appears to be the first idea of the book that Beyle published six years 
later under the .title of Histoire de la Peinture en Italic, 
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berg, Ambassador, a man four times as fat as Pacotte, sentiments and 
ideas of this size. 

2. Finesse, haughtiness and princomania of M. de Kurakin. 

3. His brother, Russian Minister of the Interior, a coachman full 
of sagacity. 

4. Humoristic and gloomy haughtiness of a Metternich, grand cordon 
of St. Stephen. 

5. Respectable seniority of Herr von Kalkrcuth, a stagnating old 
grenadier, ridiculous coat allowing his breeches to be seen behind — 
and a big behind. 

6. The asinine and vacuous look of my Minister. 

7. On the contrary, the fine face and expression of a soul loving 
whatever is great, the simplicity the new Minister of Police (Savary) ; 
I’m partial to that face. 

8. Herr von Furstenstein, the utter nonentity and good-naturedness 
of vulgar people who are beneath even the pretense of their positiqn, 
an agreeable character. 

9. The pedantic, bowing and protective ponderousness of Cam- 
baceres, contrasting to the simple, active, military look of the prince 
major general [Bcrthier]; the slow, bow'ing entry of Cambac^ris well 
observed. 

10. The rationality of Marshal Davout, making him at ease with 
Mme. . • . , with whom he didn’t dare to permit himself any im- 
pertinence. It’s not impossible that he recognized me, I spoke to 
him. 

11. The countenance of Iscariot (particularly in the small Last Sup- 
per 'at the Luxembourg) of the dull Dubois, whom they say the Em- 
peror has invited to dinner in Paris. 

12. M. Frochot, a large fat man bred on beer. 

13. M. de Czcrnichcv, squeezed into his clothes, which were about 
to split open all over, four decorations on his chest, the face of a 
fatuous young lord, talking a great deal with the politeness of the old 
G>urt which the emigres, I believe, have grafted on that of St. Peters- 
burg, a politeness like that of M. de Narbonne, the son of Louis XV, 
but a thousand points beneath it in grace and gaiety. 

During my stay in Paris this time. I’ve seen good society, and seen it 
on a flattering level, such as was demanded by my pride. 

June 18, — ^Yesterday I received this note: 

”If my cousin Beyle ^as no engagement for tomorrow, it would be 
very nice of him to come to a family dinner tomorrow at the home 
of his cousin. 


*‘A[lexandrine] D[ani].’ 
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The welcome corresponded to the invitation. I arrived at a quarter 
to six, only a few people were there, including M. Camille Teisseire. 
Mme. Daru reproached me lengthily and complaisantly because it was 
a long time since she’d seen me. While I was caressing Napoleon 
[threc-yearold son of the Darus], who really gives promise of having 
a likable character (worthy of being liked), M. Daru said to me, 
“I’ve written to M. Maret about your affair.” 

This morning, I looked through my trunk in vain tor Letellicr with 
Faure. I passed a cool morning in the Tuileries, thanks to a pair of 
dimity trousers, at the Cafe de Very and 'in the shade. M. Camille 
Teisseire came to see me, afterward Alphonse Pericr, whose wife came 
^to get him, a really elegant figure. My self-esteem was gratified by her 
finding me well dressed. I read Faure’s diary of his trip to Vienna, I 
was pleased with it; its defects are a colorless style, the defects it shows 
in the writer are a propensity not to act, but at the same time candor 
and sensibility. 

A day of contentment. I repeat that Mme. Palfy was at her best 
with me, as In the good old days, as in the same place, about a month 
ago. Absence did its work perfectly. If Camille Teisseire speaks about 
me, he can only say that I’m at my best in this house. M. Z conversed 
with me, and ''bout things of which he doesn’t talk to everyone. I 
believe he findi some wit in me. 

June 25. — ^At one o’clock this morning, I wrote in my small copy of 
Chamfort: “Anyone would certainly have to be possessed of the devil 
to be unhappy because he didn’t go to a fete like the one tonight at the 
Ecole Militaircl” 

I went to it at six o’clock with Mme. Daru, but I wasn’t able to re- 
main with her ^s I did at the fete in town, the whole business owing 
to lack of a plan of campaign; instead of going into the ballroom, we 
ought to have gone into the throne room, as we did in town. From 
there, we would have watched the races and fireworks, and, most im- 
portant of all, we would have been cool, instead of being crowded in 
among a lot of cursed bourgeois and their tedious chatter, and from 
there come back with the Emperor to the ballroom. If this course 
can’t be followed, what’s best for people who see the Emperor fre- 
quently is to find the means of coming at midnight. Then you see a 
fine ball in an immense hall. Yesterday I was tired and bored. The 
degree of boredom, however, was tolerable. 

Yet I’m a bit tired out this morning, it’s because I drank too much 
currant water in this devilish heat. 

Since writing last, I took a very agreeable trip to Montmorency. I 
perceived that I could walk four leagues in the morning without 
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noticing it, just as I perceived a few days before that I could write 
four stanzas to my belle without noticing it. 

The woods at Montmorency are nice, but what is less nice is the 
character of my best friend [Faure]. He is steeped in chilliness and 
gloom, is provoked, vexed all the time, and never the least gaiety. If 
you monopolize the conversation in order to keep it from becoming 
frigidly sepulchral, he’s annoyed because the partner does all the talk- 
ing. If you don’t talk much, you sink into a horrible gloom. With the 
exception of this defect, he’s a very virtuous and goodhearted man. 
But I must avoid traveling with him, especially in Italy; he’d kill my 
pleasure. 

The next day, we went to Mme. de Chariot’s [Bezieux]; I was gay 
there and nothing more, he was in a bad humor as a result, although 
I didn’t kiss Amelie. He tried to make me see that I was quite wrong, 
it was like Louis, who scolds me because I have a merry look. In spite 
of these little clouds, I like them both very much, but they have taktfn 
a damnable road, for themselves in the first place, and after that a 
bit for the others. 

Besides, if my friends are indifferent, it isn’t the same with the 
mistress: her eyes and the ring of her voice are just a^ inflamed as ever. 
Four or five days without seeing her have done wonders. 

Letter from Bereytcr. Letter from Z to M. Maret. The hopes are 
being strengthened, but; the dress is getting to be devilishly common. 
It was everywhere at the fete yesterday, and what mugs there were 
inside this garb I ^ 

M» Daru continues to be friendly with me, he talks and jokes with 
me, he realizes that I’m not an uncouth job-seeker. 

I have more and more admiration for the picture by Raphael in the 
Luxembourg; the truly divine smile of Jesus. 

July 7.— I haven’t written anything from June 25 to July 7. Time was 
hanging rather heavily on my hands because I was doing nothing. I 
took up LeteUier again on July 3, and since then the time has been 
passing more quickly and with happiness, which is the reason I have 
entitled the LeteUier notelook Felicita nel lavoro [happiness in work]. 

I was at the Ecole Militaire fete and the burial ceremonies for the 
Marshal Due de Montebello [Lannes]. Unfortunately, I wasn’t present 
at Prince von Schwarzenberg’s great contrast,^ the most brilliant thing 
in the world for those common souls transformed into a thing that 

‘Beyle here refers to the uniform of the Auditors, whose ranks he was /shortly 
to join. 

*A temporary ballroom constructed by the Austrian Ambassador had burned 
down during a large halL Beyle describes the event in a letter to Pauline dated 
luly 2, 1810. 



l8lO PARIS 


333 

could inspire the most horror in them; and all that happened, M. Z 
said to me, in a time of exercise. Telling me about it the next day at 
dinner, he was still a changed man. His face was drawn and sallow. 
Mme. Palfy displayed courage, kindness and activity, qualities that 
can’t be denied her. She gave all possible care to Mme. Tousard. Three 
days later, His Majesty invited her to dinner. 

Yesterday at the Invalides. Odd applause given Canon Raillon, who 

on the memory of General Lannes. In the evening to Mme. de 

Bezieux’s. An agreeable evening because I felt like letting myself go 
without any reserve. I wrote in my slippers, **lJn poco di freddo per 
producer il ceddo [A little coolness to produce warmth].” This maxim, 
put into practice with the appetizing Amelie, yielded me her continual 
attention and some soft glances. (But I protest that I don’t want to 
follow in the footsteps of Felix.) Put into practice with Mme. Palfy, 
albeit a bit gropingly, same excellent result. 

I experienced a mellow pleasure this morning before the panorama 
of Wagram, which recalled Vienna and the pleasant anxious being 
[state of anxiety 1 which I experienced there, Babet, etc., etc. 

Be sure to remember that veneer of freddo, without which one in- 
variably plays the role of Orestes with women. 

Nosography of p ssions and soul states. — I must read the first pages of 
Pinel’s Nosographie and make out the one I need (July 9, 1810). 

I’ll keep a nosographie diary in which, under the title of Vanity, I’ll 
put down the traits of vanity I’ve observed; under the title of Avarice, 
the traits of avarice; in the same way, under the title of each passion, 
soul state, etc., I’ll make an entry of what I’ve observed. These symp- 
toms will make an impression on my imagination, and double my 
mental strength. I’m liable not to be able to follow through an idea 
because of not being able to recall it without difficulty a minute after 
conceiving it. (July ii, 1810.) 

July 27. — ^I’m resuming this diary after not having written anything for 
about a month. From the 3rd to the 26th, more or less, I found happi- 
ness in work — from nine till five, generally to [on] Letellier. 

Only one thing was lacking for my happiness, it was, after tiring my 
mind by working all morning, not to have had an amiable mistress with 
whom to spend the evening. But probably, if I had had one, a large 
part of my energy for work would have been lost in her arms. 

With my manner of living, and my prestige being raised by my 
cabriolet and calash, I could easily have a little mistress, but I’m so 
lazy that I’m incapable of making the sustained effort necessary for 
that. In order that I may experience pleasure with a woman, nothing 
must intervene to disturb the illusion I’ve formed; at the first low 
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thought my little grisette permitted me to have, my impulse would be 
to give her a frock and see her no more. 

Tve also been disturbed this month by fits of extreme impatience, 
notably toward Pacotte and Kamenski, a servant whom I discharged. 
I mastered these fits, which I hadn’t experienced previously, they 
ended in some misanthropy, and there remains something of this mis- 
anthropy in my character. 

It occurred to me that I was running up too many expenses. Fd 
have more pleasure by spending 200 francs less a month and taking a 
trip of a month to Switzerland. 

As soon as Fm appointed an Auditor, Fll make out my budget with 
Fflix. Here are the bases: 


Two servants 

2,000 francs 

Two horses 

2,000 

« 

Dinners 

2,160 

«( 

Lunches 

400 

M 

Clothes 

2,000 

tl 

Upkeep of carriage and horses 

500 

4( 

Lodgings 

1,500 

(C 


10,560 

«« 

Plays, books, girls 

3.440 

(4 

Total 

14,000 

(4 


Fll see if that’s reasonable, and swear not to go beyond it. It would 
suit me perfectly to be obliged, as Auditor, to travel four or five months 
out of the year, 

I. That’s my pleasure, and it’s what Fd do if I happened to have, to- 
gether with the same character (something that’s not at all likely), an 
income of a hundred thousand livres. 

During these four or five months of travel, Fd put aside some money 
which, divided up among the seven months of my stay in Paris, would 
permit me to live in a brilli'^nt fashion for a young man. 

Fve devoted myself too much to the pleasure of working, I haven't 
gone out enough. 

Remar^.-— With the present absurdities of this good city of Paris, which 
my ambition makes me neglect to enjoy, ^ my extra horse and servant 
might make me become a Prefect three years earlier.® I might take my 

Hudigulb to bb painted in M'i’ novel: “the timid.** Refinement, and well writ- 
ten. [Note by Beyle.] 

*ro he a Prefect and married to a wealthy woman would no longer provide me 
with happiness in 1813, quite the contrary. [Note added by Beyle.] 
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meals at a boardinghouse, I could find a good one lor 3 francs a day. 
My lodgings might be reduced to a rent of 700 francs, like those of M. 
Nanteuil, and the interest on 3,000 francs required for furniture, or 200 
francs; total, 900 francs, instead of 1,500. 

Tm going to see M. Duche and M. Lavoll^e today if I can, and to 
write a little letter to M. Maret, backed up by one of those that 
Councilor of State Jollivet wrote me at Brunswick with Monsieur 
Vlntendant at the beginning, and in the end this title will differentiate 
me from all the lucky little youths who expect to become Auditors as 
soon as they get out of school.^ 

From which I conclude: 

1. That Tm making a great mistake in not going out among people 
more, since, had it not been for my laziness, I’d have been an Auditor 
two months earlier, and perhaps better placed than I will be now. 

2. That I need a mistress with good breeding, twenty-five years old 
and an intrigante, to form me in this sort of thing. 

3. T?*ar I iniisr ma\e more acquaintances. The three strongest inter- 
ests of my soul urge me to take this decision, which is opposed only by 
laziness and the bad habit of leading a cloistered life. 

These interests are: a, that of bard; — b. that of ambitious; — c. that 

OF LOVE-PLEASUkE; — FOR HAVING PLEASURE IN MY TRAVELS I MUST HAVE 
THE PERSUASION OF HAVING WELL KNOWN PARIS. 

The Marais. Went to Montmorency, a dance by lovely moonlight, a 
walk in the woods with the two sisters, without mother. 

July 28 , — I was at the Cafe Very in the Tuilcries when eight o’clock struck. 

‘I'm going to buy the first volume of the Confessions and the volume of Emtlte 
containing Sophie, which I’ll have neatly bound together, and on the back: 
STYLE. I'll write on the first page seven or eight truths which I'll read as a 
morning prayer every day. 

July 27, 1810, 

Thoughts to be read evety morning upon awal^ening, 

1. Think about making more acquaintances; you owe it to yourself as bard, 

AS AMBITIOUS, AS LOVE-PLEASURE. 

2 . Think about acquiring the peace of mind that Beaumarchais maintained 
in the midst of the most tumultuous position. 

3. Try to observe absurdities without being affected by them, and without 
seeking to be bitter toward these absurdities. 

4. Don’t go beyond your budget. 

(This was wise, I see more clearly into my character today and find the noble 
sentiments bought too much by boredom with the good turns of Fabio. March 
13, 1813.) 

(Precisely so. Instead of loving ambition, I've always been exasperated by 
what had to be done for it. Industrious solitude in a big city, good for my 
HAPPINESS. )und 21, 1815.) [Notes by Beyle.} 
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I was thinking of how convenient the apartment in the Rue Mont- 
Thabor would be for me. 

At half-past ten, I found Marie lunching, un ^sorriso d'anima 
lampeggia in questo volto [a smile from the soul lighting up her face]. 
All her actions called for familiarity, I was stiff and rather silly, i see, 

AND SHE GIVES ME TO UNDERSTAND THAT SHE IS PREGNANT, I BELIEVE, OP 
FOUR MONTHS. I was ridiculous enough to be a little jealous, i go with 
HER AT Mme. Dubignon’s, from there at the mother, with whom 1 
AM very well, but FLORIAN IS, I BELIEVE, BETTER. 

I went to do my duty as a job-seeker with M. Lavollee, who, not 
having a post which gives him officially the position which he is filling 
because of his ability to intercede with the High Chancellor, received 
me not with impoliteness but with haughtiness, or rather self-im- 
portance. 

I DINE with Mme. Z. i must speak of my visit to M. Lavoll^. 
she speaks at seven, this evening, with the almighty duke op 

BASSANO. 

Sunday, the 2gth. — missed Mme. Palfy at one o^ock. I worked from 
three to six on Bentham. I went for a walk on the boulevard. I re- 
gretted not having some circles of people to which I might go. A day 
full of bad humor. 

Monday, the y>th.~\ worked with Felix on the classification of the pas- 
sions, states and habits of the soul, and means of passion from half-past 
seven to half-past three, i go at maria’s lodging. Things that I regard 
as proofs of love, and that I cannot regard otherwise, i dine with her at 
Mme. Dubignon’s. From there to the Due RivalL I was wrong not to 
follow M. . . when she went out. 

I saw the ladies of Chariot street for a minute. I worked an hour 
with Felix. A happy day and one that was in harmony with my system, 
through work and the company of women. 

It’s through days as full as this one that I’ll procure happy years. 

TOMORROW I have THE PROJECT OF COMING FOR BREAKFAST AT MARIa’s. 

I WAS WITH HER. SHE WAS PERFECTLY WELL FOR THE FIGURE, ANIMATED 

e la fisionomia di [and witl^ the appearance of] counting on me. 

SHE GOES OUT FOR A PETTY TOUR OF EIGHT DAYS, non VabbrOCCtO e ho 

gran torto [I didn’t kiss her and I was wrong]. 

August 2.—I WRITE TO LADY MARIA. I DON’t KNOW WHETHER MY LETTER 
WILL BE WELL RECEIVED. 

I read the letter about the dangers on the lake {Nouvelle Hilotse, 
Vol. Ill) under the huge trees of Saint-Cloud and those immense soli- 
tary* paths. I was driven oiit by the cold at eight o’clock in the evening, 
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August 2. The weather of this country is the emblem of the souls to be 
found in it.^ 

I plied my trade of an office-seeker by writing a letter to Probus 

[Daru] AND THE OTHER TWO,. THE FIRST TO THE DUKE OF BASSANO, THE 
SECOND TO LADY MARIA. 

Mme. de Baure really is intelligent; I should get on more friendly 
terms with her. she can give me excellent counsels. 

August j. — remarkable day in my life. 

I took my coffee at eight o’clock, worked till noon, went driving in 
my cabriolet with Felix; I had the intention of going to see Comtesse 
Bertrand at Malmaison. She’s in Paris, but not at her home. We deliber- 
^j^ated and went for a drive to the Prc-Saint-Gervais. I dined at the 
Provenjaux, from there to Le Philosophe Marie, followed by Les Deux 
Pages, I thought of a portrait to be done of that great Frederick whom 
Fleury shows us in this play, but whom the author has disfigured. I also 
thought a great deal on the way home of the auditorship; what I’d be 
obliged to do if, upon going in, I were to find word from M. Maret. I 
scolded in/self not to regard this as sufficiently uncertain. 

As I came in, I asked casually if there were any letters; I was told 
that there were some. I saw a packet addressed to M. Daru and counter- 
signed: **The Minister Secretary of State.” I opened it and saw the 
following lettf * : 

“The Minister Secretary of State hastens to notify M. de Beyle that 
he was appointed Auditor of the Council of State by a decree issued the 
first of this month. He has the honor of returning to M. de Beyle 
the official letters which were enclosed in his letter of the first of 
this month. 

“Saint-Cloud, August 3, 1810.” 

1 opened this good letter at twenty-two minutes after eleven o’clock 
at night. I am aged twenty-seven years, six months and twenty days, 
having been born on January 23, 1783. 

If, two years ago, someone had predicted that I was never to be a war 
commissary, I should perhaps have been grieved. 

August 4, — I’ve had a strange series of fortunate happenings. I’m almost 
tempted to believe in the proverb which says that it never rains but it 
pours. 

On August 4 , 1 went at ten o’clock to show the good letter of last 
night to Martial. I said I received it this morning as I was going out 
Martial showed me one from M. Daru in which he spoke of me with 
friendliness and advised me to go to Lyon. 

I went to lunch at Mure’s. Upon my return, I found a letter full of 
*True. 1813. [Note by Beyle.] 
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kindness from Mme. Daru, who entrusted me with a letter from M. 
Danit who advised me, with all possible grace and kindness, to depart 
for my destination. 

Finally, at half-past six, at the home of M. de Baure, to whom I 
sumounced my appointment, 1 learned that I had a letter from M. Daru. 
Within myself, I feared that it was a severe reply to the letter in which 
I had asked him a little indiscreetly to write to M. Maret. My surprise 
and happiness can be imagined when, in the hired cabriolet which was 
taking me to the Cemtatrici Viltane, I read a first letter couched in these 
terms: 

"Your letter, my dear Beyle, took a long time in reaching me: I p.aid 
my compliments to you two days ago through my wife. Here is a letter 
for the Due de Bassano. Reques*- Baure to send me a report in which 
I propbse you, together with M. Lc Coulteux, for the post of inspector 
of furnishings. 

“With kindest regar4s, 
“Daru. 

“This August I.” 

Enclosed with this letter was the following: 

“Monsieur le Due, 

“I learn that, from afar as from anear, 1 have thanks to give Your 
Excellency. This time, it is for the interest he has been kind enough to 
accord M. Beyle, my relative. He has now been appointed Auditor. I 
desire, since one must always desire something, that he be employed in 
such a manner that he will work. He is twenty-seven years old, he has 
acquired experience in several campaigns and in the Intendancy of 
Brunswick, which he held. I believe him well fitted to draw up reports 
with clearness, intelligence and precision. My own wishes would be to 
see him attached to the Civil List and to my section; if one and the 
other, one or the other, of these things is possible, I beg Your Excel- 
lency to grant my request and accept my gratitude and respect. 

“Daru 

“Amsterdam, this August i, i8io.” 

Both these excellent letters are dated August i, and yet that of M. 
Maret would make it appear that the decree appointing the Auditors 
is only of the same day, August i. And who could have informed M. 
Daru of my appointment? It seems to me that, if M. Maret had slipped 
that in at the end of some official dispatch, M. Daru would have thanked 
him for this attention. 

However that may b^ in my delight with these letters I made the 
mistake ct not leaving the gay music of the CanUttriei at half-past eight 
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in order to go to make the request of M« de Baure» as M. Daru told me 
to do. 

August 5. — I only saw M. de Baurc at ten oVlock this morning. He seemed 
to be very pleased with M. Daru’s intention and very hopeful of suc- 
cess. He told me to give him a copy of M. Daru’s letter, which he 
would enclose with his report to the Emperor, and that this report 
would be sent tomorrow, the 6th. 

This, morning, I saw a letter from lady maria on my mantel; I hesi- 
tated to open it, I feared a refusal (it was in English) and it fully 
granted my request. That gave me. keen pleasure. My appointment and 
all the agreeable circumstances that Tve just described gave me a 
^rational pleasure, but far less than the pleasure Td have if I were the 
possessor of lady Charlotte and loved by her. 

Finally, to complete my happiness via letters, I’ve just received two, 
one from my commandant, the other of my bastard. M. Charmat was 
perfect with me, and told me to do as I saw fit; the other gave me 25 
louis and hopes of 5,000 francs from my excellent grandfather. 

Thus, Ketween eight o’clock on the evening of August 3 and today. 


the 5th, at four o’clock, I’ve received: 

Letter from M. Maret i 

from Mme. D. i 

front LADY MARIA I 

from M. D. 2 

read from M. D., favorable for me 2 

a second from M. Marct i 

from M. Charmat, commandant i 

from MY BASTARD I 


10 letters 

That makes ten letters, all’ favorable to me, and several of them ex- 
cellent. It has certainly been the day of letters. 

I wrote one dictated by my heart to M. Daru, one ditto to Mme. Daru. 

August 6. — A day of errands, crowned by success. I got into uniform at 
half-past eleven, and went to get M. Depon-Delporte so we could go 
together to see the chief justice. He had just gone out, I went alone; the 
chief justice had just left for the Council of State. 

I had my calash stop in the Champs-Elysees, changed clothes and 
went to Saint-Cloud, somewhat annoyed at being obliged to lie to a 
porter, but managing to get the upper hand of this slight annoyance, 
enjoying the fine day and the pretty verdure of the Bois de Boulogne, 
which was pretty today, and trying to stir up whatever ambition I may 
have by picturing imaginary successes to myself. 
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The porter didn*t see me at Saint-Cloud. I went up, waited for a 
quarter of an hour in a lonely antechamber, finally went in. I was in- 
formed that M. Maret was at Sevres. I went there, hunted his address 
for some time in Sevres, where nobody but a gendarme was able to give 
it to me. I went up to his fine home. I was informed that he had left 
for Trianon. On the way out, I gave an ecu to the woman at the gate, 
who said, “A woman’s faith, you’ve been tipping me for the two years 
I’ve been here.” 

1 drove back to Paris, reading Helvetius, it seemed as though I was 
reading notes written by myself in a loose style, so thoroughly do I 
agree with him. 

When I got back, I found Faure, who gave me M. Michel’s invitation 
to a dinner where Messrs. Versiat, Marchand and Alphonse were to be 
present.' In accordance with my rule, ma\e acquaintances, I went. We 
dined gaily enough at half-past six. I took Alphonse with me, and we 
drove to Sevres in three quarters of an hour in fine weather. 

August II. — If, instead of the intriguing G., I had a pretty little mistress, 
a bit sensitive, with whom I could discuss my happiness of ambition 
and the new play, my happiness would be complete; but for lack of 
this little mistress, it is -very incomplete. I took my volume entitled 
Style to the theater with me, but ought I to speak like Rousseau on 
everything that comes up ? This is a question that worries me. 

But I come back constantly to my lassitude with Mme. dc G. and her 
cousin, and to my heart’s need of a mistress I could love. 

I’m daily awaiting the report in which the excellent Daru is re- 
questing the post of inspector of furnishings for me. 

August 12 . — ^The happiest day was that of the tour to Versailles, or the 
3rd August 1810; I believe the happines of Versailles was stronger 
(August 12, 1810). Like Tancredi, I see a wail of flame, very rarely do I 
have the courage to spring forward, but, when I do, I realize that the 
flames are only an optical illusion. That’s the result of my visit this 
morning to the beautiful E. 

I went to Martial’s, whom I found indifferent upon my happiness, 
and affecting to pay no attention to it, besides he’s perhaps the un- 
happiest of men, with an income of eight thousand livres, thirty-three 
years old, an amiable appearance and what is called amiability here, but 
no soul, and the asininity to have placed his happiness in the ambition, 
ADVICE to you, young Auditor. 

I next enjoyed Goethe near to my soul. I finished Wilhelm Meistcr: 
these ideas drove me wi| 4 > and it was in that mood that I began writing. 

Ambition permitted me to leave Paris to itself for thirty-six or forty- 
eight hours. The law of freddetto [lukewarmness] made me go away 
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from Maria, and I tasted happiness in the wood at Montmorency, think- 
ing of Lctellier. 

Thus ends .this notebook. At this point arrived my Auditor’s dress 
uniform, which Leger sent me. 1 tried it on, 1 found this costume very 
good-looking, and decorated just enough to be becoming to a young 
man. 

It is precisely in this way that should end this volume, which contains 
the history of my job-hunting from May 9 to August 12, 1810. 

With a heart like that of Melanie, I would have been perfectly 
happy. I have precisely what was lacking when love furnished me with 
happiness in Marseille, but, by a just compensation, I no longer have 
^^what I had. 



The Man About Town 


THE dawning season promised a brilliant new existence for “Monsieur 
de Beyle” in his double capacity of Auditor and household inspector. » 

As an Auditor, he was assigned to the War Section under the “admi- 
rable” Gouvion-Saint-Cyr, and was admitted to the debates between 
Napoleon and his jurists in the Council of State. His post and title of In- 
specteur du Mobilier, besides acquainting hun with the contents of the 
museums, gave him an entree to the Court functions kt the Tuileries and 
Saint-Cloud. He was presented by the Duchesse de Montebello to the 
Empress Marie-Louisc; and, although he admitted that Napoleon “didn’t 
speak to fools like me,” he was proud to be treated in a friendly fashion 
by “the best of men,” the Due de Fnoul (Michel Duroc), the Grand 
Marshal of the palace. 

All th/B important figures of the Empire passed before his eyes — rulers, 
princes, generals and marshals, ambassadors and ministers. He saw the 
handsome but “vacuous” General Lagrange dance for the Court in a 
ballet with Queen Caroline Murat and the “divine” Princess Borghesc. 
The charm of Mme. R&amicr aroused his admiration. He was present at 
the session of the Acad^ie Frangaise when his idol Destutt de Tracy 
was welcomed into membership by the Comte de Segur. Ministers and 
officers of the Crown received him in their homes. His life was “a mixture 
of serious and rapid work at the office, of visits and changes of costume”; 
people with whom he was unacquainted called to pay their court, wher- 
ever he went he was treated with consideration. 

Beyle enjoyed these triumphs of vanity as much as another, but he had 
too much love for candor and simplicity, too much knowledge of the 
memoir-writing society of^the ancien regime, to be taken in by the dazr 
zling exterior of this fundamentally insipid society composed of the 
heterogeneous brand-new Napoleonic nobility. Above all, he detested thcT' 
military “swashbucklers” ^ho were to be found everywhere, “Posterity 
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will never realize the vulgarity and stupidity of these people off their 
battlefield/* he later said. *'And even on this battlefield, what prudence! 
They were people like Admiral Nelson . . . , always thinking of what 
each wound would yield in the way of endowments and decorations.’* 

He had litde more respect for the other members of this society which 
passed its time with charades, rebuses and games of blind man’s buff, and 
which was honeycombed with venereal disease. The princesses, duchesses 
and countesses usually had **fine dresses, but the faces of chambermaids.” 
.The men, often ignorant, were invariably puffed up with importance. 
Even his own cousin Pierre Daru could not begin a conversation except 
by, “The Emperor said to me . . . or^answer a request without saying, 
“But have I time for it, busy as I am?” 

This new life naturally demanded a great deal of money, and, as usual, 
the question of obtaining money was not an easy one. In August, i8io, his 
father had belatedly paid him the first installment of his maternal in- 
heritance— a check for 2,373 francs, which, however, was dated a year 
ahead! During the following months, Beyle continued to bombard his 
sister with «.ni.t caries to plead the cause of the 6,000-franc loan with his 
father. The whole matter was so simple; all that need be done was to 
mortgage one of the Beyle houses or sell a portion of Claix! But “the 
bastard,” weighed down by debts and undoubtedly regarding as insane 
a project to live c:..fav«igantly three or four years on the gambler’s chance 
of becoming a Prefect, showed no inclination to sell or mortgage any more 
of his property. 

So everything hung fire, the loan, the majorat, the barony; and, by June 
1811, Beyle’s position had become desperate — or so he painted it to his 
sister. “A man must live,” he cried. In less than ten years he could, with 
his father’s help, be wealthy, a baron, a Prefect: denied this assistance, he 
had but two alternatives — either he must marry Jenny Lcschenault, whom 
he did not love but who had an income of 7,000 francs a year, or he must 
resign himself to settling down as a Sub-Prefect in some remote village. 
Even so, Jenny’s parents would not consent to her marriage unless the 
husband had a title — while to leave Paris meant, after four years of 
efforts, to relinquish all hopes of promotion. The whole future was in the 
haifds of “the bastard.” “I’ll sign anything in order to stay here,” Henri 
wrote. “If he wishes. I’ll renounce all claims to an inheritance . . . All I 
want is the means of living here until the Prefecture ... If I remain 
here, within ten years I’ll be sheltered from all need.” 

Wasted words. No money was forthcoming from Grenoble, nor did 
Beyle carry out his threats. He apparently arranged his own loans in 
Paris, for, in the autumn of 1810, he congratulated himself on the posses- 
sion of 11,400 francs, and the following year he lived more luxuriously 
than ever. 
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Almost his first action upon becoming Auditor was to rent and furnish, 
together with Bellisle, “one of the gayest apartments in Paris/’ in the just- 
opened Rue Neuve-dc-Luxcmbourg (today the Rue Cambon) at the 
corner of the Rue du Mont-Thabor, a stone’s throw from the Tuileries 
gardens and five minutes from the Emperor’s pabce. “Drunk with con- 
tentment,’’ he had taken up his duties in an office overlooking the 
Esplanade des Invalides. The new work was the kind he liked — ^it con- 
fined him to his office barely an hour a day. He looked on it as the 
“embroidery” of his life. 

The “substance” was composed of things far more important. Immedi- 
ately upon becoming Auditor, he drew up a will in which he explicitly 
instructed Faure and Crozet to employ any money he might leave at his 
death to found a literary prize in England. The conditions were curious 
but characteristic: Each year, one of the following subjects was to be pro- 
posed: What is ambition, love, hatred, laughter, tears, etc.? The answers 
might be in any of the chief modern languages, and were to be writtei; in 
“a plain, straightforward and exact style, in the manner of an anatomical 
description and not of an oration,” and were to be divided into three 
parts: “i. Examples from history; 2. Examples from art imitations (poems, 
novels, etc.) ; 3. Exact and dispassionate description.” The prize was to be 
a handsome edition of Shakespeare’s complete works in English and a 
gold medal bearing on one side the words, “Happiness in a temperate 
monarchy,” and on the other, **Nosc€ te ipsum "' — ^the Delphic inscription 
which Beyle had found quoted by Tracy, and which he bad adopted as 
his own formula for happiness. 

He began frequenting the Louvre and the Luxembourg. He “more and 
more adjnired” the Madonna by Raphael in the latter gallery, and found 
the smile of the Christ child “truly divine”; Corieggio gave him the great- 
est of pleasure, he had an engraving of the artist’s Leda over his desk; 
the paintings of Titian, with their “vigorously laid-on colors,” reminded 
him of Moliere’s Les Precieuses Ridicules; he approved of Domcnichino, 
Giulio Romano, Poussin, Lorrain, but considered Rubens “ignoble” be- 
cause of the plump breasts and knees he gave his women. He judged his 
contemporaries without enthusiasm: David was cold and pretentious; 
Gerard’s coloring and lighting effects were praiseworthy, and the artist 
showed an understanding of aerial perspective; Girodet was “extremely 
energetic”; Gros cold. His artistic standards, then as later, were purely 
literary and psychological: the art of painting, he told Felix Faure, lay in 
the painter’s ability “to portray passion by means of facial traits or body 
postures.” 

The source of the purest joy for Beyle at this period was the Opera 
Buffa, which was given three nights a week at the Od^on. He went again 
and again to hear Mozart's Nozze di Figaro, and declared that he went 
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to his beloved Matrimonio Segreto ‘‘sixty or a hundred times*’ in i8io and 
1811. 

But something more than the music of Cimarosa and Mozart caused 
him to gallop in from Saint-Cloud to the performance of the Italian 
troupe, for it was on the stage of the Odcon that he finally found that 
“little mistress” he had been seeking since he had an official position, 
money and a fine apartment. Her name was Angcline Bcrcytcr, and she 
was a comely young Jewess who sang the roles of seconda and terza 
donna. Since June 1810, he had been writing her periodic “mash” letters 
which went unanswered until the following January. At this date, he was 
permitted to “pay his respects in person^” His way with actresses had im- 
proved since Melanie’s time : during his first visit, he kissed Angeline, the 
second time he saw her he “attacked” and was victorious. 

In the apartment of the Rue Neuve-de-Luxembourg, where she estab- 
lished herself, she would frequently sit down at the piano and sing those 
Italian songs that her lover adored. She was “cold for her art” and “her 
judgment had been warped by the vulgarity of the contemporary French 
school,” bri tl c important thing was that she knew all his favorite operas 
and taught him the arias of Cimarosa and Mozart. There can be little 
doubt, as M. Arbelet has written, that these afternoons played a large part 
in the musical education of the future biographer of Haydn, Mozart and 
Rossini. 

They entered into their liaison with no illusions on either side. Beyle, 
for once reasonable, did not ask that his friend be a Julie. “Angcline, 
whom I never loved,” was the way he afterward referred to her; but it 
flattered his vanity to be keeping an actress, and he had a great fondness 
for his “little angel” who was so loving and gentle. 

The first week in February 1811, to Beyle’s delight, Louis Crozet 
turned up for a visit to Paris. He was given a room in the famous apart- 
ment, and the two ideologues resumed their favorite pastime of studying 
and making notes together. Attacking Cabanis’ Rapport du Physique et 
du Moral de I' Homme, which Beyle had been looking over again, they 
outlined “the most essential part — the temperaments”; but this theory of 
the temperaments, on which Beyle was to place such importance a few 
years later, was still regarded with some distrust by the pair: “It appears 
to us to be very little proved,” they noted. 

While thus engaged, they heard the momentous news that Martial 
Daru was about to be appointed Intendant of Rome, and that Beyle was 
to be sent along to aid him in taking over the museums and libraries. 
Deciding on the spur of the moment to accompany him, Crozet returned 
briefly to Plancy to request a leave of absence and a passport. 

The days passed with no further news. While marking time, the two 
friends went back to their studies, drafting more ideological charts and 
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analyzing the plays of Moline, Corneille and especially Shakespeare. 
Curiously enough, one of their notes on Shakespeare bobs up verbatim aav 
a long footnote in Histoire de la Peinture en Italic, opening unexpectedly 
with the words, “Seyssins and I have just read Cymbeline . , (Seyssins, 
a village near Grenoble, was one of Beyle’s nicknames for Crozet.) 

On April it was decided not to send Beyle to Italy after all, so he and 
Crozet, bitterly disappointed, took a consolation trip with Faure to Le 
Havre for their first view of the ocean. Back in Paris, Crozet changed 
coaches to continue on to Plancy, while Beyle turned back to his slow- 
moving "courtship” of the Countess Daru. 

This strange campaign, which is related in eloquent detail on the fol- 
lowing pages, continued through June, began to languish in July and 
finally flickered out in August. The last week in July, Baron von Strom- 
beck put in an appearance. Beyle greeted his old friend from Brunswick 
with open arms, presented him to his acquaintances, took him about 
Paris and did his best to obtain him an audience with Napoleon, assyring 
Strombeck that it would be an experience he would remember all his life. 
But the latter did not possess a Court costume and was unwilling to spend 
six hundred francs to have one made. Disappointed, Beyle insisted on 
driving him to Saint-Cloud that he might at least catch a glimpse of the 
Emperor. With Strombeck’s departure, he began to experience an 
abysmal disgust with the life he was living. In capital letters, he traced 
across a page of his diary the words: 

i’m bored. 

His pursuit of Mme. Daru had lost its thrill, he was fed up with 
Paris and society, his time and money were wasted with no resultant 
pleasure, he was tired of playing the courtier, his official duties had all but 
ceased to exist, he was more than satiated with the even-tempered 
Anguine, he lacked the mental tranquillity to resume the everlasting 
LeteUier. There was no one to whom he could open his heart: Mme. 
Daru, Ang^line and the other women were out of the question; Pauline, 
now a busy housewife, was no longer the confidante of other days; Bellisle 
had left for Spain; Fame’s morbid ideas were more depressing than ever. 
Like a persistent refrain, Italy returned again and again to his thoughts. 

By the happiest of coincidences, the check for 2,373 fr^cs which his 
father had sent him the year before was payable on August 24. Nothing 
retained him in Paris, nothing prevented him from returning to Milan. 
He cashed his check and reserved a seat in the coach. Early the morning 
of August 29, as Fame waved farewell and Ang^ne burst into tears, he 
started off on the same road he had followed ai an adolescent eleven years 
emlier. 

The active period of bis ambition w|s over. For five years he had de- 
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voted his energy to advancing to a position which, while in itself hollow, 
^ould give him the leisure to travel and dream. Now that he had attained 
it, die sentimental philosopher of 1802-5 was to dominate the Imperial 
functionary of iBio-ii. He was -to recapture his soul in that fair Italy 
which from childhood he had considered as his real fatherland. 


iSio-ii Paris 

DJORn’l from the I 6th august 1810 TILL THE . . . 

Pleasure would portray them, knowledge 
dissects them. 

Myself 


MME. MARIE left for A[mstcrdam] August i6, i8io, I believe. I learned on 
August 3 that I had been appointed Auditor the ist. I was fed up with 
Paris, I couldn’^ • rk freely on Letellier, Visits, the servants, the 
laundresses and ocher things of similar importance interrupted me five 
or six times a morning, stirred up my irascible character, and I got 
nothing done. Besides, I might have said to Faurc what Mme. de Saint- 
Martin says to Chapelle fin Letellier]: “I feel that what I need the 
most is to be in love.” And Pm not in lov^e. 

I sought happiness in a change of scene, and I found it at Plancy 
with Louis Crozet. The country, I mean the real country and not the 
village, is, like the people in it, as ugly as possible. But my heart thirsted 
for the country; M. de Plancy’s park, the cofferdam, and especially the 
oaks across from the sand where we worked on Letellier, are worthy of 
a picture representing Italy. Evi n the dance, although vulgar, pleased 
me. 

.Louis was affected and distant on the days of my arrival and de- 
parture. Had it been on!/ on the day of arrival, I’d have thought I was 
taking him awa} from some favorite occupation. I believe this coolness 
of his only comes from a vestige of the bad habit of sentimem ility ac- 
quired at M. Shepherderie* s. He has a perfect sagacity, he seems to me 
to be superior to me in that respect, and inferior in imagination and 
sensibility. At Plancy, I found him very much as he was this winter at 
Mme. Shepherderie* s, the appearance of a savant and a timid man; 
neither ease nor gaiety. Yet he isn’t entirely wrapped up in himself, he 
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observes extremely well. I don’t believe he has that elevation of feeling 
which makes Italy necessary for happiness. 

His first quality is, in my opinion, sagacity; the second, talent foi 
managing things; perhaps it’s from the necessity of managing that he 
retains that seriousness which is sometimes applied to petty things. 
He’d be an excellent director general of Public Instruction, he wouldn’t 
hold his job in contempt as would Signora Pietragrua’s lover [Beyle 
himself J, a superior glory wouldn’t be necessary for him. 

I found his character to be extremely mild and malleable. Working 
up his soul a bit in order to appreciate the possession of a fat and 
slightly vulgar peasant girl, but, on the other hand, very stable and 
without either gaiety or naturalness. He isn’t gloomy; rather, he’s 
reasonable and distant, conversation would easily provide him with 
happiness. 

I arrived by diligence on the . . . First thing of all, I quenched my 
thirst for hunting. I recaptured my talent for shooting birds on the 
wing which I discovered unexpectedly at Brunswick. The first three 
days, I killed thirteen swallows and a partridge; after dinner on the 
fourth, in an hour and a half, I killed twelve swallows. I haven’t fired 
a shot since. The satisfaction of this desire left me entirely free for 
Letellier. 

I took Louis into my confidence about it. His sagacity grasped and 
well understood the salient and comic situations. I feared this would 
make him a little envious. I saw only the sensation of a finger passing 
over a wound. 

Once I experienced a touch of my irascibility, a quality that I hadn’t 
been conscious of in myself and that frequently makes me unhappy. 
In the country around here, I’ve acquired the reputation of a master 
bugger. In the sense the people of Champagne take these words, that’s 
the reputation I’d like to have everywhere. 

The seventh or eighth day of my visit, upon returning to the charm- 
ing cofferdam after working a long time and bathing, we found three 
letters from Faure informing me that, by a decree of August 22, I was 
Inspector General of Crown Furnishings, and that moreover I’d been 
summoned for the examination. I left the next day at three o’clock. 

I arrived in Paris on the ... I found it more disgusting than ever, 
and, once my examination was over, I decided one evening to leave at 
once. I did so without any hesitation. 

I went to bed at half-past twelve at L’Esperance, a good inn of Brie. 
I didn’t fondle the backsides of a very pretty girl enough; I had used 
up my sensibility befoi'e my departure from Paris. 

This second trip, made with rtiy horses and calash, was very agree- 
able. I read Tom- ]ones, I slept at Nogent. The weather was superb. 
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that fine September weather which has such a potent efTect on me and 
which bids me to fall in love. I regretted not having brought Babct* 
with me. 

Not being happy through love, which, after all, I can’t indulge in all 
alone, the only thing left was for me to do something great . . . 

Advice on style to Felix , — ^Felix wanted to read Blair to mold his 
taste in literature, I wrote to dissuade him. 

Passions can’t emerge from the breast of those who arc impassioned 
to be exposed to the eyes of everyone; to portray them, it’s necessary to 
have felt them. Blair, an unfeeling man, is like a man who might wish 
tQ. state an opinion on the nose of Punchinello, whom he has never 
seen. He might demonstrate very wittily that Punchinello has a small 
nose, because he has done no more than catch a glimpse of a ten-year- 
old Punchinello whose nose wasn’t formed, and Blair comes along to 
say, like a good Englishman supported by aristocratic authority, to a 
poor Mile, dc Lespinasse who doesn’t even know how to spell: “Love 
should go to a certain point; beyond that, it is unnatural.” 

The trait, “I wish that hell were here, I’d cast myself into it for you,” 
which a soldier said to a laundress, is outrageous and in bad taste; the 
same trait presented in fine language would be found a little more 
natural; in Greek m Homer, it would be divine. But, luckily for them, 
the poets of antiquity, born before the icfincmcnt and exaltation of the 
passions, possessed very few of these cursed follies to upset their sys- 
tem. There’s probably not a single one in Homer. 

But where is literature to be studied? — In Helvctius, Hobbes and a 
little in Burke, and many applications arc to be seen in Shakespeare, 
Cervantes and Moliere. 

The whole of literature lies in five rules, i.e.: 

1. That of this entry: you can’t describe what you have never seen, 
nor can you judge portraits composed by others; 

2. The sublime, sympathy with a power which we see as terrible; 

3. Laughter (Hobbes); 

4. The smile, view of happiness; 

5; Study a passion in medical books (Pincl), in nature (the letters of 
Mile, dc Lespinasse), in the arts (Julie, Heloi’se, etc.). 

Being aware of these rules, one should look for their confirmation or 
refutation in Shakespeare, Cervantes, Tasso, Aristo, Moliere. 

But if one wishes to acquire the usual prattle and remain, or become, 
petty, one has but to study constantly the correct Laharpe, the judicious 
Blair and other worthies who have seen the passions face to face. 

*BcyIc*s mistress of Vienna who was visiting Paris at the lime, and to whom the 
end of the preceding paragraph refers. 

N 
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October 2.— I haven’t been able to work for myself since my return from 
Plancy. I’ve made two business trips to Versailles. I’ve set up an office 
and worked at the Hotel du Chatelet. My work is worth far more than 
that of my partner; M. Z hasn’t seen either yet. 

Marie accuses me of indifference, she still shows affection for me. My 
carriage overturned and I broke a tooth. I often go walking with the 
Vicomte [Louis de Barral] on [the Boulevard dej Cpblentz. I’m mak- 
ing an attempt on the little Jewish singer [Angeline Bereyter], her 
sister is too much* of a tart. Superb situation of myself: 11,400 francs, 
the barony. 

How many others would have been perfectly happy in my .place! 
The happiness of clothes and money is not enough for me, I need to 
love and to be loved. If I can’t attain this chief of all happinesses, I must 
work on the things in which I place my self-esteem. 

Mme. Palfy has given me some rather happy moments. After her, 
the two most fertile sources of happiness have been Sully’s Mimoires 
and [Cimarosa’s] Impresario in Angustie. 

October S.—My u/or^.-^-A conspicuous trait of Probus’s [Daru’s] char- 
acter is to employ the first instrument that comes to hand. And, as they 
say that asses are more common than intelligent people, he’s sur- 
rounded by the dullest fools I know. Hence his' work is doubled and 
his annoyances are centupled. This cause undoubtedly increases the 
number of outbursts coming from the rest of his make-up. 

If I were making the choices for him, I’d take M. Catineau-La Roche 
as division chief or general secretary, a man like Blondin for the book-- 
keeping and some young men from Geneva as copying clerks. I’d clean 
out the stable of everything in it, and introduce the rule of silence in 
my offices. Add two large account books, and all would go smoothly, 
with a maximum of two hours’ work for the supreme chief. 

October 9. — Ambition . — What a dismal passion! I’ve just seen Jacque- 
minot in his dismal office, all alone, with his lifeless face which only 
livened up when he read us a trivial letter from himself to Minister 
Dejean, a letter written to contradict in some measure M. Daru, his 
benefactor. What a dismal existence! He’s always unhappy, not the 
slightest magnanimous sentiment of the kind that does the soul good. 
If William Pitt and all the unfeeling men of ambition were like that, 
those gloomy figures are not to be envied. I believe, however, that the 
consciousness of great activity and power gives pleasures. But Jacque- 
minot hasn’t got that power and isn’t conscious of such things. He’s one 
of the unhappiest m^n I know. 

After him comes Pac^, who at least has some fire and is on a higher 
plane. After him, the amiable Joinville, so suited to be happy with 
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Angelina [Pietragrua] or any other woman if he’d settled down in 
Italy with the certainty of being a war commissary all his life. 

Finally, there’s Probus, who doesn’t give signs of being any too 
happy. Compare all these folk with Grosl They consequently have a 
vague feeling of what it is, and, in order to avenge themselves, they 
take on a haughty look as soon as an artist is mentioned. 

What illusions in these hollow dreams of ambition! Jacqueminot, 
who walits to be promoted from a war commissary to a Prefect! 

Tve had much happiness through having made out my budget, 
started my cashbook and not spending six francs without entering it in 
liiy cash book. 

I reacted so deeply to the Nozze di Figaro yesterday that I have a 
pain in my chest from it today. Paul [Louis de Barral] and I were be* 
side a rather pretty little Italian girl, with whom we chatted a bit. She’s 
staying at the H6tcl des Arts, near the Abbaye Saint-Germain. Italy is 
my real country, everything that reminds me of it touches my heart. I 
had pleasure in hearing this girl speak Italian. 

Earlier in the day, I was at Mme. Daru’s, where I saw Charles 
Cheminade’s elder sister, who was nice-looking. I discovered a bit of 
coquetry in her, however. I put on some freddetto and was quite at 
ease. 

Florian, che stava quh [who was there], was more jovial than I and 
a thousand times more at ease; that’s the good side, he was at the 
Nozze and almost fell asleep there, he just told me it was badly sung, 
that’s the reverse of the medal. 

Speaking of the reverse of the medal, I should be careful of what I 
say in my letters: Jacqueminot concluded that I’d possessed Mme. 
Genet, one of her lovers told him that she was charming in pleasure. 
And yet this woman is nothing but a goose at Mme. Marie’s, appar- 
ently all her liveliness is reserved for sensuality; she ought to be all the 
better for that. 

November ay. — ^It’s been an age since I’ve written, the reason is that I’ve 
been very busy. I frequently write for five or six hours on end at Z’s. 

Yesterday at the Due de Rovigo’s, a very brilliant evening. Delightful 
sensation at the Nozze di Figaro during the voluptuous duet in which 
the count asks his wife for the key to the closet where Susanna has just 
shut herself. My heart, stirred by the contemplation of the beautiful 
bosom of Mme. Lacuee and the beautiful face of Mme. Pallavacini, 
drank in these sounds with avidity. My white breeches produced a 
great effect on Mme. Boucher, that pretty person makes too deep an 
impression on me. 
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27. Today I was so tired out at dinner that I sent Mr. Goodson away. 
I lunched as usual with Fairisland [Pepin de Bellisle]. These lunches 
are domestic happiness. I left at half-past ten and went to leave my 
name with those of Messrs. Cardon and Chevalier at the home of some 
fifteen Councilors of State. I went to my oifice at noon, I left it at half- 
past five, after working hard on a reply to M. Appelius on the Do- 
mains. I wrote a counternotc that the asses would find bold to M. Z, but 
Clarissa’s rule, perhaps much less should have to bear. At six o’clock, 
dinner at Very’s. 

From there home, Fairisland came to get me and we went to the 
High Chamberlain’s. Upon arriving at his door, we learned that he 
wasn’t receiving. 

F^rom there to M. Defernun’s. Bourgeois and shabby gloom of the 
salon; my desire to laugh. 

I shifted scenes for the third or fourth time, and Bellisle took me to 
M% Nardot’s. I paid court to Mme. Genet, whose bare breast and shoul- 
ders gave me pleasure. Besides, Jacqueminot told me that he’d been 
told she does that very well and that she's almost witty in bed. I believe 
it, you can sec in society that she must be entirely at home in bed. By 
chance, in conformity with the essential rules, I was gay and made my 
presence felt. That ripened Marie’s heart. 

Z seems to me a very disagreeable man, almost as devoid of gen- 
erosity than [riV] HIS brother; not a shadow of strength of character, 
and not much wit or executive ability. Having succeeded through an 
enormous quantity of ink spilled on blank paper. 

November 28 . — I haven’t written because I was tired out, without any ex- 
aggeration. This mixture of hard and quick work at my office, of 
visits and changes of clothes nearly killed me during four days this 
week. 

Tonight, visit to Comte Joubert and the Shepherd ladies, more 
insignificant every time; since they’ve ejected naturalness and it hasn’t 
come back either at a gallop or at a walk, they’re vacuous creatures. 

Nevertheless, and in connection with vacuous creatures, they must be 
possessed, because a given woman who’s very insignificant provides 
delightful pleasure in a good mahogany bed; 2. because the whole 
comedy is transformed the moment they are possessed. They’re Tan- 
credi’s flames. 

November jo. — Session at the Museum. I find that little M. Six assumes 
a bit too uppish a tone with me. The abominable thing about those 
animals is that they oblige you to play a role, prevent you from being 
natural. I stayed at the Museum a long time after the errand that 
brought good Mme. Palfy there. I’m incapable of feeling any admira- 
tion, although I try by every mean$ to open my soul to it. All the 
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princesses, duchesses and countesses in Paris were there: fine clothes, 
but the faces of chambermaids. 

Genuine nobleness and naturalness seem to me to be very rare in 
France. 

December 2. — Anniversary of the coronation. I remember my situation at 
that time. 

The devilishly forced smile of Probus, in which Fairisland finds 
something extraordinary as far as I am concerned. A weak and inde- 
cisive character. 

December j. — Bcliisle and I went shopping for prints and maps. Ex- 
ecrable foggy weather. We bought 200 francs’ worth of prints. The 
maps were out of stock. 

Tuesday [December ^J. — ^This morning, worked at my office with great 
speed. Went to the High Chancellor’s, the ridiculousness of the little 
club-footed man and of the High himself, whose silent and periodic 
movement amid twenty people standing up reminded me of a black 
bear. ' 

My time is take n up with writing letters and going out in society. I 
hardly ever follow through an idea any more. When I happen to be 
placed at the beginning of an interesting series, I put it off until an- 
other day. Yesterday, I was struck by this habit of putting off and skip- 
ping over everything that requires too much attention. 

When I happen to be home an hour, I don’t know what to read. 

What consoles me is that it seems to me that when you want to do 
something well, you must do only one thing at a time. 1 go out in 
society and write letters, that’s my life this winter. 

December /j. — Outside the d. of r. (whom I sleep with once a week), 
I’m as chaste as the devil. As the result. I’m getting fatter. It seems to 
me that since I’ve been an Auditor I’ve forgotten my amorous disposi- 
tion. Possibly it feeds the fire of my head. I believe I could easily lose 
the habit of w'omen. I lack almost entirely the talent of possessing 
common women, otherwise I’d have struck up a conversation a hun- 
dred times with Mme. Boucher (I believe), of the Bufla, and at the 
end of six days I’d have had her. 

Yesterday, I wrote to the little Bereyter. I had some fun Tuesday with 
Amelie and Mimi. “you are very agreeable, I take great pleasure in 
seeing you.” The next thing is to pinch their thighs and be capable of 
giving myself up to all possible gaiety. I sang aloud a superb song, for 
I composed the words and music as I went along. 

The barony has given me some grief but tandem the b\stard is tak- 
ing the leap, or at least is going to take it. 

I wrote some letters to the terrible Probus, but I never speak to him 
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and hardly ever see him. I haven’t spoken to him about business in his 
office since the day he railed at me a bit after a three-hour conference 
with M. Six and M. Costaz. The latter is a model of self-importance. 
That’s the only way to hold your own with a man of Probus’s kind, 
and all the mighty ones are somewhat alike in that respect. It makes me 
indignant to be obliged to put on the soporific mask of the most kill- 
joy siQiness in order to succeed with the bores in power. 

(Thursday, December 13 .) I’ve just spent a boring evening at Z’s, 
from eight to half-past eleven. I took Bellisle to the Tuileries, and from 
there to Z’s. Given his character, he stood on ceremony with -me as 
much as possible. One thing that repaid me a little for my boredom 
was that I must at least ha\e had a distant look, which is the only 
prudent one to have with a man of great merit who, in spite of that, 
needs to outrage people in order to breathe. 

From there I went to M. Palfy’s. He was highly pleased with ‘him- 
self. He was to have dined at the home of the Comte de Cessac, Min- 
ister, at five o’clock. His Majesty sent for him and worked with him 
until half -past seven. Palfy consequently had the pleasure of breaking 
an engagement at the home of the Minister, who had certainly been 
officially informed that His Majesty had detained him. Perhaps the 
Comte de Cessac was good-natured enough to say to some guest or 
other, “We haven’t got M. Palfy with us for such and such a reason.” 
M. de Palfy had the pleasure of dining alone in his salon and of re- 
counting the affair to anyone who happened along, and of saying, “My 
faith, ril not go ta the Tuileries tonight because I’ve just come from 
there.”^ That’s a reward for all his mornings of bad humor. 

During the first of my visits, I put on a little too much freddetto 
toward the mistress of the house, i have quited her for say to, for 
SPEAKING WITH [tic] Mme. Genet, whom I’ve desired ever since I was 
told that she was charming in bed. 

All these poor rich people who were gathered together without lik- 
ing each other and without permitting themselves any banter, gaiety 
or other pleasures of tb^ mind lack happiness and hence are ridiculous. 

An absurdity to be throttled; dining in the Rue Chariot a fortnight 
ago, the great M. Achille proposed to me, with the servile and clumsy 
manners of a bourgeois trying to flatter, to introduce me to M. Con- 
stant, the Emperor’s valet. 1 almost choked; however, I had enough 
strength left to say ,to myself, “He’s going to tell me about some 
liberty he’s taken with the Emperor.” Sure enough; my idiot immedi- 
ately added, “He has said things to the Emperor that no one else would 

good description because true. [Note by Beyle.] 
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ever have dared to say to him.*’ Luckily, M. Achille left to go to a party 
where he was expected, otherwise Fd have burst. 

December i8 . — ^My faith, if it’s coquetry, Fm caught, if you can call it be^ 
ing caught to experience keen pleasure. 

There were fifteen or twenty people present, they were about to 
start some games; she was beside the fireplace, two women kept me 
from approaching her. She came over to me with that decision given 
by a keen desire to which one yields, in order to come over to me she 
took four or five steps, and stopped to speak to me in the middle of 
the salon. Fm not very sure what she said to 'me, I didn’t pay much at- 
tention to it; in this salon I was like a prince who is vain and who finds 
hirhself among people tc whom his ribbons, his orders and all his 
dignities are invisible. I happened to be near the sofa to the right of 
the door, I was playing with the children to give myself countenance. 
She suddenly came over, seated herself beside me and said: 

“Mama told me to ask “you if it’s true that the louis is going to be 
demonetiz^^d the first of January, etc. . . .’’ (not altogether said in 
those terms). 

I replied, and at once the conversation turned to what interested us. 
Her face, on v/hich the expression of feeling is extremely rare, had such 
a look of loving niC, and her eyes regarded me with so much happiness 
that I restrained myself just as I was about to take her hand.^ We hap- 
pened to change places a moment later, and, while seated, she spoke 
to three ladies who were standing up, I at her side. A man was men- 
tioned, and she asked, “Is he young? Is he amiable? Does he look in- 
telligent?” with the liveliest and warmest expression of happy love. 
She congratulated herself on her choice and took pleasure in praising, 
in his presence, the lover to whom she hasn’t yet confessed her love, 
and, as she talked, in urging him to be aggressive. Her face was ani- 
mated and full of passion. Her soul seemed to be stirred. If, during 
the past year, she’d had a quarter of this expression in one of our 
languishing tete-a-tete, it would at once have become delightful. I 
looked at her fondly, and her soul being stirred, she must have read in 
ngine. 

Surely it was the frerfdetto that was beginning to take effect. Every 
time she told me that she’d be home she added a phrase begging me 
to come to see her. 

In all the time I’ve known her, this was the day when I saw the 
most ardent expression of love in her. Things had reached a point 
where all would have been over at once if we’d been alone. I had seen 
her before with penetrating and steady looks, occasionally with the 
gentle ways of love, but never with such a spirited, candid and poignant 
^That was the best thing that happened. 18x5. [Note added by Beyle.] 
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manner. I don’t understand how she can help realizing how much 
she is exposing herself. There were four women present who, at the 
same time they were paying her their respects, were undoubtedly get- 
ting their revenge by observing her tiniest shortcomings through a 
microscope. These women were together, her conversation with me in 
a corner of the salon couldn’t be overheard by them, they undoubtedly 
didn’t assume it to be as innocent as it was. In addition, her ardent 
look and three questions, asked with less grace but more vigor than 
Mile. Mars would have put into them, said quite plainly, “I’ve got all 
that in my lover.” 

Possibly she was livened up by a good dinner, the afternoon is the 
time when she rises a bit above her insipid life. Possibly, being livened 
up, ^he yielded to a very slight fondness she has for me, and, as the 
three questions in succession and strongly accentuated passed through 
her mind, she asked them out of the desire to be brilliant that is ever- 
present in women. 

After duly looking on, I went out. The stupidity of the Shepherd 
ladies, the bad breeding, or rather the lack of ideas, at the dinner in the 
Rue Chariot quite reduced me to the keen sensations of an observer 
in both salons. Freddetto! Freddetto, amico! 

December 79. — I talked to Felix about my majorat from half-past nine in 
the morning until half-past seven in the evening, he writes to my 

BASTARD. 

In the evening, Fairisland presents me to mistress Gay [Sophie 
GayJ. This at last resembles the society described by Colie and Mar- 
mpntel. We stayed an hour and saw Mme. R&amier, a charming face; 
it seems to be asking forgiveness for being pretty. It’s still very much 
so. Mme. de Ciraman (Mme. Tallien) came in, Mme. Rccamier dis- 
appeared. Mme. Tallien still has a beautiful face which shows nothing 
but an imperious, dismal, common soul. Fd willingly walk ten leagues 
in order not to pass a fortnight with her, and I’d walk twenty in order 
to spend a little time with Mme. Recamier, who hasn’t changed at all; 
she’s a bit stout, that’s all. 

from m. Gay to lady Alexander. 

I GO OUT from LADY Alexander at half-past eleven (I went to the Rue 
Saint-Honore) the eyes were not as yesterday, perhaps why io non 
son venuto che alle died. La madre m'a jatto qualche rimproveri della 
mia tardanza [perhaps because I came only at ten o’clock. The mother 
reproached me a bit for being late]. As for myself, I paid court to Mme. 
Genet, who’s so witless in society that she must go to it wholeheartedly 
IN bed. I’m going to M. dc Joly’s at ten o’clock tomorrow to see about 
the majorat. 

January /, 1811.— My ambition and finances are to be thanked for the 
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changes that have come about since this time last year, when, at Linz, 
I went in uniform to pay a corps visit to poor Villcmanzy and the 
Messrs. Chambon and other people with ability and pleasant manners. 

But the Ministry of Love has behaved badly; if it keeps on acting 
this way, it may well become useless. 

But also there wasn’t any pox this year, and in 1809 there was one 
dose of clap and two poxes. No illness of any kind. 

Good work, this upon Letellier, a hundred or so good English lessons 
from Mr. Goodson, bashfulness defeated all along the line. 

In twenty-three days I’ll be twenty-eight years old. 

My New Year’s Day went off very well; there’s a cold spell that’s 
magnificent and dry, but rather rigorous, I stayed in bed till ten o’clock 
reading Chenier’s criticism of La Harpe’s Lycee, very good. 

At noon, to the Tuileries in full-dress uniform with Delporte. A big 
crowd. At Mass, T was very pleased with the face of the Duchesse de 
Courlande's daughter; she had a pure expression. Were I not afraid of 
being misled by my present fondness for German women, I would at- 
tribute' rh. qualities to the fact that she is German. 

At the audicn e following Mass, Cardinal Maury presented the 
vicar-generals to the Emperor, who said to one of them (a lean, evil 
face) : 

“I don’t trust ol , the religion I profess and yours are as far apart as 
heaven and hcil. I am a Christian of the same kind as Bossuet and 
Fenelon . . . I’ve got my eye on you . . . Don’t forget that I carry a 
sword.” 

It appears that the Emperor was as handsome as Talma in his good 
moments. I have yet to see him speak severely. 

We left the audience at two o’clock. Delporte and I agreed to pav 
our calls tomorrow at ten o’clock. The High Chancellor will be home 
at half-past ten. 

Yesterday we went to pkk out the toys at Labatte’s, in the Rue 
Saint-Honore near the Rue de la Ftrronerie. I must buy them a week 
earlier for 1812. From there the fiacre took us to dinner at Legasque’s. 
I left there to take my toys to the nice family in the Hotel du Chatelet. 
- M. Daru was dining alone with his children and mistress Nardot. 
I nearly didn’t go in. I inally, I presented myself with the whirligig in 
my right hand and a big lamb in the other. 

M. Daru didn’t see me at first, he excused himself politch and got 
up to offer me a chair, they wanted a little of topics : Amclie’s lamb, 
which was big enough to hold her on its back, Napoleon’s miniature 
billiard table, on which he played, Alinc’s whirligig, and especially 
Pauline’s Pyrrhic fire, supplied some, with the result that everybody 
was brightened up by these toys. I made my escape as the others left 
.V* 
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the table to go to show all these things **to mama.” 1 thought that 

THIS discretion SHOULD PLEASE TO THE FATHER, AND I BELIEVE THAT 1 
HAVE NOT ERRED. 

January j^, coming from museum. — perceive that it’s utterly impossible 
to acquire new physical habits, especially the kind that distract from 
thought. 

Consequently, although music gives me great pleasure, even though 
it were to be taught by Cimarosa I don’t feel the strength in myself to 
learn "'Voi che sapete*' on the piano. 

This mood comes from my love for my art, and consequently for 
thought, through which I may perfect myself in it. 

Dancing, which I learned three or four years ago, did no more than 
run oS me like water off a duck’s back, in spite of my love for women. 
Thus, that I might learn to dance. I’d have to get rid of my love for my 
art. 

Conclusion, whicti 994 men out of 1,000 would call absurd, but which 
is true for all that: falsehood of the phrase. Vox populi vox Dei. A 
proverb ought to be written saying that Vox populi never expresses 
anything profound — ^whether it be in metaphysics or in sentiment— on 
Newton, Tracy or Mozart and Raphael. 


A TOUR THROUGH SOME PARTS OF ITALY IN THE YEAR l8ll^ 


The* gentleman who may find this notebook is requested in the name of 
honor and of the boredom it would give him not to read it, but to re- 
turn it by diligence to M. Fourncx, Hotel de Hambourg, Rue Jacob, 
No. 18, in Paris. 

Exact knowledge of mankind. 

Notice: If this hodgepodge falls into the hands of an honest man, he is 
requested not to read it. It is an anatomical work (undertaken on the 
advice of the celcbratevl C.) solely for my enlightenment. I was born 
violent; in order to mend my ways, I have been counseled to know 
myself. This study had to begin with the knowledge of other men. It 
will be realized that to dissect a paralytic is not to insult the paralytic 
but to seek to understand paralysis. 

If you go any farther, put your character down under the heading of 
inanity. 

^Beyle wrote this title in English in a separate notebook in anticipation of going 
•to Italy on an official mission. 
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March 9.— About the middle of February, i8n, i was with angeune 
EVERY NIGHT, Crozet was staying in Bellisle’s apartment; during the 
moments I was able to steal from my office, we read Burke on subume 
together. We discussed his ideas, of which we approved very little. 
Their chief merit was to make us think. By attentively observing the 
circumstances of our sentiments and thoughts, we made some fairly 
accurate discoveries. Suddenly our thoughts were turned to another 
channel. 

I went to see Mme. . . .; she said, ‘Tve got something to tell you 
that will give you pleasure; you’re going to Italy ...” I was excited 
and delighted. I went back to tell the news to Crozet, who appeared 
'indifferent, as he always docs when he’s really stirred. He said at once, 
“I’ll go with you.” I was agreeably surprised at this sign of character. 
He immediately returned to Plancy to ask for a leave and a passport. 
He got both. Since February 25, I’ve been afraid several times that I 
wouldn’t sec the Italy I love so much. 

The excellent Mr. . . . planned to send M. L. . . . to Italy. That 
would have gi'^en me great pain, and him probably no pleasure. I re- 
frained from speaking of M. L. . . * , but I look the liberty of allowing 
M. Daru to see my desire to go to Rome. I was left for three or four 
days in uncertainty; finally on March 6, at half-past one, M. de Baure 
informed me tliar M. Daru had told him to put my name on the report. 

Usually, M. Daru works with [the Emperor] on Thursdays. It was 
otherwise this week. My report hasn’t passed. That makes me sorry for 
Crozet, who has a two-month leave of absence, and who’s obliged to be 
back at his sluice by May 1 , 1 believe. 

I’m in love with my voyage; by that I mean that I have almost no 
more sensibility for the opera buffa and the amiable girl with whom 

I LAY EVERY NIGHT. 

I’ve seen that the best way to spoil my pleasure is to read travel 
books. Crozet and I have agreed that the character of a nation must be 
studied in what has been said about it, but descriptions are to be 
guarded against. Unfortunately, what I know about the Italian char- 
acter is very little indeed. 

' Mme. de Stael (Corinne) makes me sick. That stilted style, the least 
fault of which is to strive to command admiration continually, that wit 
which lays claim to the honors of genius and doesn’t realize that the 
latter’s most salient quality (naturalness) is entirely lacking m it, that 
farce which ridicules what I love most, makes me acutely ill. I at- 
tempted to ward it off by making an extract from the end of the first 
volume, where Corinne deals with the Italian character. By putting her 
phrases in a natural style, I saw that they enclosed practically nothing 
but conunonplaces and feelings that are visibly exaggerated by the 
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person who experiences them. Fm not going to put the extract here, as 
I had planned to do. I happened to come across Spon the same day that 
Mme. de Stael dried me up. I thoroughly realized the advantages of 
naturalness. I read with pleasure a hundred and fifty pages written by 
the Lyon doctor in 1675 , 1 believe. I admired his genuine modesty, and 
the affected bombast of Corinne was all the more glaring as the 
result. 

The dull, precise and complete Lelande is what we need. He men- 
tions everything, and, since he feels nothing, he doesn’t spoil the senti- 
ments that might be given us by St. Peter’s or the site of Florence. 

We’re going to Italy to study the Italian character, to get acquainted 
with the men of that nation in particular, and, as the opportunity 
arises, to complete, extend, verify, etc. what we believe we know about 
mankind in general. Fortunately for us (that’s the advantage of our 
studies), our pleasure and work overlap. 

Our judgments are exclusive and peremptory. I see nothing as 
asinine, .for instance, as the travel book of M. Creuze. But these words 
must be added to each sentence: “for our character and temperament.” 
I believe that a tall, skinny young man, mild-mannered and well bred, 
with his linen carefully creased and his cravat well arranged, would 
find me very strange and disagreeable; but, after- this warning, it’s his 
own fault if he reads us. This diary is written only for ourselves and 
the three or four friends whose character resembles our own or whom 
we like in spite of the difference of our views. We are unable to realize 
the merit of others, and they are unable to appreciate our own. A horse 
doesn’t become amorous of a cow; as far as sex is concerned, these two 
creatures don’t exist for each other. 

In the same way, as far as sentiments and ideas are concerned, the 
best thing that M. Creuze, for example, and we can do is to be non- 
existent for each other. His account is good for those who resemble 
him, ours for beings formed by the same climate, the same education, 
etc., etc. as we. 

Any man who doesn’t throw this book down at the fourth page 
should throw down our big notebook at the first line. Now our 
projanum vulgus is driven off. We’re going to speak with an open 
heart, as we would to ourselves, sparing neither our expressions nor 
the proprieties. We’re going to call senseless, idiotic, insipid, etc. what 
Mr. So-and-so calls pretty, majestic, beautiful, ingenious. He’s right, 
but we’re not wrong. 

Don*t go any farther, you bastards. 

Wc’ll only take Lalande, as a general directory, and Duclos, because 
■ his way of seeing things — outside a bit of pettiness — is our own. 
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Alficri, in his autobiography, will give us some glimpses into the 
Italian character. He was a good judge of character. What he foresaw 
about the Spanish and Portuguese proves it. 

I or me should be understood to refer to the one whose handwriting 
will be recognized, we or us to both. 

March 75. — Our voyage is still being held up, which makes me feci very 
sorry for Crozet, whose leave is limited and whose return appears to be 
obligatory. 

The amiable and good Martial was appointed Intendant of Rome by 
a decree of March 12. 

I saw with my own eyes in M. Daru s portfolio today the report in 
which I’m mentioned. M. Daru hopes to woik with His Majesty to- 
morrow. 

I’m afraid His Majesty will find the voyage of an Auditor useless. 
Won’t the Intendant be able to take over the museums and libraries 
alone f It might be useful to have an Auditor leave within twenty-four 
hours.' It’s probable that the Intendant won’t leave before a fortnight 
from now. but this reason can’t be given to His Majesty. 

I consoled myself by thumbing through Lalande. I’ve just read in his 
book of description about the Quirinal Palace, which will be the Im- 
perial Palace. I" ap icars to be majestic, please God that it is. All our 
palaces are as shabby as can be. 

I’m making a note to sec Bernini’s St. Theresa in the Vittoria 
Church. Lalande says that “the saint is swept by passion to the verge of 
frenzy.” I’m not familiar with anything of this kind in the arts. 

March ly . — I haven’t written since January 15' owing to laziness and be- 
cause I didn’t have the time to make my descriptions with sufficient 
accuracy. Besides, this notebook was locked in a small table, the key to 
which I had mislaid. 

The Minister of Love, who was about to be removed from office and 
who frequently diminished the happiness procured by the other Min- 
isters, has finally redeemed himself. At intervals of several months, I 
had been writing to the amiable and gentle Bcre> ter. She finally per- 
mitted me to pay my respects in person. I’m indebted to Faure for this 
success; without his advice, I wouldn’t have written the last letter. It 
was a long one and written in the most lofty and least impulsive tone 
of gallantry. Bcrcytcr told me that, when 1 arrived at her ho.ne, I had 
tiny little eyes and a fatuous look. I must have seemed bashful. I kissed 
her tenderly the first day and possessed her at my apartment the sec- 
ond (January 29, 1811). I nearly missed her. 

'This entry resumes the diary proper, which stopped January 15. The intervening 
entries are from the separate notebook in which Heyle expected to keep the diary 
of his trip to Italy. 
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We've been plagued by some anonymous letters, which frightened 
her and gave her what seemed to be an extreme fondness for me. A 
bilious pedant named Fournier, the private surgeon of the Princesse 
de Galitzine, is strongly suspected by me of being the author of the 
twelve or fifteen letters we have received. Their purpose was to make 
me believe that Ang^line was a whore. It didn’t succeed. In the six 
weeks that we have been together. I’ve given her an engraving (St. 
Cecilia) and a necklace. The letter writer later threatened Ang^line 
with the violent wrath of a grande dame whom I had left for her. She 
believed it was one of my three mistresses: Aline, Pauline or Jose- 
phine.^ 

This Fournier is bilious, tenacious, very adroit, well versed in the 
underhand tricks of princes’ scrvantdom. His fortune is made up of 
three pensions. He scorns medicine and is writing a poem on love. 
This gallant personage, who is the color of a quadroon and about 
forty-five years old, is exactly like the villain of an English novel; In 
one of his moments of bile, he offered to marry Angeline, who refused. 
He brought on a quarrel between her mother and her, the next day 
he patched things up between them. 

While all this was going on, I had the gentle and goodhearted 
little Anguine with me every night. She knows music very well, but 
her judgment has been warped by the vulgarity of the present-day 
French school. This good litde thing had the nerve to tell me that 
the erudite is worth more than the melodious. She admires Berton, 
Mehul and Co.; but she’s teaching me Mozart’s and Cimarosa’s arias 
exclusively. She tried to make me listen to Montano et SUphattie 
[by Berton], which I couldn’t stomach. We met Berton there. 

In conclusion, as far as love is concerned. I’m happy. She writes 
like an angel. The worst day of the anonymous letters, she wrote me, 
*Tm desperate. Come, I beseech you, whatever hour of the night it 
may be, come.” 

Ambition.-— I showed off my velvet suit. Pace and Ou^ihe were 
ofiended by it. Their envy was expressed through their criticisms. 
Pace's envy was particularly striking. 

M. Z scolded me October 18; he hasn't scolded me since. I go to the 
office for two hours every day, and twice a week I work five or six. 

The lovely Marie has the same tenderness for me, or the same sweet 
friendliness. She gives me proofs of it every day. Our t£te-ii-t£te are 
still cool — through embarrassment, it seems to me. 

'Beyle had apparently boasted to Angeline of a trio of imaginary mistresses, to 
whom he gave the names of Dam’s three little daughters. 
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Fm still negotiating the barony with my father. Faure, the semi- 
official defender of bastards, has given up trying to justify mine. To all 
appearances, he’s a man who is very cunning and yet narrow-minded 
like a genuine provincial who has very little sensibility, and who con- 
ceals what little he has under the role of a fond father. All in all, 
a villainous man. The excellent Mme. de N. was going to lend him 
15,000 francs to make me a baron; he didn’t reply to that argument, 
which was too strong, but he wrote a letter of the falsest diplomacy 
adorned with cunning hypocrisy, rather well written. 

My mind is engaged in double aedvity when I’m with Crozet. He 
stayed for a week or so in the apartment of Bellisle, who was at La 
Rochelle (from December 24 to March 15). We made some nice little 
discoveries on pleasure and pain in connection with the pompous 
prattle of Burke on sublime. In a word, we were working very well 
together in the direcdon I’ve chosen (as comic bard) when, about the 
middle of February, M. Daru led me to entertain some hope of going 
to Rome. 

Last night, Ferdinand misunderstood an appointment I gave him. He 
left at seven o’clock and waited for me undl three at the door of 
Frau Mozart I’Echiquier, No. 36) [Angeline’s home]. In the 

meandme, I went for a drive in a fiacre, and brought her back to the 
apartment, where we found ourselves with no supper. 

At half-past eleven, I went out to stray through the Rue Saint- 
Honore in front of the closed shops in an attempt to find something 
to eat. I returned with a loaf of bread given me by the porter. There 
were two or three glasses of Frondgnon wine left and not a drop of 
ordinary wine, when the doorbell rang. I was all prepared to give a 
scolding, I opened the door, it was Bellisle. 

He’s going to be an intendant in Spain, in the district of the Army 
of the North. I was afraid he wouldn’t come to see Paris again before 
his exile. 

The belles of the therese street squeeze my hand, especially white 
[Blanche de La Bcrgerie], all of which doesn’t keep me from finding 
them poor litde creatures, very dull, bored and boring. To acquit him- 
self, Crozet talks bombast to them. Crozet is still in love with A., 
piloting his boat like a nincompoop, and he’s gloomy andi spreads 
gloom as the result. That’s what I keep on telling him in order to 
make him a bit of a Bey list; but he balks against it. Voluptuousness 
will never have a true worshiper in him, and he seems to me almost 
irrevocably devoted to gloominess and the respect it procures amid 
this people of monkeys. 
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In a word, since the middle of January, Fve been in a happy frame 
of mind. But I haven’t had moments of inspiration like last July, I 
believe. I’ve grown a little fatter, at least in the legs. The study of music 
has been good for my art. With the peace of mind that good music 
gives me, I reflect on this subject, and with fruit. 

I’m tired of writing. This morning, I sent Mme. Daru a pretty 
bouquet of artificial flowers. 

Classes for the j^uditors have been spoken of in recent months. It 
happens that I’ll probably be first, being in extraordinary service. 

(End of the review of the first two months of 1811.) 

March 77. — It seems to me that my physical happiness with Angeline has 
deprived me of much of my imagination, i make that one or two 

EVERY DAY, SHE FIVE, SIX AND tSOMETIMES NINE TIMES. 

I’m convinced that a comic bard ought to arrange his life in a manner 
quite different from that of Alfieri. He’d have had more intelligence, 
talent and happiness if he hadn’t attempted to struggle proudly 
against institutions that can’t be changed; what he ought to have done 
was to look at life as a masked ball in which a prince isn’t offended 
in the least when a wigmakcr in domino crosses io front of him. 

Taken on this side, Alficri’s character would have contained the 
material for a comedy destined to lead those virtue-stuffed bilious 
people back to Beylism. 

Like all men who aren’t out-and-out imbeciles, I need to be busy 
with work of some 'kind if I’m going to be happy. Holland kept me 
busy for two or three months; ambition, clothes, the Court for a month 
or two; not having much to do at present, I need a long voyage or 
Letellier. 

Tve just been to Pace’s, whence I was driven away by boredom. Yet 
that’s what’s called going out in society. The street jammed with 
carriages. Marie wasn’t there. With her, since my happiness there de- 
pends on her, if she had paid some attention to me, I’d have been 
HAPPY, but without her he boredom was overwhelming. I didn’t work 
with pleasure today. I need Letellier. 

March 20 . — I was sleeping with Angeline. The cannon woke her up at 
ten o’clock. It was the third shot; we counted the twenty-second with 
joy.^ 

At our nineteenth, which was the twenty-second for the public, we 
heard applause in the street. In the most retired places, as in the 

*This was the announcement of the birth of Napoleon’s son, the King of Rome. 
A hundred and twenty-one guns signified a boy, for a girl there would only have 
been twenty-one. 
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gardens of the Musee des Augustins, the twenty-second shot was 
applauded. 

My barber told me that in the Rue Saint-Honorc the people ap- 
plauded as at the appearance of a popular actor. 

It’s a great and happy event. At two o’clock, they already had the 
reply from Lyon. 

Tl^e birth was at twenty minutes past nine, the Moniteur says; at 
ten past nine, the other papers say. 

March 21. — A moment of sadness almost ending in tears, that in which 
I made out my accounts with Bellisle, who was leaving in the evening 
for Spain, maybe for three or four years. I didn’t dare show it. 

This morning we went pistol shooting, for the first time using 
pistols without flintlocks. They fire more quickly. An excellent in- 
vention. In the first three shots I hit two clay birds. Generally speaking, 
when I give my mind to it, I shoot well, very badly when I pull the 
trigger in bad humor. 

Today ’s the day when the matter of the trip to Rome was to have 
been decided. The great event of yesterday prevented M. Daru from * 
working today with His Majesty. That makes three weeks that he hasn’t 
had any work, something extremely rare. 

Yesterday, r pleasant dinner with F. B. and Angcline. She’s gentle 
and loving, but has little feeling for her art. 

This morning I ordered a brace of pistols without flintlocks for 
five hundred francs at the shooting range. 

Ncu/ demonstration of my shortcoming. — I’d have gone to M. De- 
non’s only with the greatest reluctance. Yet it was an excellent sh<iw. 
Every month I miss twelve or fifteen very useful shows through my 
cursed horror of whatever is low. 

In addition to this shortcoming, the folly of amusing myself by 
imagining that I have been insJtcd so I can compose some very 
haughty and insolent replies and picture myself handing out insults 
in return. This morning, as I was going to the shooting range at 
. seven o’clock, I discovered myself indulging in this folly. That makes 
me extremely susceptible, like Alficri killing Elie for having pulled a 
hair out of his head. My folly is almost of the same kind. 

If I could uproot these two shortcomings from my ch >racter. I’d 
have much more talent and be far happier. These weeds possibly have 
a common root. I enjoy my thoughts, the company of other men brings 
me back to reality, and in a disagreeable manner. If I don’t watch out, 
I’m punished by a humiliation, 

March 22, — Bellisle left for Spain at half-past three. His taste for detail, 
his continual dignity, but also his gloominess. He’s a prince, hut 
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princes aren't happy. That’s what the Baron Seguier must be like, I 
saw him (the 23rd) at his solemn audience, where he was a clown. 
I expected to see a nincompoop, the same as almost all the bearers of 
great names. On the contrary, he is a man who is given to laughter. 

On the evening of the 22nd, I went for a walk with Angeline in the 
Champs-Elysees from haif>past eight until half-past ten. Her life story. 
She didn’t find pleasure in the arms of her first lover, a little more 
WITH THE second ANp EVER SO. 

I conclude from this that she is only now reaching her real puberty. 
At the age of thirty, she’ll perhaps have real talent, when the strength 
and luxury of health have arrived. 

March 2j. — I went with Faure to visit the law courts. M. Seguier’s office 
gave me pleasure, all the rest is deadly bourgeois, petty and dull. 
Nothing new for my tour. M. Daru takes his portfolio with him every 
day. His Majesty calls every evening for the list of people who have 
comd to inquire about the health of Their Majesties the Empress ahd 
the King of Rome. 

The head page (M. Sannois), I believe, fell off his Sbrse as he was 
going to the Senate to announce the great news. 

March 25. — I had him sing Udite, set Morelia e La Vendetta. Andiamo 
al letto a mezza notte ed un quarto. L'atno sempre piu teneramente, 
egli i il solo . . . [We went to bed at a quarter past twelve. I love him 
more and more tenderly, and he’s the only one . . . ]. (written by 
Angeline.) 

March 26. — ^We got up and went for lunch to a very cool mezzanine at 
Nicolle’s, behind the Favart (seven francs fifteen sous). From there to 
Monceau. As I was coming back, I thought I recognized Victorine in 
two women walking one behind the other. That touched me, but I con- 
cluded from it that I’d forgotten her, even her face, but not the idea 
of her soul. For the past three weeks, Marie hasn’t been looking at me 
with those eyes filled with love that I’ve observed so often. She has 
had enough of playing up to a ninny, or else the husband has pointed 
out to her that friendship is all very well but evidences of friendship 
too frequently renewed . light be unfavorably interpreted. 

I frighten Probus. I believe he’s what Helvetius said: a strong char- 
acter, or having the reputation of being such, constantly stimulated 
by a little terror. 

Nothing new on the trip to Rome. Never has M. Daru remained 
such a long dme without working with the Emperor. 

March 27.— Nothing new except those damnable rumors of war with 
Russia, which made me tremble for our voyage. 
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Crozct arrived. While waiting for him, I was unable to resume 
Letellier, and yet my mind has need of some intense occupation ; rve 
digested those of my job. They can no longer do anything but occupy 
my time and not my mind. This act of digestion, mingled with Enjoy- 
ments of vanity, lasted through September, October, November, 
December, January and February', 1811, which makes six months dur- 
ing which time I’ve composed enough to fill two notebooks as large 
as this one and of the same paper. 

Fve just skimmed through Brydonc; although he doesn’t describe 
precisely enough, he aroused some enthusiasm in me. I thanked 
nature to have a soul capable of finding happiness in majestic scenes 
of nature; they have the same effect on me as good music, things 
which make absolutely no impression on Pace. Traveling will be a 
great source of happiness for me. I observe that you should go in a 
party of two or three. 

Sicily, if ever I can go there, presents two advantages : human nature 
there i< as distinctive and curious to study as the nature of plants 
and stones. have rare sensations if 1 lived for a month in some wild, 
cavern on Etna. I’m writing this in a perfectly suitable apartment 
(for me and my position of ambition), and furthermore one of the 
gayest in Par^. Put this capital of the greatest of modern empires is 
blunted for me, I’m blase to its pleasures. I’ve leaped over most of 
them with my feet bound; that is, I didn’t have them at the time they 
might have given me pleasure, and they seem to me insipid now that 
I’m able to attain them; as may be seen, I haven’t the frivolous and 
vain character that is needed if Paris is to be enjoyed in its entirety. 
But, on the other hand, I could experience^ in the caverns of Etna and 
before the immense crags of Norway, sensations that are invisible to 
the true Parisian, who would be aware of nothing in these places but 
the bad dinners and the beds stuffed with peach pits; instead of 
playing boston and having my charm admired. I’m going tonight to 
hear / Nemici Generosi, a product of that fine Neapolitan plant, 
Cimarosa. But, on the other hand, it would be folly to feel badly be- 
cause I’ll only be a Master of Requests five or six years after the 
people who pay twenty calls a day two hundred days out of the year, 

like THIS POOR FELLOW N . . . WHO WAS ONE OF THIS EVENINGS AT M. 
D[aru’s] THE MOTHER, and who spent, with his pregnant ^- ife, a long 
half hour listening to her spout twaddle. 

You mustn’t desire things that are incompatible. 

It occurred to me that the Italian trip would separate me for a 
long time from Shakespeare, and I reread Romeo and Juliet with un- 
diminished admiration; I observed how much this great poet had 
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Italianized his characters, I saw with pleasure his poetics in this passage 

(act III, SCENE THE THIRd) : 

Romeo to Friar Lawrence 

Thou canst not speak of what thou dost not feel: 

Wert thou as young as I, Juliet thy love, 

An hour but married, Tybalt murdered, 

Doting like rrie, and like me banished. 

Then mightst thou speak, then mightst thou tear thy hair, 

And fall upon the ground, as I do now, 

Taking the measure of an unmade grave. 

Why put this passage here? To read the verse of the greatest of 
THE BARDS in Italy, before the most beautiful nature in the world. 
March 27. — ^My mind has digested Holland, I need some substantial 
occupation; if it weren’t for the speme del viaggio a Roma [hope of 
the Rome trip], I’d resume work on Letellier, but 1 may leave any day. 
I certainly hope that tomorrow will see my report sigUpd. they speak 
MUCH OF WAR WITH RUSSIA. It would be charming, upon returning from 
Italy, to be transferred to an active army.^ My two shortcomings re- 
sulting from misanthropy make it advantageous for me to be absolutely 
forced to see and mingle with people.* 

To while away the time, I tried to read Cinna. I admired the style, 
but I didn’t finish it. I thought of Shakespeare; I read Romeo, it 
seemed as though I were rereading something I’d written the pre- 
vious month, so naturally did the sentiments spring from my own out- 
look. 1 found Shakespeare’s poetics in Romeo, page no (Act III, 
Scene III); I was delighted to sec that I think exactly like that 

UNDERSTANDING SOUL. 

March 2S . — Crozet arrived at nine o’clock.® 

I arrived March 28 at nine o’clock in the morning; Henri and I 
went to M. Z’s, who hasn’t worked yet. I thought everything had been 
arranged and that we were to leave tomorrow at the latest. It’s im- 
possible to write too clearly, even to people of intelligence. 

April /. — We went to M. Z’s this morning at half-past nine. Henri saw 
an order at M. Corbeau’s to send M. Nanteuil to Rome and to write 

That happened. Charming isn’t exactly the word that applies. February 25, 1813. 
[Note added by Beyle.] 

That’s impossible for me, it's too foreign to my character, it gives me too much 
unhappiness through boredom and by depriving me of all happiness through the 
arts. [Note by Beyle.] 

The following entryj as well as that of April i, as far as the space, was written 
by Crozet 
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Pace to do what Henri was to have done himself. We believed our- 
selves to be entirely out of the running. 

At the same time, we thought that M. Nanteuil might be sent ahead 
to take care of the most urgent work: M. Z, not knowing when the 
report on this young man could be presented to H. M., might have 
taken this measure temporarily. This thought showed us that there 
might still be some hope. 

On the other hand, the rumors of war with Alessandro [Alexander 
I], which are circulating with more and more persistence, are unfavor- 
able to our voyage. For, if M. Z wants to be Intendant and take Henri 
with him, he won*t send him to Rome. 

While we were making these conjectures, it was announced that 
M. Z was going to His Majesty’s and working with him until five 
o’clock. We venture to hope that this work will hold up Corbeau’s 
order. But we are afraid of Pace’s jealousy and intrigues, and we are 
all too aware that he can fill Henri's functions and spare H. M. 6,000 
francs. 

He. Ill ..iied to get in a word with Mmc. Z before M. Z went to the 
palace, bur ne wasn’t able to see her until after his departure. She* 
seemed to have no doubts as to the success of the affair. 

We retired rather worried, Henri very annoyed and even a bit 
angry, I ratlicr out of sorts, and we began reading Macbeth, Felix 
came, and we made him acquainted with the circumstances. He bet 
I to 6 in our favor and that’s all. 

It’s six o’clock and that’s how things stand. M. Z is working right 
now with His Majesty. We’re going to Henri’s office to try to get some 
news. What would vex us more than anything else would be for the 
work to have been put off again. 

A superb evening. I was acutely sensitive to it as I left the excellent 
M. Z’s at eleven o’clock sharp. I had arrived there at half-past ten, 
endeavoring to be firm. Mme. Dam said, “Ah, here’s Beyle, w^ho’s 
coming to learn whether he’s going to leave! Well, there’s nothing 
new, my husband didn’t work with the Emperor . . . and the 
details. 

I said, “Might I venture to ask you, monsieur, if you arc still plan- 
ning to present the report in which I am mentioned?” 

“Yes, but nothing has been done about it, it’s there with he others.” 

A minute later, in connection with nothing, he said, “Get your Court 
cloaks ready; the Emperor won’t delay in going to Rome . . . , he’ll 
be going before long.” 

I embraced Martial with pleasure; his w’ifc and he spoke to me of 
my voyage to Rome. Martial looked tired out. They only sat down to 
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dinner at half-past nine. M. Dam had been waiting at the Tuileries 
since five o’clock. 

This has been a day that forms the character; twenty a year like this 
one, and I’d almost become an Ambassador. I owe much gratitude to 
Mme. Daru. 

April /S//.— Walk in the Parc Monceau the 3rd, Crozet’s advice to be 
followed. 

Intimacy is beginning with Probus; he himself had the impulse to 
invite me to dinner the 15th of April. 

The hope of the tovr through italy has kept Crozet and me in a 
state of agitation for a fortnight. I’m more and more disgusted with 
the human rabble, and am never so happy as when, shut up at home, 
I don’t even hear the doorbell ring. This feeling attaches me to 
Angeline. 

Faure, gloomier and gloomier, takes everything I say to him badly 
and appears to be getting more distant with me. Crozet is also some- 
times irritated at jokes. 

April 77. — Crozet and I worked reading L'Avare until f^ur o’clock. At 
four o’clock, I went to the office. I was told that M. Daru had asked 
for me. Mar&hal told me that M. Daru was Minister Secretary of 
State. 

April 18 . — Every day since April i, we’ve been waiting for the work 
with His Majesty, the result of which would have sent us to breathe 
the air of fair Italy. 

Faure and Crozet opened my Moniteur, I saw in it that M. Daru 
had taken his oath. Seeing decrees signed by him, I had a moment 
of keen pleasure on the Teriasse des Fcuillants. 

Finally at eleven o’clock I saw Mme. Daru. At five-thirty in the 
evening, I embraced M. Daru wholeheartedly, and he received me 
with kindness. The dog of ambition has bitten M. de Baure. “I find 
mysfelf the brother-in-law of a Minister,” he told me this morning. I 
believe he looks on me as something of a rival (he makes a great 
mistake). 

April 20.— Faure, Crozet and I left for Rouen and the sea. The trip 
was a very good one. There’s only one thing wrong with those fellows, 
and that’s not to be jolly enough, but to get mad sometimes at jokes. 
That’s what I call a bourgeois way of acting. 

Everything’s all right with maria. I continue to lay every night 
With Angeline. 
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Diary of Qur Voyage to the Sea 
Left April 29, Returned May 3 


We left punctually on scheduled time (4 o’clock, April 29), we traveled 
at a speed worthy of the most advanced civilization. It’s sixty-three 
miles from Paris to Rouen, and. we arrived there in four hours. The 
climate changed five or six times during our trip, it was cold and dis- 
agreeable in general, the opposite of what I’d imagined. At the 53rd 
mile, we descended a rather agreeable, and above all very fertile, 
valley; it’s obvious that the soil is far superior to that surrounding 
Paris and presenting the accurate symbol of the warmth of the souls in 
that region. The souls of Rouen would be quite ridiculous if they 
were to be judged by the streets of that city. In general, its an execrable 
hole,' worse than Grenoble — everything that’s the opposite of 
majestic. We s;*w the house where Corneille was born June 9, 1606,, 
in the Rue de la Pie. There arc some fine boulevards and a few 
passable streets. 

April 50. — I’ve *’«er» the sea again. The odor of tar reminded me vividly 
of Marseilles and Melanie. Is it absolutely impossible for me ever to 
fall in love again? Still so young, shall I be obliged to renounce my 
heart? This is the sad result of being devoured by passion and having 
the misfortune to have been cast into the maelstrom too young. 

The inhabitants of the coasts ought to be less narrow-minded than 
those of the interior. The sea, which encloses the idea of the infinite, 
is beneath their eyes, they talk incessantly of the dangers to which it 
gives birth, of the courage with which these dangers arc surmounted, 
and the quick fortunes liiade in maritime trade. The conversation of 
the weary sailor returning to port is less stupid than that of the notary 
of Bourges. I thanked my good fortune to be no longer a soldier; 
when you sec the life of those animals from ancar, you’re obliged to 

' forgive them for their outspoken ways, it’s the poor devils’ sole 
pleasure. 

The servant of the commissioner general of police pleased me 
through her honest and obliging manner. She was very useful to us, 
and her master was very polite. Wc saw the lighthouse, which was 
shown us by an intelligent young man. Here too was a new invention, 
which they arc testing out tonight. The number of new inventions in 
details involving mechanics and chemistry is immense. The beacon can 
be seen nixie leagues away. We could distinguish the coast going 
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toward Cherbourg at a distance of twenty-five leagues. Le Havre is a 
pretty little town. 

Forever skinned alive by the inns; the Council of State ought to do 
something about it. 

May j } — ^Set sail at ten minutes after five May i, i8ii. The owner of 
the boat had an intelligent appearance, his name is Victor . . . and he’s 
the father of thirteen children, of whom eight are girls. There was a 
second sailor who also displayed intelligence, and who had sailed 
around the world vwith Captain Baudin, On his face there was that 
contemptuous expression which indicates the true philosopher (Henri). 
The boat, which cost 6,000 francs fully rigged with nets, appeared to be 
an excellent one and sailed very rapidly. It pitched as it started out, 
a pleasurable emotion. For an hour, this pleasure was pure; lofty ideas 
of immensity, reflections on the ordinary influence of the sea on the 
sailors, who have more intelligence and character than people of a 
similar rank on land. Nausea. Low spirits. Vomiting. Crozet started 
by feeling dizzy, his eyes smarting; his head was affected, and finally 
going into the cabin, where he sat down, he vomited, with very painful 
convulsions of the stomach. The vomiting spell came after we had been 
out four hours, and it relieved him greatly for half an hour. Two hours 
later, a second vomiting spell, but not so painful as the first. At noon, 
when we tacked, a headache came on and remained with him as far 
as Le Havre, and even lasted a full half hour after we landed.* 

May 2. — Left Le Havre at four o’clock in the morning. At the posthouse, 
Crozet had almost the same disappointment as I in leaving Strasbourg 
at the Kehl bridge two years ago. We were in the cabriolet with Henri. 
At lunch, Crozet joined us. Pretty countryside all the way to Rouen. 
Many trees. I especially liked the way the hedges were trimmed. The 
thatched roofs that can be seen through the great screens of beeches 
produce an excellent effect. 

Arrived in Rouen at noon. Barber. Baths where the service was quite 
good, and from which there was a pretty view; as we were leaving, 
we had that of a little girl from Caux who was chatting with an 
old woman distributing tickets. This little girl had beautiful eyes and a 
pretty figure, we looked her a long time, praising her (in English). 
I thought I noticed that during this time the old woman’s eyes showed 
benevolence for us. 

I climbed up the steeple of the Cathedral, which is very high. The 

The following three entries were written by Faurc, but the manuscript has the 
annotation, “Written from Henri’s dictation.” 

^Diaries kept of the trip to Le Havre by Crozet and Faure reveal that Faurc and 
Beyle were also sick during the boat ride. 
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wind was very strong and the weather was good. This steeple is of 
wood covered with lead; the view from it is superb. 

Rouen is situated in a sort of half nest formed by the hillsides that 
surround it and that are unfortunately not wooded. The diameter of 
the nest is formed by the Seine; opposite Rouen, the Seine’s course 
describes a sort of crescent, it flows at the foot of the slopes which 
follow the same direction, and the terrain it encloses is a fine plain 
dotted with woods, prairies and arable ground. This plain rises im- 
perceptibly in such a way that the line connecting the two extremities 
of the crescent are almost the same height as the slopes. The boulevards 
of Rouen arc comparable to those of Paris, but are not, however, lined 
with such fine houses. We followed them on our return from the 
steeple, we passed before an orchard where some cows with enormous 
udders were grazing on very green and abundant grass, the whole be- 
longing to a hospital. 

After dinner, we went to the theater; they were giving Crispin 
MSdeci*^ one of the farces in which Tve noticed that the most is made 
of the jokes, good and bad; a very mediocre orchestra. Near me L 
noticed a woman sitting between her husband and her lover and look- 
ing sidewise at the latter, observing the former with an ardor and an 
expression ih'’*. I wasn't near enough to make out. 

May — ^'Phe same driver took us back to Paris. Unfortunatelv, we were 
inside the coach with two men who, I believe, were tradesmen, and a 
little woman with a gentle, almost distinguished face, and in whom 
Henri found a striking resemblance to his sister. I didn’t share this 
impression. It appeared that, had the voyage been of some duration, 
and especially had we been traveling at night, we might have been 
able to tame her without much difficulty. 

I slept quite a bit on the way. Read Franklin as much as the jogging 
of the coach permitted, and with much pleasure. There was nothing 
remarkable anyway. Montmorency. Arrived in Paris at four o’clock.^ 
May — Matrimimy. 

Felix handed Mme. H. . . . a letter I had written her through him 
, and in which I expressed the desire to obtain the h\nd of hfr 
DAUGHTER. Maybc shj’s thinking of remarrying. .She has already been 
asked for her daughter, she’ll have quite a large fortune when she’s 
between thirty and forty. 

Felix gave me the very wise advice to speak of this to Mme. Z. 

Mme. H. appears to me to have a mind that’s not in the least 
bourgeois, she shows signs of having the diplomatic mind of a woman 
of the Court. 

^Herc ends the section in Faure*s handwriting. 
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Mmc. H. thought at first that it was a question of her herself.^ 
She seems to be planning to settle her daughter’s fortune, perhaps so 
she can remarry. Her son-in-law will have to affect the appearance of 
a very gentle character, to look as though he didn’t have any char- 
acter at all. 

My father appears to be driven into his last intrenchment, his tender 
affection is probably going to be driven into doing me a service which 
is profitable to him. 

I’ll say to Marie, “It is fitting for my fortune that I marry, but my 
heart is not involved. I have never spoken to the young lady whose 
hand has been asked for me.’’ She’s the daughter of M. L[eschenault]. 


MEMOIRS OF MY LOVE, AMONG THE AMIABLE SEATS OF 
MONTMORENCY Valley 


June 1811.— History of the battle of May p, /8//.— On May . . . , 

1811 , 1 was returning from my office at three o’clock, bored with Paris, 
with the heat and with not being in the country with the woman I 
loved, when I was handed the following note . . ? 

I left Saturday, May [25], at eight o’clock. I covered ten leagues 
in four hours. As I approached the chateau^ my heart beat with 
timidity. 

I was greeted with eagerness, gaiety and a shade of tenderness, 
which was especially manifest through the fact that ten minutes never 
went by without my arm being taken or something being said to me. 
As for myself, I had planned to say that I was in love, I reproached 
myself nightly for not having put my plan into execution. Driven by 
remorse, I believe I’d have spoken Tuesday, but upon the arrival of 
MISTRESS Dubignon it was decided that I should stay until Sunday 
evening (June 2, 1811). That gave my timidity a little respite. I spent 
eight days at ... ; this ^^riod was a happy isle for me. I was deb- 
onair, and Mme. Palfy was infinitely so with me. 

On May 31, I wrote the following: The army I was copamanding 
was full of terror and looked on the undertaking as beyond its capac- 
ity. That is what I told myself with rage on May 30 as I walked in 

*A ludicrous mistake. [Note by Beyle.] 

*Beyle neglected to include the text of the note in his diary, but it was obviously 
an invitation to visit the Dams at their country home in B^heville. 

*The Chiteau de Becheville, the Darus* country seat, which was not at Mont- 
morency, but near Meulan, on the Seine. 
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the park alone at a quarter past eleven after everyone else had retired. 
Heavy clouds were passing before the moon, I contemplated their 
flight and 1 thought of the tender mythology of Ossian in order to 
take my mind off my dissatisfaction with myself. Five or six obvious 
reasons showed me the advantage and necessity of engaging in battle, 
but all my courage vanished at the sight of the enemy. Another step, 
and rd have blown out my brains rather than tell a woman who 
possibly loves me that I love her. And I’m twenty-eight years old, and 
Tve seen the world, and I’ve got some character! I understood per- 
fectly why young German lovers frequently prefer to drink poison in 
a glass of lemonade to fleeing together. 

My moments of remorse were terrible. The night of the 28th, to 
mention but one, was horrible. I realized that, wherever I went, the 
thought of having side-stepped such an excellent opportunity would 
make me unhappy. The next morning I was really ill. The following 
night, I didn’t dare think of my cowardice, I drove out the thought 
and^sought only to distract myself. 

^^cdnesday, May 29, we went for a walk in the prettiest of English 
gardens (the hermitage) . She left us and walked for some time with 
Mme. Dubignon. The ladies returned in my calash; seeing that my 
presence in ^licir midst interrupted their conversation, I remained 
standing against the coachman’s seat. On the return from the walk, as 
the night was falling, she took my arm: 

“Come, my dear c[ousin], so 1 may tell you what I was saying to 
Mme. Dubignon.” Inquiries upon his servants. — all the history of 

THE MATRIMONY WITH . . . (ALREADY SAID TO ME AT PRATER, JacqUCminOt 

WAS WITH us),^ She spoke of her suitors. We weren’t more than a 
hundred paces from the chateau; I made an effort and said to her: 

**This role is ridiculous and I thoroughly realize it because before 
long I’m perhaps going to play it.” 

I told her that, yielding to the entreaties of my friends and of a 
quite near relative of mine, married in Paris (Mme. Josephine Longuc- 
ville), I had allowed them to ask the hand of Mile. Jenny H. for me 
a few days before. She gave me a little sermon on marriage with a 
rather concerned look. When I went into the house, the children fell 
on me, and I told them a story; this story lasted at least half an hour. 
When I came back to the others, I found die Grdffin Paiiy seated on 
the sofa between Mme. Dubignon and her mother, her eyes red and 
looking straight ahead, the eyelids continually lowered, as when a 
person is holding back tears, and her face pale. That touched me. She 
began to sew, keeping her face turned away. I read a litde dramatic 
*Sce undated entry in November 1809. 
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piece; but I clearly saw that she didn’t raise her eyes from her sewing, 
and that she held her head lower than usual. 

I BELIEVED TO SEE IN THOSE TEARS AN EVIDENT PROOF OF HER LOVE FOR 

ME, and the following night, as I’ve said, was terrible for me. My 
bashfulness no longer had an excuse for deferring. I thought of two or 
three forms of declaration. This word was mentioned at dinner that 
day or the day before, and Mme. Dubignon, whom I believe to be in 
on the secret, an idea that was beginning to be given me by what she 
said at the time, said one should only make a declaration when one was 
sure of being loved, that at that time they weren’t difficult, that one 
should speak out, etc., etc. She added some encouraging maxims. 

Die Grdffin Palfy went out on some business with her steward. 
While'joking with Mme. Dubignon during her absence, I happened 
to say, "My spirit of enterprise" Mme. Dubignon, a gloomy, bilious 
woman, desiring to be amused, w'ho doesn’t often laugh — and never 
except at something really ridiculous — , burst out laughing and then 
resumed her serious manner. From which I concluded that she was 
in on the secret. My melancholy was marked all that Thursday; I 
wanted to appear melancholy, and from my face it gained my heart. 
Mme. Palfy was possibly gayer than usual. 

May — Today, getting up, piqued at appearing as ridiculous as a bash- 

ful Orestes in Mme. Dubignon’s eyes e forsc, forse delV amato oggretto 
[and perhaps, perhaps in those of the loved oncj, I resolved to be gay 
and to make a declaration allegro risoluto. I even wrote out two 
formulas in pencil, 1 carried this paper with me all day to aid me in 
case- of need, and I’m burning it now. 

When I went downstairs about nine o’clock this morning, we were 
alone in the salon. She was pale, depressed, her eyes tired; maybe she’d 
been crying. She tcjld me that she's scarcely slept a wink. She has been 
complaining of that ever since she arrived here. She made an attempt 
to sing with her harp, and gave up, not being in voice. She played a 
game of billiards with me, and it w^as while we were playing that my 
gaiety began. 

We went to accompan/ her father to the ferry of Triel. from 
THERE, a visit to a country gentleman. Mme. Dubignon told me as we 
were going through a pretty w(X)d in my calash that Mme. Palfy’s 
religion was at stake, but that she was convinced it was genuine at 
present. It’s quite in the above-mentioned lady’s character to have 
sounded me out on this matter. 

“Oh certainly!” I answered. “That’s the result of education: her 
mother is so religious!” 

A reply that I find a good one. if ever the grdffin did reproach 
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TO ME MY BASHFULNESS, TO ANSWER THAT UPON HER RELIGION, 1 SHOULD 

FEAR being kept at a distance, which would be the worst of all evils. If 
Mme. Dubignon wanted to sound me out, it*s clear that I’m loved and 
that religion isn’t what it ought to be in the heart of Palfy. 

My eyes ache from having a globe of fire [a lampj between her and 
me all evening, and I’m going to bed (May 31 ) at five minutes to 
twelve. 

Tlie foregoing is copied from a sheet of paper brought from B., with 
a few reflections added. I ought to have written the sequel the next day, 
but, either from laziness or the fear of diminishing my pleasure, I 
didn’t write, and now everything' is mixed up. Felix reproached me 
for not having written to her. 

About three o’clock, 1 was very debonair, she looked at me fre- 
quently and tenderly, there was possibly even some reproach in her 
eyes because I was so gay. At a quarter past five, after the little girls 
had become quiet, she left her loom and said, “ 1 * 1 ! play the harp a 
little.’* She sang, Ruisseau . . . , etc., and then, II est trop tard. 

She put an expression that seemed to me unmistakable into the 
latter ballad; she had the passionate look that I’ve so rarely seen in 
her and that so illy suits her character; her eyes staring straight ahead, 
red and serious, her face pale, the movements of her head jerky. She 
never took her eyes off me. There was one verse, the last 1 believe, that 
almost made me lower my eyes, so unmistakable was the application: 
it was absolutely my own position. A new stab of the dagger, because 
I realized the necessity of going forward. We dined. A few minutes 
after dinner, she said with visible agitation: 

“My cfousinj, come and take a turn with me.’’ 

She usually says these things to me in a gay manner that covers 
everything; there was less gaiety than usual, and especially a very pro- 
nounced movement of the head to urge me to come. 

1 went out by the window A, Mme. Dubignon took possession of 
HER MOTHER AND THE BOVS. They remained fifty paces behind us, which 
didn’t seem to me to be very natural. From A to U we were occupied 
with nonsense which concealed a little mutual embarrassment: she 
was surprised that I hadn’t received any letters, asked me for news of 
Fairisland, told me the name of a plant at a. From B to C, I attempted 
to take heart a little; when we reached the poplar C, it <?eems to me 
that I said to her: 

“I’m certainly a silly fool, I’m not happy at Becheville.” 

“Yes, it seems to me ... , etc.” 

She talked to me, I believe, of my matrimony with jenny. I an- 
swered that it wasn’t that that made me unhappy. 
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'You have only friendship for ine> and I love you passionately.** 

I was upset as I pronounced these words; we held each other’s arms 
all through the combat, at this moment I took her hand, which 1 
squeezed; 1 even tried to kiss it. She replied that I ought not to think 
of such a thing, that I ought not to see anything more in her than a 
c[ousin] who was friendly toward me. I replied that I had loved her for 
eighteen months, that I had succeeded in concealing my love in Paris 
by not seeing her soipedmes for eight or ten days when I felt I loved 
her too much ... I told her, among other bright things; 

“Yesterday, I was terribly unhappy.” 

“And why?” 

“Because that affected me more than usual.” 

This is the only word in the entire conversation of which I am 
tcxtually sure. It will be said that that’s not worth the trouble, but I 
remember it precisely because it was remarkable for something else. 
It seems to me that Biran is right: he says we don’t remember sensa- 
tions that are nothing but acute and pure pleasure, or pain of the 
same kind. 

She questioned me at length without looking at me (she was pro- 
tected by her straw hat) on the marriage. 1 remember that, among 
other things, she said:. 

“A person gets married through ambition or love; do you believe 
you’ll be happy with that young lady? Do you know her? etc.” 

I replied that I wasn’t marrying through ambition, even less through 
love, since she herself was the only one I loved. She told me that she 
was .an old woman who shouldn’t be thinking about such things any 
longer . . . Her agitation increased because she was apparently speak- 
ing from her heart. She said: 

“Young men say those things to women so they can boast of them 
and tell about them among themselves.” 

I even believe she added: 

“She who believed (these things) would be unhappy indeed! . . . 
You’ll go and repeat what you’re saying to me.” 

I answered that with t! e indignation of an honorable man: 

“What kind of an opinion do you have of me? etc., etc.” 

In her reply she said: 

“Until now, I’ve kept myself intact.” (That isn’t the word she used 
but an equivalent.) This idea returned twice in a very conspicuous 
way. 

If, in the vegetable garden, near G, I’d had the courage to follow 
up two or three slightly affectionate arguments, maybe I’d have heard 
her say that she loved me. She was terribly upset, and I was too. We 
arrived at the iron gate F, it was closed, we called a gardener, and 
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went some twoscore paces to rejoin her mother and Mme. Dubignon, 
who had been following us at a decent distance all the time. She let 
go of my arm, and took theirs; we went as far as the swans. The 
path wasn’t wide enough for me to walk beside the three ladies, which 
prevented me from looking at her as much as I would have liked to, 
but I saw, while playing with the children, that she leaned against the 
other two ladies as though she were weak, that she was very pale, had 
red eyes, looked as though she had been crying, and amid all that 
there seemed to be something or other of the tender emotion of 
happiness. She didn’t look at me and didn’t say a word to me all the 
time the stroll lasted. Upon our return, she left us a moment, and came 
back looking as though she had shed some tears of happiness for a 
minute or two. 

In the wood, I was happy with love, but the cessation of remorse 
didn’t give me the immense pleasure I anticipated, in comparison with 
the mental suffering it caused me. 

Dyring the walk, Mme. Dubignon looked at me with a little smile of 
satisfaction, which led me to believe more and more that she was in 
on the secret. Slie let me take her out in a boat, I believe, in order to" 
observe more closely my ridiculousness or my love. A man in this 
position is always a touching sight for a wopian. Upon entering my 
little room In the evening, however, I experienced a feeling of joy 
to be free from remorse, but, as I said, the lamp had made my eyes and 
head ache. 

The next day, Saturday, June i, she neither looked at me nor spoke 
to me; she hesitated at the table as she said, **My cousin, will you have 
some of this.?” As she had placed me at her side the first day, she was 
a little embarrassed to know where to turn her eyes. My momentary 
disgrace and her slightly passionate look seemed to me to be visible to 
the others; and if Mme. Dubignon isn’t a voluntary confidante, she’s 
undoubtedly an involuntary one. I think it’s the same with Mile. 
Camelin and Mme. Deschenes. 

Saturday evening, we went to a charming wood. I was ten or 
twelve paces ahead with her, she kept me from speaking of my love 
by talking to me about herself w^ith great volubility. However, I said 
to her: 

“It seems as though you hated me since yesterday. You don’t even 
look at me.” 

She replied: 

“I believe so, but I look at you as usual.” 

As a matter of fact, from this moment she looked at me and talked 
to me as usual. 

Sunday, she had the look of happy love; she had slept well, you could 
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see happiness conscious of her happiness on her slightly pallid face; 
she had a few attentions of love for me, especially as she gave me 
two little bouquets of balm. The time to leave was drawing near. 

Mme. Nardot, who displayed perfect gaiety and kindness, had told 
me the previous evening that they had planned to urge me and Mme. 
Dubignon to stay until today, Monday, at eleven o’clock in order 
that we ‘might all leave together. But I considered that Mme. Palfy 
didn't press me sufficiently. Moreover, I wasn’t displeased to have 
her see Palfy without me. I rather hope that she found the evening 
long, and that this morning was less gay than usual. 

When the time came to leave, I had a human failing: I keenly 
desired to stay, Mme. Dubignon did too, but didn’t want to force me. 
Perhaps* she was counting on niy love to make me stay. Things were 
at this point when, at half-past six, they came in to say, “The hoiscs arc 
hitched to the calash.” I said laughingly, “Well, that’s that.” I arranged 
everything. I had need of laughing, for I felt a violent desire to weep. 

We got in, I w'aited for some time in front of the door, it seemed 
to me that I saw tears in her eyes, I kissed her tenderly. This kiss re- 
called that OF Wien.^ 

We started out briskly with Alexandre, who galloped to open the 
gates for us. The bilious Mme, Dubignon never got on my nerves so 
much; she set about talking ambition with me, the positions held by 
M. Z, his character. I was in a soft mood, those beautiful and very green 
woods were in harmony with my soul. I’d have gladly chucked her out 
the window as we w^ere crossing the Saint-Denis plain. We arrived at 
a quarter past eleven, having left at twenty to seven. We stopped 
three quarters of an hour at Saint-Germain, and left there at nine 
o’clock. It was a quarter past eleven when 1 awoke Angcline. 

Since my arrival, Paris has been ghastly boredom for me. I think 
I’m going to dine with her Wednesday. 

June 5. — It seems to me that you become awkward if you think too much 
about proper behavior w'hen you’re about to enter a salon; you may 
reflect on it, if necessary, a long time in advance, but when the dance 
begins you should do what you please — think about it if your heart so 
desires; if not, read or start talking. 

I wasn’t exactly what you might call awkward yesterday. My entry 
into the salon might serve to give me an idea of that of a minister; 
everyone showed eagerness to speak to me, I didn’t have time to listen 
to each person’s politenesses, I smiled at everyone. The single person 
who interested me was the one to whom I spoke the least. 

Dinner was announced as soon as I arrived, a quarter past five. Mme. 
^Scc entry of November 20, 1809. 
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de Palfy was pretty and had very high colors. Was it the heat? Was 
it the presence of her lover ? 

I almost expected to be obliged to advise her to be careful. It so 
happened that her behavior was perfect, and that I was the one who 
sinned against this virtue. 

My first mi.stakc was as we left for a walk after dinner; she was 
gesticulating with her right arm while talking to miss Ka. [Mile, de 
Camelin]. I passed my arm about hers, which was in the air. It was 
gay, it was good form, but it might have suggested too much familiar- 
ity, and it was very clumsy to anticipate the desire. 

During the walk, I happened to say we once or twice. This mis- 
placed we compromised her and me. 

She didn’t respond to my hand squeezes. We were forty pacts 
ahead of the others during the walk, but Pulcheiie [Le Brim] was 
with us, so this separation was only slightly imprudent and not at 
all advantageous. Instead of going at ten o’clock, I only left her at a 
quarts, u cwelve. his moiher kept us waiting and bored us beyond 
endurance; she’j almost completely in her dotage, her soul is displayed 
in its nakedness, and what a petty soul it is! Not vile, but respectable, 
unfeeling, timorous and devoid of all generosity, as hie soll ob Pace 
in this last re ^ci.^ 

June 6. — Dinner at the bilious lady’s home (Saint-Gratien). 

I got there at half-past five, at the same time as Mme. Palfy. I gave 
her my hand without utteiing a word. We went in; instead of staying 
with her, I looked out the w'indow. The husband being nothing more 
than a Kafir, the character of the mistress of the house was com- 
municated to everyone. The dinner was excellent and too voluminous, 
and the company extremely dismal. I was the same. 

Only, about nine o’clock, and as Mme. de Palfy got up to return (to 
Paris), I took her hand, which I squeezed several times. She didn’t 
withdraw it; I even had the impression that she responded slightly. 
She was cool, gay, indifferent during the first hours; it seemed to me 
• that her indifference vanished a bit when the time came to separate. 

Did I behave well or badly? I’ve no idea. At least, I w^as perfectly 
natural. Will that proud coolness, opposed to her coolness, determine 
her to take a few steps or to abandon alP I’d forgotten icr letters, 
she said with considerable bitterness; 

“You think of me only when you see me.” 

I made some witless reply. I cursed a bit upon leaving her. 

*How could anyone be so asinine^ At bottom, reading this makes me impatient: 
to be so near happiness and not to obtain it' Poor woman, I feel sorry for her* 
April 29, 1819. [Note added by Beyle, j 

O 
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Jt4nc 7 . — I haven’t seen anybody. I worked for six hours at my office. 
I sent off her letters to her, together with this one: 

“I don’t know, madame, whether the two letters herewith enclosed 
say what they ought to say: this one will be more fortunate if you 
deign .to sec in it the expression of my respectful devotion. 

“be B.” 


It seems to me that this letter is a little ill-natured. 

June JO, — I arrived at Saint-Graiicn^ at half-past seven. They wxre at 
dinner. I waited, I saw hlaxtmus [ Napoleon | quite clearly. Her greet- 
ing when she saw me only briefly had the same eager and heedless ap- 
peafahee as before the battle. Her manner with me during our walk in 
the lovely solitary paths of the reserved park at Saint-Cloud was entirely 
new: a thoughtful and natural little look; the look, 1 might add, of a 
person who is enjoying his happiness. No attack on my part, outside 
some slight squeezes of the arm, to which she didn’t respond. We 
composed some rebuses, I thought I saw her become more tender as 
the time to separate neared. 

She said to the bilious lady, “We made up some rebuses with Palfy 
after you were pleased to leave us.” As she pronounced the under- 
lined words, she regarded me with a look that 1 didn't understand at 
first, but a minute later it appeared remarkable to me. 

“Read this rebus in a low voice.” 

I whispered in her car: 

“I love you.” 

She resumed after a minute of silence: 

“There’s no ‘I love you,’ but *I love.’ ” 

I squeezed a bare arm above the elbow, she didn't withdraw her arm 
from the armchair on which it was leaning. To finish up the account 
of these microscopic adventures, I made up a rebus which said with 
pleasant and insincere asinimty: “The earth is round and large, but I 
love only the spot that you’re in.” 

June II. — I DINE WITH HER. 

I heard three or four persons say how do you do, and forty new- 
comers reply that their health was good. In all these compliments, not 
a single one stood our by its wit. An evening couldn’t have been more 
inane. Love made me persevere until a quarter past eleven. 

There was a difference between Maria and her husband. It was over 
a carriage arrangenient, a bit of nonsense. Why on earth does that 
intelligent man cut the roots of his wife’s affection because of things 
so stupid.^ 

There was a noticeable tete-a-tete at a window with F[lorian]. He 
‘Here, as in the entry of June 6, Saint-Gratien means Saint-Cloud. 
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doesn't cultivate her, and frequently lets twenty-five days go by with- 
out seeing her. Has he been her lover and does this coolness give 
him a new charm in lady maria’s eyes? Does she want to cloak her 
attachment for me, or docs she want to whip up my blood? It’s certain 
that she succeeded in the latter, not through her confidences to Florian, 
but through her coolness to me. 

The morning [of June 14], as I got up, I was utterly transported by 
the thought of going to Monthgnon [Saint-Cloud] and of seeing her. I 
reached there tired out and more in the mood to enjoy the pleasant 
languor of happy love than to act with firmness in order to procure 
some happiness from this love. I had a moment of marked bashfulncss 
upon going into her salon, where she was. She only looked at me rarely 
and in moments when the most exacting prudence could not disap- 
prove of these looks. 

Yesterday, we returned at a quarter ic nine. She got dressed, I went 
near the door to squeeze her hand a moment. The first part of this 
maneir'er could be noticed. I squeezed her hand without reciprocity. 
She left for patjlina’s house at nine o’clock. I gave her my hand tq, 
help her down, which perhaps wasn’t the height of prudence, it was 
clear that this gave me the only tete a-tctc that could have taken place 
during the 

But alas, { ^vV did I employ it! I tried to take her hand, which she 
withdrew, I didn’t have the courage to say an amiable phrase to her 
which she would have been sure to comment on during the tedious 
ride of three quarters of an hour. As she withdrew her hand, I said 
spiritedly, “What! Not even that?” As she didn’t answer, I put her 
into her carriage silently. 

June 16 . — I clearly saw His Majesty pass on his return to the Tuileries 
from the Legislative Corps, on the Pont de la Revolution. 

In the evening, my love toimenicd me and gave me a dull dis- 
pleasure. I’m thinking of softening myself and reading some novels. 

June ij . — This remedy succeeded. I wore out my sorrow at not having 
talked to her yesterday by paying eight visits. I then read Memoires 
d*un Homme de Qualite, The st>le is a little too periodic, but there is 
genuine nobleness i this work, far above most novels. There are even 
some descriptions of manners and morals. 

I said to myself this morning, “Lack of nobleness is not /ct a source 
of success, quite the contrary — and it is a source of grief.” I concluded 
from this that I ought not to go to Nciiilly and that, as I’m going to 
Fontainebleau tomorrow, my absence will be a conspicuous one with 
the best effect. I found, however, that I would be sad during-the voyage 
if I didn’t see her. I went to Neuilly, she wasn’t there. I went to Saint- 
Cloud, and, leaving Paris at half-past six, returned at half-past eight. I 
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saw George Dandin. 1 think that perhaps I had more pleasure at her 
not being home than I would i£ I had found her. I don’t have to re- 
proach myself for bashfulness, the little k. [Mile. Camclin| has re- 
ceived ME WITH THE TENDER RESPECT THAT A WOMAN HAS FOR THE LOVER 
OF A SUPERIOR ONE. 

It seems to me that all this whips up the blood; it’s possible that I’ll 
become really amorous. I think that success will be followed by at 
least a year of pleasure, since it took the want of ideas of Angelina 
[BereyterJ and hundred and twenty nights ever together for expell- 
ing love. I was really satisfied with myself tonight as I drove back in 
my handsome cabriolet, and thinking to my success in the heart of 
the little k. 

June 24', iSii . — . . . How many times have I thought of you in all the 
climes to which fortune has led me! Within the walls of Amasia, as 
beneath the tents of the Sudan, I dreamt of those enchanting eyes in 
whose smile my happiness dwells. I never look on you without being 
agitated for long after; when I at length recover my wits and venture 
to regard you, I see naught but that amiable politeness which wins you 
every heart and has made you celebrated in the Orient. It makes me 
ceaselessly repent my love. I repeat to myself that one must be light- 
headed indeed to allow one’s happiness to depend on the love of a 
woman who has no time to love and who moreover makes no distinction 
between me and all the others with whom she comes in contact. Often, 
full of self-disgust and humiliation, I return to Constantinople firmly 
resolved to flee you and to seek pleasure where I found it of yore. I 
bitterly reproach myself for being clumsy and ridiculous when I am 
with you. It seems to me that my spirit of enterprise makes your women 
friends laugh. I seek consolation in behaving less badly in the presence 
of other women, but I find a glacial chill in their presence, their love is 
valueless to me. My happiness lies in being loved by you; even without 
that, being loved by you would flatter my self-esteem in the most ex- 
quisite manner. You told me that you’d never been in love; since that 
moment, it has seemed to me that there is no glory in hearing it said 
that one is loved by lips that arc used to saying it. 

I realize all the difficulty of my enterprise, and I dare believe that, 
whatever bashfulness I may display, in spite of myself, in my love, you 
attribute enough steadfastness to me to go through with something in 
which all my happiness lies. I am aware that a word, an indiscreet 
glance, will lead me, as well as you, to certain death. I do not reproach 
you your idle amiability in public, I seek to imitate your indifference, 
and if Bostargi Bacha has my conduct spied upon, he will believe that 
I am occupied with something quite other than his favorite slave. 

But arc there not a thousand signals which arc meaningless to all 
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eyes except those of a faithful lover? I have won over by means of 
money the slave who will take this note to you. He says he will find 
the means of placing it in your hand without being seen, but he 
trembles with fear lest you let it slip. Deign to bear in mind that we arc 
surrounded by dangers of all sorts, that all the eyes in the seraglio arc 
turned toward you, that you should perhaps accord some indulgence to 
a rashness that would nor be permitted were there any other way of 
conversing with you. I am assured of this slave’s adroitness; but what 
would become of him should )ou let slip one of the letters which he 
will transmit to you? It is not merely indifference to its contents that 
you will be evincing, it is his head and your own that you will be 
jilacing beneath the sultan’s sword. It there were ever to be the least 
misunderstanding, if ever you were to fear something from me, bear in 
mind that, before all else, I am prudent, I am convinced that, without 
the coldest pitscncc of mind, I am lost, in fine I only quiver when the 
eyes I worship are cast on me. 

It is T''»ssible that this note may pass before profane eyes, but first of 
a^! It -s wiiucn in Aiabn.. and lurthcrmoic in it I have concealed all, 
details that might make you sus[»ectcd by the slaves of the seraglio A 
thousand means arc oifered for the reply, the best one of all is the 
simplest. If a httle pity for the torments I hive been submitted to for 
so long does • jt give you the courage to employ it, drop this letter iii 
the hist rosebush m the direction of the sea as one leaves the harem, 
and, in order to indicate that it did not tall there by Lliancc, sprinkle a 
few drops ot ink on it at the moment of confiding it to the rosebush. 

At any othci time, I should not ask a reply to a first letter, but suffer 
me to repeat that we are in an extraordinary situation; are we to add 
obstacles coming from a few delicacies of self-esteem to the thousand 
obstacles that already separate us? I shall only begin to live again w^hen 
I get this note back. 

Ought 1 to speak to you of constancy, tenderness, eternal devotion? 
It seems to me that I would have no difficulty in speaking of them to 
another; but with you, Fatima, I know not how to lead up to the ex- 
pression of the sentiments my heart has so long felt for you. I am un- 
happy indeed that you do not believe in them, but I venture to speak to 
your own heart; it may not share my sentiments, but I venture to think 
it believes in them and has seen their expression a hundred times. 

I’ve toned down the outlines of this letter, there is more pride than 
love in it. I’ve put in it a little of that love I have for her when the 
perpetual plans I make to please her leave me some peace of mind.^ 

*This man ought to have been thrown out the window. 1819. [Note added by 
Beyle.] 
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Junie 25. — I don’t know what it was that turned me against her. I didn’t 
think she loved me, and my pride was wounded to pay my court all by 
myself. I’ve got a sure refuge, it’s gaiety; when 1 take this road, I’m 
natural, my successes liven me up, and it seems to me that I ought to be 
pleasing to her. When I’m serious. I’m afraid of falling into the role 
of Orestes, that makes me awkward and gloomy. 

The 24th she received me for five minutes with marked embarrass- 
ment. The reason was that we were almost alone, and a tete-a-tete 
frightens her more than it does me. That’s quite natural. 

The previous Tuesday at Saint-Gratien she greeted me with tender- 
ness after an absence of seven days on my part, asking me at the end 
of my visit why I hadn’t come the previous Tuesday. 

Yesterday, the 25th, I had a mind not to go there. Mme. Bilious, to 
whom I said as much, cried, "What childishnessl" 

The word gave me some courage, I went. I was trembling as I went 
in. It was an official meal. She had the idle gaiety that is fitting at such 
a dinner. 

I was dissatisfied and awkward during the first half hour. I finally 
recaptured my assurance, spoke judiciously and in a manner such as to 
be listened to with pleasure. During the dinner, I was dignified and 
distant with • • • 9 who was beside me. I had found coolness in her 
manners with me. She finally spoke to me, I replied. During the walk, 
that big ass of an L. gave her his arm, that consoled me and my gaiety 
finally took the upper hand. She came near me two or three times. 
Once while she was calling me I looked at the clock, which said eight. 
I doq’t know if she thought I was going to slip away, but from that 
moment the official tone, at which I noticed that I had the simplicity 
to be angered, appeared no longer. Maybe she put it aside out of sheer 
lassitude. 

July 5. — ^Today, I went to Saint-Gratien at her mother with the courage 
given by a little indifference and a few glasses of punch. I was gay and 
frivolous. I was well dressed (in striped trousers). She noticed that I 
was well dressed. That must have had an effect, since the majority of 
young men she sees dress badly purposely in the hope of being Pre- 
fects sooner. 

At last, getting down from the step and enjoying perfect solitude, she 
began talking to me ab hoc et ab hac, fearing, I believe, the tete-^-tete 
as much as I. She had spoken to me two or three times about my book, 
I spoke to her about it in my turn: 

“You’ve read the first chapter of my novel. I’ll wager that you haven’t 
read what’s on the cover of the first volume 

“What I What’s {here? Is there something out of the ordinary? I 
promise you that I’ll read it when I go in,i.etc.’’ 
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She evinced her astonishment with so much naturalness and so loudly 
that I feared that her chambermaid, who was by us, would hear her, 
which prevented me from adding, “What’s on this cover interests me 
because it’s by me.” 

I went up again, and I heard her calling from inside the carriage, “I 
hope you will come to see me one of these days.” 

Since her drive will be at night and alone with her chambermaid, 
since I, made a good impression tonight, since I rose above the rest of 
the company like a cedar of Lebanon, since she thinks I’ve gone to the 
country every day recently, it seems to me that tonight should add to 
the presumable impression I must have made upon her heart. 

she has repeated to me that her husband has read yesterday the 
letter which I have written to her. “he reads all my letters,” she 
was saying to me, “i believe by fear of any compromising action and 

NOT BY JEALOUSY.” 

My alleged tenderness results in my no longer being interested in 
any book. 

July 6. — ^Af five o’clock, I looked over the dismal town of Meudon. Seen 
from there, the Seine is ugly, Paris is ugly, the little flower bed beneath 
your eyes is execrable, the wood opposite is dreary, the road on the 
horizon to the right is unsightly without being rustic. Everything re- 
minded me of *ae fat lord, the son of Louis XIV. The cage was quite 
worthy of the bird. 

From there to M. D.’s house at Saint-Cloud. Walked with the poets. 

From there I drove my horse at a gallop to Mme. de Palfy’s. 

I arrived there confident that she had read my book; she greeted me 
with the keen pleasure in her eyes and face that she showed for me at 
the end of 1810. She told me when I arrived, “Mile. K. and I looked for 
something out of the ordinary in your book yesterday as soon as I got 
back; all we found was a page of verse in English.” 

Has she read it? Hasn’t she read it? What would tend to indicate 
that she hasn’t is the fact that she shared the secret with Mile. • . • [de 
Camelin]. A lively and unmistakable pleasure to be with me. She spoke 
to me about my book in the middle del passeggio [of the walk] : “I 
.don’t like your book; it puts things too crudely.” She already told me 
that yesterday. 

I said to her during a moment when I was able to talk to her without 
being overheard, “I’m not going to tell you my secrets any more be- 
cause you confide them to Mile. • • • [de Camelin].” 

I ought to have said, “Read what’s printed on the inside of the cover 
of the first volume.” 

I’ll say that to her tomorrow. I’ll take along a copy of my work that 
I’ve just had bound, and I’ll say to her, “If you’ll promise me that you 
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won't speak of it to anybody. I’ll give you a copy of my woiks. But 
don’t say anything about them before you have read them.” 

It would be 'better to make her understand the affair of the cover 
than to give her the printed work. The latter is bolder, it’s a letter, but 
the ingenious part disappears. 

At Saint-Cloud, a slight disappointment of ambition. The quarterly 
decree of the Council of State was signed; no one was put in ordinary 
service; a few Auditors, on the other hand, were put in extraordinary 
service. Here I am put off for three months. If I’d paid more court to 
the clerks, it might have passed; still, it’s three months less of slavery. 

July 7. — My faith, I didn’t say anything to her. Not because of bashful- 
ness, but because she appeared too distant with me. I don’t say that it’s 
the case. in public: entering her house, I found hei alone. She showed 
me a book she had in her hand, saying: 

“This book is very nice.” 

“I’m sorry it isn’t mine. I’ll show you where my verse is, but on con- 
dition that you don’t tell Mile. K. about it.” 

During these words, she assumed a rather distant look, and went out 
on her terrace. 

I confess that my pride kept me from persisting. I was gay with 
everyone, and slightly distant and respectful with, her. Perhaps she's 
quite pleased at being loved, but doesn’t want to run the risk of the 
peril. She said to me yesterday, “I’ve been told that you’re going to get 
married.” The idea came back in the conversation twice. 


MEMOIRS OF MY LIFE DURING MY AMOUR FOR GRAFFIN PALFY 
FROM THE i8th JULY 181I TILL THE . . 

July 18.— \ arrived at an appropriate time, she was taking an after'dinner 
walk WITH HER CHILDREN AND Mme. Fanny beneath the line trees of . . . 
She appeared to be very pleasantly surprised to see me again. 

Leaving Mme. Fanny, .he said to me shortly after: 

"Give me your arm, I need a strong arm.” 

What a wonderful opportunity! But I had to retain my composure. 
She launched out on some badinage full of mimicry, and loud laughter, 
as when she's embarrassed. From time to time, however, she turned 
toward me and looked at me with eyes of love — ^and of happy love. 

Heedless of her unrestrained badinage, I replied with forced laugh- 
ter and a few words. Fanny was tactful enough to leave us twenty paces 
*This is another title written by Beyle in English. 
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behind for a moment. Marie’s pleasantries came more quickly, and 
soon she called eldest daughter Charlotte. I ought to have taken 
advantage of her joy at seeing me again to say to her, **What a pleasure 
it is to see you againi’* — ^at any rate, the first simple words upon my 
LOVE. I didn’t have the courage to interrupt the badinage. 

Her whole manner spoke of love. 

I was severely punished for not having the agility to attack; upon 
going in, we found some bores, who kept on arriving until eleven 
o’clock. 

Jt’s obvious tliat Machiavelli B. wouldn’t have behaved as I did yes- 
terday with Marie. But would he have had the pleasure that I was given 
by her glances and slightest actions? For characters of that kind, women 
are soon what the little Angel [Angeline] is for me at present. Conse- 
quently, I shouldn’t envy them. 

But that doesn’t alter the fact that I .ought to take action; I promise 
myself to speak of my love, well or badly, no matter how, tonight. 

T uesday — ^This evening was ushered in by a letter very amiable 

(received from Saint-Gratien), in which there was neither a Monsieur ’ 
nor a my dear cousin — which shows at last that the absence caused by 
the trip to Mortefontaine was noticed. 

THE COUNTF j PALFY SAID TO ME THAT AT MY MARRIAGE SHE SHOULD GIVE 

TO MY WIFE A COLLAR [necklacej LIKE THAT OF THE bilious lady.— “But is 
that becoming to brunettes?” “What naivete!” said the bilious lady. 

I planned when I was leaving to say to my fair what I was thinking 
at the moment, but Corbcau left us only four or five seconds, which I 
employed in saying, in regard to the cold, “The cold is in your heart, 
etc.” This word wasn’t bad, I squeezed her arm. 

August JO. — ^DURING MY SILENCE ALL THE OCCASIONS [opportunities] had 
the same outcome. It was impossible to say four words to her without 
being overheard by her courtiers, and, when there was a possibility, 
bashfulncss — resulting from good breeding— kept me from taking time 
by the scruff of the neck, i have pro\ed by an evident experience the 

TRUTH OF MY PRINCIPLES ABOUT THE ART OF ROUSING LOVE IN THE HEART 
OF A WOMAN. THE 4TH AUGUST, I WAS READING THE EXCELLENT ESSAY OF 
HUME UPON THE FEODAL GOVERNMENT FROM TWO TILL HALF PAST 
DURING THIS TIME, SHE WANTED MY PRESENCE; On thc rctum, SHE CANNOT 
SAY A WORD WITHOUT SPEAKING OF ME OR TO ME. I madc thc mistake of 

not showing some enterprise. But, I repeat. I’ve got too much sensibility 
ever to be talented in the art of Lovelace. 

During one of my trips (to Rainey), I found the little it [Pul- 
cherie Le Brun, niece of Pierre Daru]. I talked to her for want of some- 
thing better to do. She hasn’t much in the way of breasts and wit, two 
GREAT WANTsI Likewise for want of something better to do, I took a few 
o* 
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liberties, there wasn’t any resistance. So yesterday, not knowing what 
to do with myself, I got in my cabriolet and showed up at Villemomble. 
There were a lot of people there; I went out on the terrace, the little 
girl followed me, I took her arm and put mine around her a bit; later, 
in the salon, her knees and thighs. Her eyes thanked me by their look 
of love,' outside that it was innocence itself. But, on the terrace, I be- 
came conscious of a great truth. Novelty is a great source of pleasure, 
you must give youitielf up to it. I was sure of sleeping in the evening 
with the pretty Angeline, but I can only do anything with her now 
by making an effort, and by thinking of another woman. On the other 
hand, ir, who is inferior in every respect, put me in a superb state. 

But hasn’t her mother noticed something? She didn’t greet me as 
warmly as usual yesterday, but that may have been the result of fatigue. 

As for myself, who am the sworn enemy of fatigue, I haven’t been 
keeping up this diary because of the distaste for the physical action of 
writing. If I had a confidential secretary, I’d dictate four or five pages 
about myself every day, without any vanity. 

Nosce te ipsum, — I believe, with Tracy and Greece, that therein lies 
the road to happiness. My means is this diary. 

Faure’s principles are becoming so different from my own, he’s so 
offensable, that I can’t ever talk to him with an open heart. He de- 
presses me when I see him. He’s still wildly in love, and here wildness 
is not the synonym of gaiety — quite the contrary, and very much the 
contrary. I am thus deprived of advice, a very useful thing: if I’ve be- 
gun a siege, it’s because of a council of war held on the . . . with 
Saga^e [Crozet]. 

I’d like to have Sagace here, he’s the best adviser I could find; but 
nothing proves that he wouldn’t have the weakness to be jealous of my 
apparent happiness. 

You can't appear straight in a curved mirror. A great principle. For 
the Machiavellis and others of the same caliber. I’ll always be open to 
slander. The means of avoiding annoyances which would deeply wound 
my pride and make me commit some asininity? I must remain un- 
known. 

I’ve just read attentively the first two volumes of Hume. I no longer 
have anything more than an extremely vague idea of Henry II, Ed- 
ward the Confessor and Egbert. 

I retain only that which portrays the human heart. Outside of that, 
I’m a zero. 

For the moment, I’m fed up with Paris. One thing alone would give 
me keen pleasure— to work at Letellier, and I haven’t got the right 
kind of leisure for that. You don’t slip out of deep attention, or, if you 
-efer, necessary enthusiasm, as you do'out of a shirt. Eight or ten days 
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in a row are needed. You encounter difficulties, and you work badly 
the first two days, finally you make progress. At present, that’s out of 
the question for me. I have only a few minutes, a few days at the most, 
and when that happens I take some coffee, shut myself in and am bored 
because I haven’t the objective that absorbs me. That’s what happened 
to me today. Everything that takes me away from the knowledge of 
the human heart is without interest for me. 

Tragedy, not being in my nature, irritates me; comedy interests me 
as a source of instruction. 

August II . — I COME THERE WITH alihost no love; ritomando diesen Abend 
io mi trovo riamante. lo sono statd very merry and altomente worthy, 
I refused of dining Tuesday at mother’s [returning tonight, I found 
myself in love anew. I v/as gay and genuinely worthy, I refused to dine 
at her mother’s], she asked me why I didn’t go there Friday. 

IT and Fanny paid me all sorts of attention, at the walk, I could 
have had a tctc 4 -tcte of an hour if I’d wished, but I didn’t know what 
to do with it. I squeezed her hand twice (Mme. de Palfy’s), absolutely 
impossible to dp more. 

(From there to Saint-Cloud). 

“Would it'be indiscreet to take a leave of absence this autumn?” — 
“Not at all, rot at all. You’ll have to wait until M. Lecoultcux gets 
back, and make your arrangements with him.” The whole thing in the 
best-natured tone. 

August 18, — Mme. de Palfy employed several arguments to dissuade me 
from taking my tour. 

1. That I ought to ask P. for it a second time. As I put forward the 
opposite opinion, she insisted, saying,- “You certainly have a few little 
obligations to him!” The advice she gave me was very reasonable, and 
I’ll follow it. It may hold up my voyage until September 20, when my 
comrade returns. It seems to me unlikely that he’ll return upon that 
TOUR known by every ONE. 

2. Lady Palfy said to me with the tone of a fond reproach, “If you 
give up your voyage, you’ll be able to come to the vintage at Palfy with 
us. IT will be there.” 

After our ten or twelve very tiring days — ^morc than tiring for the 
soul because of the series of asininities— she has said to me coming-out, 
more or less this: 

"What’s the matter with you?”— “This voyage is like a dagger in my 
heart.”— “It would be easy for you to remove the dagger, give up 
your trip.” — ^“It’s the fear of not being allowed to take it that grieves 
me.” 

That appeared to make her feel the sting. (She’s an adorable 
woman.) 
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From there to Mme. C. de C. . .’s,^ to whom I said more or less the 
following, “It's absolutely necessary for me to make this trip. I love you 
passionately; for your part, you have no desire to love me. Moreover, 
YOUR HUSBAND looks on me with disfavor. I noticed it Sunday. I can no 
longer see you as frequendy as in the past, that would cause me ex- 
treme pain. Perhaps my absence will arrange everything, and on my 
return he’ll see me willingly.” 

'This paragraph is probably another disguised reference to Mme. Daru, but, as 
M. Martineau suggests, Mme. C. de C. . . may possibly be the married daughter 
o£ Mme. Beugnot, Clementine Cunal, who was to become Stendhal's mistress a 
decade later. 



Return to Paradise 


“THE object of my voyage,” Beyle had written in his diary, . . is solely 
to acquaint myself with mankind.” Never had he hinted that he might 
have mox^e sentimental motives, yet all through the past decade the, 
memory of Angelina Pietragrua had remained too vivid for it to be sup- 
posed that she had been entirely absent from his desire to revisit Italy. 
Indeed, upon his urtival, almpst overcome with emotion in Milan, he had 
thoughts for litt’o else. After “eleven years, not of faithfulness, but of a 
sort of constancy,” the moment had come to realize his childhood dream 
of returning in a handsome uniform, like a storybook hero, to woo and 
win the woman with w'hom he had fallen in love as a young sublieutenant. 

As usual, his imagination had surpassed the reality. Even with his 
illusions, he could not but remark that there was a certain reserve in 
Angelina’s greeting. But it does not seem to have occurred to him at the 
time that she might have been getting along quite well before his un- 
announced arrival, that, indeed, his presence might prove downright em- 
barrassing to her. And was he naif enough to suppose that all those gentle* 
men who called on her were just so many innocent friends.? 

At least one of them, a captain of the Venetian Guards and roue of 
npte by the name of Widmann, was certainly her lover — and the chances 
are that he was by no means alone. Of the other habitues, two of the most 
assiduous were Turenne — or Turcotti — a refined but mistrustful man of 
forty with whom Angelina had mysterious business dealings and whose 
jealousy she was extremely careful not to arouse, and one Migliorini, 
negligent in dress, deficient in ideas, but boasting an amatory prowess of 
an enviable sort. 

Welcome or not, Beyle returned daily to chatter away in his bad Italian 
to Signora Pietragrua and her “distinguished” friends. He had grown 
slightly bolder with the years, and before the week was out he gathered 
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up enou^ courage to make a timid "declaration.” Angela, who was no 
novice in such situations, helped him along. When he awkwardly tried 
to steal a kiss, she coyly admonished him, “Receive and never take.” This 
banal maxim struck him as almost oracular. Did it not go to the heart o£ 
his great problem? In his previous love affairs, he had always been 
panicked by the terrifying necessity of making the first move. But the 
words of the Italian woman now suggested the perfect alibi for his lack 
of aggressiveness: with him, "the courage necessary for the execution 
killed the sentiment.” Neither Melanie nor Mme. Daru — nor, for that 
matter, any of his previous sweethearts— had been well enough versed in 
bvelore to occasion the element of spontaneity that would have been 
needed to banish his self-consciousness. The voluptuous Angela, on the 
contrary) relieved him of the initiative, and, as soon as he realized that 
his "executive power” was no longer required, his tenderness came flood- 
ing back. The t£te<ii*t£te that hsd started so coldly became, thanks to her 
tactful guidance, a debauch of kisses, tears and sentimental memories. 

He progressed more rapidly with Signora Pietragrua in one week than 
he had with the inexperienced Mme. Daru in two years; and yet, for all 
his good fortune, he was forced to admit that he was bored. 

Strange as it may seem, the chief discordant note wu nothing less than 
Milan. For a decade, he had dreamed of this city as a terrestrial paradise, 
but for him, as already noted, a city consisted for the most part of the 
people who lived in it, and up to the present he had manifested very litde 
interest in the conventional pastime of sight-seeing. It is true that Milan, 
almost alone of the cities he had visited, possessed an atmospheric charm, 
a charm evoked by a synthesis of memories, associations, sympathies: he 
loved, for instance, to walk along the Corso di Porta Orientale at nightfall 
because of the delightful mixture of gay society and mountain scenery; he 
loved to linger over an iced coffee on a cafe terrace while the church belb 
chimed the Auf Maria; he loved to return to the Scala, where the sensuous 
Italian music again released his romantic reveries; he loved late at night 
to be half awakened by the distant sound of a serenade in the street . . . 
But such pleasures began only at twilight; before tasting them, there was 
a whole day to be lived through, and, knowing no one in Milan, he soon 
found that the hours between rendezvous with Angelina were very long 
indeed. 

Beyle, who had firmly believed since childhood that happiness without 
work— or study— was impossible, accordingly tried to find the answer to 
his problem in a few distracted efforts to practice Moeenigo, the name of 
an illustrious Venetian family which, for reasons best known to himself, 
he borrowed to designate his peculiar emotional reactions, intellectual 
occupations, outlook, on life— all, in short, that composed the intimate ex- 
pression of his character. During this trip, A/ocemgo— forerunner of 
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“Beylism’* — consisted roughly of observing the natural beauties of Italy 
and the influence of its climate, and Italian character, sculpture, painting, 
architecture and music. 

Observing the character of the inhabitants — the avowed object of his 
trip— was an occupation that blended very agreeably with his pleasures, 
and from his two Milanese “observatories,’* Angelina’s circle and the loge 
of Signora Lamberti, he culled his first notes on this land which he was 
later to Jcnow so thoroughly. 

“I realize every day that my heart is Italian . . . he wrote his sister. 
“The wild love of gaiety and music, the freest moral standards, the art of 
serenely enjoying life . . . , all that is^ the character of the Milanese.” 

It was only to be expected that such a favored people should have given 
birth to great artistic achievement, and to occupy the long waits between 
rendezvous, he began casting a distracted eye on what Milan offered in 
the way of art. The resultant judgments could hardly have been more 
inept, for he was unaccustomed to the contemplation of inanimate objects, 
and his -mind was entirely taken up with Angelina. 

The latter, having several times urged him, with tact but with insistence, 
to get out of town, allowed him to make her conquest a few hours before < 
he finally left. His thoughts no longer concentrated on what he would say 
the next time he saw Angelina, he employed the single day of his stop- 
over in Bologna in n whirlwind visit of palaces, churches and museums 
in tow of a guide. This venture in dilettantism so whetted his appetite 
for the novel occupation that, arrived in Florence, he set about sight- 
seeing with the voracity of a Cook’s tourist. 

During the forty-eight hours he spent in the Tuscan city, he accom- 
plished, as his diary shows, an incredible amount of sight-seeing for a 
youth who had always professed contempt for everything in a city that 
was not human. True, he missed more than he saw, and his hasty art 
studies only led him to speak at length of a relatively obscure trio of 
painters, without even mentioning such celebrated Florentines as Cima- 
bue, Giotto, Fra Angelico, Gozzoli, Filippo Lippi, Botticelli, Andrea del 
Sarto, Ghirlandajo, etc. For all that, he apparently considered his two-day 
inspection to be an adequate foundation for the writing of his own history 
of Florentine painting, since he did not return to the city until many years 
after the book was published! 

But Beyle was not the man to let himself be troubled by the need of 
documentation. He might have looked at few paintings, but the years 
spent in psychological study had taught him to see what he looked at, to 
analyze it, to reflect on its interrelation and to generalize on it— a practice 
in which he was aided by the timidity of his character, for, as he says him- 
self, the timid man is led to observe where the bold man sees nothing. 
His brief visits, to the museums of Milan, Bologna and Florence, added to 
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what he had learned from an eloquent art professor at school, proved to 
be sufficient for him to formulate a personal doctrine to which he was to 
adhere to his dying day. His taste might not be better than that of others, 
he admitted with befitting humility, but it had the merit of being his own, 
and his judgments, even if unorthodox, were worthy of respect. 

For him and for “the happy few” who thought as he did, artistic ex- 
pression was a special matter, “something very close to our mistress’s 
thighs.*’ Let the pedants worry about aesthetics and technique: the happy 
few knew that art wjs not an external phenomenon. “A passionate man 
who submits himself to the effect of the fine arts finds everything in his 
heart.” That was the secret. To jeel art, one must have a passionate heart, 
a tender soul; one must be capable of bursting into tears at the sight of the 
beautiful. Needless to say, Beyle felt himself pre-eminently qualified. His 
only standards were “expression, imagination and naturalness,” or, as he 
later put it, “the exact expression of the soul’s movements.” 

Art that came up to this requirement satisfied the psychologist in him 
by its truthful interpretation of the human heart, the dreamer in him by 
its communication of true and noble sentiments. For him, the finest paint- 
ing, like the finest music, produced a sensation analogous to that of being 
in love. 

This is the fundamental message to “the happy few” that is buried be- 
neath the borrowings and the fa9ade of false erudition in his own Histoire 
de la Peinture en Italic, which was the outgrowth of this trip. Few are the 
readers today of this fantastic history of Italian painting: it is a shame, for, 
sandwiched in between other men’s ideas, is one of the most complete 
and delicately expressed expositions of Stendhal’s method of venturing 
forth, on “the pursuit: of happiness”; it is an exhaustive manual of 
Mocentgo turned “Beylism.” 

A few months earlier, it will be remembered, Beyle had hoped to be 
sent to Rome with his cousin Martial Daru. The latter was now Intendant 
of Rome and was living in the Quirinal, which was being altered in antici- 
pation of Napoleon’s arrival. When Beyle reached the capital. Martial 
and his wife greeted him hospitably, insisting that he stay at the royal 
palace. But sight-seeing was presenting unexpected charms, and Beyle 
had no desire to devote his limited stay to receptions and official dinners. 
So he did no more than take advantage of his cousin’s influence to make 
the acquaintance of the Empire nobility in Rome and, what he considered 
more important, to meet Canova. 

In those days, Canova was one of the high priests of the artistic world. 
All Europe regarded him as a great genius, and a visit to his studio was as 
much a tourist’s duty as ah inspection of St. Peter’s. In this respect at least, 
Beyle was only too willing to do the conventional thing: he agreed with 
his age concerning Canova— he even ranked him above Michelangelo! 
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Just a fortnight after kissing Angelina good-by, he arrived in Naples, 
where he found Leon Lambert, his friend of the Marseille days, who was 
now working in the tax office of the newly created Kingdom of Naples, 
and the Viedmt'e Louis de Barral, who, according to Souvenirs ifEgotisme, 
owed his presence in the southern city to a sum of money Beyle had lent 
him the year before to flee the gambling dens of Paris. 

On his return trip, he again stopped over in Rome, this time staying 
with the. Darus at the Quirinal. During a couple of days in the Adriatic 
town of Ancona, he visited Livia Bialowiska, an Italian woman he had 
met at Brunswick after the death o£ her husband, a Polish colonel. 

Livia, like Martial, Barral and Lambert, turned out to be a disappoint- 
n^ent, and it was with a feeling of relief that he set out for Milan and 
Angelina. She alone had lived up to his conception of her. 

Happily, he reviewed his rapid trip through Italy. The inns had been 
dirty and his companions boring, but he had found what he had always 
been seeking — ^sensations. Sensations of love, of natural beauty, of art, 
sensations such as only his beloved Italy could give him. “If a person 
possesses ? be^jrt and a shirt,** he had written Pauline from Ancona, “he 
should sell his shirt in order to see the country around Lake Maggiore, 
Santa Croce in Florence, the Vatican in Rome and Vesuvius in Naples.” 

A month to a day after leaving Milan, he was again joyously walking 
through the streets of that city. Occupied with her own affairs, Angelina 
had gone to pass a few days in the mountains past Varese. Accordingly, 
Beyle went forth once more, this time through that fertile region of 
northern Lombardy which for him always represented the most beautiful 
portion of the most beautiful land in the world. His adventures here, as 
told in the following pages, were unsatisfactory but melodramatic enough 
to have done credit to the inventiveness of a writer of old-fashioned 
romances. Once back in Milan, however, Angelina gave him no cause for 
complaint: she was not a severe mistress— all she demanded was an ele- 
ment of the dramatic and a nioderate number of complications. 

And this time he discovered the answer to the problem presented by his 
previous visit: what was there to do when he was not with his Angela? 
He dropped into a bookstore to find out if there existed a work that would 
give him a background for the appreciation of Italian painting, and he 
left with an armful of volumes, notably Lanzi’s Storia Pittorica della 
Italia. 

The effect of this set of books was immediate and far-reaching. He 
started to read it, at once had the “extravagant idea” of making an 
abridged translation and, two days later, drafted a letter to a publisher 
announcing the format, the length and the date of publication of his com- 
pleted work. 

The last days of his leave fled by quickly with a few hours of intensive 
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Study, a secret tete-^-tcte, a lovers’ promenade through the streets at twi- 
light, a few hours at the Scala in the evening. 

On November 13, he left Angelina and Milan, crossing the Alps to visit 
his sister Pauline and her husband on their farm near Grenoble. As he 
continued his voyage to Paris, his heart was overflowing. Italy, with its 
natural beauty, its art and its love, had given him profound sensations, 
had completed the complex ’’real education” started nine years earlier in 
the garret room of the Rue d’Angivilliers, had given a new direction to 
his life. His restlessness of the preceding summer had evaporated, and he 
returned to his apartment in the Rue Neuve-de-Luxembourg fully deter- 
mined to substitute the fruitful occupations of Mocenigo for the empty 
existence of a courtier. 


1811 Paris— -Milan— Bologna— Florence— Rome— 
Naples— Rome— Ancona— Milan 

Voyage in Italy 


M. OE lIry [Beyle himself], captain and aide-de-camp, gave me permis- 
sion before leaving to take whatever I wished in his manuscripts. I’ve 
had a copy made of a passage on style and of his excursions in Italy. 
In the account of the latter, there are several portions that are mani- 
festly only intelligible to him. 

PREFACE^ 

Non sum qualis eram. Unfortunately, I’m far from being the man I 
was in 1811. Accordingly, I won't correct anything in my 1811 diaries. 
They would lose in resemblance to my sensation whatever they might 
gain in clarity and charm. Upon my return from Moscow, I didn’t re- 
capture the passions that formerly animated my life. On the contrary, 
I thought during the retreat from Russia that the Hne sensations of 
October 24, 1812, of the eighteen-day campaign, etc., would provide 
new nourishment for my soul. 

*In 1813, thinking of 'writing a travel book on Italy, Beyle added this preface 
and divided his 1811 diary into chapters. He dictated some fill-ins and a copy of 
some entries, but, as he went no further with the project in its original form, the 
chapter divisions are not included here. ^ 
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Boredom overtook me at Konigsberg, and increased at Danzig. The 
lisdessness in which I’m sunk at present wouldn’t be disagreeable if I 
had the memory of the happiness I was given by the tastes that iUled 
my life before my voyage to Russia, a voyage that, however, had the 
advantage of making me see things that no Mocenigo from Cervantes, 

I BEUEVE, HAS EVER SEEN. 

August 25.— AT PARIS I HAVE NO TIME FOR WORKING TO LetelUer. 1 HAVE 
HERE NOTHING, BUT MY PASSION FOR C. PALFY; ’tiS A MONTH THAT 1 RE- 
PROACHED TO MYSELF THE MONEY WHICH 1 SPENT WITHOUT PLEASURE OF 
MIND, INTO THESE WALLS. I had the idea of’ asking for a leave to go to 
see Naples and Rome. I made my request to M. Daru, who received it 
with perfect benevolence, there are some facts which belong to 
Palfy’s history. I renewed my request about the 20th of this month; it 
had the same success during our sojourn at Compiegne. 

Yesterday, August 25, 1811 , 1 reserved a seat in the diligence which 
goes to Milan in ten days for 168 francs. I have the second seat for the 
departure of August 29 at eight o’clock in the morning. I went to Ver- 
sailles in an hour and a quarter. 

There I saw the waters begin to play. A huge crowd was in the 
amphitheater facing the fountains of the Dragon. When they were 
playing in all ’’heir brilliancy, Their Majesties drove around the basin 
in a calash. I saw this spectacle very clearly, and it gave me the sensa- 
tion of grandeur. Everyone crowded forward to see Their Majesties 
and shout, “Long live the Emperor.” I closely saw His Majesty, who 
was bareheaded. 

It was the first time in my life that I saw the founuins play at Ver- 
sailles. 

THESE ARE SOME HAPPY TIMES. 

August 29.— I left at a quarter past eight with 2,800 francs, plus 40 francs, 
and 2 Portuguese of 83 francs. Angeline and Faure accompanied me to 
the diligence. Angeline worships me. Her tears on the Pont des Arts 
the day before yesterday. The tears moistened the planks. 

The previous evening at seven o’clock I was at Montmorency, where 
I stayed until half-past one helping Marie do up her packages. Kissing 
her (cravamo soli [we were alone]), I said to her: 

“I hope to be more reasonable when I return.” 

A moment later she went into the salon again and complained, as she 
gathered up some handkerchiefs, that she was forgetting everything. 
1 gave her the letter to lady Leschenault unfolded but not open so 
she could see the handwriting, and said: 

“You’re forgetting this.” 

"Blank paperl It’s quite possible, there are so many papers in this 
house.” 
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That was spoken as Mile. Mars says in Les Fausscs Confidences, 
‘‘Some money has been brought? It*s quite possible.’* 

She appeared to be moved, and 1 didn’t have the presence of mind 
to open the letter and show her the side that was written on; certainly, 
in the state she was, she wouldn’t have been able to resist the tempta- 
tion to. read it. 

In the evening M. Debreuil [FaureJ made a scene. I went to see 
Mme. de B. [Bezieux], at whose home I hadn’t put in an appearance 
for two months. My visit didn’t seem to put him out in the least. I 
spoke little in order not to shock him by being more amiable. He 
scarcely spoke except to Amelie, and said some things that were far 
too serious. 

1 was asked whether I was glad to be leaving Paris; I answered with 
gay gestures that I would be if 1 were sure of getting a daily letter to 
the person in whose hands alone my destiny ties, and of receiving one 
from that person. One of my motives for saying that was that I 'was 
thinking it. On the way out, Faure told me Td done very badly to 
speak of the letters after what he’d told me. I didn’t understand him 
at first, afterward I gently told him that he was going crazy. He an- 
swered energetically “that for a year he’d been weak, that I held him 
in contempt but that he’d get over it ... , that he’d talked too much 
again, that he always talked too much but that he’d correct himself.” 

From which I concluded that it’s to be feared he’ll become insane as 
the result of a somber pride, wounded and turning everything into 
gloom. I reflected all evening long on this strange character. I went to 
see Mme. X., the ^IoTHER, where I stayed loo long in order that she’d 
be inclined to overlook the rareness of my previous visits. 

I came back home, I reread an enormous signature, Angcline didn’t 
come; Faure had told me he wasn’t planning to come. She arrived at 
half-past twelve. I worked till a quarter to three. 

August 29.— 1 was afraid of having as traveling companions some French 
military men covered with decorations rejoining their corps in Italy, 
stupid, insolent, swaggering and loudmouthed, in which case I’d have 
been obliged to joke w.th them. Luckily, I was spared this breed. 

I found a gracious-mannered man whose face, it seemed to me. I’d 
seen before. He was an epicure and, like myself, in quest of happiness 
before all else. He was entirely natural, thirty-six years old, rather 
stout, but with perfect graciousness; in this respect, he was truly rare; 
making himself at home, moreover, and lifting the covers of the pots 
on the stove to see what we were going to have for dinner. 

I took this man for a bourgeois of Milan, and the thought uppermost 
•in my mind was the tremendous difference between a bourgeois of 
Milan and one of France. I wouldn’t ht doing an injustice to the former 



l8ll ITALY 


401 

by taking as their representative M. Terasse, whose manners were al- 
most elegant. 

Tonnerre, August jr, half -past nine.— The second traveling companion is 
witless; he’s here, lying beside the chest of drawers on which I’m 
scribbling. 

He [Signor Scotti] is a native of Genoa; he left his native land six 
years ago; he was an ensign in the Navy of Naples. He was captured 
by the English, was a prisoner for four years, and escaped last August 
14 by shaving off his beard; he’s absolutely the picture of disappoint- 
ment, with no vivacity. He looks like the’ engraving in the front of 
LesMtsires de la Vie Humaine (a Hook translated by one H. Berton). 
^Hc hasn’t any wit at all, otherwise he might have some strange things 
to tell. But what’s the good of putting a bottle adrift in the seas and 
rivers if its neck is plugged with a filter which keeps everything inter- 
esting from entering it? 

We had a little woman who sells cotton, who blushingly essayed a 
few incorrect phrases on sentiment the first day; the second, she flat- 
tered nsrseli, and last night, which we passed in the diligence, it 
seemed to me I heard ‘‘that’s enough, that’s enough,” a couple of times, 
addressed to M. Scotti, her neighbor. 

Besides her, v’e had a wealthy little bourgeois woman, bringing up 
her son well ei ough, but vulgar, greedy and huge. 

In order not to sleep and to sec the countryside, which was almost 
constantly level, I made two or three relays in the cabriolet, which, if 
it weren’t for the night, would be the best place. The countryside ap- 
peared to me to be entirely level as far as Joigny. The bridge and the 
quays give a rather distinguished appearance to this burg. 

We dined at Saint-Florcntin, where we found some tavern girls who 
were almost shy. The girls were afraid we’d make fun of them. I saw 
some Spanish prisoners who were quite young. One of them spoke 
French and had the scabies. I gave them some money. 

Between Saint-FIorentin and Tonnerre the countryside became less 
level. The vineyards were in good shape, but the hillsides were barren 
and stony. 

I nearly made two b^d blunders: the first, yesterday at dinner, was to 
answer jokingly, saying yes to the driver, who asked Signor Scotti if 
he had escaped from the prisons of England. I’d have been t’oubly in- 
discreet, for, to my great astonishment. Signor Scotti denied that he 
had escaped and said — ^but you could sec by his eyes that he was lying — 
that he had been exchanged. It appears that he’s so honest that he’s 
ashamed to admit he didn’t keep his word. 

The second blunder was that, while speaking to my companion from 
Milan of the pretty women who graced that city ten years ago, I named 
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Signora Gherardi. At the same time that I was deploring the death of 
such a beautiful woman, 1 nearly joked about her liaison with M. Petiet. 
When I asked for news of the Lechis of Brescia, my companion smiled 
with mildness and a little melancholy, and said, speaking of the gen- 
eral, “He’s my brother.” 

This encounter was all the more fortunate since I have always been 
in love with the eyes of this family. In Milan, I was enthusiastic about 
their faces. This o(ic, whom I didn’t ply with questions, was probably 
one of those young battalion chiefs whose manners were so gracious. 

That name somewhat invalidated my comparison of M. Terasse, a 
typical French bourgeois, with one of Milan. 

But. Conte Lechi thoroughly realizes that naturalness is one of the 
qualities of his country. Tonight, we went to bathe in a little rustic 
bath, also full of naturalness, beyond a miserable prairie which lies 
below Tonnerre. On the way back. Signor Lechi spoke to me of the 
Conte di Castelbarco, who squandered twenty millions, ruined himself 
and no longer has more than 150,000 francs income. He told me that 
the persons who straightened out his affairs and paid the huge mass of 
debts made a fortune out of the business. 

“He was a great lord!' I said.— “Oh, not in the Ipastl He always acted 
in the Milanese manner. Our kind doesn’t assume such a manner.’’ 
That was said superbly. 

My Lechi is mildly voluptuous, always gracious in manner, even with 
a vulgar tradesman’s assistant with whom we’ve just supped; but noth- 
ing of the French graciousness, in which is invariably to be seen the joy 
of ^vcll playing a brilliant role — ^if not even the. pride in playing it. In 
his case, it’s gracious grace, pure and simple. This man might equally 
well be a king or a well-to-do bourgeois. 

I’m too bilious ever to have that graciousness of manner. I have a 
goal, toward which I’m proceeding steadfastly. Consequently, I’m 
lacking in that soft indolence which makes one confess, as he confessed 
yesterday, that one loves indolence more than all else. But I must re- 
member this perfect model. 

Sensibility is anothc/ symptom of the decided difference between 
such a man and M. Terasse. The latter, during our pleasant little bath 
this evening, extolled the rustic life, and outlined a little theory of 
happiness for me that was charming. Except for passion, with which I 
believe Tm animated, this theory seemed to be composed by me and 
for me. 

Tonnerre lies against a hillside exposed on the north. The country- 
side has nothing remarkable about it. 

But it seems* to me that the inhabitants of a small town in France, 
built against the side of a hill, must be less petty and asinine than those 
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of the same small town situated on a plain, and that a small town 
which is also a seaport, like Le Havre, is better than both. The sea im- 
prints at least a dozen majestic ideas on the bourgeois: the immensity 
of the sea, — its dangers, voyages, — to see the landing of people coming 
from Canton, — the courage of people who brave the storm, of those 
who save vessels in danger, — the arrival of enemies, etc. 

The object of my voyage, as may be seen, is solely to get acquainted 
with mankind; but I was wrong not to write last night. 

Conte Lechi told me that ambition is in a state of ebullition in every 
city of Italy, and parties arc formed to obtain the posts of Podesti 
(Mayor) and the other municipal offices; that when these people aren*t 
given what they believe is their due, they arc quite capable of avenging 
themselves. It would be necessary to observe that myself. The brevity 
of my trip won’t give me the means to do that. 

La Marini has taken to religion, one of the prettiest women I courted 
in 1801. 

SaintSehc, August 3/. — I witnessed all the details of the rising def gran 
pianeta. We dro\c out of Tonnerre at three o’clock under a beautiful 
star-studded sky. I thought I made out a comet. 

It formed a kind of pyramid; it was as far from the peak, which was 
the most lumii^ous point, to the extremity of the rays as it is from the 
last star of the Great Bear’s pole to the dipper formed by the four stars. 

I watched this sight, and remarked that nothing made the East stand 
out. A few minutes later, I thought I saw a light which cut diagonally 
across the horizon; then the horizon stood out, and the sky was filled 
with a blue light; it reminded me of the dawn in Les Bardcs (opera 
by Lesueur). I found that the opera’s imitation was perfect. 

This blue light grew more intense for a long time without its nature 
being changed. At length came the dawn’s copper hue. The sky was 
all aflame with red; this light then faded and became radiant, not ex- 
actly at the horizon, but a little above it. On the horizon, a darker line 
was formed, I believe by fog. 

The countryside began to stir, and we finally arrived at Montbard. 
'We found BuflFon’s portrait at our hostess’s. A girl led us to Buffon’s 
old gardener. This thin little old man, all sinew and speaking distinctly, 
took us across seven or eight terraces, each thirty feet wide at the most. 

We came to a trapeziform platform; from this platform, .here was 
an extensive view, which unfortunately was only formed by sparsely 
wooded hills that had a barren appearance. Nothing in this view, as in 
the garden, inspired a voluptuous charm. I shared this reflection with 
Signor Lechi, who replied, “Consequently, there’s nothing here that 
attracts except the desire to pay one’s respects to the memory of a great 
man." 
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This shows how much, for an Italian, voluptuous charm forms an 
integral part of the notion of a beautiful garden. Buffon’s doesn't cover 
enough ground; outside of that, it tends to inspire the notion of 
strength and magnificence. No voluptuous charm in all those walls 
and flights of steps; on the contrary, something unfeeling and dull. It's 
in the style of Versailles. 

We went up a hundred and thirty-eight steps in the tower, a rem- 
nant of a chateau *o£ the Dukes of Burgundy, given to Buffon by the 
king, and which used to occupy all the ground of the esplanade. The 
windows of this tower, set into walls five feet thick and with a bench 
beside the window, are unmistakably Gothic. 

All these details come frpm the matter-of-fact sinewy gardener. He 
told us that in the family “we have deeds which prove that this tower 
was built more than nine hundred years ago.” That would be the year 
900. This man was with Buffon seventeen years. He saw Jean-Jacques 
kneel at the doorway of the study where Buflon used to work in the 
midst of silence. 

He used to arrive at five o'clock or a quarter past five at the latest; 
at eleven, a roll and a decanter of water would be brought him. He 
would eat his lunch and come down at one o’clock sharp for dinner, 
say nothing to his guests, go back to work till five o'clock, at which 
time someone would come to get him, and he’d relax by chatting with 
his guests. 

His gardeners were careful to sweep away the leaves before he 
passed. “There were six of us then,” the old man said. “At five o’clock, 
the “Valet would go in and renew the candles.” I asked several times in 
order to be quite sure that Buflon worked only by candlelight. 

People avoided his garden house when they knew he was there. 
Buffon would come in May and leave in September. I was moved, I’d 
like to have stayed longer. 

This austerity of work is a lesson for myself. I’d like to have medi- 
tated and been sensitive to the majesty and strength exhaled by those 
gardens. My traveling companions were in such haste that I didn't have 
a chance to do so. 

The plane trees didn’t shade the pathways, although they were very 
tall. There were some foot and a half in diameter, and they were only 
planted forty-five years ago, the gardener assured us. 

At the innkeeper's (M. Gauthier), I examined a portrait of Buffon 
painted by Drouais the younger; I saw physical strength in it, what’s 
called beauty in France, but no thought, and especially no sensibility. 

After Montbard, the mounting road goes over a plain that’s arid, 
elevated and full of stones. There's oqjy a foot of earth over the layers 
of yellow stone. Frequently, nothing can be seen from the door of the 
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diligence but three trees. The road goes up hill and down dale a great 
deal. It passes near the source of the Seine, and arrives at Saint-Seine, 
where Tm writing this at a quarter past ten after a good supper served 
by some well-built girls to whom I devoted much attention, owing to 
my innate taste for tavern girls. 

On the road, which was tedious. Signor Scotti sang. He sings well, 
and entirely in the Italian manner. I felt at once the ferocity del mio 
maschio pensare [of my male way of thinking | vanish and my heart 
grow tender. My sentiments embellish that part of a song which, ac- 
cording to the dominant passion, may provide my soul the most pleas- 
ure; Tm unable to embellish the verse of the best French play in this 
manner. That*s perhaps whence comes my love of music, the boredom 
which I’m given by the French stage and my injustice toward bad 
music. 

As soon as something is bad it no longer has any interest for my 
heart, the embellishing power ceases ai)d boredom appears. Were I to 
lose all my imagination, Fd perhaps lose my taste for music at the same 
time. ihr moment, this taste is far stronger than that for painting. 

September r, at te** minutes to four in the morning, — In the month of 
March this year, when I thought I was to be sent on a mission to Italy 
and going there with Crozet, I was simple-minded enough to read 
some travel b' ok They diminished Italy’s attractions for me; old 
Misson alone appeared to me to have some naturalness. Now I am tak- 
ing with me only the voyage of Arthur Young and that of Duclos, 
because theyVe themselves. 

D6le, September j. — I witnessed the sunrise. I noticed that while the sky 
was still lit up by the blue light of dawn some of the cloud effects were 
sublime; that brought me back to this thought: what is truly great 
shouldn’t affect anything: it should simply act, and the most trivial 
things that spring from it, when they arc seen to be coming, will ap- 
pear sublime and be admired for themselves. 

We’ve seen three towns today: Dijon, Auxonne and D61e. When 
you’re familiar with two or thice French towns, nothing is as insipid as 
those more or less shabby buildings thrown together in a haphazard 
way. Especially for me, who am only interested in things that portray 
man’s manners and morals. At Dijon, I went to see Mme. H^liotte, 
who wasn’t home. I wrote her a letter in an extravagant style. Natural- 
ness would have appeared inane and without sentiment to a provincial. 

Dijon is, in my words and in those of an inane expression, an over- 
grown village. Level situation, no river, a stream called the Ouche. 

A common house well enough built, but a courtyard so cramped that 
I was conscious of nothing but shabbiness. A theater on a level with 
the ground. 
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A little bootblack who told me his life story. 

Auxonne has a neat and well-populated appearance, balconies and 
perrons well built. It can be seen that capitals have been added to the 
houses. 

Dole, very agreeable situation. The promenade, or the Cours de 
Saint-Maurice, commands a fine view. 

Of the three towns, Td give my preference to this one. Its situation 
is picturesque. Tm overcome with sleep and am going to bed. 

Written at Champa^ote, September 2, at three o'clocl(, afternoon. — ^Be- 
fore going to bed, I spent a long time watching the room of a woman 
across from whom I sat at supper and who looked quite possessable. 
Her door was ajar, and I had some hope of catching a glimpse of a 
thigh'or breast. 

A woman who’d have no effect on me if she were in my bed, gives 
me a delightful sensation when seen unexpectedly, then shc*s natural, 
I'm not occupied with my role, and I’m entirely given over to sensation. 

My love affairs have always been a bit disturbed by my concern with 
being agreeable; in other words, being occupied with a role. In these 
circumstances you can’t be thoroughly natural. It’s not impossible to 
become bored in the presence of a mistress, you can’t let her sec your 
boredom; you’d lose her. But, for me, love would' be a far keener pleas- 
ure if, like Signor Lechi for instance, when I’m with my mistress, I 
thought of nothing else. 

Dole was lit by a superb full moon. I took a few turns on the Cours 
Saint-Maurice, but I was a little concerned, during my day’s excursion, 
with the effect prqduccd by my appearance and especially my chari- 
vari,^ on the women. 

In the evening, I was also a little concerned with walking with an 
impassive and disdainful look beside some young Dragoon officers who 
were walking in an insolent fashion. 

All this is sorry business, but, I’m only twenty-eight; I hope it will 
pass as I grow older. 

The full moon was still lighting up the silent horizon when we left 
Ddle at three o’clock. The moon, appearing in its fullness in the middle 
of two corridors formed by hills and trees, formed, with the vast silence 
of the night, a sight comparable, in the opposite variety, to the sunrise. 

We passed beside a bridge of five or six arches over the Doubs. The 
driver told me that, one Sunday two years ago, this bridge, being 
crowded with people, took it into its head to collapse. No one perished. 
A priest and two otl^er persons remained on a pile; they went out in a 
punt to get them. 

September a.— My heart spoke today for the first time. Nothing is more 
Marais f^tened on the watch chain. 
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insipid (producing boredom and gloom for me) than the sight of a 
town like Dijon. The flat plains around Paris also produce this effect- 
Today, as we came from Dole to Poligny, I finally saw mountains and 
peasants which didn’t remind me of Paris. I had pleasure in traveling. 
Character of the mountain fields.^ 

At one o’clock, between Poligny and Champagnolc, where I’m writ- 
ing this in a pine room that reminds me of the Chartreuse, 1 noticed, 
on the right as you go down, the first amphitheater of mountains 
which has struck my view since Melk, I believe. 

The gorge of Poligny is very beautiful: the road, a good work of the 
Emperor, is of the same kind as that of Chailles. 

I didn’t pay much attention to all that; I was engaged with the 
amiable Lechi in una discussione italiana intorno alia grandezza di 
Milan [in a discussion in Italian on the greatness of Napoleon]. He re- 
proached him for having deceived Italy by not leading it to liberty. 

He afterward spoke of the art of being happy, ambition, the work of 
a Prefect and the gaiety of Venice, its government and morals. He 
spoke with such grace and comedy (without emerging from grace, a 
sublime thing per uno che dintende in questa arte [for one who under- 
stands this art]) that I frequently wished 1 could take down what he 
was saying; I even tried to remember some of his phrases. But I no 
longer have anything but the sense of them, and I’d make it lose that 
charming grace. 

He’s certainly the man who’s given me the most conversational 
pleasure in perhaps the past ten years; I don’t recall another manner 
so amiable. 

I’m writing as fast as my pen can go, otherwise it’s obvious that I 
wouldn’t have used the word manner. It’s as far as anything can be 
from my man. ’ 

My amiable traveling companion confirmed my ideas, which I was 
beginning to fear were chimeric, on the happiness that’s to be found in 
Italy. 

There’s but one obstacle, ’tis that for my talent, perhaps it is 
harmful il vivere Ionian dei miei stomachevoli modelli [to live far 
from my disgusting models]. 

The sky is no farther from the earth, as Montesquieu says, than is 
the amiability of my Lechi from that of Z. The one is nat ^ral, jolly, 
frolicsome as a lass; the other is pedantic, affected, ponderous, boring. 

I’m tired and can’t keep myself from falling into the pine bed of the 
mistress of the Champagnole posthouse. It’s a village traversed by the 
nascent Ain, which turns the sawmills. 

There’s a stpny plain eighty feet above the level of the village 
'1 still recall it as I write this. October 22, 1817. [Note added by Beyle.] 
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houses. The ^uare is ugly and unkempt; I have it beneath my win- 
dow. But it recalls the Alps. The houses are shingle-roofed. 

From Champagnole to Saint-Laurent, we followed a road that was 
a sort of terrace, now on the right, now on the left of a mountain tor- 
rent flowing far below between two rocky ridges. 

During this time the moon rose. The hills around us looked like 
motionless waves. The moon, which lit tliem up, seemed close to 
us. 

We arrived at Saint-Laurent, and landed in the midst of a meeting of 
traveling salesmen. I well observed the bourgeois absurdity. Nothing 
they did escaped from being the most overdone absurdity. They in- 
dulged in numerous gestures, scratched their heads, examined their 
forks, etc., in order to disguise their timidity. Their greatest feat was 
to have drunk eight bottles of wine while eating a beef salad at such- 
and-such an inn at Lyon with so-and-so. Beforehand, the company is 
acquainted at length with the inn and the comrade. After that comes 
the story, followed by forced laughter. One of them, ponderous, slow- 
witted and, I believe, a Grenoblois, cracked some jokes, based on 
mythology, which everybody admired. He uttered commonplaces 
which were repeated three or four times. This sglcmn wag had beside 
him a little fop of the Parisian variety who never took his eyes oft him, 
repeated what he said, admired his sallies. The whole business was very 
strained. I said to Signor Lechi that the most natural and best-bred 
person at the table was our driver. Signor Lechi assured me that in Italy 
the same difference was to be remarked between the conversations of 
Milan and those of the provinces. 

1 took hold of the two backsides of a passable tavern girl; I heard a 
clarinet and a violin which were far from being the same, and yet 
which gave me pleasure. 

La Vattay, September j, eleven o'clock in the morning , — he character 
of the traveling salesmen's joking last night was strained, not comical, 
and launched with all the uneasiness of the most acute self-esteem. The 
amiable company took some time to see the point of the joke, and burst 
out into forced laughter which was absurd, especially toward the end, 
when some of the members started to laugh again and weren't followed 
by the others. The wag with the big nose, who was solemn, philo- 
sophic and disillusioned, afterward said quite simple things with affec- 
tation, as, in speaking of the wine, "Give me two fingers," and four 
seconds later, "or half an inch.” 

Then his admirer Vould look at him steadily with an expression of 
enjoyment and admiration; there would be laughter and they’d repeat 
• the words two -or three times, trying to imitate the drawl of the man 
with the big nose. 
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For them, he was a great man. Their sensation was the same as that 
which would have been produced by a genuine great man. Therefore, 
it was worth studying. I frequently make use of this observation, which 
facilitates the study of the passions. Would these salesmen, who were 
so ridiculous, have done better to keep quiet, like eight taciturn sales- 
men from Holland? No, it seems to me that they at least had the 
pleasure of an extreme mental activity; all their self-esteem was at 
stake. These petty souls, lacking the stuff to live by their own esteem 
unless it is propped up by that pf others, have no pride and conse- 
quently far more vanity than I. In this great parade of wit, they have a 
life, a quantity of sentiment, a susceptibility of vanity unknown to me. 

It’s possible that tavern girls and music have given them pleasures 
of sentiment. They’ve certainly given some to me, who sleep with 
Angeline and go continually to the Opera Buffa and whose heart 
hasn’t been moved by pleasures which should have entirely occupied it. 
It’s an excellent preparation for pleasure, or rather an all-powerful 
antidote ajrainst boredom to have had one’s heart entirely occupied 
with something. 

Geneva, at the "Ecu de Genive, September j, at eight o’cloc\ in the eve- 
ning. — ^After writing my journal, I went up to Signor Scotti, who was 
smoking a ciga^ at the window, and remarked to him that the moon 
was lopsided; when I arrived, Td seen it round. This morning, as we 
left, we saw it round again, and the tavern girl told us that there was a 
period when only a little portion of it could be seen. From which we 
concluded that we’d seen an eclipse without realizing it. 

From Poligny to Gex, the road was full of up- and downgrades, and 
ran along the edge of the mountains- The countryside was very uninter- 
esting, few trees, prairies with short grass studded with slabs of rock, 
pine enclosures, very sturdy houses; nothing majestic in the cliffs; it 
was wild without being beautiful. 

At five o’clock in the morning, the diligence stopped at Morez, I 
believe, for the packages to be sealed with lead. This ceremony obvi- 
ated similar inspections at all the bureaus scattered throughout the 
length of Switzerland. We were all asleep, and we woke up cold and 
surprised to be standing still. 

Signor Lcchi and I saw a hobnail factory; there were already eight 
or ten workingwomen present, most of them young. One, who looked 
like Mme. Hcliotte, showed me the very simple process, which never- 
theless requires two blows of their heavy hammer on the round-headed 
nails. They get two sous a thousand; they make ten or, at the most, 
twelve thousand of them. The hammer comes devilishly close to their 
nose. 

After a slightly depressing and irritating political discussion, we ar- 
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rived at La Vattay, where we were served meat balls like those at 
Grenoble, which I hadn’t come across since Grenoble. 

At half-past eleven, we had the view of the lake and Mt. Blanc. The 
lake very long and of a lovely blue; we could almost see the eastern end. 

We were, so to speak, in the front row for Mt Blanc. It seemed to 
grow, considerably lower as we descended. A great spectacle which I’d 
have sketched at the time but which is now effaced by fatigue. 

Wc reached Geneva at four o’clock. Near the bridge, we knocked off 
the overhanging portion of a shop roof. We were let out at the coach 
office and not at the Ecu dc Geneve. The ill nature and lack of care of 
the Geneva bankers who run the stagecoach business. Everything was 
dismal, rough and brutish, even the facchino who helped us carry our 
things to the inn. That’s probably the result of the republican govern- 
ment: in this case, the absence of monarchical graciousness is very 
striking.^ 

Their city, through which I wandered with Signor Scotti, looks like 
a well-kept prison. It has a silence and gloominess the like of which 
I’ve never seen. The Place Saint-Pierre, overgrown with grass, crossed 
by a single listless blond young man who walked springily in order to 
give himself some gracefulness, offered us a striking sight. 

I went to look again at the window which made such an impression 
on me five years ago, naturally after someone had recommended it to 
me, I forget who. 

We admired the lake, exactly like the sea, from the Saint-Antoine 
bastion. Wc seated ourselves on La Treillc, where no one came. 

‘ However, I saw*fivc or six beautiful faces. Tall girls well built, pretty 
colors, full bosoms, pure eyes, but a cold look. These beauties charmed 
me five years ago. My experience with Angcline makes me prize them 
less now; I’m afraid of boredom with them. 

Seeing this severity of Geneva, I thought that the character of the 
most illustrious man it has produced [Rousseau] might be explained by 
saying that this early education (viz, his promenades to Plainpalais, his 
reading, etc., etc.) was English, or entirely devoted to passion. 

And his later education (the distinctions at the Comte de Gouvon’s, 
his quarrels in Venice) was French, or entirely devoted to vanity. 

The dismal young people who appear insipid in Paris ought to retire 
here. They’d perhaps be taken for agreeable nitwits. All the foregoing 
is badly expressed: the fault lies in my fatigue. 

For fear of being read by someone indiscreet, I’m sending these forty 
pages to Paris. 

At La Treille, Signor Scotti asked me where Piedmont was, as well 
' as Savoy and fhe City of Savoy! 

^1 think I'll find the same thing in England. [Note by Beyle.] 
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At Charenton, he regreitcd not having embarked on the Seine to go 
to Marseille. He has very few ideas, and is a little shattered by his four 
years in prison. 

I remarked the reasonable and polite manner the servants have be- 
tween themselves in Geneva. That s far above the coarseness of this 
class in France, but it’s not as gay. 

Milan, Sitnday, September 8 , — My heart is full. Last night and today, I ex- 
perienced emotions crammed with pleasure. Tm on the verge of tears. 
I arrived here about five o’clock yesterday; • the details of the customs 
and the inn took us an hour, dinner as long again, and it was seven 
^•o’clock by the time that I at last came to the Corso of that Porta 
Orientale where, all rhetoric aside, the aurora of my life was passed. 

As I was then so do I find myself now! No feeling of ambition enters 
into this reflection. I ascribe everything to Signora Pictragrua, and for 
the rest of my stay in Milan in the time of M. Petiet I sec what brought 
about fach result, I hold myself in tender pity. Not being able to be 
loved Ly S-gnera Pietragrua, who was loved by Louis [Joinville], in 
the millions of cattles in Spain that I built for her, I pictured myself 
returning one day as a colonel or having some other situation superior 
to that of being an employee of M. Daru, of kissing her and bursting 
into tears. 

It must be confessed that this plan wasn’t an involved one, but it 
possessed what makes plans of this kind succeed, it was full of senti- 
ment, I couldn’t even think about it without shedding tears. 

This plan came back to my mind yesterday as I realized that, after 
eleven years, I was in the position I desired so strongly at that time. 

What a word, eleven years! My memories were not in the least 
blunted; they were given new life by an extreme love. I can’t take a 
step in Milan without recognizing something, and eleven years ago I 
loved that something because it belonged to the city where she lived. 

Dare I say what moved me the most upon arriving at Milan? It’s 
obvious that this is written for no one but myself. It was a certain smell 
of manure peculiar to its streets. That, more than all the rest, seemed 
to prove to me that I was in Milan. 

Last night, I experienced this overly strong and tender emotion 
which at the present moment pains me through the certainty. I believe, 
that it won’t be shared. I was planning to go to see Signora Pietragrua 
today, but I was afraid of bursting into tears when I kissed her, and 
again appearing ridiculous to her; for I imagined that my unrequited 
love had made me appear ridiculous in the past. How pride enters into 
love! This thought made me feel my emotion painfully. I’d have burst 
into tears of pleasure if, possessing the ring of Angelique, I’d been able 
to go into her salon without being seen by her. 
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Yesterday, after leaving the Corso, which we saw only at night and 
at the time everybody had just left it, Signor Scotti and I went dla 
Scala. 

This theater has had a great influence on my character. If ever I 
amuse myself by describing how my character was formed by the 
events of my youth, the Theater della Scala will be in the front rank. 
When I entered jt, only a tiny bit more emotion would have been 
needed to make me lose my hold on myself and break down in 
tears. 

Fm endeavoring to steer clear of exaggeration. I detest the jalse in 
everything as an enemy of happiness. But 1 believe that, were I in 
Mihin as secretary of an embassy or anything else that didn't icquire 
too much work, I'd pass a happy year here. 

The arte di godere, the art of enjoying life, appears to me here to be 
two centuries ahead of Paris. What adds to the merit of this circum- 
stance is that the goodhearted, easygoing Milanese aren’t indebted to 
reasoning for that, but to their climate and to the debilitating govern- 
ment which the House of Austria gave them; and happy people are 
necessary if you’re going to be happy in even the smallest things, as I 
believe you can be in this land. 

Beside the happiness of women and art, I feel that I’d find much 
happiness in having a circle of friends composed of people like Signor 
Lechi. 

I must write down, lest I forget it, my condition in Milan during the 
months that followed the battle of Marengo. I’d never seen life, not the 
tiniest little bit of it, but I’d lived in all possible novels, including 
Hiloise; I believe that by this time I had read Les Liaisons Dan- 
gereuses and sought emotions in it. The lack of imagination and the 
pedantry of my parents for a long time spoiled the word virtue for me; 

I was incapable of imagining happiness, and, to tell the truth, I’m only 
capable of finding it even now far from what’s called virtue in woman- 
hood. 

With the quality of being extremely sensitive, I therefore combined, 
in 1800, 1801 and 1803, that of desiring to be considered a roui, and it is 
obvious that I was the very opposite of this character. 

No one took pity on me and came to my aid with charitable advice. 

I consequently went without women during the two or three years 
when my temperament was the most ardent. We don’t remember pure 
(unalloyed) sensations. What Fm saying here o£ my temperament u 

consequenhy hrawn\rom {hc'tiificl'know oi natura'i VlStory.Thcy say 

ctat betw^n the ages of nineteen and twenty-two we possess an ardor 

that abandons us soon afterward. Being born in 1783, 1 spent my seven- 
teenth, eighteenth and nineteenth years in Milan and Lombardy. 
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1 was consumed by sensibility, bashful, proud and unappreciated 
The last word is put here without boasting and in order to indicate 
that, whenever my manner was bold enough to be noticed, everyone 
was astonished; people believed me to be the opposite of what I was. 
At the age of eighteen when I most adored Signora Pietragrua, I 
lacked money and had only a single suit of clothes, sometimes a bit 
frayed'here and there. 

Being nothing in Milan at the home of M. and Mme. Petiet and al- 
ready having too much pride to make advances, I passed my days in 
extreme self-commiseration full of melancholy. 

-j, I saw Joinville, Mazeau, Dervillc-Mal&hard and others succeed;' I 
saw them doing things which I felt that I could do better; they were 
happy, had mistresses. I didn't budge, I was waiting for some romantic 
hazard, as the breaking down of a carriage, etc., that fate might make 
my heart known to some sensitive soul. 

If rd had a friend, he*d have cast me into a woman’s arms. Happy, 
Fd hav^ been charming. Not assuredly by looks and manners, but by 
the heart, could T have been charming for a sensitive woman; she 
would have found a Roman soul in me for everything foreign to love; 
she would have had the pleasure of forming the manners of her lover, 
which have sir ; been formed by dint of being knocked about by ex- 
perience — ^and not too badly formed. 

Undoubtedly, such a w'oman would have been loved by me as much 
as the most genuinely sensitive woman could wish to be loved. I 
shouldn’t even have thought of anything other than a woman who 
would have loved me and whom Fd have possessed. 

My sensibility wouldn’t have given birth to lassitude; I believe that 
its various moods would have been capable of interesting every day and 
for many days a loving soul that was able to see my own. 

Since then. I’ve been in love and deeply; but what a difference there 
is between what I experienced in the Rue Sainte [where he lived with 
Melanie in Marseilles] and what I’d have experienced when I was stay- 
ing in the Casa Bo vara sul Corso di Porta Orientalel 
- Certainly, had I been loved in Milan, my character would be very 
different. I’d be much more of a ladies’ man, and I wouldn’t have that 
residue of sensibility che puo servimi pelVarte [which may be useful 
for art]. In Marseille, my head was too occupied for love cj be the 
master of everything; I was beginning to observe. I was reading Tracy 
and Say. 

The two years of sighs, of tears, of sentimental and melancholy 
effusions which I passed in Italy, without women, in that climate, at 

‘In 1817, I'm HAPPIER than all those people, especially the Petiets. [Note added 
by Beyle.] 

P 



414 the private diaries of STENDHAL 

that period of my life and ^vithout prejudices, are probably what gave 
me this inexhaustible source of sensibility which today, at the age of 
twenty-eight, makes me feel all, down to the slightest details, and 
makes me capable of dictating fifty pages of an* artist's observations 
on the passage through the mountains this side of Isella, for instance. 

I compare this present sensibility with a liquor which penetrates to 
the tiniest veins of the body into which it is injected. It suffices for 
everything, aboilnds everywhere. 

With the exception of grace, I was therefore in Milan in 1800, I 
believe, in the same situation as Cherubin [of The Marriage of Figaro], 
but I probably was altogether lacking in grace. 

Mazeau, having come to see me one day when I was sick in my room 
(Casa Bovara, above Mme. Petiet's dining room; behind my bed there 
was a picture of Ganymede, a picture forever sacred to me and which 
I shan’t return to sec) — ^Mazeau told Mme. Pctict that he’d come to see 
Beyle, who looked like a sick lion. My very curly black hair, the force- 
ful look which I already had at that time and my pride lead me to think 
I had no grace with which I might be reproached. 

As I was saying, at that time, so crowded with tender memories for 
me, Joinville, who was then M. Daru’s assistant and who was good- 
hearted by nature, took me to see a tall, beautiful and superb woman 
he had. She was Signora Angelina Pietragrua. 

This is the woman I’ve just seen again after a little less than nine 
years of absence. 

I saw her ano^er time about i Vendemiaire, Year X, on my way 
from Brescia to Savigliano, where my regiment was stationed. But my 
stay at Bergamo and Brescia had already separated me from her for a 
long time. I’m not sure but that, at Bergamo and Brescia, I even hated 
her. 

I can thus say that it’s ten years since I’ve seen her, ten years since 
I’ve seen what I loved the most in all the world. 

I went to see her today at one o’clock. I went to her father’s; a servant 
took me to her home. Luckily, I had to wait a quarter of an hour, and I 
had the time to compose myself a little. 

I saw a tall and superb woman. There’s always something majestic 
about her which comes from the manner in which her eyes, her fore- 
head and her nose are placed. I found more wit, more majesty and less 
of that grace replete with voluptuousness. In my time, she was only 
majestic through jhe force of beauty, now she’s also so through the 
force of her facial traits. She didn’t recognize me. That gave me pleas- 
ure. I refreshed her memory by explaining that I was Beyle, Joinville’s 
friend. “It’s the Chinaman, quegli i il Chinese!’" she said to her father, 
who was present 
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My great love hadn’t made me in the least ridiculous; it turned out 
that she recalled me only as a very gay person. 

I joked about my love.— ’.Why didn’t you tell me about it then?” 
she asked me twice. I joked on the balcony of her father’s house, the 
same place where 1 told her, I believe, that I hoped soon to be a corpse 
on the Mantua plain. Obviously, I didn’t remind her of this gracious 
manner of making love. There was a little embarrassment between us, 
during which I saw the action of her mind, above this sort of em- 
barrassment. After ten years, she’-s a new acquaintance to make. 

The suitor [Widmann] arrived portly after; he’s a Venetian lord, 
attached to the Viceroy with an honorary position here. I manifested 
an engaging politeness toward him. 

That’s the manner she had with me; she gracefully made me take off 
my hat, speaking to me of the Italian way. 

It’s five o'clock; I’ll have to go to dinner. She invited me to go to her 
loge tonight. I’m also to be introduced to Signora Lamberti by Signor 
Lechi.' Th^ good Borronc invited me to his house and asked me if he 
might embrace me. That just about made the cup overflow; a little less 
majesty in Signora Pietragrua and I’d have thrown my arms around 
her and burst into tears.^ 

I went to dr ak a delicious cup of iced coffee and cream, superior in 
my opinion to anything to be found in Paris, and I returned to write 
this. 

I’ve some idea of possessing Signora Pietragrua in passing; she told 
me that she had many things to tell me, that she’d indulged in many 
follies since the last time she saw me — ^all that loudly and distinctly in 
front of everybody. 

I’m writing this after midnight. The play to which I’ve just been 
lasted from a quarter to eight until a quarter to twelve. We had the first 
act dei Pretendenti (translation of Les Pretendus)^ a bad ballet from 
Phidre, the second act dei Pretendenti, a ballet that wasn’t comical 
but was exaggerated. 

Introduction to Signora Lamberti. Her kind of politeness. — ^Her 
uncle, the ninety-two-y<-ar-old abbot.— Remarkable morals.— A comedy, 
however good it may be, and precisely because it is good, cannot be 
common to several nations.— The scenes this evening were sr^ indecent 
for a Frenchman that they’d seem unnatural to him.— I didn’t find 
Signora Pietragrua, who probably wasn’t at the theater. I’m dead with 
exhaustion. 

September 9, Milan, Royal Inn.—l was planning today to write the 

*I add six years afterward, in 1817, that, far from being exaggerated, this account 
comes far indeed from rendering what^l experienced. [Note added by Beyle.] 
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Mocenigo part of yesterday. But I came back at midnight tired out, and 
I’ve only strength enough left to note the events of today. 

I took a bath that was too hot and gave me a headache. I bought the 
comedies of Comte Giraud. Signor Lechi had mentioned one of them 
that aimed at producing laughter without stirring the emotions. I was 
obliged to spend an hour in bed. I purchased a cane before going to see 
Signora Pietragrua. I thought a cane would make me look four years 
younger. It worked very well; I discovered that I knew a dozen tricks 
with a cane which showed beyond a doubt that I was a man of the 
best society and a ladies’ man. In this way I no longer had my hands 
behind my back d la papa, 

I was at Signora Pietragrua’s from two to five; from there to dinner 
at a caterer’s near the Scala. I saw a pretty girl in this establishment; 
she looked to me like a whore; I’ll try to find out about that tomorrow. 
I went to the Corso, from there I took a good-looking little fiacre which 
conducted me in a leisurely fashion to the theater del Lentasio at the 
Porta Romana. It was terrible, but I heard the charming music of 
Mayer’s Melomane Italien, That’s one of the operas which contributed 
ten years ago toward giving me a taste for music. 

After that there was a ballet with some grotesques and a pretty 
woman’s thighs. 

I’m in an unalloyed Italian mood; there’s no similated good taste to 
alter its genuineness^ 

All that for twenty Milanese sous, from half-past eight till eleven 
o’clock. I went to take a sherbet on the Piazza del Duomo. I came 
home; I reserved a carriage for tomorrow. I read thirty pages of Comte 
Giraud, I wrote this, and I’m going to bed, very tired. Tomorrow I’ll 
go back to the three hours spent at Signora Pieiragrua’s and the the- 
ater. It’s possible that I may have Signora Pietragrua. With her here, 
Mme. Bialowiska at Ancona, Naples and Rome on top of that. I’ll have 
nothing to desire. As I haven’t any time to lose, I’ll try to find out to- 
morrow whether, without following the thing up, she wants to spend 
a few happy moments with me. She looks at me a great deal. I’m a new 
acquaintance for her. 

The streets of Milan are as commodious as ours are disgusting. 

I didn’t go to Signora Lamberti’s per fare edmeno un poco di dignith, 
Andro quivi domani [to show at least a little dignity. I’ll go tomorrow]. 

A vetturino, who has the honest look of a German and whose father 
has forty mules in Rome, has just offered to drive me to Rome in a 
carriage which he assures me is very clean; that means it’s passable; 
he’d drive me there in nine and a half days for six louis and a half; he 
* told me I could go from Rome to Naples by diligence in twenty-four 
hours. 
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With the vetturino, I'd be able to sleep in a bed every night, but I’d 
proceed at a walking pace all day, which is annoying in this hot 
weather. 

Another vetturino made me the same proposition. You’d have to be 
with a band of friends, it would be agreeable then. 

Milan, September w. — Details of yesterday, September 9. — I feel through 
every pore that this land is the home of the arts. I believe they hold the 
place in the hearts of this people that vanity holds in those of the 
French. Yesterday I looked for. Appiani’s frescoes; I went to San 
Fcdelc, I found the architecture magnificent; the whole church neatly 
covered with crimson damask, a cool and pure appearance. A Low 
Mass was being said and was being listened to by a score of the faithful 
scattered about on the benches of this vast church; suddenly, a charm- 
ing little sonata began. It was a man at the organ with two women. He 
played a very gay and sprightly rondo. The beautiful, cool church 
heightened its effect. 

Next 10 San Fedele is a large building of a noble architecture. I 
realize that Fm not overly sensitive to this art; it doesn’t speak to my 
heart with enough clarity. 

It ought to be shouted at those inhabitants of Paris who believe them- 
selves so advar.cd in the things pertaining to good order and cleanli- 
ness, “You arc barbarians, your streets exhale a foul stench, you can’t 
take a step in them without being covered with a black mud which 
gives a disgusting appearance to the people who are obliged to go about 
on foot. 

“That comes from the absurd idea of making a general sewer out of 
your streets. The sewers ought to be set underneath the streets. Look at 
the streets of Milan. Perfect cleanliness, an extremely smooth surface 
for the vehicles, smooth walking for the pedestrians, and yet in Milan 
they have nothing but stones, and the paving blocks of Versailles are 
unknown here.” 

This prosopoepia ran through my head all day; even if I’d wanted 
to splash mud on myself, I wouldn’t have been able to do so. 

About three o’clock, I went to the Contrada dei Mcravigli. I had to 
wait a moment; she was coming back. She’d just asked a favor by 
Mejan (mirabeau’s friend). It seems that she has somewhat of a repu- 
tation for amiability or beauty in Milan, and that the mirabeau’s 
FRIEND tried to pay court to her six years ago upon his arrival here, as 
he assumed a gallant manner with her yesterday. 

Signora Pietragrua didn’t greet me with gay and unrestrained eager- 
ness, but with a thoughtful look and manner, albeit full of assurances 
of friendship, observing me a great deal, almost as one would a new ac- 
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quaintance. It’s a strange situation to see a friend again after having 
Had no news of him for nine years. 

I passed through Milan during the first days of Vend^iaire, Year X, 
on my way from Brescia to Savigliano to rejoin my regiment. Antonio 
[Angelina’s son] played with my helmet and plume in the same apart- 
ment. She had me sit on the sofa beside her; I learned at the French 
Ginsul’s that this was the place of honor. She’d promised to tell me the 
story of her rupturp with Louis [Joinvillc]. 

Hiis story is very involved. A year ago 1 shouldn’t have understood 
that love. Louis is goodhearted and has good sense, but his manners 
are common, no wit; he’s ugly, has a coarse face, but it appears that 
under .the surface he’s capable of being moved by the passions. I’d be 
alixufst inclined to believe that, outside the passions, he’s like the 
Vicomte [Louis de Barral] when the latter isn’t in a gaming room — 
everything seems inane to him. This state is probably often brought on 
by ^e lack of success in society. When we'd be talking of worldly suc- 
cess, Joinville often used to say things which amounted to this: “My 
kingdom isn’t in that world.” The fact is that he’s ignorant of all the 
proprieties, and you can see at the first glance that he hasn’t any wit at 
all; in short, he looks like a peasant introduced in society. 

MUtttt, September ii.— Summary of the day of September /o.— Yesterday 
(September lo) I was so satisfied with myself that I was afraid some 
storm would blow up from Paris. My mind feared vaguely that such a 
time-absorbing pleasure would make me neglect some duty. In order 
to reassure myself, I recalled that many men have undoubtedly enjoyed 
the same pleasures’ but haven’t said anything about it, that conse- 
quently my case wasn’t an exceptional one and that I had nothing to 
fear. 

There was undoubtedly much vanity in my pleasure, but vanity 
combined with a bit of sentiment; without this mixture, a pleasure of 
vanity is almost nothing for me after a few minutes. 

Upon getting up yesterday, I went to see the French Consul 
(M. Flury, I believe). In his salon, I found some fine engravings of 
Constantinople and th.. portrait of a huge figure. I concluded that he’d 
lived in Pera and that this enormous being was his wife. He put in an 
appearance. He’s a man with that kind of embonpoint which prevents 
one from thinking. 

From there to the Marino to leave a note at the home of M. Saint- 
Romain, prosecutor general of the Imperial Court of Turin, with whom 
it appears that I’m gbing in a mail coach to Rome. I hoped I wouldn’t 
find him in order that the negotiation might drag on, no engagement 
would be taken andJ’d suy here a fortnight if I had Signora Pietra- 
grua. ‘ 
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I had a carriage, a bit for convenience and a great deal out of vanity 
in respect to Signora Pietragrua. It mustn’t be forgotten that, as far as 
general relations are concerned, Vm a new acquaintance for her. The 
influence of little things is extremely important in this case. 

I arrived at one o’clock at Signora Pietragrua’s. She’d been indis* 
posed. Signor Widmann arrived soon after with the permit necessary 
to see the Brera. Signora Pietragrua decided to go. She left us to 
change' her dress. While she was gone Signor Migliorini arrived; he’s 
a handsome conscript with a benevolent look and a total absence of wit. 
It would be too boring to note down all the insipid things he said. 

In an effort to be amiable, he talked a great deal. At first, he looked 
lit me with a crusty seriousness, a manner in which asses always greet 
strangers. I reflected that the only thing worth winning over in a dolt is 
his affection; fortunately, my disgust didn’t get the upper hand. II Si- 
gnor Migliorini gave me much pleasure by letting me make his con- 
quest. I succeeded so well that, after leaving Signora Pietragrua, he 
accompanied me to the caterer Vieillard’s and conHded a secret method 
by whicn you can always have an erection, but only when you want to. 
He’s busy at present putting this great secret to a test. You must have 
a tarantula, you reduce it to charcoal, with olive oil you make a paste 
out of this charcpul you rub it on the big toe of the right foot, and as 
long as the drug is there you have an erection. 

When you’ve had enough of this fine condition, you wash yourself 
in hot water. 

Under the monarchies, this fine secret, giving the means of 
being pleasing to women, to the Mmes. Rebuffel, would be worth 
a fortune. 

This reflection is obviously my own. During this entire recital, my 
man didn’t show the least shadow of wit; the most favorable exclama- 
tion to which he was able to give birth was, **That goes without saying'* 

But he revealed manners and morals without being aware of it. 
I. The Italian wariness: he was careful to assure me that he wouldn’t 
think of trying out this great secret on himself. 

2. It appears that he has plenty of women; he has a fairly handsome 
&ce, strength, health and gaiety, but no wit; that’s what his person 
evinces. 

Yesterday, he was in a frock coat and general neglig£ all dav; it was 
in this costume that he made six or eight visits at the theater, and that 
he was in the loge of his general, the handsome Teodoro Lechi. 

Signor Migliorini has been an officer attached to the Court. He ex- 
plained to me that, by this means, he had some thirty women to whom 
he might demonstrate the effectiveness of his great remedy. 

The Milanese dialect is full of sentiment (it’s obvious that I’m not 
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speaking of the sentiment of love), the ring of its words expresses sin- 
cerity and mild rationality. 

This is the full-length portrait of one of the actors of our visit to the 
Brera. The most important was Signor Widmann, a gay man, loving 
music, scarcely given to thinking, loving indolence. I account for his 
lack of intelligence in a favorable manner. Those folks devote their 
youth to love-making, they enjoy themselves with ardor, they’re all 
sensation, and consequently when their sensation fades all that’s left is 
a handful of reflections which they’ve happened to make in the in- 
tervals between their pleasures. 

Signor Widmann, who was something in the way of a Prince of the 
Empire, I believe, although allied to the Rezzonico family, whose name 
hc’ff taken because of the 50,000 francs’ income that a Rezzonico left 
him, has as much of high society’s politeness as is permitted by the 
Italian naturalness. 

This politeness, which would have disconcerted me ten years* ago, 
put me at ease, and while with him I had the noblest, the politest and 
the most attentive manner. 

In this respect, I’m entitled to be satisfied with myself; my friends 
may say what they wish, for they don’t understand my manner. 

It’s justified by success. As we were taking leave, he waited for a car- 
riage to pass, and then walked forty paces to say good-by to me and 
shake my hand. 

We left Signora Pietragrua’s. She motioned me to give her my hand, 
I declined, letting her see that it was because of Signor Widmann, who 
likewise declined, and finally as a stranger I accepted the honor of giv- 
ing my arm alia nostra dea. 

We saw the Brera (I’ll put the description of it in elsewhere after 
seeing it again), as well as Rafaclli’s studio, where Leonardo’s // 
Cenacolo \The Last Supper^ is being made in mosaic and where 
Migliorini spouted some shocking asininities about the patience of the 
poor artists, who were present and accepted everything. I speak here 
only of the interests of gallantry and Mocenigo; that’s already quite 
a bit at one time. 

Milan, September //.—As I was saying, wc visited the rooms of the 
Brera; I was a man of the best society, a brilliant man and a man with 
personality. Signora Pietragrua had shown me the previous day that 
she liked this sort of man; she showed me that with a sagacity which 
made it evident to me that she understood delicate things quite well. 
I hit on some while speaking Italian, which isn’t bad. 

. The arts carried the day, especially a handsome bas-relief (Hercules 
bringing back Alcestes). In the midst of the visit, I was obliged to 
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reason with myself in order to return and be pleasing to Signora 
Pietragrua instead of admiring the' portrait of Monti. 

She put some shrewd questions to me in an effort to guess the 
nature of my work» which she knows only by my card. But, as my 
pride makes me exceedingly sensitive about this subject, I readily saw 
through her attack and got out of it naturally, even gracefully, in the 
meantime giving a touched-up notion of the thing. 

I may mention that, for a character like my own, decorations are 
only good for something when traveling. 

This visit to the Brcra established my place in the opinion of Signora 
Pietragrua and Signor Widmann. 

We went to the Casa Rafaelli. While there, 1 looked at her twice 
with extreme tenderness; each time our hands came in contact, they 
squeezed each other, as frequently did our arms. I paid her several 
brief and tender compliments. 

She dismissed us at her door at half-past four; al rivederci, questa 
sera al fgood-by, until tonight at the theater] was the general 

parting word. 

Signor Migliorini had shown us the portrait of his mistress, a married 
woman, stupid look; they joked about this intrigue with a naturalness 
and lack of cr .straint which would have made the hair of our poor 
impotents of Prance stand on end. 

Signor Widmann’s politeness. Signor Migliorini’s tarantula. 

I went in Vieillard’s at five o’clock; my belle in curlpapers was still 
there. I was perfectly amiable with a table companion, to whom I gave 
some of my Burgundy wine.^ It was very good and I did honor to 
my bottle (ten lire di Milano). 

It was between four and half-past five that I enjoyed the perfect 
happiness of which I spoke. It began when I took Signora Pietragrua’s 
arm. My companions’ lack of ideas gave me a glimpse of boredom 
at Rafaelli’s; it takes two to play tennis. 

I went for a walk alone on the Cor so; my happiness faded as 
fades that of some ambitious people.^ 

« My memories were delightful, poignant; they were transformed 
into reality. I disco\ered that I was now in love with Signora 
Pietragrua. From that minute, a thousand little circumstances that had 
interested me in Milan paled. The chimes, the arts, musi^-, etc., all 
the things which are charming for the heart when it’s idle become 
colorless and without worth when love fills it. 

At six o’clock, I found that I was in love with Signora Pietragrua; 

^He was an extemporaneous poet and a parasite. [Note by Beyle.] 

*Who, from the head of one class, put themselves at the foot of another. [Note 
by Beyle.] 

P* 
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bashfulness was born; from that moment a frightful gloom filled my 
soul. 

This gloom came in lafge part from the fact that ^ thousand little 
springs of happiness through memories, little springs which made a 
river, at once dried up. 

My .carriage has been more bother than it’s worth since I stopped 
comparing my present rank with that of an employee working with 
Inspector of Reviews Dam. The Scala no longer gives me the pleasure 
that I used to derive from the memory of the tender and melancholy 
sentiments I experienced in other days when I held a rank to which I 
was so superior. 

I had tenderness and melancholy right at hand, I merely had to look 
up at the second loge in the second tier on the right. 

I believe there’s much vanity in my case, for I don’t anticipate a 
great pleasure in being in Signora Pietragrua’s arms. Really, Angeline 
[^reyter] has disgusted me with the sight of bare thighs, a breast, etc. 

It will be useful for Mocenigo if I remember how the charm of 
Milan suddenly disappeared when the memories grew intense enough 
to be transformed into reality; also my way of explaining this by the 
numerous sources of the pleasure of memory which dry up as soon 
as all I see in things is what might serve or harm my nascent love. 

What would be the effect on me, going up to the second tier of 
loges, if I recognized the arrangement, the latticework on the lower 
part of the doors, for instance, while devoting all my thought to a 
graceful manner of entering Signora Pietragrua’s loge and wondering 
what kind of a greeting I was going to receive? 

That, if I’m not mistaken, is a precious observation. 

I didn’t make it at seven o’clock yesterday, when I was sitting in 
the pit, full of gloom and wrathful feelings toward my neighbors; I 
listened rather distractedly to the first act dei Pretendenti Delusi, and 
looked up from time to time at Signora Pietragrua, whose face 1 
couldn’t distinguish, but only her hat and arm. 

I retained sufficient presence of mind to think of my dignity, and 
not to go to her loge right at the beginning. I had the patience to 
wait until the ballet began; but, on the other hand, I remained there 
throughout the ballet and half the second act. I was silent and rather 
serious while there. 

She said right at the outset, "'I don’t know what’s the matter with 
Widmann; his features seem to be all distorted.” It was true. 

She and I were alone a moment; I was embarrassed, but I covered 
it up by asking her the names of each person I’d just seen. 

I saw that she was afraid I’d have a bad opinion of her because 
one or two of these persons took h6ld of her knees as a rhetorical 
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gesture. I at once made that gesture. She explained to me that, in this 
city, she’d appear to be a prude if she took offense at that. 

Signor Widmann returned, his features still distorted and solely filled 
with his emotion (a result of naturalness, a thing that wouldn’t be found 
in France). I imagined he was jealous of me. At least, my presence 
bothered him; maybe he had some secret to tell Signora Pietragrua. 
It was pleasant to stay for the fine trio of the three suitors, but I had 
to trot along with Migliorini as soon as the end came. 1 stayed eight or 
ten minutes. I noticed that as soon as I left Signora Pietragrua and 
Signor Widmann began talking wkh interest. 

I went down to the pit. I spent ten minutes with Signora Lamberti. 
Always an excessive politeness. She introduced me to the greatest 
doctor in Italy and his wife. 

That didn’t lift the gnawing gloom. I came back to my room 
furious; that is,. I’d have taken pleasure in rending bleeding flesh 
if I’d been a lion, because I’d have been kept busy and consequently 
distra<^tcd, and besides that I’d have found consolation in doing some- 
thing powerful- Not having anything to rend, I contented myself by ' 
reading the Royal Almanach, an interesting book which I looked 
through with extreme attention till after one o’clock. 

While I w.ts looking through it, the Venetian accent of the inn 
bootblack made me think that Signor Widmann was coming to de- 
mand satisfaction from me for having been pleasing to his mistress. 
That made my rage increase, but I recognized my error. 

But rage at what? — ^At everything, but among other things, to have 
failed to maintain my dignity by staying too long in Signora Pietra- 
grua’s loge and making myself scorned by the woman I loved. I pic- 
tured her letting me see in five or six different ways that she could 
get along quite well without my love. The rage also came from bad 
humor at no longer having any pleasures of memory. 

In a word, I was raging mad, in Alfieri’s dismal way, I believe. Dur- 
ing such moments, if ever I have a family. I’ll make everybody 
wretched. Such moments come over me frequently when I’ve made 
'visits that are too long. I’m very sure that the amiable Giacomo 
Lechi doesn’t have any such moments, but it’s also true that his mind 
doesn’t form the numerous schemes that my rage required of mine, 

AND THB CHARACTER WANTS. 

In speaking of my rage I still feel it a little. I’ve had a terrible 
aspect all day today (September xx); nothii\g has pleased me; but 
fortunately I haven’t sent anybody packing off to the devil except my 
lackey, and even him not too harshly. 

It’s at times like this that I have need of a friend; but what would 
be required is the mildness of Signor Lechi and the sagacity of Crozet, 
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and, above all, I’d have to have a talisman in my pocket to make myself 
liked by them, for at these times I’m hardly what you might call 
amiable. 

The comical thing about my rage is that I see while writing this that 
Signora Pietragrua merits nothing but my praise. She regarded me 
several times with attention at the theater; I was overwhelmed with 
tokens of attention and complaisance; moreover, as a snuffbox was 
passed, I having lightly squeezed her hand, she sought and at once 
found an opportunity of Squeezing mine in the most pronounced 
manner possible. 

A strange result of much pride and sensibility, which I’ve gone 
into at length in order that the Beyle of 1821 may understand it. 

But what is Signora Pietragrua after all? That’s the thing that’s 
essential. 

Here will be found the modest assurance that I haven’t enough 
facts. I beg that it be borne in mind that this is a two-month excursion 
in Italy, undertaken by a man who’s slightly mad, as the foregoing 
proves. A year’s experience would be required to purify my judg- 
ments. But anyway I’m noting the sound each thing produces as it 
strikes on my soul. 

Character of Signora Pietragrua . — Signora Pietragrua, a tall and 
beautiful woman, is serious-minded. I no longer find anything ro- 
mantic in her eyes. She finds that in Milan monotony kills pleasure; 
intrigues are marriages here. You have pleasure the first four months, 
and then you yawn together for a year or two out of respect for 
public opinion. 

She finds that the Italians (of Milan) lack personality — she calls 
it wit — ^but she grants them talent; i.e., cunning and prudence in reach- 
ing any goal. She made that out the day before yesterday with perfect 
sagacity. I was about to applaud her, although she beat me. She finds 
that, when an Italian happens to get off an epigram, he says it in a 
ponderous way that kills its merit. 

Mightn’t I think that a litde intrigue, quite unexpected and ardent, 
with me might be pleasing to her? That 'would break the monotony. 

Yesterday, on the way to the Brera, I asked her with the laconic 
accent of mystery whether she loved her servant \cavdiere\\ I told 
her that I had been under the impression that Signor Widmann was 
this servant. 

I punished myself for the length of my visit yesterday by not going 
to see her today. It cost me dearly. But I must remember what Angeline 
told me about the effect the attentions and declarations of her lovers 
have on her. If 1 wish to please, it mustn’t be so sure that I’ve been 
pleased. 
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Tm suppressing here a page o£ ridiculous and tender pathos, and, 
after having written twenty pages without interruption, I’m going 
to take a bath. Last night I was a bit mollified by a delightful serenade 
which half awoke me. 

Today, I saw without pleasure the Ambrosiana, Leonardo’s The Last 
Supper, San Celso, etc. The only thing I found that was any good for 
me vi2LS a caryatid (the one on the right as you go in San Celso). I’ll 
go to see The Last Supper again and will write my entry in the 
refectory itself. I saw a sketch by Bossi (Ugolin). The children arc 
placed with grace and are touching; the figure of the father is nothing 
more or less than that of a flayed man, instead of showing a happy 
man who’s merely suffered misfortune for four days. The painter 
ought to suppress the piu lune of Dante and assume that misfortune 
started only at the moment the door was sealed. It’s nothing more than 
a cartoon. 

I used to reproach myself for not having seen the Ambrosiana dur- 
ing mv first stay in Milan. This remorse was overdone. This library 
offers not the slightest interest. There’s a copy of The Last Supper 
painted, the guide told me, in 1596, a hundred years after the original, 
and the copyist complained even then that Leonardo’s work was 
becoming effaced 

I experienced the seccatura [boredom] of guides. My servant butted 
in to praise Titian. A guide would keep me, I believe, from admiring 
// Matrimonio Segreto. Theie ought to be dumb guides who’d lead 
you to a monument and simply point it out. 

After these excursions, I went about on foot through the streets, but, 
as I’ve already said. I’m no longer touched by my memories of Milan. 
I returned to my room and wrote twenty pages in my journal. I went 
to take a bath. The bath gave me some thoughts, among others that 
of saying to Signora Pietragrua: 

“When I left your logc, I was madly in love with you. I went to the 
pit in order to see you. I punished myself for this imprudence by not 
seeing you yesterday.” 

I see that I’ve forgotten what it was that gave a bit of graciousness 
to this idea. 

I went to the Corso, which seemed to me boring. There was no one 
there but two women of the common people, on foot. 

From there to the PretendentL Immediately after the first act, I went 
to Capricciosa Pentita, from which I came out at half-past eleven. Music 
full of grace, gaiety of the actors, but danger of picking up lice. 

That’s the only danger I’ve found thus far on my voyage. 

The traveler who wants to amuse himself by writing everything he’s 
read about the country of his rambles would be able to compose a 
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journal of a hundred folio volumes. He who simply notes what he has 
felt is very limited. 

Milan, September J 2.—1 plan to make my little declaration to Signora 
Pietragrua, and to find out whether I ought to stay in Milan or be on 
my way. Nothing retains me more than she does. 

I’ve just been to the Royal Palace. There’s nothing majestic about it 
except the ballroom and a concert room, which,* however, seemed to 
me inferior to th^t of the palace in Vienna. 

The room of the Council of State is shabby, but it’s better than ours 
in this respect, that the light enters from above and the acoustics are 
good. 

But it’s in the same bad oblong form. They ought to be built in a 
semicircle. 

The Milan palace looks poverty-stricken. The mirrors in it are small 
and divided into several parts, the clocks shameful, forty or fifty pieces 
of Jacobean furniture. 

The clocks are from Paris, and there are a great many of those 
terrible old Gobelin tapestries. 

The only fine things in this palace are the artificial marble floors 
and the paintings by Appiani. 

The frescoes are very fine, but there’s almost too much blue in them. 
This color lends freshness and majesty, but too much of it gives a cold 
and cadaverous effect. 

I saw two or three portraits of the Viceroy’s Lady which were shame- 
ful; the neck and hands were blue, the breast the same, formless, almost 
ha^. 

'f^e two portraits of the Emperor are majestic, of genuine state- 
liness, by means especially of the two victories in half-tone; but 
Appiani has made an inspired man of the Emperor. It would seem that 
painters only conceive genius in this way, and that the superior reason- 
ing power which grasps the real relationships between things, as much 
as it’s possible for man to do, and which dominates events by a cold 
prudence, is invisible to them. 

LOVE. But this morni ’\g I was a very long way from this cold reason 
of which I speak. I counted the minutes. I intended to go to Signora 
Pietragrua’s at one o’clock. Noon came around at last; I got dressed. 
I was tender and in a mood to make a fine declaration. I was all 
worked up; but it’s precisely when I’m in that fine state that luck 
goes against me. I asked the woman at the door if she was at home. 
She said, "Yes" I went up full of impatience; a pretty little chamber- 
maid, lively and gay, told me with a sly litde look, "Servo suo, b 
,sortita [At your service, Signora has gone out].” 

I went to the Brera, where, as I looked at the pictures, I attempted 
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to reason with myself, to dull my soul and to take things gaily. After 
such efforts, you’re dead as far as graciousness is concerned. 

They turned us out of the Brera at two o’clock; I went to Signor 
Rafaelli’s to see the work on The Last Supper, a Christ by Guido 
Reni, etc. I was attempting to kill time until three o’clock. Signor 
Rafaelli, I believe, a bilious little young man with the face of an 
artist, took me through his establishment; at length, I noticed that it 
was half-past three, and I escaped. 

I went up to her apartment; but there was no longer any of that 
gentle emotion, no longer any tenderness. It was a couple of hours 
earlier that I should have been seen. She was alone; she would only 
have needed to be in a joking mood to make my declaration expire 
on my lips, and tonight I’d have been as surly as a bear. I told her with 
the tone of pure reason that I was in love with her, that it was in 
order not to run the risk of loving all alone that I didn’t go to see 
her yesterday, etc., etc. 

She^said (more or less) that I was joking; and, as I sincerely assured 
her of the contrary, she said, “I’d like very much to believe that it was 
true.” 

Our whole colloquy was devilishly reasonable both in tone and 
character. But. since the French have much more vivacity in con- 
versation than the Italians, this distant manner may have escaped her. 

She told me right away that she’d also been in a bad humor yester- 
day when she saw at four o’clock that I wasn’t coming, and that she’d 
gone out today in order to punish me. 

Thereupon I said some things that were very good indeed, but said, 
in my opinion, in a way that was too cold. She addressed me in the 
second person singular, she wept, her tenderness redoubled when I 
recalled the traits of my former love. 

It seems that this memory, which I’ve preserved for so long of a 
thousand little things, appeared remarkable to her — I don’t dare say 
touched her.^ When I tried to kiss her, she said, '^Receive and never 
taJ{ey I find this maxim very suitable for my character, in which the 
force necessary for the execution kills the sentiment. 

Consequently, I didn’t steal any kisses, but I soon received some. 
Tenderness came back proportionately as I had no more need for 
executive power; I felt myself stimulated, and if the t£te-\-t£te had 
continued for long, I’d have gone through with things. 

She wept, we kissed each other and spoke in the second person 
singular, continually on her part. We thoroughly discussed the question 
of my departure. She repeated several times in a voice tremulous with 

^Thb is all very .amusing for me to reread in 1817 (November 2, 1817) after what 
Pve seen since then. [Note added by Beyle.] 
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emotion, “Leave, leave, I realize that you must leave for my peace of 
mind. Tomorrow I may no longer have the courage to say it.” 

When I told her I’d be too unhappy during the trip, “But you’ll 
have the ceitainty of being loved.” 

She said with a look that was quite convinced, speaking of our re- 
lations together, “Why, it’s like a novel!” 

Does she feel what she says? Is it through coquetry? 

That’s a great question; but I want to try to make her really amorous, 
if she’s not so already. I had a fine moment this morning, following 
which I smashed my watch crystal, after having her read, "Angiolina 
fama in ogni momenta [Angelina loves thee every moment].” 

Those are things that can’t be resisted. She was afraid our blushes 
would compromise us. I assured her she needn’t fear for me. Arrived 
a pupil of Pestalozzi and later the cavalier servant.^ I was perfectly 
amiable with these gentlemen. As the result, I saw the keenest pleasure 
in her eyes, which, however, I didn’t dare to regard too often fot fear 
of not being able to keep up my role. I talked about Tracy to the 
savant, about the arts, granite and English to the servant. 

This servant appeared to be possessed of intelligence, profoundity, 
tact and social experience, but he looked unhappy and suspicious; no 
fire, no nobleness, forty years old. She went to great pains to assure 
me that he wasn’t at all her lover. 

But she looks to me as though she had a very prudent behavior. It 
may be simply the Italian character which I’m seeing from near at hand. 

This victory didn’t give me an overwhelming pleasure. If she’d 
been home at one o’clock, things would have been entirely different. 

I left her at five o’clock, after being perfectly amiable with the 
gentlemen. 

I saw her again in her loge, where I was somewhat bored at being 
able to say and do only indifferent things. Still, we squeezed each 
other’s arm, and for the first time I heard perfectly a Milanese con- 
versation, full of quips, allusions and semi-indecencies— in a word, very 
difficult. 

1 remark that it’s extremely difficult to judge a people whose 
language you don’t know. 

She gave me a rendezvous tomorrow at the Fran^ais in an illumi- 
nated loge, the tenth in the second tier; but I’ll go to see her at one 
o’clock. 

MUan, September i ). — ^I was wearing the same pair of trousers when 1 
fought the batde of May 31 at Palfy* and that of September 12 at 
Milan. 

*M. Turenne. [Note by Bejde.] 

^See above, entry of June 3, 1811. 
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Mme. de Palfy'i manner wai replete with emotion; that of Signora 
Pietragrua seemed to me too replete with rationality.^ 

Besides, the Italian, being more profound and more susceptible to 
violent emotions and daring deeds, applies more rationality to the 
arrangements which concern his happiness, and consequently has a 
more unperturbed and indifferent appearance. 

Signora Pietragrua, for example, who took a woman with her to 
serve as witness, and who was heedless of the consequences her act 
might have, left for Paris to justify herself before Joinville and then 
leave him; at whom, a few months earlier, an unsuccessful lover had 
fired a pistol and calmly denied the fact; who has since governed her 
conduct with the most consummate prudence — Signora Pietragrua, I 
was saying, couldn’t be moved by an avowal she was able to foresee 
and had possibly planned to bring about. 

Therefore, in spite of having too much rationality, it’s possible 
that she loves me. 

Septembe*' r^, Sunday. — The Italian, being aware of the violent passions 
to which t\c may open the flood gates, is full of attention, and con-* 
sequently appears to be unfeeling in moments when we French, who 
are sure of not losing our heads, give ourselves up completely to our 
emotion, whi^Ii thus is weaker and appears to be stronger. 

September /5.— I came away from her home full of admiration and 
almost of love. She’ll make me shed tears when I leave Milan. That 
tender phrase, to see her again after ten years, when a thousand ac- 
cidents during that time might have taken me away from her forever I 
To see her again and not to have her, to suffer the misfortune of being 
able to say, “Others have made more headway in her affection!’’ 

She’s just given me a half hour of the understanding of this sublime 
and tender character that made me so wild during the year of Marengo. 
She told me how she almost died during the year of the great plague, 
from which she was saved by tht extraction of 400 ounces of blood; 
of the doubts about religion which came to her after this experience; 
she told me she’d read Dupuis {Origine des Ctdtes)^ but especially 
’’her dear Elvezio” [Helv^tius]; that she'd submitted her doubts to 
M. Turenne, and that she finally had them no longer. 

After the affectionate way my declaration was received, there was 
a day (September 13 , 1 believe) when I thought I was goiug to spend 
a month in Milan and be her lover. 

At once Milan was displeasing to me. What was there to do when 
I wasn’t with her? It seemed to me that I no longer loved Angiolina 
—at least I felt myself turned to ice. 

'It*s quite simple, lack of habit in Mme. de Palfy. She’s the most and the least 
coquettish of women. [Note by Beyle.] 
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I cursed my pride quite sincerely. If she hadn’t loved me, Fd have 
had some frightful moments, the thought of not being loved by this 
rare woman would have haunted me amidst all my pleasures. 

She loves me, and boredom has come over me. 

That means there’s a source of unhappiness in me. How Fd like to 
have a friend who’d constantly prod this part of my soul with a red- 
hot ironi 

I don’t know wl\ether it was yesterday or the day before that I went 
to see her. I might have her and stay, or leave and not have her. 

When I arrived, she repeated several times, “Leave, Beyle, you must 
leave; leave, leave, you must leave.” 

I held out and appeared to be very hurt, but finally, amid the piU 
teneri bad [the tenderest of kisses], I agreed to leave. 

From that moment, everything changed and took on a moving 
complexion. 

We spoke of the possibility of my settling down in Milan. 

“How quickly Fd turn out all my friends and tell them, *F11 see you 
at the theater if you wish.’ ” 

She said that with the most genuine and richest ring in her voice, 
and her eyes akindle. 

Yesterday, the 14 th, in our little tete-a-t^te of one o’clock that lasted 
twenty or twenty-five minutes, there were tears in her eyes several 
times, she abandoned herself in my arms; ma nel mezzo dei piu 
teneri bad [but in the midst of the tenderest kisses], she wouldn’t let 
me give her a kiss on the thigh. “What’s to keep us from going farther ? 
I&that the way to heave each other?’’ she repeated constantly, kissing 
me at the same time. “We’re losing our heads more and more.” 

I felt myself in the presence of a superior mind. 

I feel myself penetrated with an admiration for her that leads me to 
tenderness. 

As I was saying, yesterday I went to hunt up M. de Saint-Romain. 
I only saw him this morning. Unfortunately, he’s waiting for some- 
thing, otherwise we’d have left tomorrow. I hope we’ll be able to leave 
September 17. 

But Fll see Angelina again on my way back to Paris, and at present 
my heart finds it impossible to go a year without seeing her. 

I believe that, upon arriving in Paris, Fm going to become a miser 
and a flatterer in order to have the money and the leaves of absence 
to come to Milan. 

Yet Fm very bored when Fm far from her. 

Some importunate friends came in after our little t£te4i-t£te yester- 
.day. I wanted to leave so as not to make them jealous; the void into 
which Fm plunged when I leave her made me stay on until four 
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o’clock. We saw in succession Messrs. Widmann, Delfonte, Turenne 
and the Comte d’Azas; I tried to be amiable, but that was perhaps one 
more reason for these gentlemen not liking me. The only feeling they 
can have for me is jealousy. 

A week ago, after a long absence, I again saw Angelina, who didn’t 
recognize me, and already my credit is equal to theirs, or, to be more 
accurate, superior. 

If I had a couple of hours of privacy in a loge or on the promenade 
with Angelina, enough time to be natural, she’d fall in love with me. 

Yesterday, she frequently had tears in her eyes. 

This morning, we had a rendezvous at the bath. I had a hard time 
not to miss it. All turned out for the best. 1 told her all the errands 
I had done for her this morning. "Why, it’s enough to make you 
giddy,” she said with tears in her eyes. 

We missed our rendezvous at her house. I found her sister and her 
handsome and stupid husband there. Then her mother, as well as 
the good Borrone, greeted me with friendliness of the German sort. 
Then Messrs. Tordorb, an abbot who looks as though he were a re-* 
markable man, Widmann and Turenne. 

She spoke to me from two o’clock till a quarter to three in front 
of the others, who were talking in low voices, of her illness, of how 
she was dyin^;, of her doubts, etc. Why hasn’t Mme. dt Palfy a char* 
acter like this? Great heavens, what happiness! 

But, to come back to Angelina, I’d like to die in her arms. That 
mixture of majesty of soul and attachment for me would make me 
valiandy swallow the pill, which I’m sure to take as it should be 
anyway, thanks to my pride. But it would be so sweet for me to weep 
with Angelina. 

Obviously, I’m far from Mocenigo. I no longer have the peace of 
mind that would make me find a piquant pleasure in things of this 
kind. 

Her sister gave me a friendly greeting. This evening, after the 
Ave Maria, she’s going to play some music for me with Signor Wid- 
mann at the Borrone home. 

This morning at the bath she told me in an enigmatic fashion, be- 
cause of the people listening, that she lived with her husband amply 
as a friend and, for the past two years, like a nun. 

1. Therefore, I don’t love her enough to live in Milan £ot her and 
not continually with her. 

2. But I'd believe I had found happiness if I loved her in the Italian 
manner; i.e., being continually with her. 

3. But she’ll cause me to shed tears when I leave, and melancholy 
will be my traveling companion. 
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Here are the comets [ric] that I know: matrimony, in the Year IV 
or V, before our time.^ 

M. Gros, ended in the Year VII; 

M. Louis [Joinville]. 

another french; 

AND I MYSELF. 

Milan, September 75 (^written September 76). — ^All Milan was on the 
Corso and at the Porta Orientale to see the ascension [in a balloon] 
of Mme. Blanchard. She’s the same one I saw very close up at Saint- 
Cloud on the occasion of the baptism of the King of Rome. 

I WAS not disposed to see all this mob as MOCENIGO. 

I was upset, but by emotions that were quite agreeable. I had the 
look of a madman and I sought Angelina in all the carriages. I didn’t 
see her. I came back to dress, and at eight o’clock I was on Signora 
Borrone’s balcony, 

Fd planned to be a bit somber. I was quite as I should have been 
for the interests of the kind of love I have for Signora Pictragrua. I 
talked to her with ardor and naturalness; she told me not to be 
taciturn. 

I joked with her sister, whom I saw again with pleasure. I talked 
about Court matters with Messrs. Turenne and Widmann. 

Signor Widmann has the nobleness of a great lord; Italian noble- 
ness, that is, naturalness, without bourgeois pride, as M. Sismondi 
remarks at the beginning of the fifth volume of his history. 

M. Turenne hasn’t any nobleness, but much good sense and sagacity. 

Jf I weren’t feeling tender and were traveling in the interests of 
Mocenigo, I’d owe it to myself to see as much as possible of Messrs. 
Turenne, Tordor6 and Barizoni. They arc, it seems to me, distin- 
guished men. Another proof of Angelina’s superiority.* 

Signor Borronc greeted me as well as possible. They wanted to sing, 
but the piano was out of tune. We went to Signora Pietragrua’s. I gave 
her my arm as we were going to her house. She seemed to be in love 
with me and promised di lasciarmi dar un bacio sopra la coscia [to let 
me kiss her on the thijh]. 

We sang. The choice of music was bad, but Peppina [Angelina’s 
sister] has a beautiful contralto voice, thoroughly Italian, a soave, 
powerful voice, like the coffee alia panera of the Caff^ Nuovo, Corsia 
dci Servi. 

Angelina told me it pained her to see me so gay. When I was 
joking with her mother, she said, ‘’Have you already forgotten what 
I told you?” 

. ‘Angelina was married about 1793 at the age of sixteen. 

*And of my youth (1817). [Note added by Beyle.] 



l8ll ITALY 


433 

She said to me out of a clear sky, in the Italian manner, as though 
it were a result of her reflections, “Come tomorrow at half-past twelve.” 

That seemed to me to promise the denouement. I shouldn’t want 
one if it were necessary to go on with my present life. If I sacrificed 
my Italian trip for her, Fd want to be with her all the time, on the 
shores of the Sesia, for instance, like a novel. 

I smashed my canc when she told me she wouldn’t permit i 7 bacio 
[the kiss]. I said in a singsong voice, **Van male e malissimo gli affari 
miei [things are going badly, very badly, for me].” 

Milan, September i 6 , — Magnificent weather, as warm as the month of 
June. I droye around Milan in a fiacre on the ramparts in an hour and 
three quarters. Superb vegetation. Fine effect of the Duomo seen from 
the Porta Romano. 

Only my heart is Italian; if, in 1800, I’d mingled with society, as I’m 
doing now and as I’ll do after a month’s stay in Milan, I’d have ac- 
quired Milanese manners. 

GocJ i. use w^as in disgrace with me for a long time, and I must 
confess that I v uS in disgrace with it. If I’d been thoroughly familiar 
with the Italians, good sense and sagacity would have held the place 
of honor with me instead of being synonyms for indifference and 
weakness of f eling. 

I’m writing this in Milan September 20, 1811. I was regretting the 
trip through Italy; consequently, I wasn’t in love. 

On September 18, 1 had a tete-a-tete of three quarters of an hour 
with hcr.^ The previous day, we went walking together for an hour 
and a half, among other things we went to eat some grapes at a house 
she owns in an outlying district. 

I had a burst of tender melancholy, and I recognized love. 

If I don’t write, I forget everything; but if I describe my feelings, 
I’m distressed. I’m convinced that what is pure feeling leaves no 
memory. 

I was on the verge of growing tender; I wandered through the 
streets, not knowing what to do; I was only due to see her in the 
'evening, at her mother’s. I nearly had tears in my eyes, and my heart 
was heavy. 

At seven o’clock, I saw her at her mother’s. She was with M. Turcotti 
[Turenne], who’d told her he wouldn’t leave for Venice uniu I’d gone. 
I barely had time to speak to her. She went out to buy something. 
Signor Chappuis, commercial traveler, had the courtesy to speak to me 
about my voyage. He recommended the mail coach to me. She came 
back, and I immediately left with Signor Chappuis to reserve a seat. 

I believe that, if the courier which left two hours later, hadn’t been 
*No> it was another day. [Note by Beyle.] 
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taken, I’d have been crazy enough to leave. I was like a child, I wanted 
to ni^ things. I struck a bargain for 120 francs to Bologna. I could 
have had it for 100 francs, but I vras in a rush. 

My disappointment may be imagined when, returning to the good 
Signora Borrone’s, I found that Angelina was no longer there. I 
loitered in the vicinity of the shop. I finally encountered her on the 
Piazza del Duomo. We went to see the comet on the Piazza Gastello. 
It was superb and»quite visible. She looked as though slie were touched. 
I, who’d been so sad all day long, was angry not to be able to put on 
all my melancholy. Messrs. Turenne and Scagliotti were with. her. I 
left her at her door. 

September 19, she came to the Piazza Gastello at a quarter past 
eleven. We got in a carriage and went to the Simonetta. 1 believe 
I’m really in love with her. She seems to love me too. Perhaps I’ll 
have her Saturday, the day of my departure. I find her very incauuous. 
It must be remembered that a false step in this land of sensibility 
doesn’t have the same consequences as in Paris, the throne of vanity. 
Besides, I’m spoiling my love by talking about it. Adieu. 

I saw her from three till a quarter to five. I bought Bossi. I heard 
with pleasure the trio of the second act of the Pretendenti, and have 
just read a comedy by Giraud in order to take my mind off her and 
m put myself to sleep. I’d drunk some coffee with woeful results. 

September 20. — (I’m leaving at midnight tomorrow, the 21st, for Bologna 
at 120 francs.) 

It rained this morning; I wrote Grozet a letter. 

‘ Lhave a somber happiness that seems to me Italian, far removed 
from the facile life of the sanguine man. 

Italian character . — ^The joy of the Italians doesn’t appear boisterous 
to me. It’s expressed by a faint smile which is to be seen especially 
in the eyes, but there the smile .^is to be seen with an intensity rarely 
found on French physiognomies. 

Signora Pietragrua told me there wasn’t any flash in their wit. Every- 
thing has confirmed this observation. 

I’ve been struck by their gross ignorance. The most intellectual of 
my Italians, Signor Turenne, placed Maupertius under Louis XIV. 
That trait isn’t decisive, but I’ve noticed several that were striking. The 
most outstanding were those of Signor Scotti, who, although he has 
traveled, mistook two thatch-roofed cottages two leagues from Milan— 
and two isolated thatch-roofed cottages at that— for Milan. 

In consideration o^ the little I have seen, I should readily grant the 
Italians unlimited sensibility and sagacity. In the knowledge of char- 
' acter, nearly alT of them have a bit of Mocenigo. 

3. Much naturalness. 
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4. No wit, strictly speaking, the wit of Duclos*s kind. 

5« Ignorance. 

6. Little vanity. 

7. Dirtiness. 

Duclos*s kind of thing would be entirely new to them. Nothing is 
farther from that silly kind of thing so common in Germany than 
the Italian manner, and in their writings they’re almost silly. 

What a fine encomium of this land was Signora Pietragrua describ- 
ing the character of Signor Bossi (the artist) and ending by saying, 
“He’s a genuinely dangerous manj” 

It’s in this land that Migliorini can be appreciated and not in Paris, 
where he’d be reproached for tying his cravat Badly, for instance. 
Obviously, the only thing this land lacks in order to be the home of 
the arts is a large consumption of pictures. 

September 21. — I’m leaving tonight. Yesterday, the 20th, I spent the 
evening at a piece of German nonsense by IfBand at the Patriotic 
Thea^^i. The Italian audience laughed outright at the silly phrases 
dealt out in henor of the soldiers’ bread. ’ 

I was waiting for it. I said to myself, “I’m caught,” and I actually 
do believe it’s love, but struggling against a strong character. I hope 
absence will ^icniiit me to get over it somewhat. 

She was to have come, and she hasn’t come. Can it be that she’s 
nothing more than a coquette? 

Yesterday I enjoyed a semi-favor. 

When I returned to my room in the evening, my eyes were swollen 
shut and hurt me. I was a long time on the verge of crying. 

1 WAS, 1 BELIEVE, IN LOVE, 

On September 21, at half-past eleven, I won the victory I had so long 
desired. 

It seems to me that perfectly pure pleasure can come only with 
intimacy; the first time, it’s a victory; in the three following, you 
acquire intimacy. Afterward comes perfect happiness provided you 
have to do with an intelligent woman, lofty in character and whom 
' you love. 

But it’s obvious that this you is myself at the age of twenty-eight 
years and eight months. 

This victory was not easy. At a quarter to ten, I went irco the little 
church on the corner of the Via dei Meravigli. I wasn’t able to hear 
ten o’clock strike. I went by at five minutes after ten by my watch; 
no paper. 

I went by again at twenty minutes after ten; she signaled to me. 
After a very serious moral conflict, in which I shammed unhappiness 
and almost despair, she was mine at half-past eleven. 
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I left Milan at half-past one, September 22, 18x1. 

Bologna, September 24. — ^The denouement of September 21 gave me back 
my sense of duty, and I’m consequently putting a half hour of freedom 
to good use by writing. This postface is an excuse for the lack of feel- 
ing in the said account, or rather, its lack of color. 

1 left Milan on the 22nd at a quarter to two in the morning. At 
midnight I read in the Caffi Mest. • . , next to the post office, of the 
Due de Cadore’s appointment. 

I passed through Lodi, Pizzighettone, where the Adda appeared to 
me to be very wide, through Cremona, where 1 dined— a lonely and 
dismal look — and through Bozzolo. Finally Mantua at eleven o’clock. 
I took supper there. I wrote to Signora Pictragrua from there. I slept 
theTe a little, and was shamefully bitten by gnats. The whole day was 
a rest period, 1 slept constantly. 

I left Mantua at tv/o o’clock and passed over the Po at four. I was 
wide awake and appreciative. I was dying of hunger thanks to the 
bilious sobriety of my little courier who was unimpressionable, saga- 
cious and silent. Afterward I dined at Modena, the cleanest and gayest 
Italian town Tve visited. 

September 2j. — I reached Bologna at half-past six. Trouble getting lodg- 
ings and a bath. I reached the theater at a quarter past eight. I saw 
Ser Marcantonio, an opera by Pavesi which charmed all Milan last 
year, I believe. Signor Giacomo Lcchi told me the story of this 
opera, and I saw II Signor Marcantonio and talked with him in 
the loge della Gina colla [of Angelina with] Signora Crivclli, whom 
he serves. 

The prima donna, Signora Marietta Marcolini, is a contralto of a 
perfect mildness of manner. I’d have liked more vigor. But that kind 
of mildness is admirable, and we could use some of it in France. I 
remained until the end because of Signora Marcolini. From time to 
time, I fell asleep. 

I reached the Albergo Reale at half-past eleven. Tremendous racket 
made by my servant, and complete silence. After half an hour, the 
master of the house cLmbcd over the door. 

September 24. — ^This morning, I saw Neptune, by Giovanni di Bologna, 
San Petronius, the church of San Dominico, Guido’s Heaven, the 
. . . gallery.^ 

A man unfamiliar with poetry experiences a greater amount of 
pleasure after reading La Harpe’s Lycie. I could use a similar book 
on painting. And yA, for the arts, a sensibility uniquely applied to 
that sets me apart from the vulgar. 

1 invariably say to myself when somebody praises a picture by a 
’I don’t remember the name. [Note by Beyle.] 
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great masteri *‘I£ I came across it on a street corner, would I pay any 
attention to.it?’* 

I base my judgment solely on expression, imagination and natural- 
ness. 

In the . . . gallery, a head that was nothing at all representing a 
countenance of the German variety (in the portrait room, the first) 
touched me. 

A Bathsheba by Guerchino [Barbieri], in which David is too con- 
spicuous and lacks genius, gave, me pleasure. Some Guido Renis full 
of charm and devoid of color. 

$ 

Two pictures of the Venetian school full of color: Herodias Dancing 
and Marc Antony and Cleopatra. 

I came back to eat lunch and write, and Fm leaving. 

The Palazzo Ercolani, built eleven years ago, already looks all 
dirty. The Italians go in for the grandiose. Statues of Hercules on the 
stairways, superb gallery, tables of hard stones, Chinese objects, and, 
amidst nil that, cobwebs, dust, dirt in general and in particular. In 
Paris, we have cleanliness on the interior and shabbiness on the* 
exterior. 

In this palace, I didn’t see a single room where Fd be able to work 
with pleasure The dirtiness shocked me wherever I turned. 

I haven’t seen a single woman who struck me. We’re in the country, 
my servant said. And anyway, the pretty women don’t go abroad on 
foot in the morning in any land. 

Great convenience of the colonnades, but dreariness of the view from 
the windows. 

Bologna, September 24. — ^Thc Italians’ variety of wit without flashes 
doesn’t make them calculated to please their womenfolk. The victory 
of any Frenchman who desires to have wittiness, veiled by gracious 
manners, is assured. Even more so if he’s noblified by elegant dress. 

At the Marescalchi mansion, I found an Italian woman who had 
nothing to recommend her beyond those Italian eyes which I’ve had 
the pleasure of seeing praised by Arthur Young. I started talking, 
being gracious in order not to be shocking, and Fm convinced that 
in three quarters of an hour I was pleasing. My memory won’t oc- 
casion any regrets, but Fm convinced that after that three quarters 
of an hour I stood as well with her as any other man. Fer eyes re- 
minded me of Livia’s [Bialowiska]. Everything considered. I’ll write 
her. 

Fve seen the Ercolani gallery. I’ve seen the university. Many gim- 
cracks of natural history which were nothing to me, worse than 
nothing, boring. 

From there to the museum (Sala della Nazione). A portrait of 
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Guido Reni painted by himself. The lankness of a sensitve man of 
sanguine temperament and some melancholy. The man who showed 
me the pictures appeared to have some intelligence. He told me it 
was true that Guido was piuttosto matinconico [inclined to be mel- 
ancholy]. He quoted Vasari, Lanzi and a third one. There were many 
Carraccis. The brothers were poor, and painted on cheap canvas with 
common colors. A touching way of explaining their present blackness. 
I had little pleasure in seeing their pictures; now and then I felt 
some grandeur ill them. 

This afternoon, I was sensitive to painting. 

Guido Reni’s tender refinement pleased me. 

I saw the apartments of the sons of the Tanari family. They live in a 
palace where there is a superb gallery. Their rooms are enough to 
make you sick: washstands like those of the inns; horrible beds whose 
heads touch the frames of magnificent pictures. 

.ril say once again: grandeur and filth. 

There are five Tanari brothers. Their father died two years ago. 
Their mother’s spiritual director told her that the wrath of God would 
be unleashed on her house if she didn’t have a Venus by Guido Reni 
burned. The poor Venus, for all the Italians* respect for the arts, was 
promptly burned up because she was nude. 

This trait is worth checking. It’s odd for 1809. Signor Aldini or 
Signor Marescalchi ought to know the truth about it. 

I was impressed with the extreme simplicity and majestic appear- 
ance of the edifices in Bologna. At the home of Signor Marescalchi, 
who sends rather qpmmon furniture to his house from Paris, there’s a 
rbofn deserving of envy. It’s full of choice pictures by Guido Reni, 
Guerchino and the Carraccis. Nothing common. It’s estimated as being 
worth 500,000 francs. 

There’s a woman seen full face; it’s by Guido Reni. It’s absolutely 
the Mozart kind of sensibility, the Minette kind. 

It was in this room that I found my Italian woman from Imola, to 
whom I made myself pleasing in three quarters of an hour. It’s agree- 
able to come into contact with those sensitive souls and expressive eyes 
of Italy. You’re able to follow the effect you produce. At the end of a 
half hour, the conversation had already become a private one between 
us. But the trouble is that the husbands and fathers, who also find you 
pleasing, monopolize you in order to have a conversation with you too. 

The handsome Mercury leaping in the air is by Giovanni di Bologna. 

They tried to makq me admire a Virginius, a statue by a professor of 
Bologna: it seemed to me without genius; it’s a mass of muscles and 
that’s all. He was asinine enough to turn away the face of Virginius, 
*who*8 grimacing at the angels. 
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This figure was executed through a subscription of Bolognese art 
lovers who contributed six francs a year for three consecutive years. 
The group once executed, it .was found that there wasn’t enough money 
to pay for it, and it was presented to the author. 

Such a country deserves to have the arts. 

Whether it was vanity or something else, my conversation with the 
Italian woman at the Marescalchi mansion made me feel that happiness 
might be found at Bologna. 

And yet I have only thirty-six. days more of freedom! Alackadayt 

I’ve got to be in insipid Grenoblq by October 24, a month from now. 
From Milan to Grenoble, four days; consequently. I’ll have to leave 
Milan October 20. From Rome to Milan, five days; consequendy, I’ll 
have to leave Rome October 15. From Naples to Rome, two days; 
consequently, I’ll have to leave Naples October 13. 

And I shan’t be there until the 30th of this month. It’ll be necessary 
to divide my time between Naples and Rome, to be at Naples only 
four do) 5 at Rome four days, and to leave Rome October 10 for Milan. 
And, back in Paris, I’ll have so much leisure! If I don’t take up my « 
work with the Due de Cadore, not being needed, I may be able to ob- 
tain some leaves of absence. 

What a pl-^usuie it would be to return to Italy in the month of 
March! 

It would be better to be a Prefect only a couple of years later. 

I’ve seen the Ercolani and Tanari galleries. There remain the Zam- 
beccari gallery and the Madonna di San Luca for me to see. 

The Italians are barbarians when it comes to convenience on the in- 
terior of the houses, but not in what concerns the exterior. My door at 
the Albergo Reale hasn’t any latch. I’m either locked in or forced to 
leave the door open. 

Bologna, September 25.— On the 25th, as M, de Saint-Romain hadn’t ar- 
rived, I decided to leave alone for Florence by the mail coach. There 
are nine posts at nine francs each: that makes 81 fr. 

The courier which leaves at midnight tonight would take me there 
for 48 francs, but it would mean losing a day. It takes fifteen hours to 
go from here to Florence; I’ll consequently be there on the 26th at three 
or four o’clock in the morning. I can spend the day there and leave the 
same evening with the Rome courier. 

At Bologna, all expenses paid, I still have 94 napoleons, or 25 
doubles + 22 ditto. I’m pleased with the Albergo Reale and the serv- 
ant. 94 X 20 = 1,880 francs. Everything’s cheaper than in France. 

September 25 . — Voyage from Bologna to Florence.— I had a rendezvous 
with a M. de Saint-Romain, a mild-mannered man but one who, the 
Comte d’Azas told me, is a gambler. I believe, for a fact, that he must 
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have gambled away his traveling money a second time, £or he showed 
up at neither Bologna nor Florence. 

Not having a carriage, I left Bologna the 25th at half-past eleven in a 
legno di post. It*s the simplest kind of a vehicle, which is furnished 
about every two posts at the price of twenty or thirty sous a post. 

I saw the countryside very well. There is nothing majestic about the 
Apennines, with the possible exceptions of the environs of Florence. 
In the vicinity' of Bologna, it’s a pile of little mounds separated by a 
multitude of irregular little gorges. 

I felt the sun’s heat intensely. It was the second time I’d been ex- 
posed to it; the first was at Sesto, on the shores of Lake Maggiore. 

From Lojano to Pianoro, beautiful Lombardy spreads out like A sea 
beyond the nearby heights of the Apennines. It was a beautiful sight. 
Like the view of the real sea, it stimulates thought. In this one, you 
glimpse many houses lit up by the rays of the setting sun. My postilion 
told me that, when the sun rises, you can get a glimpse of the Adriatic 
Sea by the sun’s reflections. 

There’s a Madonna of the Ants, to which all the winged ants go, 
according to what Fm told. But a thing of which Fm certain is that, 
five hundred paces to the left of the road, you ought to have a superb 
view. You’d have to go up to a house situated on a rather curious 
plateau midway between Pianoro and Lojano. 

After Lojano, the road continues amidst a multitude of stunted chest- 
nut trees. This tree produces a fine effect, its branches are boldly de- 
signed, as are its groups of foliage, and they mass up well. 

I was keenly sensitive, I was happy. The rows of rock along the 
road at the right and seeming to extend toward Carrara produced the 
effect of opera scenery. 

I applauded myself for traveling alone. Even Crozet would have 
detracted from the purpose of my voyage. I need a certain dose of con- 
versation and the communication of my thoughts and feelings; not 
having a traveling companion who may serve for this purpose, I resort 
to the Italians. Fm thus forced to study them. The man who travels in 
order to enjoy the sou^d produced on his soul by mountains and for- 
eign characters, and to know mankind, should beware of placing him- 
self too far from nature. 

Two Frenchmen, traveling in a comfortable carriage with an in- 
telligent servant, would be able to transport the amiability of Paris and 
the pleasures of the salon to the midst of the Apennines, but they 
wouldn’t appreciate the Apennines as I’m doing traveling alone in an 
entirely open carriage. 

Florence, Septemh^ 27<— I arrived at five o’clock in the morning of the 
26th at the Albergo d’Ingleterra, run by Schneider, overcome by 
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fatigue, wet, jolted, obliged to retain a hold on the front of the mail 
wagon and sleeping while seated in a cramped position. The terrific 
jolting caused by a road that was hard, but not kept in condition, and 
full of little holes, had reduced me to a state of utter distress. I was at 
the end of my endurance, to the full extent of the word, when I reached 
the city of Flore.^ 

I went to bed at six o’clock, leaving orders to be awakened at eight. I 
was hardly able to sleep, and didn’t perspire at all; consequently, I had 
no rest. 

Detail of the day of September 26.— I was awakened at eight o’clock. I 
dragged myself out to the posthouse, where I learned that all the seats 
were taken in the mail coach for the 26th and the 27th, and that I’d 
only be able to leave in that of Saturday, the 28th. I thought it over for 
two hours, and finally, not putting any stock in the words of a 
gambler, I reserved a scat for the 28th. (81 francs for fifty leagues). I’m 
leaving tomorrow, Saturday the 28th, at six o’clock in the evening. 

Th'^ Albcrgo d’lnglctcrra is a splendid inn which would merit this 
title in France. Maybe it will turn out to be very dear, but, if the bill' 
isn’t exorbitant, it’s a remarkable inn. 

I took a nice clean bath there, and went out to see Florence in stormy 
weather, Te*' ifit showers every quarter of an hour and some fine 
thunderclaps, the first ones I’ve heard this year. 

This kind of weather, which would have been beautiful to contem- 
plate from a castle in the midst of the Apennines, was not what was 
required to look at pictures in churches, which are naturally dark 
places. 

The daikness made me see, to my astonishment, that the great 
masters didn’t keep the tone of their pictures light and a bit more bril- 
liant than nature, like Signor Boss!. His Last Supper, hung in a 
church, would produce a superb effect and be reduced to naturalness. 

My first homage, as my first question, was for Aliieri. “Where is the 
house that Conte Alfieri lived in? Where is his tomb?” 

*The house, there, to the left, beside the Arno; his tomb, in Santa 
' Croce, far from here.” 

Ht was one of the moments in my life when I was the weariest. I still remember 
it after two years. [Note by Beyle.] Yet, in his Rome, Naples et Flore ice, he gives 
the following version of his arrival: 'The day before yesterday, iny heart beat 
violendy as I descended the Apennines to arrive in Florence. What childishnessl 
Finally, at a turn in the road, my eye roved over the plain and 1 saw in the 
distance, like a dark mass, Santa Maria del Fiore and its famous cupola, the 
masterpiece of Brunelleschi. 'It's there that lived Dante, Michelangelo, Leonardo 
da Vinci!* I said to myself. 'There is that noble city, the queen of the Middle 
Ages!' . . . In' fine, memories crowded into my heart; 1 felt myself incapable of 
reasoning, and I yielded to my folly as in the presence of a loved woman." 
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"Take me there." 

I arrived there and at once saw the tomb of Michelangelo, that of 
Alfieri, that of Machiavelli and to the left as I returned, opposite that 
of Nfichelangek), the tomb of Galileo. 

It must be admitted that few churches are honored by such tombs. 
That almost gives you the desire to be buried. 

Michelangeb’s tomb. Three statues perched on the marble steps in 
such a way that they’d topple over if you weren’t aware that they have 
iron supports in their backs.^ Consequently, no effect. 

The first tomb I ever saw that aimed at producing an effect wa.s that 
of the Marshal de Saxe at Strasbourg. It’s effective because the sculptor 
dared 'to be dramatic. There’s action resulting in facial expression. The 
marshal is going down into a gaping tomb with a superb look of in* 
trepidity. The sculptor lost part of his effect by making small steps 
which you feel couldn’t support the weight of the illustrious dying 
man. 

The second tomb, certainly not in merit but in the order in which 
I’ve seen them, is that of Maria Christina in Vienna. The dramatic 
action is perfect. The dark portal produces the greatest effect. 

It’s unquestionably and by far the leading tomb in existence. Thus, 
as long as Canova is alive, immortality may be purchased. Any man 
sensitive to the arts would go two hundred leagues with pleasure to see 
a tomb of the kind of that of Maria Christina. 

The third tomb, as far as merit is concerned, is the one of Alfieri. 
The base, in the form of ... , and the manner in which the inscrip- 
tion is placed are the noblest things I’ve seen. 

The figure uf weeping Italy seems to me to be a bit lacking in grace, 
at least when seen from the point where the spectator is placed. Maybe 
it’s too large; the only thing that can be seen well is the thighs. The 
only way it can be seen, the whole bust is foreshortened. The tomb 
itself is well done; the base is sublime. That made it necessary to give 
this colossal majesty to the figure. 

But perhaps what should have been done was to put the tomb four 
or five feet below the level of the church. The spectator’s eye would 
have been about on the level of the figure of Italy. 

Anyway, I’m going back in an hour to take another look at this fine 
monument which made me blush with sadness at the wretched plaster 
cases containing Ragne, La Fontaine, Boileau and Moline, I believe, 
all together in a corner of the Musfe des Monuments Frangiis. We 
, deprive ourselves of , the pleasure we might have in seeing these great 
men represented in fine monument^ at Saint-Roch or the PanthA>n. 
*l bdieve I exsggerated. {Note added by Bejde.] 
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But our degree of love for the arts and the fokm of government places 
us devilishly far from such an enterprise. 

After Alfieri comes Machiavelli. They still had the had taste for 
pompous inscriptions in 1787. The subscribers who erected this tnonu> 
ment to Machiavelli two hundred and sixty-six years after his death 
consequently put on his tomb: 

TANTO NOMINI, NULLUM PAR ELOGIUM 
NICOLAUS. MACHIAVELLI 
obiit An. A. P. MDXXVll 

9 

It would have been so natural to put: 

MACHIAVELLI 
266 an. post obitum 

And it would perhaps have been still better to put: 

MACHIAVELLI 

First names spoil inscriptions. Everybody knows perfectly well that ' 
there was only one Machiavelli. 

Several common men arc buried near these great men. The most 
ridiculous ar those who’vc retained their huge wigs even on their 
tombs. 

The violinist Nardini, who died in 17Q3, has a neat monument in 
good taste. 

Machiavelli died on June 22, 1527. 

Galileo’s tomb is meaningless. He’s been given a face out of Mathieu 
Lansberg. 

But the things that will engrave the church of Santa Croce the deep* 
est in my heart are two pictures that I saw there and that produced the 
most powerful impression I’ve ever received from painting. Here*8 
my sensation of yesterday. 

Mon Dieu, how beautiful it is! At each detail you make out, your 
soul becomes more enraptured. You’re on the way to tears. Before 
other pictures, you’re dissatisfied with yourself because of your lack 
of feeling, you attempt to arouse your soul, you finally force yourself 
to admire by explaining the beauties to yourself. That’s what I’ve 
often felt in the Paris museum. 

My admiration for St. Cecilia, the Madonna della Sediola and the 
Madonna in the Luxembourg has never gone as far as rapture. 

I found this sensation yesterday in front of the four sibyk painted by 
Volerrano in the chapel of the Niccolini. 

The ceiling of the same chapel is very effective, but my eyesight is 
not good enough to judge ceilings. It merely appeared to me to be very 
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effective. As for the four sibyls, anything I could say would be inade* 
quate. It’s majestic, it’s living, it appears to be nature in relief; one of 
them possesses that grace which, combined with the majestic, makes 
me fall in love at once. 

I believed I’d never find anything as beautiful as these sibyls, when 
my servant stopped me, almost by force, to look at a painting of Umbo. 

1 was almost moved to tears. They start to my eyes as I write this. I’ve 
never seen anything so beautiful. What I require is either expression or 
beautiful female figures. All the figures are charming and sharply out* 
lined, nothing is confused. Painting has never given me such pleasure. 
1 was dead tired, my feet swollen and pinched in new boots— a- little 
sensation which would prevent God from being admired in the midst 
of His glory, but I overlooked it in front of the picture of Umbo. Mon 
Dieu, how beautiful it isf 

September 27. — I was all aflutter for two hours. I’d been told that this pic- 
ture was by Guerchtno; I worshiped this painter from the bottom of 
my heart. Not at all; I was told two hours later that it was by Agnolo 
Bronzino, a name unknown to me. This discovery annoyed me a great 
deal. I was also told that the coloring was pale. At that, I thought of 
my eyes. 

My eyesight is tender, nervous, apt to become agitated, sensing the 
slightest nuances, but shocked at the dark and harsh tones of the 
Carrachis, for example. The pale manner of Guido Rem is almost in 
harmony, not with my manner in judging the arts, but with my eye- 
sight. 

. My whole admiration may be the result of the physical structure of 
my eyes. At any rate. I’m going back to Santa Croce. 

Tonight the Cascine and the play. A provincial theater in com- 
parison with that of Milan. I’ll write about that to Signora Pieiragrua. 
To change the tone: without any prejudice. I’ve seen nothing yet that 
is comparable with the Scala, and yet I certainly ought to be allowed to 
have a little prejudice. 

My memories lose their style by waiting. Yesterday, to increase my 
appreciation and for my own pleasure, I composed a dozen sentences 
about what I’d seen. They were precise descriptions, forceful and 
crammed with my sensations. I tasted pleasure a second time while 
writing them. Today, the 27th, I’ve just written these fourteen pages 
with cold reason. I’m going out at a quarter to ten. I almost don’t feel 
tired any more. 

Florence, September 27. — ^I returned at half-past twelve from my morn- 
ing’s round. That’s the routine that’s best adapted for the repose of 
. the legs and eyes. My legs have been tired constantly since the begin- 
ning of my voyage. 
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What's required is this: coffee at eight o’clock, go out, lunch at noon, 
at six o'clock dinner, a walk, an hour during which I'm bored, and the 
opera. 

During the idle hour this evening, I intended to put in an appearance 
at Mme. Adcle's.^ Her presence in Florence detracts from the city's 
effect on me. I think of her, of what she made me suffer, of the petti- 
ness of an unfeeling soul, of the unhappiness she gave me, or rather 
which I felt on her account, of the kiss on the staircase, etc. 

Museum of Natural History , — What pleasure an anatomist must experi- 
ence upon entering this museum! Nothing has ever appeared to me 
neater, more sharply defined, more instructive. The labels are so ar- 
ranged as to give clear ideas without an effort. The lying-in room 
seems to me to be far superior to those of Bologna and Vienna. 

I saw with the pleasure of profane eyes the muscles and the nerves, 
which are very clearly defined; the anatomy of the eye, with its camera 
obscura. The immense number of nerves distributed in a dog's nose; 
the aqatomy of a calPs head, a goat’s and a cat’s. The anatomy of a 
silkwcim, a bloodsucker. 

I saw without pleasure a number of stones, minerals and birds. All 
that sort of thing means less than nothing to me. The collection seemed 
to be complete and well arranged. I paid more attention to the genu- 
inely Florentine accent of the guardian who was talking to me than to 
the things he showed me. I saw an aquamarine, a very pretty stone. 

He told me that bones of Hannibal’s rhinoceros and elephants are 
to be found in the Arno Valley, that he sent some of them to M. Cuvier. 
Cuvier’s genius is visible to me. 

I saw the first skeleton that ever appeared handsome to me. You 
realize the type of beauty which a skeleton may attain — the majestic, 
and it actually* has some of this quality. It’s on the left as you go into 
the room of wax reproductions, in a handsome glass cage. The eye 
sockets, the nose, the jaws, the hipbones and the feet are nobly cast. 

The weather is still stormy today. 

When I got up this morning, I found a bright sun shining. I re- 
joiced, hoping to see the pictures distinctly. Two hours later, rain, 
' wind, etc. 

I went to the church dei Domcnicani di Santa Maria Novella, which 
Michelangelo called La Sposa. I found nothing remarkable about this 
spouse. 

A somewhat majestic altar. It's odd that they haven't got the talent 
to build an altar which would inspire the notion of respect. It would 
be so easy with an immense staircase, darkness and after the darkness 
an altar faintly illuminated from above. 

'Adile Rebuffel, now Mme. Alexandre Pedet. 
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I can’t understand how the great geniuses failed to do that. Their 
altars must have cost enormous sums of money, or At least enormous 
labors. Everything is distorted. The marble is of the richest, and the 
effect is zero. 

There’s nothing but richness and patience, as a guide at the gallery 
said yesterday, speaking of those tables which are brilliant with 
mosaics in hard stones, common in Florence. 

A finer luxury than our Gobelins would be a mosaic factory, like 
that of Rafaelli id Milan. But it would be necessary to have a manager 
who would forbid them to kill the colors. These people like only the 
blue and greenish; they smear them on everywhere. 

The portrait of Benedict XIV, I believe, at the Institute of Bologna 
hk^i^ise has this defect. 

The Gobelins have it thoroughly. I’ve seen them put green on the 
hand of the Emperor touching the pest victim at Jaffa. Anyone would 
have to be more than stupid not to reserve the green for the pest 
victims. 

It’s going to be necessary for me to attack painting. All the great 
painters of the three Italian schools have been lacking in expression. 
You sec their characters doing the most extraordinary things with 
their faces stiff and composed. Their decapitations of St. John, so 
common, are all rose-water affairs. 

A man named Hennequin, who painted Orestes, isn’t a great artist, 
but if Domenichino, Albani and others had felt, like Hennequin, the 
need of expression, they’d have be^n far greater than they were. Ex- 
pression is only a word in the voyager’s lingo — for instance, the delight- 
fut smile and divine languor of Titian’s Venus are to be found only in 
the descriptions of it. 

He hasn’t in the least brought out that unhappiness through the 
desire of a future happiness, the possibility of which is felt to be as- 
sured, and the beginning of pleasure which people who aren’t artists 
call the languor of love. 

Yet these great artists were capable of feeling; they were born in the 
most gesticulatory land in the world. What could have kept them from 
putting expression in their pictures^ 

Last night I read the gallery’s notice. What makes all this kind of 
writing fall so flat is that it’s written in a purely monarchical style: it 
condemns only by failing to praise. 

Winckelmann also seems to me to have this defect; he doesn’t regard 
nature first and the Greeks afterward, but the Greeks and then nature, 
which he finds admirable only in the points that are imitated, adopted, 
by the Greek statue makers. Yet the whole lot of them display a shock- 
* ing lack of feeling. There’s a head q£ Alexander at the ^lery which 
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expresses sorrow fairly well. They don*t exhaust their superlatives in 
praising it. 

I don't say thqse judgments are true for him who reads me^ but they 
are so for me» H. B., born in 1783 and knocked around by eleven years 
of experience. They're what I think. 

I believed for a long time that I was born insensitive to sculpture and 
even to painting. 

But finally, near Isella, realizing the sort of cascade that would be 
befitting to place around the Palace of Poverty, I realized that I too 
understood the language of silent things.. This morning, 1 saw a St. 
Lawrence who was utterly ridiculous because of his lack of expression. 
What a head for a Domenichino! The harrowing pain surmounted 
through hope and confidence in God. 

Those heads existed among the thousands of ardent people put to 
death in all manners for the Christian religion, but the fact has never 
occurred to the artists. 

Consequently, it’s possible that in a few hundred years, there'll be a 
school oi painting which, designing like present-day Frenchmen and 
seeing light like the Venetians, will at last succeed in expressing the ' 
nuances of passion. A virgin subject. At the gallery yesterday, I saw 
a Tancredi being cared for by Herminie; Tancredi is merely a con- 
script with : cartilaginous and ignoble nose; Herminie is a pretty 
girl who's playing the role of a pretty girl. But there isn’t a shadow — I 
don’t say of that divine nuance expressed by Tasso, of Herminie’s 
heart torn between love and modesty — not a shadow of emotion. 

It's a ceremony carried out with naturalness, and without affected 
dignity. 

Raphael had expression in his heads of the Virgin, Michelangelo that 
of character and strength in his unfinished Brutus, which gave me the 
greatest pleasure yesterday in spite of the quibbling little inscription 
attached to it. Michelangelo hasn’t at all sculptured the gende soul 
and the touching conflict that Shakespeare shows. 

All their Christs are wishy-washy. Not till yesterday did I sec one 
who's putting up a struggle; but it was more of an athlete than the 
* sublime character that may be attributed to Jesus Christ. But it must 
be admitted that the blend of the two natures (divine and human) 
offers genius the finest field for glory, but likewise the most difficult. 

All the sculptured Christs I saw yesterday and today Ltc me cold. 
The copy of Michelangelo’s Christ on his mother's knees inspired 
nothing in me but reprobation for that great man. 

I found naturalness in the inscriptions put by the husbands on the 
tombs of their wives. They praise them for never having quarreled in 
their households, and for having been good to their servants. 
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I find this naturalness praiseworthy, although the influence of the 
French dress coat I’m wearing at first gave me the affected smile of 
contempt. 

I went out at two o’clock for my second excursion, I came back at 
six. 

I’ve just been to Santa Croce, where I again saw my sibyl and the 
painting of Umbo. My sibyl has a German face of the Minette kind, 
very much noblified; but still she hasn’t got the straight nose of Greek 
faces. She has a terene face, the eye alone is that of a lofty (or majestic) 
soul. Her posture is genuinely majestic.^ She’s talking to God with 
serene confidence. 

This charming figure is something more than the others, but it’s not 
all it might be. The color of the bare arm has changed a little and 
turned yellow. She’s holding a marble tablet on which are these 
words: 


AQUAE 

ELEVA 

VERUNT 

ARCAM 

The painting of Umbo still seemed charmiftg to me, especially the 
side where the women are, to the spectator’s right. While I was admir- 
ing it, a man of the people came over to explain it to me; I sent him 
packing, and walked away from the picture with digmty. 

I realize that my critical reflections tend only to substitute my taste 
for that of others^ If someone were to say to me, “What proof have you 
that your taste is worth more than that of President Dupaty ?’’ I’d an- 
swer, “None.” I can guarantee but one thing, and that is that I write 
what I think. There are perhaps eight or ten people in Europe who 
think as I do. I love these people without knowing them. I feel that 
they would be capable of giving me a lively pleasure. As for the others, 
in everything relating to art, I have the heartiest contempt for them, 
I desire nothing but to forget them. If I were known to them. I’d in- 
spire the same sentiments in them. Thus, we can gam only by not 
knowing each other. 

But I thoroughly realize that all this is but il mio parere, forse senza 
verith [my opinion, perhaps without truth]. 

Thus, I’m beginning to realize the reason for the red reflections 
which seemed to me so ridiculous in Rubens: they’re for the purpose of 
aiding weak eyesights like mine. 

Anyway, Rubens, because of the shamefulness of his women’s breasts 

^Majestic: a lofgr sou) engaged in a lofty action with a gesture which is natural. 
[Note by Beyle.] 
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and knees, and the Carraccis, because of their black tones and the 
common look of their faces, will never give me much pleasure.^ 

While waiting for the keys to the Niccolini Chapel at Santa Croce, 

I examined the picture of the martyrdom of St. Lawrence by Giacomo 
Ligozzi Veronese. 

I wasn’t able to see this picture yesterday because of a devil of a 
Mass. Masses have frequendy been an obstacle for me; this morning 
at . .*• [the Carmelites] a Mass prevented me from seeing the paint- 
ings of Masaccio. I make very clumsy genuflections as I pass in front 
of the high altars. 

Assuming that the modest and true remark on the preceding page 
has been read, I’ll say of Ligozzi’s St. Lawrence that the figures are 
packed together like sardines, that the Roman magistrate would prob- 
ably have been suffocated by the smoke from St. Lawrence’s body. I 
don’t know whether it’s the result of my weak eyesight, but the 
majority of paintings seem to me lacking in space. I’d find them much 
more ^agreeable if the figures were spread over a canvas twice as large. 

The lower extremities of St. Lawrence arc pock-marked; outside of . 
that, he’s a handsome young man. His loins are beginning to sizzle; 
he’s looking up at the sky all right, but he hasn’t the quarter of the 
expression that the first monk you might burn would have. It might 
be said that ir’s a long way from having the sublime expression of 
which the subject is capable. 

There are angels in the upper part of the picture. That’s diminish- 
ing the effect gratuitously: as soon as the martyr sees angels, there’s 
almost no more merit. What would be required is a vast serene sky, 
and the martyr looking up at the sky. 

Another mistake is to have made the executioners nude like the saint. 
This destroys the effect. They ought to be clothed, the saint alone nude 
and placed in such a way that his facial features would be clearly 
visible. 

Pitti. — I’ve seen the Emperor’s palace, the former Palazzo Pitti. 

Immense rows of rooms of great height, no furniture. The lack of 
mirrors is striking. By chance, I came across a little concierge who had 
absolutely the same Milanese haughtiness as I. He showed me every- 
thing in a hurry; it’s agreed that I’m to return tomorrow, and that he’ll 
shut me up in the palace. 

There were some superb paintings. A marine by Salvator Rosa 
struck me. 

A good German servant went through the gardens with me. With 

Tve changed, not for Rubens, who still appears to me Just as shameful, but for 
the Carraccis. [Note added by Beyle.] 
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the exception o£ the giant of the island and the posture of Eve, who is 
leaning on Adam, everything appeared to me to be mediocre. The 
garden is in tiers and has an agreeable view, especially toward the Via 
Romana. 

Having nothing to do tonight at half-past seven, I went to Mme. 
AdMe’s. If anything is capable of confirming my way of seeing French 
hearts, it‘s that visit. Politeness, calculation and indifference. Not even 
the interest that I’d call simple humanity. I didn’t have the honor of 
her asking me when I arrived. What I said was all ri£ht> kut, although 
I haven't had any feeling for her for three or four years now, I had a 
litde warmth in my manner; less than I would have had with any other 
woman. I experienced a slight embarrassment, which could have been 
evident only through a bit too much activity. I found her in bed, about 
to have a baby. Such a degree of non-interest for a person with whom 
four or five years have been spent in seeing each other constantly! 
There’s the heart of a coquette for you. Her eyes were flashing,, pene- 
trating, clear and nice enough. 

I didn’t experience a shadow of bad humor or disappointment. My 
only sorrow was to observe one more imperfection in human nature. 
She invited me to dinner and, as I said I was leaving at five o’clock, to 
lunch. Her cook displayed more of the natural feeling of cordiality that 
one has, after four years, upon unexpectedly again seeing someone 
whom one used to see a lot. 

I repeat that I have long considered this heart the most unfeeling in 
Paris, and that 1 wasn’t in a bad humor. 

. I had a twinge'of ambition when I saw what had been made of a 
position I held in contempt. And I’m expected not to love my dear 
ItaliansI I’m expected not to prefer a quarter of an hour’s conversation 
with Signora Pietragrua to everything that Adele could give me! 

From her house I went to the Italian Comedy, and I found Alfieri’s 
Orestes. Packed with speed, vengeance, eloquence; no interest. It 
seemed to me too sublimated. You’re too little conscious of mankind in 
his characters; there isn’t enough of the human for sympathy to be 
established. 

A young actress whose forehead resembled that of MSanie inter- 
ested me. She showed some fire, and was fifteen years old, I was told. 
She had the slenderness of early youth; I had mistaken it for that of the 
decline, and thought she was thirty-five years old. Her name is Car- 
lotta . . . ; I’ve forgotten her last name, which my neighbors told me. 
rd won their friendliness by speaking with interest of Alfieri. “Are 
his tragedies given frequently?” “Very frequently; all of them are 
permitted here.” 
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The audience drank in AlfierL This manner of playing tragedy has 
much more naturalness and speed than our own. 

Orestes and his sister wore their hair too long and tore it frequendy. 

September 28 . — I remember^ that I left Florence with a one-eyed and 
miserly driver who, it seems to me, had been a handsome fellow, in his 
youth at least, to judge by his temper, which was exacdy like that of 
my uncle, and by the wife he had in Rome, whom he had stolen from 
the architect Camporesi and who was far superior to him in all respects. 
Nevertheless, she’d thrown up everything in order to be his, and with 
a passion he didn’t deserve. But he was a Frenchman, and the French- 
man abroad is like the duchess wa^ for the bourgeois in other days. 

The streets of Florence aren’t at all gay. They’re formed by a series of 
sturdy houses, so built that the owner could withstand a siege in them. 
As a matter of fact, that’s the use to which several of these gentlemen 
put their houses; see Sismondi and Machiavellu There was hghdng in 
this city frequently when it was a stormy republic. 

I left it by the Rome gate, which is at the end of the Boboli gardens. 
The VoaJ zigzags uphill. The horizon is spoiled in the direction of 
Prato by large barren hills. What’s pretty in Florence is the little hills’ 
that immediately touch the city, like the one of the Chartreux, I be- 
lieve. 

From Flor' nee to the environs of Rome, the countryside is moun- 
tainous, insignificant, like the environs of Namur, for example. My 
imagination had pictured it as more beautiful than my dear Lombardy, 
but there can be nothing more beautiful than that. Florence was the 
limit of my travels in Italy in early youth; I went there with General 
Michaud as his aide-de-camp.^ A fine road from Pietramala. The novels 
of Anne Radcliffe. Real robbers. I used to read Ariosto on horseback 
as I escorted my general. 

The most disagreeable mountain I’ve ever crossed in my life is that 
of Radicofani. I don’t know what great sovereign made a fine road 
across it, Leopold, I believe. The posthouse built on the top of the 
mountain is a relic of his work; but the road, not having been kept up, 
is covered over with the big stones with which it was formerly pave^ 
Besides, this Leopold didn’t have any talent, not even any intelligence, 

I believe, but he sought well-being and was reasonable. That’s more 
than is needed to be a good king of a little state, or a Prefect. 

I stayed only a quarter of an hour at Siena, where the streets are 
narrow because of the heat, and the houses have something majestic 
about them. 

'Written March 20, 1813. [Note by Beyle.] 

There is no record of a trip to Florence during Beyle’s first stay in Italy, and it is 
difficult to see* when such a visit could have been made. 



45^ • THE PRIVATE DIARIES OF STENDHAL 

As you approach Rome, the countryside takes on a little of the char- 
acter of beautiful Italy again. The town of Viterbo is gay; the forest 
you traverse as you leave it oilers thickly wooded hillsides that are an 
agreeable sight. They were afraid of robbers, and we were escorted by 
a gendarme. A little before we came to the desert which surrounds 
Rome, we had a beautiful view of a lake on the right. 

rd pictured this unhealthy desert as a swamp; not at all, it*s a terrain 
containing much activity. The road rises and falls frequently. The 
hedges become borders of trees. The aspect of the countryside is very 
beautiful. 

I saw Mount St. Orestes, which is Horace's Soracte. I next saw some 
large buildings at the foot of some hills. It was Rome. A moment later, 
I saw St. Peter’s on our right. The postilion told us the story of a rob- 
bery that had been committed two days before on the road we were 
traveling over. The courier which preceded me and in which I hadn’t 
reserved a seat in Florence because the seat was already reserved had 
been stopped {saltato). The robbers made the driver and the pas- 
sengers lie face down on the ground, took 200 louis from the latter 
and beat them up. The robbery took place in a rather odd manner. 
One of the robbers pretended to be dead and lay across the middle of 
the road; the driver paid no attention to this dead man and kept right 
on going. A hundred paces farther on, some men asked him if he knew 
why this man had been killed. While he was answering, they threat- 
ened the postilion, stopped the horses, etc. They were robbers, whom 
the supposedly dead man soon rejoined. 

The Porta del Popolo has nothing remarkable about it. The Milvio 
'bridge is good-looking but small. The same thing applies to the fork 
in the roads inside the Porta del Popolo and the two churches on the 
right and left of the Corso. You can read on them in large letters the 
name of the cardinal who had them built. During the first days of my 
stay in Rome, I was shocked by this mania for inscriptions. At the Em- 
peror’s palace, some cheap painted wooden benches, which were worth 
perhaps ten or twelve francs each, bore the name and arms of the Pope 
who ordered them made. 

But I thought then that nowhere have private individuals built so 
much for the public as at Rome. These private individuals were nearly 
all bachelors who left no family behind them to perpetuate their 
memory. The vanity of the inscriptions is therefore quite excusable, 
and we’re only too happy to be indebted to it for such beautiful things. 

My driver paid qourt to me in the hope of getting me to put up at 
an inn kept by his wife. I thought I was trapped, but, as I wanted to see 
the monuments in a hurry, I let him do as he wished with me. The inn 
appeared to me to be quite passable; I ordered a carriage at once. As it 
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was a little delayed, I set out on foot to St. Peter’s. I encountered my 
calash, got in, crossed the San Angelo bridge, the Via Transtevere, 
where I found myself among common people with superb faces. These 
physiognomies evinced th^ lofty character which the government 
hasn’t held back. 

I wasn’t impressed very much by the facade of St. Peter’s; what dis- 
pleased me was the fact that the columns are engaged in the wall. On 
the o*ther hand, the two fountains appeared to me superb. 

The interior of St. Peter’s pleased me greatly. I was especially im- 
pressed by the figure of Reli^on in the tomb of Benedict XIV 
[Clement XIII] by Canova. This figure, clad in a frock like that of a 
little girl, appeared to me very expressive. Mediocre people criticize 
it nowadays and say that Canova himself was dissatisfied with it — 
something that should be checked. 

I returned to St. Peter’s many times, and I believe it’s the only monu- 
ment I saw thoroughly during my stay in Rome. 

I went to the Emperor’s palace on Monte Cavallo. M. Pace^ insisted 
that I stay there. He and his wife made me a number of entreaties. I^ 
was possibly wrong to refuse, for they seemed a bit offended. I prom- 
ised to visit them on my way back from Naples, and that’s what I did. 
I saw the Duchesse Lante and Comte Miollis at M. Pace’s. I’d been ac- 
quainted wii. \ the latter previously, while he was in command at 
Mantua. He even honored me a little on a visit he made at Brescia to 
his friend General Michaud, whose aide-de<amp I was. I avoided be- 
ing recognized; I didn’t want to waste my time in Rome by attending 
official dinners. That’s why I only went to see the authorities on the 
eve of my departure for Naples. I was invited to dinners everywhere, 
but I escaped by leaving town. M. Pace introduced me to the Duchesse 
Lante, who showed natural and perfect politeness toward me. As she 
had been told that I was traveling for music, she asked me to select the 
pieces to be executed at her concert on Thursday, I believe. As a 
matter of fact, two or three pieces I had requested were sung at it. It’s 
part of a voyager’s politeness to have a goal in traveling. That relieves 
his new acquaintances of the embarrassment of not knowing what to 
say to him, and makes him a friend of all the enthusiasts of the art he 
has selected. I’m sufficiently interested in music always to be able to 
place myself under its auspices. In Milan, it immediately won me the 
friendship of Signora Lamberti’s old uncle. 

The concert was delightful, without any exaggeration. The duchess 
and her fnVnds formed a troupe the like of which there are possibly not 
two in Italy. She has a theater in her palace, and it was for this theater 

'Martial Daru, now Intendant of Crown Properties in Rome, was living at the 
Quirinal, where he was directing the work of beautifying Rome. 
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that Zingarelli composed The Destruction of Jerusalem. Signora Lante 
complained bitterly of the way this opera was pulled to pieces in Paris; 
and ifs a fact that, as it was sung by her and her friends, it was un- 
recognizable. That interested me a great deal, she had, they say, 

SEVEN lovers, I SHOULD HAVE WISHED TO BE THE 8tH. 

The Frenchmen had rather a heteroclite look at this concert. What 
could be farther from their manners and morals than a duchess singing 
with her friends through the love of music, and these friends playing 
the duct from The Secret Marriage, *‘Se fiato in corpo avetef' with the 
gayest kind of buffooneries! The poor Frenchmen were dumfounded 
at such a thing, notably a chief justice, who with his decorations and 
dark clothes, remained bolted down to his chair all evening, his legs 
tight together like an Egyptian statue. 

M. Norvins appeared very spiteful and never stopped talking. His 
character inspired so much repugnance in me that I didn’t go to see 
him. That’s probably one of the reasons why I lost the battle of No- 
vember 28, 1811. 

M. Pace took me to Canova’s. I found this genuinely great man of a 
simplicity far indeed from all our petty niceties. In the five or six 
rooms which serve him as a studio, 1 followed the process of his work, 
from which he’s removed all that’s physically painful. 

A mass of clay is prepared for him, and he makes the statue he has 
in mind. His assistants cover this clay with plaster, make a mold and 
reproduce the statue in plaster. Canova perfects it, his assistants make 
an exact copy of the plaster statue in marble. The marble is taken to 
Canova’s private studio, and he puts the finishing touches on it. That’s 
hfo only work in marble. It’s reduced to a few strokes of the chisel. 

It was in this studio, which is certainly the only place of its kind in 
the world, that I talked to him. 

The people in Rome were badly frightened because of the robbery 
of which I spoke. They said there was a great commotion on the road 
to Naples. M. Pace had the kindness to counsel me not to leave. He was 
quite in earnest about it, as was his wife. I told them I hadn’t time to be 
cautious. 

I left by a courier after spending four or five days in Rome, and I 
didn’t find a shadow of danger on the road. I soaked myself in spirits 
while we were crossing the Pontine marshes. That’s still another 
panicky terror which vanishes when you’re on the spot. It reminded 
me of what I’d been told about the St. Bernard, Mont-Cenis and the 
road from Hanovei; to Wesel. I left Rome by the road which skirts the 
Colosseum. 

Fm very displeased with myself for not having written at the time 
the impression made on me by the Colosseum. It was nothing more 
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than a theater. It’s more than half in ruins. It moved me to tears, and 
St Peter’s left me quite cold. What men those Romans were I Never 
anything but the useful, never anything without a reason. 

Being alone in the center of the Colosseum and hearing the chirping 
of some birds nesting in the topmost arches, I was unable to hold back 
my tears.^ 

October 9.— In the environs of Gaeta I finally saw the sea at the end of 
the road. Charming view of Mola di Gaeta. Superb countryside all the 
way to Naples, the city of gaiety. Rome is a sublime tomb. You must 
be happy in Naples and in love in Milan.^ 

I’m writing this on October 9,' i8ii In a fine large room facing 
Vesuvius at the Albergo Reale, Largo di Castello. 

I wanted to take the other notebook to write an entry on Naples, but 
I couldn’t find it. Up to now, Tve noticed only the loss of a penknife 
and this notebook. It isn’t worth getting mad about. In the notebook, 
there were some words on the Valais and Rome, the Duchesse Lante 
and pall of boredom cast over Rome by the tedious house of Pac£. 

I left keme at half-past five on the afternoon of . . . The driver, , 
who wanted to sell my seat, told me they were only leaving at six 
o’clock. I got theie at half-past five; he’d left. I pursued him in my 
fiacre. As I’d resolved not to lose my temper while traveling, I didn’t 
say anything. rather uncomfortable voyage: I was a little afraid of 
robbers the first night. Dined at Mola di Gaeta. The inn’s situation: 
superb view of the sea and Gaeta. 

Crossing the Garigliano. My excessive delicacy suffered because the 
officer made all the soldiers get out of the ferry so I might identify the 
one to whom I had given some money. 

I reached Naples on October 9 at half-past three in the morning. I 
saw at once that the panorama had given me an accurate idea of the 
city. At half-past three, there were seven or eight men still up at the 
door. Argument between two lazzaroni over which of them would 
carry my portmanteau. I took lodgings at the Albergo Reale, from 
which I saw Vesuvius perfectly, but not the sea. Lambert wanted me 
to put up on the fine Chiaja quay, but I’d have been roasted and 
' blinded by the continual sunlight. At the Albergo Reale I have it only 
in the morning. 

During the trip, I remarked that I was thinking tenderly of five 
women, that a rendezvous with one of these five women would afford 

^This journal is devilishly cold in comparison with what I felt I devoted only 
spare moments to writing it, and I wasn’t able to make visible what I felt. (1813.) 
[Note by Beyle.] He speaks in four or five other places of the strong impression 
made on him by the birds in the Colosseum. 

*End of what 1 wrote in 1813. [Note by Beyle.] 
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me a tender pleasure. These five women were Angela Pietragnia, 
Palfy, M^lanid, Livia B[ialowiska] and Angeline. 

I believe I’m in love with the first. At least, since Bologna, I’d in- 
variably have preferred to be with her than to be in the spot where I 
was. I surprise myself seven or eight times a day thinking of her 
tenderly, dreamily; my breathing quickens and I leave this sweet 
thought with regret. 

In Naples, as in the rest of Italy, with the exception of Milan, I found 
bad music. Tha^ reconciles me with the Odeon. When I left Paris, I 
thought I’d return to it only with disgust after leaving divine Italy. 
The lack of company and friends that I feel in Italy and the less ad- 
vanced state of civilization, which gives me little annoyances of detail, 
vdll make me return to Paris with pleasure if the love for the 
Signora Pietragua doesn’t fill me with tender regrets. It seems to me 
that what I’m experiencing is love to the full extent of the word’s 
meaning for me. I’m burning to return to Milan. Nothing has any 
effect on me. I’d be more sensitive to what I see if I’d skipped Milan. 
Maybe I won’t go to Ancona. 

The day after my arrival was a Sunday (October 6, i8ii), and a 
review by the King on the Chiaja was announced. I walked under the 
trees of this promenade with Lambert, his wife and the viscount.^ 
The King didn’t come; the two or three hours passed there somewhat 
bored me. 

The next day, we left at seven o’clock, passed the grotto of Posillipo, 
saw the baths of the Sibyl, lunched in the temple of Apollo, saw 
Lake Lucrin and the baths of Nero, where I got undressed but didn’t 
gb as far as Lambert and Barral. 

We embarked and saw the thermae which have been misnamed the 
temples of Venus, Mercury, etc. We went in the direction of Pozzuoli, 
and saw the ruins of a fine temple of Serapis. We rccrossed this town, 
where the aria cattiva also prevails, and went up to the Solfatara, I. was 
tired. We finally got back to Naples and passed the evening chatting 
with Barral and Lambert. 

Tuesday, October 8.— Wc went to Pompeii, which will be the point the 
furthest south of my trip. We roamed around the streets of Pompeii. 
We went down into the Herculaneum theater; impression of a mask. 
I yawned and dropped off to sleep at The Vestal, but I admired the 
San Carlo Theater. The ceiling is bad; the fa^adic appeared to me 
agreeable to look at, and showed clearly that it was a theater and not 
a temple, as our own try to be. 

^Louis de Barral. In his Souvenirs d'Egottsme, Stendhal says, **In i8xo, it seems to 
me, M. de Barcal having lost everything gambling, I lent him some money and 
for^ him to leave for Naples.'* 
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Wednesday, October 9. — remained in town, 1 saw the Studj, or museum. 
Poverty-stricken in pictures; but some portrait statues, beautiful for 
the most part through their naturalness. That of Balbus, founder of 
the Herculaneum theater, on horseback. 

Absurdity of the Roman ladies, already advanced in years, having 
their portraits done as Venus. As Strombeck remarked, all Venuses 
take the posture of the Venus de Medici. 

I admired the Via Toledo. It’s the most beautiful I’ve ever seen, and 
certainly the most densely populated. 

In Berlin, there’s a street that’s straighter and even wider. I believe 
it’s the Friedrichgasse. But the houses aren’t high enough, and you 
don’t see a hundredth part of the population which swarms over the 
Via Toledo. 

Toledo, Chiaja and the part of the city on the Portici side are the 
only things of their kind in the world. 

This is no exaggeration; I saw Naples apart from its society. Every- 
thingdn it was dead for me. Some good music would have brought me 
back to life; I heard nothing while there but bad; i.e.. The Vestal, 
Fioravanti’s Raoul de Criqui and Paer’s Camilla. Had I had some com- 
pany here like that of Signora Pietragrua in Milan or Signora Lam- 
berti, for instar .c, the view of the places, mingled with observations on 
manners and tiorals, would have given me much more pleasure. 

Thursday, October 10. — We left for Vesuvius at one o’clock in the morn- 
ing. 

We came out of the hermit’s house at half-past four, we went a 
league farther on our donkeys and finally undertook the most painful 
climb I’ve ever made in my life. It would have been necessary to have 
been far less hurried and not to have eaten at the hermit’s but to have 
had lunch at the crater instead. I was surprised not to see the infernal 
ebullition at the bottom of the crater. 

The most beautiful view in the world is probably that which is to be 
enjoyed from the hermit’s house. There was a book in which we found 
a platitude signed Bigot de Preameneu, Councilor of State in France. 
Not a single sensible thing, which is surprising. The names of Mme. 
de Stael and Schlegel 

The lacrima christi is undrinkable for me. It’s like an ordinary Bur- 
gundy wine, in each bottle of which two pounds of sugar have been 
dissolved. The grapes arc still on the vine today, October 10. 

We were back in Naples at half-past one. I went to the posthouse: 
it was closed. I returned at five o’clock and reserved a seat in the 
courier of October ii. (It cost me 40 francs of Naples as far as Terra- 
cina; they cheated me out of 4 or 5 fr.) 

In the evening, I went once again to the Chiaja. I was planning to go 
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to the San Carlo, but my fatigue got the better of me and I went to 
bed at ten o’clock. 

Friday, October //.—This morning at six o’clock, a fine view of Vesuvius, 
whose outlines stood out against the sunrise beyond the two moun- 
tains. The lower one on the left is the former Vesuvius, where are 
found the stones that are worked. The Vesuvius that is now alive is a 
little higher and to the right of the other. 

The people of Naples shout at the top of their voices, and are always 
asking for something. The fiacre horses here go very fast, and do so on 
a pavement which makes you tremble. The King’s palace has a good 
appearance; they say the civil list is very rich. 

It seems to me that no sovereign has country homes that can even 
b^ Compared to those of the King of Naples — ^Portici, Castellamare, 
Caserte and Capo di Monte, where he’s in the country with a view pos- 
sibly unequaled in the world, and within fifteen minutes, I believe, of 
the San Carlo Theater. To be the Intendant of this civil list would be 
an agreeable position. 

Return from Naples to Rome, second stay in Rome and en route to 
Ancona. — I left Naples on October ii, i8ii, making a sacrifice to duty 
on the eruption predicted for the following day. It was the greatest 
sacrifice I could have made, and I was a fool to have made it. Stupid- 
ness is three quarters of zeal, said M. de Talleyrand. But in those ^ys 
I was still all heart.^ 

October jg. — ^I’m writing these lines in Livia’s room, on her table looking 
out on the sea which closes my horizon beyond all the chimneys of 
Ancona. The sea> that is its shore, isn’t superb as at Naples.^ It’s noth- 
ing but arid rocks. 

The streets in Ancona go continually up- and downhill, a circum- 
stance which greatly restricts the use of carriages. The houses are of 
brick and very high. The streets are quite narrow. 

Yesterday, the i8th, I went to San Cyriaque, but while I was there 
I didn’t think of going to see the famous Virgin who opened her eyes 
after the arrival of the French, which meant that she wanted to see 
them driven out. 

There aren’t any trees in Ancona. The people go walking at the 
Porta di Francia, on the bare beach and in the direction of the new 
fortifications. 

Livia took me to these two promenades October . . . , the day of 
my arrival. 

I HAVE FIND HER MUCH BELOW MY IDEAS, BOTH FOR THE FIGURE [face] 

^This paragraph was written March 20, 18x3. The entries on the voyage and 
Beyle's second visit to Rome are missing. 

^ wrote all this with boredom and lassitpde. [Note by Beyle in 1813.] 



x8lZ ITALY 


459 


AND FOR THE WIT. CONDUCING HER TO THE THEATER, THE VERY EVENING OF 
MY ARRIVAL, SHE HAD THE FIGURE hidden by SL soft of hat, and, as she is 
about the s^me height of Signora Pietragrua, I had the pleasant il- 
lusion of being with the latter for a few steps. 

Livia is bored in her little town of Ancona, where she doesn't see 
many people yet. Boredom makes her apathetic and even gives her a 
little bad humor. Her father lives with a family servant, which makes 
Livid unhappy. This father seems to me to have much of the character 
and wit of my cousin Rebuffel, and, like him, to be unappreciated. As 
soon as he saw me, he offered to put me up at his house. After a little 
hesitation, I finally accepted. I found Signora Livia free and plunged 
in boredom. Qsmparison of Mmc. de Palfy, Mile. Mimi de Bezieux 
and Bialowiska clearly shows me that one of the results of boredom is 
to cast a person into an apathetic inactivity which only augments the 
boredom, and that an almost certain way to avoid this terrible abyss is 
to devote oneself to an extreme activity, like lady Palfy. 

If you want to make a bored woman love you, you should conceal 
the theoiy, but little by little guide her to an increased activity; you’ll 
soon be a sousce of pleasure to her. 

To pay direct court to a woman you desire is the greatest of asi- 
ninitics. It can succeed only with a woman who hasn’t any vanity— 
and women’ll vanity is a commonplace with all the philosophers. Given 
two sisters A and B: if you want to attract A, don’t fail to start out by 
paying attention to B.^ 

Bialowiska was plunged in the apathy of boredom, and for no reason 
at all didn’t want to take her lesson this morning; I persuaded her to 
take it by joking. She was certainly occupied by singing before me 
and by some things concerned with love. I wrote some of Mozart’s 
music in the range of her voice and sent it to her. 

From her master, I obtained entire confirmation of an idea of mine. 
Bisogna novith fella tnusica [novelty is necessary in music]. In Italy, 
that’s a rule without an exception, and one which is quite in accord 
with the sensibility of a people born for the arts. 

Were an opera by Cimarosa to be given, my maestro just told me, 
everyone would recognize it at the first measure, and the opera 
wouldn’t be able to go on. 

We agreed that possibly thirty years from now, Cimarosa’s operas, 
being forgotten a bit, might again enjoy the greatest success. 

October ig.—No sono colla Livia take to her the . . . [I’m at that point 
with Livia where I can take her by the ... ] without her getting mad. 
The first day, she gave me some kisses, but not like those of miss 

'This formula, fdready tried out with indifferent success on AdHe, Melanie and 
Wilhelmina, is highly recommended in Stendhal's De V Amour. 
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Angela Borrone. I could have her in two or three days, but i not 
DESIRE HER. What. I desire is to see my Angela again. At eight o’clock 
this morning, I went to see my good Milanese, il Signor Casati, with 
whom I’ve been traveling since Foligno. He told me that we could 
leave tomorrow morning. Tomorrow’s Sunday, October 20; we’ll be in 
Milan on Wednesday, the 23rd. 

I see the manners and morals much better at hazard like this than I 
should have done in my calash. With a calash and Crozet, I shouldn’t 
have left the atmosphere of France. My Milanese told me not to be a 
dupe while traveling in Italy. It’s difficult for me. The people are al- 
ways asking for money and never seem to be satisfied. It’s practically 
necessary to strike a bargain at each post. In this respect, as in all the 
others, civilization is less advanced than in France. But they have 
sensibility and the naturalness which is a result of it. This country is 
therefore eminently that of the arts. 

* I feel that i am not eloquent but [except] when i am natural, but 
at those times i am pleasing for women. Theiefore, be perfectly natural 
with lady Alexandrine. 

I found less wit than I expected in all my friends of Italy. A few 
years ago, I was on their level; it would seem that I’ve progressed a 
few leagues on the river of knowing. Barral and Lambert appeared to 
me to be lacking in wit. The same thing applies to Bialowiska. Being 
somewhat bored yesterday, I read Cesarotti’s Juvenal. In the preface, I 
found with pleasure the confirmation of my ideas on taste. 

October 20.— The 19th, after dinner, her father spoke to me of my de- 
.parture before her. Sadness, not somber and impassioned, but constant. 
It had no effect on me because it recalled that of Mile. Mimi de 
B&ieux. A walk along the seashore beyond the Porta di Francia, of 
the same kind as the last walks with Melanie.^ We went to the theater, 
where the Oro non Compra VAmore gave me pleasure. 

Signor Casati came to tell me we were leaving at seven o’clock to- 
morrow if it was convenient for me. He came into the loge without 
knowing the ladies, and stayed there talking for ten minutes. That 
didn’t appear strang'* to them. Less advanced civilization. I’m again 
writing this on her table on the 20th at twelve-twenty after having 
packed my portmanteaus. I’m leaving Ancona October 20 for Milan. 
Written at Varese, Thursday, October 24. — I arrived in Milan on October 
22, 1811 at nightfall, having taken less than a month to see the whole 
of Italy. I floated through the streets without touching the pavement. 
At last I saw the Porta Romana again. 

As my trip becomes better, my journal becomes worse. Frequendy 

'Depressed, silent, ill* humor: **Since you’re leaving, there’s nothing to say.” 
[Note by Beyle in 1813.] 



l8ll ITALY 


461 

for me, to describe happiness is to diminish it. It’s too delicate a plant, 
and mustn’t be touched. Following are a few fragments describing 
moments of my second sojourn in Milan. But nothing can express the 
continual delight I experienced in those days and the wild vivacity 
that remained with me day and night.^ 

Yesterday, the 23rd, believing I was pursuing a wise policy, and filled 
with a transport of love which disturbed my soul and left me with the 
composure and glibness of a man determined to succeed in a difficult 
thing, I left Milan at half-past two for Varese. 

I arrived at Varese at half-past eight. I hadn’t ever read Ossian; I 
read Fingal for the first time in the carriage. 

Today I had Ossianic weather and adventures. 

I left on horseback at half-past six for Santa Maria del Monte. I 
reached this lofty and strange spot after going along hillocks as beauti- 
ful as those I imagined all through my childhood. The aspect of the 
village built around the church of the Madonna was strange. The 
mountains majestic. It’s four miles from Varese to the village. 

After two miles, you see the Lake of Varese, and, a mile higher, that, 
of Arona (Lake Maggiore). 

Vapor surrounded the rising sun. The lower hillocks appeared like 
islands amid a sea of white clouds. 

It scarcely occurred to me to stop for all these beauties. I merely 
thought that, if I wished to live a few months in the midst of nature, 
I’d come and settle down at San Ambrogio, a mile past Varese, which 
is a small town, while San Ambrogio is a village. 

Two thirds of the way there, I got down from my horse because he 
was missing his footing, and also because I wanted to arrive sooner. 

I saw Signor . . . [Pietragrua], il marito [the husband], who was 
going down the hill. He greeted me in a friendly way. I went up the 
hill even more quickly; finally I was in the village. I was told to go up 
a staircase to reach the inn. I reached a very ornate church where a 
service was being chanted. 

I went down again. I inquired as to the lodgings of Signora 
Pietragrua. I saw her at last. I haven’t the time to describe what 
took place in my heart. 

It suffices to recall that for her sake I left Naples and Rome with 
joy. 

I didn’t tell her the tender and charming things I had thought up 
while hastening from Rome to Foligno. I was all upset. I was about to 
kiss her; she reminded me that it wasn’t the custom of the country. 

She asked me if I knew all that had happened, that our rendezvous 
at the Alamanni baths was known, that her litde hussy of a chamber* 
'This sentence is one of those added in 1813. 
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maid, who was the noble object of Signor Turenne*s flamei had given 
her away, etc^ and if Fd received her letter. 

She next had a quarrel to pick with me. She had opened, as I’d 
told her to, Faure’s letters, and had thought she’d seen in them that 
I’d pbnned in advance to put her on my list when I passed through 
Milan. I’ve just read Faure’s letters attentively; they reveal nothing 
but ihy love for Signora Pietragrua. There’s only one sentence that 
might have appeared ambiguous to the amiable Angela. But I intend 
to have her read it again, and make her admit that this sentence does 
nothing more than show my love for her. 

I hardly knew what I was doing. I had my chocolate with her, and 
we went for a walk together. Not a single grove on the mountain. 

Qn' the way from Rome to Foligno at night, I had composed the 
dialogue of our first meeting. I was going to say things so tender and 
gracious to her that tears started to my eyes. 

Today, all upset, seeking to foresee everything and to reach an 
agreement on everything during the absence of the husband, I must 
have appeared to her stiff and pedantic. I was conscious of not appeal- 
ing as tender as I really was. But the fear of seeing Signor Pietragrua 
come in at any moment kept me in continual agitation. What I 
wanted to do was to persuade her to return to Milan in the very near 
future. I was afraid all the time that I would forget something. In 
short, 1 wasn’t amiable, and I’m afraid that this fact may have dimin- 
ished her lovc.^ 

Written at Isota Bella, October 25, at nine o>cloc\ in the evening . — 
Yesterday, I wrote, the foregoing with the intention of showing it to 
Angela. 

Bothered yesterday by the presence of a handsome young man^ 
and the fear of seeing the arrival of him whose presence would mean 
the end of my happiness, I was somewhat unintelhgible and perhaps 
a little lacking in naturalness. I perhaps had a somewhat pedantic 
manner. Instead of showing my journal to Angela in order to beg her 
pardon for it, I’ve just written her with even more candor. 

Perhaps it’s the peculiar quality of a soul, which is the source of 
great things, not to be gracious at the moment of action, when it’s 
seeking to muster all its strength. The adjective great applied to my 
actions of yesterday may be laughed at. The weight was small, but 
the lever was nothing. 

I left Varese for Laveno at eight o’clock this morning, and arrived 

*I believe that several thnes I was unintelligible for her. With a woman who's 
used to understanding those who speak to her at the fint word, that must have 
produced chilliness. [Note by Beyle in 1813.] 

" ‘Antonio. [Note by Beyle.] The reference js tc Angelina's sixteen-year-old son. 
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there at eleven o*clock. I passed through a countryside such that my 
imagination had nothing left to desire. It was the discovery of the 
land where one must go to enjoy nature— and it’s only six hours 
from a large city. There’s nothing left to desire. 

I left by boat, still with the rain and intervals of fog, for the 
Borromean Isles. After a crossing which took an hour and a quarter, 
I came to Isola Madre, which I spent half an hour in seeing. 

From there to Isola Bella, where Tm writing this. 1 saw the palace. 
Neglected paintings by Jordano (of Naples). I saw the garden which 
was constructed in 1670. Constructed is the word. Contemporary with 
Versailles. Larger for a private individual than Versailles is for a king, 
but just as barren for the heart as Versailles. 

A delightful view from the terrace. To the left, Isola Madre and 
part of Pallanza; next, the branch of the lake which goes to Switzer- 
land in the distance; opposite, Laveno; to the right, the branch of the 
lake which goes to Sesto. 

Five or six shadqwy outlines of mountains hidden by the clouds. 

This view forms a pendant to that of the Bay of Naples, and is far, 
more stirring. These isles seem to me to produce the sentiment of the 
beautiful in a greater quantity than St. Peter’s. 

At last my mind, invariably faultfinding through love of a too 
beautiful beauty, came across something with which no fault could be 
found — the countryside between Varese and Laveno, and probably all 
the Brianza mountains. 

I believe that, even without the presence and memory of Signora 
Pietragrua, I’d prefer Milan to Naples and Rome. 

I wrote an eight-page letter. Yesterday, my agitation somewhat pre- 
vented me from being amiable. My love was diminished,^ it returned 
in its entirety today. I’m afraid I was a pedant yesterday. She re- 
marked that we all had rueful faces. She showed me a letter from 
Cimbal [Widmann] with complaisance, but only a line of the one 
from Turenne. 

Tonight I continued Fingal to the sound of rain and even thunder. 

October 26. — Upon arising, I found, thanks to the sky, superb late 
autumn weather — ^heavy but very high clouds, snow on the mountain 
tops to the north of the lake, and a completely unobstructed view. 

This journal is written for Henri, if he is still alive in 1S21. I have 
no desire to give him the opportunity of having a laugh at the expense 
of the one who’s alive today. The one of 1821 will have become re- 
served and fuller of hate. 

thought so when I was writing. It was lucky for me that I left Milan in the 
middle of November. If I'd passed another month there. I'd have sent in my 
resignation and stayed. [Note by Beyle in 1813,] 
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Madonna del Monte, October 26, eight o'clocl{jr^Y\z never seen an inn 
as comfortable as the one where Fm writing this. It’s the Bellati Casa, 
adjoining the church. I wanted to be free to go out or come in during 
the night. I foresaw that this would be very difficult: everything was 
arranged naturally. I have an apartment looking out on the peristyle of 
the church, and here in my pocket I have the benedetta chiave [blessed 
key] which gives me my freedom. Signor Bellati, the cure’s brother, 
entertained me fo^ an hour and a half with all possible respect; for my 
part, I paid him court in order to come to the matter of the key, in 
the most friendly possible fashion. I had no need of committing that 
imprudence. 

Angela committed one which well brought out the difference be- 
tween Italian and French love. I’d come, in terrible weather, by what’s 
called a portantine [sedan chair]. This unfortunate portantine wasn’t 
in the least elegant; it was formed by several sticks, a cushion, a piece 
of canvas thrown over the sticks and an oilcloth umbrella stuck be- 
tween the upper sticks with the handle against my cheek. 

I thought Bellati’s inn was at the other end of town from the one 
where Signora Pietragrua was staying. That was true as far as the inn 
was concerned; but they paid me the honor of taking me to the casa, 
my progress lit up by three torches and constituting an event, all this 
light passing before the door of • • • at half-past six, and beneath a 
narrow, dark passageway before the private door of the husband, 
a door which happened to be standing open. 

I hunched myself up and drew my head in between my shoulders, 
and my ridiculous 'procedure was noticed by no one except Angela, 
who, a second later, is gone with her son at my casa; she had given 
ME A LITTLE BILLET, AND SAID that at this vcry moment they were putting 
up two nuns in the room through which I’d have to enter; that never- 
theless she’d do everything possible for me to come at midnight; that 
she’d be in Milan on Monday. She appeared to me charming as she 
said that. Here’s the note she slipped into my hand: 

A mezza none. La gelosia del marito si i vivamente destata. Pru- 
denza, e preparate tu»>.o per ripartire domani mattina non piti tardi 
delle 7 [At midnight. My husband’s jealousy is thoroughly aroused. 
Be careful I Have everything in readiness to leave in the morning, not 
later than seven o’clock]. 

But it seems to me that this note was written previous to the arrival 
of the cursed nuns. 

A minute ago, as I^was writing the last line on the other page, some- 
one came singing to my door, which I didn’t think to reopen after 
• dosing it in the presence of Signor Bellati. Maybe it was the hand- 
some Antonio; I went to open it at once; maybe he was bringing me 



iSlIITALY 465 

the counterorder for the rendezvous for which I’d exposed myself to 
a wind like that of Mont-Cenis. 

My Angela was right. It would be better for her to come here. I 
rejected this idea through* general considerations: I thought of the 
inn at the other end of the village and of the frightful weather there 
would be at midnight tonight. It would have been better to make sure 
of the position of my quarters. 

They are, moreover, the most picturesque and comfortable I know in 
which to compose a tragedy : 

This morning, I went about Isola Bella from eight o’clock till nine. 
I went to lunch at Pallanza. I was at Laveno at noon; I left at once; 
arrived in Varese at half-past two. 

Everything worked out well enough: I left in the kind of weather 
you find on Mont-Cenis. Halfway past San Ambrogio, I left the 
carriage and took the portantine. You know the rest. Here I am at 
half-past eight alone in my comfortable apartment, the storm and fog 
rapping on my windows and forming the only sound I hear outside 
my little fire. I’m going to read a volume of Ossian which makes up my 
entire baggage. 

Madonna del Monte, October ly, ten minutes after Yesterday, 

at half-past nme, a second letter: non i piii speranza, etc. [there’s no 
longer any hope]. I consequently had nothing to do but to go to bed 
and read Ossian. I was dead tired; it hadn’t occurred to me to sleep 
during the day. I mustn’t forget that in the future; otherwise, I might 
drop off to sleep in the place of peril and not awaken until daybreak, 
or else, overcome with fatigue. I’d only have appreciated imperfeedy 
the happiness of which two nuns, arriving yesterday apposta [at the 
place mentioned], deprived me. 

Are these two nuns real persons or ghosts born of fear? Through- 
out the night, the heroes’ souls wailed at the height of the tempest and 
these desolate souls are still wailing this morning. This morning, the 
daylight is depressing, fog surrounds us. If I’d been fortunate last night, 
I’d have proposed passing today here incognito and only leaving 
Monday, she writes to me that she will be to morrow evening at 
Milan. For my own part, I expect to be there at two o’clock today. 

Milan, October 29.— I was planning to start this entry with a copy of an 
unhappy lover’s letter which I’ve just written to Comtesse Simonetta 
[Angela]. But the copying would be even more tedious than the 
writing, and that’s saying a great deal. 

May Heaven be my witness that yesterday I wrote Angela an un- 
happy lover’s letter, full of delicacy and in a firm style. This letter 
appeared detesuble to Angela. ’’Would you write me like that if you 
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were unhappy?” she asked me this tnorniDg in the sirebt of two 
WAixs [Contrada dei Due Muri]. 

It was there that I saw her freely for the first time. I tried not to 
diink of this rendezvous before being at it in order not to lose my wits, 
I didn't have time to enjoy it I barely had time to be natural and thus 
to enjoy myself. I informed her that my leave had been extended. She 
told me that her husband had learned of my second trip to the 
Madonna del Mqpte from the very man who accompanied me. Our 
love is persecuted by every possible accident: the two nuns, that man 
who chanced to have a long conversation with the husband. 

She told me several times that, if one of his friends were 'to tell 
him all that took place between us, she’d scoff at it as she would at 
a novel. That thought seems to have struck her. She told me tonight 
that she’d write out our story at Novara. 

This morning, she was really alarmed. It seems that there are some 
personal affairs between Turenne and her. I ought to tell myself that, 
as a result, it’s all the more flattering for me to gain a victory. 

This evening, by her mother, at half-past six, I saw her truly am- 
orous and beautiful through love for half an hour. We talked on a 
bench in the shop while the mother was busy with the clerks. We 
were obliged to talk by means of jokes. This manner of being jok- 
ingly tender is the one in which I excel; I’m entirely natural and 
happy in it. I saw by her eyes and the flush that spread over her 
cheeks the sure effect of a lofty soul’s naturalness on another heart 
of the same kind. She spoke of throwing up everything and following 
•me to France. Shfe told me she detested Italy. 

It appears that she’s overly sure of the effect she produces on every- 
one about her. She’s so far above other women that none of her 
friends can think of neglecting her. You may be unaware of her 
merit, but, once you’ve appreciated it, since she appears to be the 
only one of her kind in Milan, you’re compelled to remain at her 
feet 

That mig^t flatter her self-esteem; I don’t know whether she’s 
capable of the reasoi.‘ng necessary for that But this certainty makes 
her listless. 

This morning thoroughly upset by all the ill fiirtimes that seem to 
be directed toward us^ when I informed her of the miraculous ex- 
tenuon of my leave of absence, she said, “You must go.” She told 
me she was going to Novara. 

The jealousy of rke, husband destata [is aroused] like all the devils 
in helL But 1 don’t believe he can claim the honor of being jealous. He’s 
the guardian of the interests of Turenne, whose presence is useful to 
his own interests. 



l8ll ITALY 


467 

Fve got a rendezvous for ten o’clock. But that rogue of a wigmaker 
at whose home I’ve rented a room took it into his head to follow 
Angela as far as her new house. 

Yesterday, the 28th, was a happy day. I was surprised to find myself 
saying, ''Mon Dieu, but I’m happy!” And all that was because of 
Felix’s letter informing me of my month’s extension of leave. (I re- 
ceived 1,500 francs.) 

If it weren’t for my cursed love of the arts, which makes me too dif- 
ficult on the subject of the beautiful in all descriptions, I thought 
that, because of my system and three or four lucky chances that have 
befallen me. I’d be one of the happiest of men. 

THIS MORNING I HAVE MADE THAT A TIME, THIS NIGHT I SHOULD GO TO 
A VERY RESPECTABLE NUMBER. But in the Brst place the anxiety of wait- 
ing, and afterward what she told me, disturbed my mind too much for 
my body to be capable of being brilliant. 

October 29. — I read in my room, in the Contrada dei Due walls, a 
hundred and fifty pages of Lanzi, who, in spite of all his critical, his- 
torical and timid gossip, has a real feeling for the arts because he’s an« 
Italian. He doesn’t use as many superlatives as I feared. 

He reproaches Leonardo for always setting out to paint masterpieces. 
In order not ^ j fail into the error of that extraordinary man, I’ve just 
written four pages of inane sentences. 

I’ve slept very little during the past month. My sensibility is stimu- 
lated by drinking coffee, traveling, nights spent in coaches and sen- 
sations. I’m growing a little thinner. My health is extremely good. 
Yesterday for the first time I slept for eight or nine hours, after a bath. 
I repeat that I’m enjoying the best of health. Only once did I have the 
slight fever which the first cold weather gives me. 

I found cold weather at Parma returning from Ancona with Signor 
Felipo Casati. I found continual rain, fog, cold, etc. during my charm- 
ing expedition to the Madonna dei Monte. 

October jo. — ^at two o’clock the fair antonio givts me the following 
letter: 

"Mercoledi. 

"Une sol righa per ricordami a te, che amo piu della tnia vita, e per 
dirti che le piis fatali combinazione mi hanno tenuta legau sino dopo 
le undid; che subito andai ai noto sito, ma tu eri digia partitol 

" • . . Domani alle ore died spero d'essere piit fortunata e poterti 
dire quanto ti amo e quanto soffro per tel .. . 

"P.S. Alle ore sd di questa sera, io passeri davanti al Caffb del 
Sanquirico, in vidnanza della mia nuova casa, la bothega del quote fa 
angolo alia contrada del Bocchetto." 
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[Wednesday. Just a line to remind you of me who love you more 
than my own life, and to tell you that the most inevitable circum- 
stances detained me here until eleven o'clock; that I went to the 
appointed place as soon as I could, but you had already left. 

[I hope to be more fortunate at ten o’clock tomorrow and to 
be able to tell you how much I love you and how much I suffer 
for you. 

[P.S. At six o’clock this evening I’ll pass in front of the Cafli del 
Sanquirico, near my new house; the cafe is on the corner of the 
Contrada del Bocchetto.J 

Anyway, it was a natural mistake for her to make. I read Lanzi 
in^iriy room until half-past eleven. But this misfortune is not without 
its advantages; it will increase her love. 

Nothing would be lacking for me if she weren’t going to Novara. 
Lbelieve I’ll have my freedom during the month of November. , 
October jo or j/. — Yesterday, the last day of October, while waiting in 
THE CHAMBER, I wrote the following letter: 

Bologna, October 23, 1811 

Gentlemen, 

I have composed a two-volume history of painting in Italy from 
the Renaissance, about the end of the thirteenth century, to the present 
day. This work is the fruit of three years of travel and research. Signor 
Lanzi’s history has been very useful to me. 

I am sending my work to Paris to be published. I have been advised 
to ask you to announce it. It will appear in two octavo volumes at the 
end of 1812. If you do not find the following article suitable, I beg you, 
Gentlemen, to change it: 

“At the end of 1812 there will appear a History of Painting in Italy 
from the Renaissance, at the end of the thirteenth century, to the 
present day. The author of this work, who has been traveling in Italy 
for the past three years, has been aided by the histories published by 
Signori Fiorillo and Lanzi. The one which is announced will be 
composed of two octavo volumes.’* 

With the assurance of my deepest respect, I remain, 

Yours faithfully. 

Is. Ich. Charlier. 

Angela spent an hour and a half with me. she seemed to have 

PLEASURE. FOR MY OWN ACCOUNT 1 MADE THAT TWO TIMES, AND FOR SHE 
THREE OR FOUR. 

1 WENT OUT AT I Went to thc Brera. I had to have my permit, and 
I returned to get it I was interested in a painting by Giotto and a 
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picture by Andrea Mantegna because of the wild idea that had come 
into my head. It has already cost me 104 fr., employed for: 

Lanzi 
Bossi 

Vasari (ii vol.) 

(There will be 5 more) 

Cuida di Milano 

di Bianchoni 

104 

This idea would make me lose my time as Mocenigo. But, my self- 
esteem once established, I’d acquire some genuine knowledge of 
painting, and probably money sufficient for a second tour through 

ITALY. 

I saw her tonight for twenty-five minutes. She’d told me in the 
morning of the letter’s success. I’ll write out this story. 

I’d have sufficient time to go to Venice and Genoa during her. 
absence from November 2 to 15. But such trips don’t give me any 
pleasure. Is it wise to utilize the time Venice might give me in seeing 
it when I haven’t any desire to do so, just to be able to say, “I’ve seen 
everything”? 

She’d like me to go to Venice out of prudence. You can go there 
in twenty-four or thirty hours, 

Milan, Albergo della Citti, November 2 , — ^Undoubtedly the most beauti- 
ful woman I’ve ever possessed, and possibly ever seen, is Angela as she 
appeared to me tonight while I was walking with her through the 
streets by the light of the shops. I don’t know how she came to tell 
me, with that naturalness that distinguishes her and without vanity, 
that some of her friends told her she frightened people. That’s true. 
She was animated tonight. It appears that she loves me. yesterday 
AND TODAY, SHE HAS HAD PLEASURE. Shc’d just had coffec with mc in a 
solitary back shop; her eyes were brilliant; her half-lit face had a 
suave harmony and yet was terrible with supernatural beauty. It was 
as though she were a superior being who had chosen to be so beau- 
tiful because that disguise became her more than another, and whose 
penetrating eyes read your soul. That face would have mad * a sublime 
sibyl. 

I met her at six o’clock in the Contrada del Bocchetto, near the Cafli 
Sanquirico, our usual meeting place; I went with her as far as her 
sister-in-law’s, the wife of a famous chemist, at the Porta Ticinese, I 
believe, near San Lorenzo. I waited in a cafe; a quarter of an hour 
later, she came by again; we went to have coffee, and finally after a 
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half hour's walk, I left her near the arcade on the Place des Marchands, 
still with the handsome Antonio. 

November 6.— I went to see Bossi’s Last Supper at Signor Rafaelli’s. I 
was dissatisfied in respect to: i. the coloring; 2. the expression. 

I. The coloring is the opposite of that of da Vinci. The somber and 
majestic manner of da Vinci is especially appropriate for this scene. 
Boss! has used bright coloring in all parts of it. One thing is sure, his 
picture would produce much more effect in a church than that of 
Leonardo because it would be noticed and that of Leonardo would not 
be seen. 

But in a gallery Bossi’s picture will always be displeasing. A book 
composed by the author of a picture removes from the picture the 
grac6 that is necessary for it to be touching. If you want to demon- 
strate this, think of the opposite case: a picture, accidentally come 
across, by an unfortunate and modest author is at once interesting. 

• 2. Expression. 

As for the expression, Til guarantee to show that Judas looks like 
Henri IV. The outthrust lower lip imbues him with kindness, and 
kindness that is all the greater because it isn’t destroyed by the mind. 

Judas is a goodhearted man who has the misfortune to be red- 
haired. 

Without going beyond nature, the face of M. Norvins (of Rome) 
would at once make a better Judas. 

The countryside glimpsed beyond the head of Christ gave me much 
pleasure, even before I noticed the genuine green. 

A Christ’s head by Guido Reni which I found in Rafaelli’s studio 
wia for me a terrible criticism of Signor Bossi. 

The engraving by Morghen gave me far more pleasure. This isn’t a 
decisive reason. I still need an interpretation of several painters. The 
Carraccis, for instance, whose blacks displease me. 

November 7.— I saw the gallery of the Archbishop’s Palace this morning. 
Handsome face of J. Caesar Procaccini. Copy of Correggio’s Magdalen 
which seemed pretty to me. Fine portrait of a pope, said to be by 
Titian. Relief of a profile by Titian. 

After that, I was too happy and occupied by the jealousy of those 
gents to have time to write. I left Milan November 13, and reached 
Paris November 27 at half-past five, great. 

The next day, a lost battle. 

the last part of a toxtr through ITALY, presented in all humility 
to M. H. de B., aged thirty-eight, who’ll possibly be alive in 1821, 
by his very hiunble servant, gayer than he. 

The H. B. q£ 1811, 


Milan, October 29, 1811. 



The Russian Campaign 


WITH the exception of a few entries of minor importance, no diary 
exists for 1812, which happened to be one of the most eventful years of 
Beyie*s life. He was too busy writing his art history during the first half « 
of the year to keep a diary, and the notes he jotted down during the 
Russian campaign were lost in the disastrous retreat from Moscow. Most 
of the letters he wiote to Felix Faure and Mme. Daru, however, still 
exist and form a quite satisfactory substitute for the diary proper. Some 
of those given in the following pages have already appeared in English 
in To the Happy Few, Norman Cameron's translation o£ Stendhal's 
selected correspondence. 

Upon returning, at the end of November 1811, to the gray skies and 
''bleached souls” of Paris, Beyle passed through some thoroughly un- 
pleasant moments. Not only was he depressed by the realization that 
“the happy days of Italy” were over, but his three-month ramble had in 
some way resulted in his "disgrace,” earning him Daru’s displeasure, the 
hostility of his superiors and the insults of his equals. 

Largely as a means of recapturing his Italian sentiments, he purchased 
a dozen fine apple-green notebooks and started to compose the history 
oL Italian painting he had conceived during an idle moment in Milan 
a month earlier. Opening the Arst notebook, he affectionately printed 
in heavy block letters across the flyleaf; to milady angela g. The agree- 
able illusion that he was "speaking of love” to his mistress and the fair 
land of her birth was to spur him on as, with a totally unaccustomed 
perseverance, he labored week after week over the preliminary draft of 
his first sustained literary production. 

On the practical side, he felt the need of a larger background of art 
and was convinced that a guide compiled by himself would be preferable 
to that of another, for, in the latter case, the author's ideas "might inter- 
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fere with his own and lead him into discussions at the very moment 
that he ought to be experiencing sensations.” Such a homemade hand- 
hooky tooy would be very useful on his next trip to Italy — and besides, he 
rather hoped that its sale would pay the expenses of this next tripl 

Translating, abridging and revising the ponderously learned and con- 
veniently defunct Lanzi, he worked rapidly, sometimes completing as 
many as forty pages in a single day. By the middle of January, after 
six weeks of work, he had finished the history of Florentine art— actually 
more than he published five years later in his Histoire de la Pcinture 
en Italic. All that was lacking were the politico-historical introduction 
and the capital chapters on the ancient and modern beau ideal. In a 
litde mpre than six months of this congenial occupation, he had finished 
the fftst draft of his entire study — comprising the schools of Rome, 
Lombardy, Venice and Bologna, as well as that of Florence (the only 
one he was to publish) — dictated a copy of the whole, covered the 
copy with notes and begun the revision of the text. 

Inevitably, his knowledge of the subject, almost negligible at the start, 
rapidly deepened as he progressed. As Inspector of the Emperor’s House- 
hold Furnishings, he was commissioned to inventory the great collection 
of paintings and statues then in the Musee Napoleon, otherwise the 
Louvre. Furthermore, he soon began to read other books on Italian 
painting: to Lanzi, Vasari and Bossi, whose works he had bought in 
Milan, he added Ridolphi, Algarotti, Zanetti, Convivi, Mengs, Comolli, 
Baldinucci, Vasi, Belloni, Malvasia and many others. Each time a passage 
in one of these authors contained useful information or pertinent ideas, 
he 'Unhesitatingly liffed it, remodeled it to suit his taste and squeezed 
it into his compilation. 

After a bad start, the period from December i8ii to July 1812 turned 
out to be one of the pleasantest he had yet lived through. With no 
financial worries and little official work, he scribbled away in his pleasant 
apartment ”in absolute solitude until six o’clock”: his evenings were 
passed in amusing company or at the Opera Buffa. It was the kind of 
life he had always wanted: all that was now needed was to assure its 
permanence by coming into a title and a Prefecture. 

He accordingly redoubled his entreaties to his father to give him a 
majorat and the financial aid necessary to obtain a barony. His resistance 
worn down, the elder Beyle at length agreed to establish the majorat, but, 
shrewd trader that he was, he found a way as original as it was ironic of 
"giving” the requisite property to his son, who in his eagerness to have 
a title had incautiously agreed "to sign anything.” One of those solemn 
legal documents so beloved to old French families was drawn up stating 
that Cherubin, "wishing to establish a majorat of baron” for his son, 
turned over the Beyle home in the Rue de ]^nne, Grenoble, to the latter 
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—who, however, was to pay for the gift by immediately mortgaging it 
for 45,000 francs! It was fur^ermore specified that the third floor was to 
be reserved for the use of Cherubin, while the second floor was to be 
occupied for life by its present tenant. As the house had only three 
floors, and the first was entirely taken up with stores, Beyle paid his 
father 45,000 francs for the “donation” of a house that was useless to himi 

As a final touch of irony, the house did not even obtain a barony 
for him. Almost at the same minute the papers were being signed in 
Grenoble, Napoleon and his vast army were crossing the Niemen. The 
catastrophic Russian campaign was about to start, and, in the events of 
the coming months, barony, history of Italian painting, gay society, 
light operas and the rest passed by the board. 

Napoleon's invasion of Russia was no sooner decided than Beyle began 
importuning the Due de Cadore for permission to resume his duties with 
the Intendancy. After considerable difficulty and some delay, he was 
finally commissioned to carry a portfolio to the Emperor. His orders were 
given him July 23 by Marie-Louise in person, and the same evening he 
drove nghdieartedly out of Paris in his little calash toward adventures 
that were to go from exciting to harrowing, to terminate several months 
later in a nightmare. 

On September X'}. he dragged into Moscow, exhausted, in the company 
of Victorine’s ' / Jther Edouard and a trio of Angelina's* “friends,” Join- 
ville, Widmann and Migliorini. 

The French barely had time to look around the legendary Russian 
capital when their admiration turned to horror upon seeing the lux- 
urious mansions and palaces one after another burst into flames. The last 
act of Count Feodor Vasilievich Rostopchin, Military Governor of 
Moscow, before evacuating the city had been to throw open the prisons 
and to give each of the freed convicts a firebrand with instructions to 
set Moscow on fire. While the remaining inhabitants fled, taking the fire 
pumps with them, the prisoners ran from building to building, touching 
off everything that was inflammable. Frantic efforts were made to stop 
the fire’s progress, but the soldiers no sooner extinguished one blaze 
than a score of others started. Through four days and four nights, the 
city continued to burn, and Beyle’s undramatized and rather disgusted 
description of the resultant disorder, pillaging and privation is probably 
as accurate an account as has been left by any witness of the historic 
event. 

One thought caused him great anxiety throughout the confusion of 
these days. It was concerned with Melanie Guilbert, whose memory had 
grown very precious since he gladly said farewell to her at Marseille six 
years earlier. In the interval, Melanie had married a Russian general 
named Barcov and had come with her husband to live in Moscow. The 
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day after Kis arrival Beyle had gone about town trying to locate Mme. 
Barcov, but all he found were a few of her friends, who were unable to 
give him any definite information. According to them, she had left for 
St Petersburg a few days before the arrival of the French. She was preg* 
nant, suffering from eye trouble, and had quarreled with her husband,- 
who apparently was no longer with her. It seemed that M^nie intended 
to set out for Paris but possessed barely enough money for the long, 
hazardous journey.^ 

Worried by this news, Beyle wrote a mutual friend in Paris, requesting 
him, should he hear of Melanie's return, to offer her lodgings in the 
closed apartment of the Rue Neuve-de-Luxembourg. 

In the first weeks neither Beyle nor his companions suffered any very 
serious physical discomfort. But when they arose on the morning of 
October 12, they found the ground covered with a heavy frost. Soon it 
began to snow. Although a thaw had set in by the fifteenth, the weather 
remained foggy. It was an evil omen, and it meant that the cold northern 
winter had begun — several weeks earlier than usual. Napoleon, who had 
been marking time in the futile hope that Czar Alexander would finally 
decide to make peace overtures, heeded the sign and was alarmed by it. 
Within three weeks, he decided, the Army must lx established in winter 
quarters. 

Ordered to go to Smolensk, Mohilov and Vitebsk to make the necessary 
arrangements for assuring subsistence to the rear, Beyle surted out on 
October 16 with 1,500 wounded and an escort of two or three hundred 
soldiers. 

•The trip was bad* enough for Beyle’s party, but for Napoleon and the 
army of loofioo that marched with him, it was worse. Leaving Moscow 
three days later than Beyle, the troops found the roads continually barred 
by Cossack bands. At Maloyaroslavets on the twenty-third, there was a 
serious engagement with the Russians. After that, the march was con- 
stantly impeded by the Cossacks, who daily attacked isolated groups of 
French soldiers. Encumbered by the provisions and the artillery, the 
troops were soon exhausted: discipline grew slack, morale began to 
weaken. At Boragobugi matters grew rapidly worse. The provisions were 
running so low that the soldiers were willing to pay fantastic sums for 
moldy bread and cat meat. The thermometer suddenly dropped far below 
zero, and a heavy snowstorm made the advance all but impossible. The 
horses fell by the thousands, only to be eaten immediately by the under- 
nourished soldiers. In the midst of all this, Napoleon was driven into a 
Fidiite fury by dispatdies from Paris informing him that the French Em- 
pire had nearly been overthrown by the plot of the crackbrained Malet. 
finally, on November 9, the Army began straggling inm Smolensk, where 
it fou^ that the troops who had arrived there a wedt earlier had ex- 
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hausted the stores of food. This disastrous news completed the demorali- 
zation of the famished and frozen troops. All pretense of discipline van- 
ished, and the soldiers went about the ruined town like wild beasts, 
ravenously falling on anything they could find. 

Napoleon, who had already abandoned his original plan to stay in 
Russia until spring, seemed to have lost control of the situation. Scarcely 
arrive^ in Smolensk, where he had intended to take up winter quarters, 
he gave orders for the retreat to continue. Beginning November 12, de- 
tachments of soldiers were dispatched every twenty-four hours. New dis- 
asters awaited them in the Losmina, Valley, where the Cossacks played 
Jiavoc with the retreating forces. When at length the remnants of the 
Grande Armee were concentrated at Orsha, only 24,000 troops, plus 
14,000 stragglers, remained of the half million who had crossed the 
Niemcn five months earlier. 

From Orsha to Borisov, the retreat became worse and worse. The 
temperature went as low as 40 degrees below zero Fahrenheit, and each 
morning when the soldiers started out they left hundreds of frozen corpses 
behind ihem^ On November 26 and 27, they crossed the Berezina af 
Studianka, near Borisov. Most of the Army had already passed over the 
river in an orderly fashion when the stragglers, who had been loitering 
along the banks were suddenly thrown into panic by rumors of another 
Cossack attack. 1 hey rushed wildly for the bridge, clogging the passage 
and trampling their comrades in scenes of indescribable horror. A week 
later the survivors arrived in Vilna, where Napoleon called his lieutenants 
into conference, told them of Malet’s plot and announced that it was 
necessary for him to depart for Paris at once, leaving the Army in com- 
mand of Murat. 

Beyle, who had been prevented by the rapid development of events 
from continuing his mission to Mohilov and Vitebsk, left Smolensk on 
November ii, a day before the first detachments of regular soldiers. Still 
in charge of what few provisions remained, it was he who was responsible 
for the distribution of the only bread ration the Army received between 
Smolensk and Borisov. He later said that this service had been recog- 
nized by Daru in the name of the Emperor. 

The ration of bread he distributed was a rare feast. Usually the men 
were happy to find anything to cat, and long afterward Beyle recalled 
with pleasure a piece of suet he bought for twenty francs in me village 
he passed through. He experienced considerable physical suffering: dur- 
ing the retreat, his ample waistline receded alarmingly, and he lost all his 
clothes except those he was wearing. 

Alexandre Bergonie, one of Beyle’s roommates at Moscow, told Prosper 
M^rimee many years later that he owed his life to his colleague. Arrived at 
the Berezina, Bergonie was so exhausted that he refused to go any farther 
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until he had rested. Beyle, foreseeing the morrow’s jam on the bridge, 
almost carried his friend across by force. ‘‘M. Bergoni^ used to praise end- 
lessly Beyle’s presence of mind, which he retained at a time when the 
most resolute were losing their heads,” M^im^e says in his H. B. This 
testimony supports Stendhal’s boast that, during the Russian campaign, 
he ’’distinguished himself by his sang-froid.” 

The Berezina crossed, the Army proceeded in disorder to Minsk. Beyle 
and his comrades were by now in a pitiful condition. It grew colder and 
colder. The supplies were exhausted, and he wrote that he kneeled in 
reverence at the sight of a few potatoes. It was only after arriving in Poland 
that they managed to find sufficient food in the towns they passed 
through. They were, however, still harried by bands of Cossacks, and 
many were the times when they were aroused in the middle of the night 
by a persistent cannonade. At Molodeczno, during one of these attacks, 
the culminating misfortune befell Beyle: he lost a large sum of money — 
possibly as much as 15,000 francs — part of his Brunswick diary; all the 
notes he had taken in Russia and, most tragic of all, the twelve precious 
notebooks containing the corrected and annotated copy of his Histoire 
de la Peinture en Italie. 

Feeling his strength giving out, he left Molodqczno ahead of the Army 
with his other roommate, Antoine Busche. On December 7 he arrived at 
Vilna, ’’fed up with the pleasures of the snow” and revolted with the 
sordidness of human nature revealed by the retreat. There had been a 
few magnificent moments of solitude during the long march, but as soon 
as some companions joined him there was no longer ’’anything for the 
heart.” His privations affected him far less than ’’the hideous spectacle of 
horrible suffering and lack of pity: at Vilna, the holes in the walls were 
plugged up with the frozen corpses of soldiers.” 

Some of his strength returned at Gumbinnen, where he arrived a few 
days later. After Konigsberg he traveled with Commissary Balthazar 
Marchant in a mahogany sledge and nearly perished in the Frisches Haff 
when the ice gave way beneath the runners. He reached Danzig Decem- 
ber 30 and remained there until January 8, when he set out for Berlin. On 
his thirtieth birthday, January 23, 1813, he left Berlin, and, following 
familiar roads, passed through Brunswick, Cassel, Frankfurt and Mainz, 
finally arriving back in Paris January 31. 

In after years Beyle was wont to boast that he had taken the ten-week 
retreat “like a glass of lemonade,” that he never believed there was “any- 
thing worth crying about” in its hardships, that it was only after he got 
back to Paris that he learned the retreat had been a terrible matter. There 
was unquestionably some braggadocio in this attitude, but for once he 
distorted the picture very litde. If he had occasionally complained, he had 
nevertheless gone through the campaign courageously: he had got out 
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of a dangerous situation as best he could; he had been dirty and hungry; 
he had lost clothes and money; he had been cold, exhausted and in poor 
health. But he. was too intent on the problems of the moment to be con- 
scious of the fact that he was playing a part in one of the most important 
events of modern history. It was only as the months and years passed and 
the memory of the disagreeable phases faded that the endless retreat was 
slowly transformed into the brilliant and heroic colors of an epic. The 
retreat from Moscow became celebrated; it was talked about in the salons, 
written about in books: to have participated in it was a title to glory, and 
Henri Beyle, like the others, was not reluctant to mention that he too had 
been one of Napoleon’s Muscovites. 

The right to that boast was at bottom his sole reward for the Russian 
experience. True, as he wrote in his quaint combination of French and 
English, **it had the advantage of making me see things that no Mocenigo 
I ROM Cervantes, i believe, has never seen,” and the eighteen-day trip from 
Moscow to Smolensk had provided him “‘new nurture for his soul.” But 
he had pot been in the mood to benefit from his experiences. “I had lost 
the habit of intCxise and extreme attention, because I was usually thinking . 
only of things 1 held in contempt,” he said after his return. 

In brief, the inescapable company of swashbuckling vulgarians had 
made it impossible to appreciate the tragic grandeur of the spectacle. 


1812 Russia 


From letter to Pauline, Saint-Cloud, July 2^, 1812, — I’m leaving at seven 
o’clock tonight for the banks of the Dvina; I came here to get my 
orders from Her Majesty the Empress, This princess has just honored 
me with a conversation of several minutes on the route I am to take, the 
duration of the voyage, etc., etc. Upon leaving Her Majesty, I went to 
the apartments of His Majesty the King of Rome, but he was sleeping; 

'Madame the Comtesse de Montesquieu informed me that it would be 
impossible to see him before three o’clock; consequently, I have two 
hours to wait. That’s uncomfortable in dress uniform and lace. Luckily, 
I recalled that my position of inspector might possibly give me some 
credit in the palace. I presented myself, and a room that was not being 
used at the moment was made available for me. 

I’ll go speedily as far as Konigsberg, as I’m in the first courier. The 
Prince High Chancellor told me yesterday to try to fare better than one 
of my colleagues, who took twenty-eight days to go from Paris to 
R 
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Vilna. It’s hard to advance across those devastated deserts, especially 
with a wretched little Viennese calash loaded down with a thousand 
packages; there’s not a single person who hasn’t thought of sending 
one along with me. 

From letter to FiUx Fame and Mme. Pierre Dam, Smolensl(, August /p. 
— ^The fire appeared such a fine spectacle to us that, although it was 
seven o’clock, and in spile of the fear of missing dinner (a thing un- 
heard of in su(h a town), and the fear of the shelb which the Russians 
were firing through the flames at any Frenchmen who might be on the 
banks of the Borysthenes (Dnepr), we went down to the city gate 
which is next to a pretty chapel; a shell had just burst there, and every- 
thing was still smoking. We advanced a score of paces by running 
'bravely; we crossed the river on a bridge that General Kirgener had 
ordered to be constructed in great haste. We went right to the edge of 
the fire, where we found a large number of dogs and a few horses that 
had been driven out of the city by the general conflagration. * 

We were about to drink in this rare spectacle when Marignier was 
approached by an infantry major whom he knew through having taken 
his place in a lodging at Rostock. This worthy fellow told us at length 
of his battles that morning and the day before, and then launched out 
. in interminable praise of a dozen Rostock ladies whom he mentioned 
by name; but he praised one of them more than the others. Reluctance 
to interrupt a man so full of his subject, and the impulse to laugh, re- 
tained us till ten o’clock, when the bullets started raining down again. 

We deplored the loss of our dinner, and I was arranging with 
Marignier that* he should return the first to receive our deserved repri- 
mand from M. Daru, when we saw an extraordinary light in the upper 
town. 

We approached, we found all our calashes in the middle of the 
street, eight large houses near our own were belching flames sixty feet 
in the air and casting hot embers as big as fists on the house which had 
been ours for the past few hours; we had the roof pierced in five or six 
places, half a dozen grenadiers of the Guard were armed with long 
poles to beat off the sparks and make them fall; they handled their jobs 
very well. M. Daru took care of everything. Activity, fatigue, tumult 
till midnight. 

Our house caught fire three times and we put it out. Our head- 
quarters were in the courtyard, where, sitting on some straw, we kept 
watch on the roofs of the house and its dependencies, informing the 
grenadiers by otir shouts where the falling embers were the thickest. 

We were diere, Messrs. Daru, Comte Dumas, Besnard, Jacqueminot, 
General Kirgener— all of us so exhausted that we dropped off to sle^ 
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as we talked; the master of the house (M. Daru) was the only one who 
resisted sleep. 

The dinner we had looked forward to so much appeared at last; but, 
for all our appetite, since we hadn’t eaten anything since ten o’clock in 
the morning, it was very amusing to see one of us after the other drop 
oif to sleep in his chair, fork in hand. 

From letter to Filix Fattre, Smolensl^ eighty leagues from Moscow, 
August 24. — How man changes 1 My former thirst for seeing things is 
completely quenched; after seeing Milan and Italy, everything repels 
me by its coarseness. Would you believe it, without anything that 
affects me more than anything ^se, without anything personal. I’m 
sometimes on the verge of tears? In this ocean of barbarity, there isn’t 
a single sound that replies to my soull Everything is coarse, filthy, stink- 
ing for the physical as for the mental. I’ve found but a mild pleasure in 
having some music played to me on a little out-of-tune piano by a 
creature who has about as much feeling for music as I have for the 
Mass. Ambition no longer means anything to me; the finest decoration 
wouldn’t compensate for the mire into which I’m plunged. I picture to 
myself the heights on which my soul (composing literary works, listen- 
ing to Cimarosa and loving Angela in a fine climate) dwells, like de- 
lightful hills: far from those hills, on the plain, are fetid swamps; I’m 
bogged dow 1 in them, and nothing in the world, with the exception of 
a map, recalls my hills. 

Would you believe me if I said I have a lively pleasure in attending 
to official business that is concerned with Italy? I had three or four of 
these affairs, which, even when they were finished, occupied my im- 
agination like a novel. 

I had a slight annoyance in the region of Vilna, where I rejoined the 
Army at a time when this country wasn’t yet organized. I suffered ex- 
treme physical pains. In order to arrive, I left my calash behind, and 
this calash hasn’t rejoined me. It’s possible that it’s been pillaged. For 
me personally, that would be but a semi-misfortune, in the neighbor- 
hood of 4,000 fr. in lost possessions and inconvenience. What an asinine 
compliment to pay people! 

Moscow, Oct. 4. (Dian- of September left my general supping 

at the Apraxin Palace. As we were coming out and were taking leave 
of M. Z in the courtyard, we noticed that, in addition to th fire in the 
Chinese village, which had been burning away for several hours, we 
had one near us; we went to it. The center of it was very intense. I got 
a toothache on this expedition. We were foolish enough to stop a soldier 
who’d just given a couple of whacks with his bayonet to a man who’d 
drunk too much beer; I went as hu* as to draw my sword, and 1 was 
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even on the verge of stabbing the scoundrel. Bourgeois took him to the 
governor, who set him free. 

We retired at one o’clock after spouting numerous commonplaces 
about fires — all of which didn’t produce much effect, at least as far as 
we could see. Returning to the Casa Apraxin, we tested out a pump. I 
went to bed, plagued by my toothache. It appears that several of those 
gents were chickenhearted enough to let themselves be alarmed and to 
go running opt at about two and five o’clock. As for myself, I awoke 
at seven o’clock, had my carriage loaded and had it driven to the rear 
of those belonging to M. Daru. 

They were strung along the boulevard, opposite the club. There I 
found Mme. B., who was about to throw herself at my feet; that made 
' a very ridiculous recognition. I noticed that there wasn’t a shade of 
naturalness in what Mme. B. told me, a fact which naturally chilled 
me. Nevertheless, I did a lot for her by putting her fat sister-in-law in 
my calash, and inviting her to put her droshkies behind my carriage. 
She told me that Mme. Saint-Albe [Melanie Guilbert] had often spoken 
of me. 

The fire was rapidly approaching the house we’d left. Our carriages 
remained on the boulevard five or six hours. Weary of this inaction, I 
went to see the fire, and stopped an hour or two at Joinville’s. I admired 
the voluptuousness inspired by the furnishings of his house; together 
with Billet and Busche, we drank three bottles of wine, which revived 
us. 

I read a few lines of an English translation of Virginie, which, amid 
the general coarseness, revived me a bit morally. 

I went with Louis [Joinville] to see the fire. We saw a drunken 
mounted cannoneer named Savoye strike an officer with the flat of his 
sword, and heap insults on him. He was in the wrong, and was obliged 
to end up by begging his pardon. One of his pillaging mates went forth 
through the flaming street, and was probably roasted alive. I saw a 
further demonstration of the general lack of character in the French. 
Louis found amusement in calming this man for the benefit of an 
officer of the Guard who’d have done him a bad turn at the first op- 
portunity; Instead of having the scorn for all this disorder that it de- 
served, he exposed himself to the risk of getting into trouble. For my 
part, I admired the patience of the officer of the Guard; I’d have given 
Savoye a saber blow on the nose — ^which might have led to trouble with 
the colonel. The officer acted more prudently. 

At three o’clock, I returned to the line of our carriages and dismal 
colleagues. Stores of flour and oats had just been discovered in the 
neighboring frame houses; I told my servants to take some. They made 
a great show of being busy, put on the appearance of taking great 



i 8 i 2 RUSSIA 


481 

quantities, and in the end their work amounted to very little. That’s 
the way it is with everything everywhere in the Army, and it makes 
you irritated.. It’s all well and good to tell yourself it doesn't matter a 
damn anyway, but, as they’re always bellyaching, you finish by getting 
out of patience, and I pass whole days of unhappiness. I’m far less im- 
patient than another would be in my place, but I lose my temper. I 
envy certain of my colleagues to whom you could say, I believe, that 
they’re the scum of the earth without their really getting mad; they 
raise their voices, and that’s aU. They wiggle their cars, as the Com- 
tesse Palfy used to say. person would be unhappy indeed if he didn’t 
do the same thing,” she would add. She was right: but how are you 
going to display resignation like that if you have a sensitive soul? 

About half-past three, Billet and I went to visit the home of Count 
Petr Soltykov; it appeared to us to be suitable for His Excellency. We 
went to the Kremlin to notify him; we stopped at General Dumas’s 
quarters, which dominate the square. 

General Kirgencr said to Louis in front of me, “If they want to give 
me four thousand men, I’ll guarantee to take care of the fire in six 
hours, and it w'ill be put out.” These words impressed me. (I doubt if 
he would succeed. Rostopchin continually had the fire spread to new 
places; if it 'vere extinguished on the right, it would break out in a 
score of places on the left.) 

We saw M. Daru and the amiable Marignier arrive from the Krem- 
lin; we took them to the Soltykov mansion, which was inspected from 
cellar to roof; as M. Daru did not find all to his liking in the Soltykov 
house, he was requested to go to inspect some others in the direction of 
the club. We saw the club, decorated in the French manner, majestic 
and blackened by smoke. There is nothing of the kind in Paris that can 
be compared with it. After the club, we looked over a neighboring 
house, vast and superb; finally, a handsome square white house that 
they decided to occupy. 

We were very tired, I more than the others. Ever since Smolensk, 
I’ve been completely without strength, and I was childish enough to 
interest myself and bustle around in this house-hunting. Interest is say- 
ing too much, but l great deal of bustle. 

We finally moved into this house, which looked as though it had 
been lived in by a wealthy art lover. It was comfortably a* -anged, full 
of statuettes and pictures. There were some good books, notably BufFon, 
Voltaire — ^who’s to be found everywhere here — ^and La Galerie du 
Pdlais-Royal. 

A violent epidemic of diarrhea made everyone fear that Ae wine 
would give put. We heard the excellent news that we might help our- 
selves in the cellar of the fine club I have already mentioned. I per- 
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suaded Father Billet to go there. We entered it through a superb stable 
and a garden that would have been beautiful if the trees of this country 
did not have such a poverty-stricken aspect for me. 

We sent our servants down into the cellar; they brought us up a 
large quantity of bad white wine, damask tableclodis and badly worn 
napkins of the same. We pillaged all these things to make sheets out of 
them. 

A little M. Xt from the Intendant General's office, who’d come over 
to do his bit of pilfering like us, set about making us presents of all we 
were taking. He said he was taking over the building for the Intendant 
General, and started in to moralize; I called him to order a'little. 

My servant was completely drunk; he heaped tabledoths, wine, a 
-violin he had pillaged for himself and a thousand other things in the 
carriage. We had a little wine repast with two or three other col- 
leagues. 

The servants put the house in order, the fire was ffir front us and 
filled the air with copper-colored smoke; we had set ourselves in order, 
and were at last about to breathe freely when M. Daru came in and 
announced that we had to leave. I accepted the thing with courage, but 
it utterly disheartened me. 

My carriage was crammed full, I put the poor pale-faced and boring 
de B., whom I pitied, in it. He’s the most asinine and boring spoiled 
child I know. 

Before leaving the house, I pillaged a volume of Voltaire, the one en- 
titled Faceties. 

My carriages that Francois was in charge of kept us waiting. We had 
barely got under way by seven o’clock. We encountered M. Daru, who 
was furious. We went directly toward the fire, following a part of the 
boulevard. Little by little, we advanced through the smoke, breathing 
became difficult; we finally went between blazing houses. None of our 
enterprises are ever perilous except through the utter lack of order and 
caution. Here was a long procession of wagons plunging into the midst 
of the flames in order to escape them. This maneuver would have had 
some sense to it ot.'y had the city been surrounded by a circle of fire. 
This wasn’t the case in the least; the fire was limited to one side of the 
city, it was necessary to get out of it, but it wasn’t necessary to go 
through the fire; what should have been done was to go around it. 

The impossibility of the thing stopped us short; we turned back. As 
I was thinking of the great spectacle before me, I forgot for a moment 
that I’d turned my carriage around before the others. I was worn out, I 
was proceeding on foot because my carriage was full of the servant’s 
plunder, and the paleffice was perched on it. I thought my carriage was 
lost in the fire. Franjois gallqied headlong. The carriage wouldn’t have 
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been in any danger, but my servants, like those of everyone else, were 
drunk and quite capable of going to sleep in the middle of a blazing 
street. 

On the boulevard as we returned, we found General Kirgener, with 
whom I was very satisfied that day. He restored our audacity — ^in other 
words, our good sense — ^and showed us that there were three or four 
roads by which we could get out of the city. 

We followed one of them about eleven o’clock, we broke through 
the lines, arguing with some of the King of Naples’ carters. I later 
noticed that we were following the Tvefskoi, or Tver Street. We left 
the city, illuminated by the finest' fire in the world, which formed an 
immense pyramid, which, like the prayers of the faithful, had its base 
on earth and its apex in heaven. The moon appeared above this atmos- 
phere of flame and smoke. It was an imposing sight, but it would have 
been necessary to be alone, or else surrounded by intelligent people, in 
order to enjoy it. What has spoiled the Russian campaign for me is to 
have taken part in it with people who would have belittled the Colos- 
seum or the Bay of Naples. 

We went by a superb road toward a castle named Petrovski, where 
His Majesty had gone to take lodgings. Zowie! From my carriage, 
where I’d fou^d a little room, I saw M. Daru’s calash careen and finally 
fall into the ‘litch. The road was only eighty feet wide! Oaths, fury; it 
was extremely hard work to get the carriage up. 

We finally reached a bivouac; it faced the city. We saw quite clearly 
the huge pyramid formed by the pianos and sofas of Moscow, which 
would have given us so much pleasure if it hadn’t been for this in- 
cendiary mania. This Rostopchin will be either a scoundrel or a Roman; 
it remains to be seen how his act will be judged. Today, a notice was 
found in one of Rostopchin’s castles; it said that there were furnishings 
worth a million, I believe, etc., etc., but that he was burning them so as 
not to leave the enjoyment of them to brigands. The fact of the matter 
is that his fine palace in Moscow was not set on fire. 

Arrived at the bivouac, we supped on raw fish, figs and wine. Such 
was the end of this distressing day, during which we’d been kept on 
the jump from seven o’clock in the morning until eleven o’clock at 
night. The worst of it was that, at eleven o’clock, as I took a seat in my 
calash to go to sleep beside that boring de B., and sitting on top of 
bottles covered over with goods and blankets, I found that 1 was drunk 
from the effects of the bad white wine pillaged at the cluhu 
From letter so Felix Faure, Moscow, October 2.— To complete- the con- 
trast between the autumn of 1811 and of 1812, extreme physical fatigue 
and food composed exclusively of meat have given me a fine bilious 
fever which promises to hold me fast. This illness was agreeable to me. 
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as it gave me a week of solitude. I’ve had the time to see that, the cir- 
cumstances being extremely boring, I had need of applying myself to 
something absorbing. Consequently, I again began to work on Letellier. 
What induced me to do this was the memory of the pure and often 
delightful pleasure I had for seven months last winter, starting De- 
cember 4. This occupation interested me yesterday and the day before. 

You should realize this truth, that happiness clarifies the judgment. 
On things relating to women, on the way to give them the sensations 
of amiability, etc., you had many opinions that seemed to be vitiated 
because, for weird reasons not existing in nature, like a large nose, a 
high forehead, etc., you persisted in always seeing yourself on one side 
of the scales. Happiness now places you on the other, and ought to lead 
'you back naturally to the rules of pure Beylism . — I was reading Rous- 
seau’s Confessions a week ago. It was uniquely through the lack of two 
or three rules of Beylism that he was so unhappy. The mania of seeing 
duties and virtues everywhere put pedantry in his style and Unhappi- 
ness in his life. He’d ally himself with a man for three weeks; boom, the 
duties of friendship, etc.! Two years later, this man no longer thinks of 
him; he looks for some somber explanation of that. Beylism would 
have said to him, “Two bodies come together; heat and fermentation 
are produced, but every state of this kind is temporary. It’s a flower 
that must be enjoyed sensually, etc.’’ Do you grasp my idea? The finest 
things in Rousseau stink of the empyreuma to me, and don’t at all have 
the Correggian grace, which is destroyed by the slightest shade of 
pedantry. 

It looks as though I’ll spend the winter here; I hope there’ll be some 
concerts. There will certainly be theatrical performances at the Court, 
but what kind of actors will be in them? 

Nothing purifies me like music after association with asses; it’s be- 
coming dearer to me daily. But whence comes this pleasure? Music 
describes nature. Rousseau says it frequently abandons direct descrip- 
tion, which is impossible, in order to cast our soul, through means of its 
own, into a position similar to that which would be given us by the 
object it seeks to c ascribe. Instead of describing a quiet night, a thing 
which is impossible, it gives the soul the same sensation by producing 
in it the same sentiments as a quiet night would inspire. 

Do you understand something of this? I’m writing you in a little 
room where two young asses from Paris are offering their opinion on 
what should be done in Moscow, and not leaving me the possibility of 
stringing two iddas together; I had a number of them to communicate 
to you, and here I am run dry. 

As for music, k seems to me that my peculiar taste for good comic 
operas comes from the fact that they give me the sensation of the ideal 
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perfection of comedy. The best comedy for me would be that which 
gives sensations similar to those I derive from H Matrimonio Segreto 
and the Pazzo per la Musica; that seems to me clear in my heart. 

From letter to Mme, Daru, Moscow, October 16. — . . . our conversations 
are the most boring in the worlds we never talk about anything but 
solemn subjects, an enormous dose of self-importance, and a mortal 
hour is taken to explain something that might have been said in ten 
min\ites. With this exception, everything is proceeding very well in- 
deed, we haven't seen any women since the posthouse mistresses of 
Poland, but on the other hand we're great connoisseurs of fires. Our 
precipitous moves from one place 'to another during the first nights of 
our stay at Moscow were truly pleasant, but for you, madame, these 
things are commonplaces, they have been so well described to you that 
you know more about them than we do. You know that Moscow had 
400 or 500 palaces decorated with a charming voluptuousness unknown 
in Paris, and which is to be seen only in lucky Italy. It’s quite simple. 
The government was despotic. There were 800 or a thousand persons 
here *vh(> had from 5 to 15,000 livres income. What was to be done with 
this money? Go to Court? A sergeant of the Guard who enjoyed the 
Emperor's favor humiliated them, and furthermore exiled them to 
Siberia in order to have their fine horses and carriages. These unfor- 
tunates had .10 recourse other than pleasure, and they seem, judging by 
their houses, which we enjoyed for thirty-six hours, to have put this 
makeshift to good use. 

From letters to Felix Faure, Smolensk,, November 7 and 9. — ^Leaving 
Moscow on my mission October 16 , 1 reached here November 2, after 
a highly interesting voyage which alone was worth coming to Russia 
for. Two fine attacks by Cossacks, the firm belief throughout one night 
that we’d be -killed the next day . • . 

Here I am again in this city which seems to me unique as far as 
picturesqueness is concerned. The snow heightens the effect of the 
tree-studded ravines amid which it*s built. It's not very cold, two or 
three degrees, but, since we're in Russia, everyone thinks he’s frozen. 
Our thoughts are entirely brought back to the physical: the great thing 
is to have or not to have boots or a coat. It's been impossible to write 
you for the past twenty days. There have been moments when I would 
have liked very much to preserve the memory of what I saw in my soul 
or round about me, but it was impossible to write. Tuuay, all the 
sublimity of my soul is again neutralized by the forced society, I shan't 
say of any particular person, but of mankind. Deprived of a shield, my 
soul was exposed to all sorts of vexations, and became inane as the re- 
sult; that’s the state in which I have the honor of being after sleeping 
with two overgrown children on the floor of a little workroom next to 
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the room where eight or ten colleagues were sleeping in the same 
fashion. 

From letter to Mme. Daru, Smolensk, November 9. — have just made a 
charming voyage; three or four times a day, I passed from extreme 
boredom to extreme pleasure. It must be confessed that the pleasures 
were not delicate; one of the liveliest of them, for instance, was one 
evening when we found some potatoes to eat without salt with some 
moldy munition bread. You can imagine our deep misery. This state of 
things lasted eighteen days; leaving Moscow October 16 , 1 arrived here 
November 2. Comte Dumas had ordered me to leave with a convoy of 
1,500 wounded, escorted by two or three hundred men. You can im- 
agine the huge number of little wagons, the oaths, the continual quar- 
reling; all these wagons bumping into each other, sinking deep in the 
mud. Regularly every day we spent two or three hours in a muddy 
ditch, and we lacked everything. It was then that I said, “To the devil 
.with this crazy idea of coming to Russia.” Arrived in the evening, after 
marching all day and covering three or four leagues, we bivouacked 
and went to sleep, freezing a bit. 

On October 24, as we were building our fires, we were surrounded 
by a mob of men who began firing at us. Utter disorder, curses froi.i 
the wounded; we had all the trouble in the vC^orld making them take 
up their rifles. We drove off the enemy, but believed wc were in for 
some high adventures. We had a brave wounded general named 
Mourier with us, and he explained our situation. Being attacked at this 
hour of the evening by a great horde of infantry probably meant that 
wc had 4,000 or 5,000 Russians ahead of us, partly troops of the line, and 
partly peasants in revolt. Wc were hemmed in, it was no more safe to 
retreat than to advance. Wc decided to stay up all night and at day- 
break to form a hollow square with our wounded in the middle, and 
to attempt to break through the Russians; to abandon our wagons, if wc 
were driven to it, and to form another little hollow square and to be 
killed to the last man rather than allow ourselves to be captured by the 
peasants, who would put us to death slowly by stabbing, or in some 
such pleasant manner. 

After this fine resolution, wc made an arrangement. Each of us put 
his least necessary possessions into a bundle, which was to be thrown 
out at the first attack so as to lighten the wagon. 1 was quartered with 
five or six wounded colonels whom I didn’t know a week before and 
who have become intimate friends since the start of the journey. 

They all agrcc^ that our goose was cooked. Wc distributed our 
napoleons among the servants in an effort to safeguard a few. Wc had 
all become intimate friends. Wc drank what little wine remained. On 
the morrow, which was to have been such a great day, wc started out 
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on foot beside our calashes, armed from head to foot with pistols. There 
was such a dense fog that we couldn’t see four paces in front of us. We 
continually came to a stop. I had a volume of Mme. de Deffand which 
I read almost to the end. Our enemies didn’t consider us worthy of 
their wrath, we were only attacked in the evening by a few Cossacks, 
who stuck their spears into fifteen or twenty wounded. 

From letter to Mme, Daru, Smolensk, November 10. — Getting into the 
carriage to leave Moscow, bur excellent General Dumas complained 
of a pain in the side, a short time later he spat blood, the fact was that 
he had pneumonia in all its symptoms. What a sickness to have at his 
age, at this season and on this route I He’s out of danger, but so thin, 
pale and weak that he asked His Majesty for a month’s furlough, dur- 
ing which time M. Daru will be in charge of the Intendancy. 

I didn’t follow my chief during the march here from Moscow. He 
went to Maloyaroslavets to beat the Russians. It’s too bad indeed that 
this victory has such a baroque name; they say that it was a superb 
engagement and that the Russians were never driven from their posi- 
tion in a manner more brilliant and honorable for the Army. I wasn’t 
on hand when these fine things were happening, I left Moscow Oc- 
tober 16, and arrived in Smolensk with a poor little convoy that had 
been mauled by the Cossacks, who, among other things, were rude 
enough to take my case of provisions, with the result that I lived for 
eighteen days on munition bread and water. 

Our physical sufferings on the way from Moscow were diabolic. 
There isn’t a porter at the markets who is as tired at the end of the 
day as we were every night after building our little hut of dry branches 
and lighting our 6re. I’m still frozen as a result of it, as you arc un- 
doubtedly able to notice by my scrawl. You wouldn’t recognize us. 
We’re all enough to make anyone afraid. We look like our lackeys. 
That’s literally true, the first one of us to reach Smolensk was mistaken 
for an insolent lackey because he stepped forward to shake hands with 
the master of the house. We’re a long way indeed from the Parisian 
elegance. I’m considered the luckiest because, by dint of money and a 
mighty wrath at the vans that came close to my calash, I saved it — if 
you can call it “sav<”d” to have but four shirts and a single coat. The 
worst of it is that everyone doesn’t take it so gaily. A little gaiety would 
save the aspect of our hardship, but all those who haven’t a rather 
forceful soul are full of bitterness. 

From letter to Martial Daru, Smolens\, November /o.— I didn’t follow 
headquarters in the march on St. Petersburg. They fought the Russians 
at Maloyaroslavets. Their Army was driven back toward Kaluga, which 
leaves us free to go to St. Petersburg via Vitebsk, Duneburg and Riga. 
I had the honor to be appointed Director General of Reserve Supplies. 
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I immediately had some letterheads printed^ and left Moscow with a 
convoy of sick. 

As we were far from the Army, we were attacked twice by Cossacks. 
These rascals put us on a diet of bread and water for eighteen days. 
M. Daru was good enough to be anxious about me. He arrived here the 
8 th, and since then we haven’t had time to breathe. 

Almost all of us lost our equipment, and were reduced to what we 
had on our person. All these little nuisances are for the wealthy ones of 
the Army, the common soldier is overflowing with napoleons, gold, 
diamonds, pearls, etc.; we think we are going to Vitebsk and Minsk. 

My fingers are so cold that I don’t know whether you’ll be able to 
read what I’ve written. 

From letter to Pauline and Comtesse Beugnot, Smolens\, November 20 . — 
Decipher, if you have the courage, the rough draft I’m enclosing; it’s a 
letter to Madame [Beugnot] and moreover it’s the exact truth. I’m 
surrounded by asses who tne me out. Everything considered,' it’s the 
last time that I’ll let myself be taken away from my goal, la mia cara 
Italia. We haven’t got any ink; I’ve just manufactured seventy-five 
drops, which have been used up by my long letter. Therefore, adieu; 
don’t show my letter to anyone. 

Madame. 

. . . We were driven out of five palaces in five days; finally, giving 
up, we went on the fifth day to camp outside the city [of Moscow]. On 
our way, we experienced the inconveniences that go with grandeur. 
We started out With our seventeen carriages along a street that wasn’t 
yet burning very much; but the blaze traveled faster than our horses, 
and, when we were halfway along the street, our horses took fright 
from the flames of the houses on both sides; the sparks stung them, 
the smoke suffocated us, and we had a very hard time of it to turn 
around and get out. 

I shan’t speak to you, madame, of far more horrible horrors. One 
thing alone saddened me: it was on September 20 , 1 believe, upon our 
return to Moscow; Jie sight of this delightful city, one of the finest 
temples of voluptuousness, transformed into charred and stinking 
ruins, in the midst of which wandered a few miserable dogs and a few 
women looking for something to eat. 

This city was unknown in Europe: there were six or eight hundred 
palaces, thp like of which not a single one is to be found in Paris. 
Everything in thefn was arranged for the purest voluptuousness. There 
were the most cheerful plasterwork and colors, the finest furniture 
from England, the most elegant cheval glasses, charming beds, sofas 
in a thousand ingenious forms. There wasn’t a bedroom where you 
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couldn’t be seated in four or five different ways, and perfect comfort 
was blended with the most brilliant elegance. 

It’s all very simple: there were a thousand persons with incomes of 
five to fifteen thousand livres. In Vienna, people of that sort are solemn 
all their lives and dream of possessing the Order of St. Stephen. In 
Paris, they seek what they call an agreeable life, the kind of life that 
givfs their vanity plenty of enjoyment; their hearts become shriveled, 
they are unable to be aware of others. 

From letter to Pauiine, Konigsberg, December 28. — At Molodechno, I be- 
lieve, thirty leagues from Vilna on the Minsk road, feeling that I was 
freezing and that my strength was giving out, I took the fine decision 
to go ahead of the Army. Together with M. Busche, I covered four 
leagues in three hours; we were lucky enough to find three horses still 
at the post. We departed and arrived at Vilna somewhat the worse for 
wear. We set out again the 7th or 8th, and arrived at Gumbinnen, 
where my physical strength came back a little, from there I arrived 
here, rf-aveling a few leagues ahead of M. Daru. 

IVote to Pauline, Berlin, January 20, i8t^. — I’m in very good health, my 
dear friend. I’ve entirely recovered. I’ll leave about the 24th for Leipzig, 
where I’ll await an order to go back to the Rue Neuve-de-Luxembourg 
if this agree.'»Me order ever comes. 

Note to Paulini. , Berlin, January 2j. — ^My dear friend. I’m leaving Berlin 
on my 30th birthday. Nevertheless, I’m experiencing the joy of a child. 
My first thought this morning was that Victorine was also thirty years 
old.^ Let us hasten to enjoy life; time is fleeting. 

'Victorine Mounier was born two days after Beyle. 



Familiar Scenes 


SOMETHING of the desolate chill of the Russian winter seemed to re- 
main in Beyle during the weeks that followed his return to Paris. He was 
numb mentally and physically. The hardships of the past months had im- 
paired his health: he suffered from pains in the left side and abdomen. 
‘Tm tired out . . he wrote Pauline. ‘Tm cold inside. I drink two or 
three botdes of excellent wine. I take some punch, some coffee; nothing 
does any good; I’m still cold and hungry.” 

After the Russian ;idventures, the humdrum social life of his Parisian 
acquaintances seemed insipid. They were absorbed in the same old 
trivialities and but mildly interested in Cossack attacks, the burning of 
Mokow and the endless retreat through die snow. 

Already a litde forgotten, Beyle dreamed, for once in his life, of some 
bourgeois household where he might sit back and toast his feet on the 
fire. Add a pretty woman with an understanding soul, and life might 
again be worth living. But he knew of no cozy hearth corner, and loving 
souls i la Beyle were rare phenomena among the “dolls” of Paris. Of all 
the people he knew, the only one whose company gave him a little real 
comfort was Melanie Guilbert-Barcov, who was now back in the city and 
whom, for lack of fredier .conquests, he began taking for walks in the 
afternoon and to the theater in the evening. 

A pardal remedy for his “mental numbness” made its effect felt almost 
without his realizing it and took the form of a revival of his old ambidon. 
He had worked consciendously as an empire official; his efficiency in 
carrying out a difficult mission in Russia had pleased Napoleon. Seconded 
by the influendal Coihte Dam and even more so by Mme. Darn, he now 
considered the dme ripe to reap a reward for his labors. He resumed his 
.efforts to gain his father’s aid in obtaining a barony; he enteruined the 
hope of receiving some kind of decoration; the post of Master of Requests 
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seemed within reach; but above all he aspired to the Intendancy of Rome 
or Fbrence, or a Prefecture in one of the Italian departments. 

But luck was against him once again. When the Prefectures were given 
out, friends and acquaintances received appointments: for Beyle there was 
nothing. It was a severe blow to his ambition and pride, and as usual he 
hid his chagrin behind a mask of nonchalance. But the diary's insistence 
on his, indifference betrays the bitterness of his disappointment. '*After 
distinguishing myself more than anyone else, here 1 am at the end of the 
line,” he wrote. 

In order to occupy his mind with, more pleasant things, he engaged a 
^copyist and dictated a sketchy record of his visit to Rome in i 8 ii to replace 
the notebook lost on the road to Naples. Rereading the entire diary of his 
Italian trip jogged him out of the rut: he went over his notes and with 
zest started to work again on Histoire de la Peinture en Italic, attempting 
to replace in the original manuscript the numerous corrections contained 
in the twelve notebooks “eaten by the Cossacks” at Molodechno. Once 
again literature had supplied what life lacked. 

But everything seemed to be against him. No sooner had he recaptured 
the joys of Mocenigo and complacently told himself that he would pass 
a quiet year in his favorite pursuits than Prussia made an alliance with 
Russia. A new ' jnflict with France was the inevitable result, and Beyle 
was promptly ordered to rejoin the Army in Germany. Exasperated at 
the thought of being torn away from his studies to return to the coarse 
life of the Army, he wrote in desperation to Daru, begging him for em- 
ployment in Rome or Florence. When his request went unheeded, he 
gradually resigned himself to his fate and took comfort in the illusion that 
perhaps, after all, the German campaign might in the end solve his prob- 
lems by gaining him the Intendancy of Florence and a salary of 20,000 
francs a year. 

As he advanced through the awakening springtime countryside of the 
Rhineland, Hesse, Thuringia and Saxony, he again found the peculiar 
charm of Germany. Nearing the bivouac before Bautzen, he heard the 
sound of heavy firing nearby. The next day, from a safe distance, a band 
qf youths from the Intendance staff witnessed the battle, possibly the 
only one that Beyle actually saw in his entire life, and undoubtedly the 
one that served him as a model for the famous description in La Char- 
treuse de Parme of the Battle of Waterloo— where the sr xtator sees 
nothing. His impression, written on the spot while the cannon fire was 
still booming, is a casual bit of realism and psychological speculation that 
forms a curious contrast to the conventional glorified and rhetorical battle 
scenes of the period. 

Three days bter the march was resumed. The headquarters convoy, 
consisting of eighty vehicles escorted by no soldiers of the and West* 
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phalian Light Infwtry Battalion, had left Reichenbach early in the morn- 
ing and had just passed through Niedermarkersdorf when a score of 
Cossacks attacked the rear guard. The Westphalians, all conscripts, were 
badly directed and loath to fight. Arriving at full gallop, the Cossacks 
wounded one of Daru’s secretaries. There was a moment of confusion. 
Then a group of gendarmes, reinforced by infantrymen, made a vigorous 
charge and drove off the attackers. Although the entire skirmish lasted 
but a few minutes, it was the object of a severe inquiry, owing to the 
clumsiness of the defense: the commander was broken, and there were 
several arrests. As for Beyle, being at the head of the convoy, he saw 
practically nothing of the attack, as a contemporary report proves, and his 
sensational references to it in later years were merely flights of imagina- 
tion. 

At Gorhtz he was questioned at length concerning the affair by 
Napoleon himself. It is to be regretted that no record eusts of this inter- 
view, which was certainly the most intimate meeting that ever took place 
between the two. Beyle barely mentioned it in a letter to his sister early 
in June, in which he said, “I had a long conversation with His Majesty 
a week ago,” but that the event impressed him is shown by the fact that 
he signed a draft dedication to the Emperor of his Histoire de la Peinture 
en Italie, "the soldier whom you buttonholed at Gorlitz.” “Beyle,” said 
Merim^, who was familiar with the affair, “was commissioned to give an 
account of the panic to the Emperor, who listened to him with concen- 
trated fury.” 

In June he moved on as far as Glogau, then turned back to Sagan, where 
from June lo until'July 25 he filled the functions of Intendant under “the 
most honest and incapable of generals,” the Marquis de Latour-Mau- 
bourg. His lethargy of Paris had by now completely disappeared. He was 
less bored than he expected to be with his army companions, and Ger- 
many contributed to reviving his interest in nature and humanity. *1 
haven't been bored since I left headquarters and the Court,” he wrote 
Pauline. “Every day my billet takes me into a new comedy. I love to drop 
like this into the midst of seven or eight people. When I leave the next 
day. I’m already loved and hated, and I’ve seen two or three different 
characters.” 

Shortly after making another unsuccessful attempt to obtain an Italian 
appointment, he fell seriously ill with what he described as “a diabolical 
attack of a sort of pernicious fever,” of which there was an epidemic in 
the town. On July 26, Daru released him from his duties, and, planning 
to use his illness as t pretext for revisiting Italy, Beyle went to rest for a 
fortnigiht in Dresden and then continued to Paris, where he arrived at the 
end of Augusty still in a weak condition. 

Franz Josef Gall was practidng in the Frendi capital at that dme, and 
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his phrenology was enjoying a popularity equal to that of psychoanalysis 
a century later. Interested in this new ‘‘science*’ as a possible key to the 
human mechanism, Beyle subjected himself to the treatment of its in- 
ventor. Whether Gall or other things were responsible, his fever abated 
somewhat, but his appearance was still haggard enough to impress the 
Due de Cadore, who readily granted his request for a leave of absence in 
order to convalesce in the warm climate of Italy. 

Back in Milan, he spent his first days much as he had two years earlier 
— ^in ecstatic happiness when he was with Angelina, in boredom when 
she was away on one of her frequent trips. Following her to Venice, he 
t^aw the city in a state of siege. The Austrian troops were advancing in 
the northeast. Venice was nervous; Milan feared an attack. The excitable 
Angelina was slightly hysterical, and nightly Beyle slept with his pistols 
at his side. He had half decided to return to France, flatter the Due dc 
Cadore and attempt to obtain a permanent appointment in Italy, when he 
received word from Paris that there was no need of his presence at the 
moment >^cthing loath, Beyle forgot his fears and, for another short 
period, settled down to a pleasant life of love, literary work and dolce far 
niente, 

“Charming hours, a mellow tenderness, possibly the most charming of 
this trip,” he v otc on November lo, after noting that he had spent an 
hour and a halt with Angelina. Another note — ^like the first, written on 
the margin of his books — testifies as to his mood: “At the theater in the 
evening my sensibility prevented me from being amiable. On the other 
hand. I’ve never seen Gina so gay ... As for my departure, it’s not yet 
the moment to weep, for we’ll sec each other several times more.” To- 
gether they went to hear the operas he loved at the Scala, to see his favorite 
pictures at the Brera, to witness the ballets of his future friend Vigano, 
then coming into popularity in Milan. 

It was almost a repetition of those ideal days of 1805, when his ideo- 
logical studies had mingled so harmoniously with his courtship of 
Melanie. Paris had given way co Milan, Melanie had been replaced by 
Angelina, but his ambition was at bottom the same as in 1805 — ^to become 
a* great “comic bard.” For some three weeks he succeeded in achieving 
that magic Beylistic equation: love + work = happiness. 

As the following pages show, his studies in Milan were highly fruitful 
for the future Stendhal; yet, pleased as he was with his wot]., the image 
of Angelina continued to intrude on his thoughts. Sometimes he broke off 
a sentence in the middle to indicate what was in his mind concerning his 
mistress, and once he suddenly interrupted his notes to announce the re- 
ported arrival via Switzerland of 60,000 Austrian troops. The time had not 
yet arrived when he might at last devote himself tranquilly to the joys of 
Moccnigo, 
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All Europe was astir, things were going badly in France, northern 
Italy was in terror of the threatened attack, and his vacation was approach' 
ing its end. He again resigned hinuelf to his fate, and in the middle of 
November sadly left Italy, Angelina, his studies, and started back to his 
duties in Paris. 

Italy,- as always, had unleashed his reserves of sensibility, had given him 
the needed inspiration after a too long contact with the world of vul* 
garians. In i8ii he>had gone to that “suave” southern land to study the 
human heart, and had left it with the determination to become an art 
historian. This time he had headed for Milan in the hope of recovering 
his health, and had departed with the resolution to lose no more time in 
establishing himself as the Moline of the nineteenth century. 


1813 Paris— Germany— Milan 


DIARY. — ^If you’re discreet, read no farther. If you’re not discreet but never- 
theless an honorable man in the essential things, read on and make fun 
of the author, but don’t repeat what you’ve read. 

Coste, Infantry Commander. 

Diary begun February 4, 1813, in Paris, Rue Neuve-du-Luxembourg, 
•No. 3. 

February 4. — ^I have no memory, none at all, and the result is that, when- 
ever I’ve been discreet in the diaries of my ufe which I’ve written up 
to now, I don’t understand anything in them after a year or two. 

While I was in Russia, I lost my Brunswick diary of 1806 and 1807, 
MY LOVES WITH Minette. It required an effort of imagination to recall 
what I had wanted to say. I was well pleased with myself in 1806, the 
essential was majestic, frequendy eclipsed by asininides of afiecdon and 
bashfulness. 

I believe I am extremely sensitive, that’s the outstanding trait. The 
sensibility is pushed to excesses that, if recounted, would be unintel- 
ligible to anyone but F^lix, and even for him much talking is necessary. 

This foculty produces charming thoughts, which vanish like a flash 
of lightning. I haven’t yet been able to get into the habit of writing 
them on the wing, altiuiugh Fve bought notebooks for that purpose 
several times. I forget their subject matter frequently, and their style 
always. What ideas I had in my calash during my eighteen-day cam- 
paign from Moscow to Smolensk! 1 jotted down a few of them in a 
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volume o£ Chesterfield that I pillaged in the country house of Rostop- 
chin; it was lost with the rest. 

On the way here from Berlin, I had some other good ideas, I didn’t, 
write them down. 

At present I’m completely benumbed. I’ve lost all my passions. 1 
haven’t drunk up the pleasures of Paris with the avidity of the deer 
slaking iu thirst in the . . . , the picture by Correggio. I had these 
pleasures yesterday, they slipped off me like water off a duck’s back. 
They didn’t penetrate to my he^ 

I noticed on my way here from Mainz' that I’d lost my passion for 
MY HISTORY OP PAINTING. I was annbyed, but the faa was true. I limited 
myself to studying how the death of a passion may be recognized: 
the boredom inspired by boring things, the details of this passion’s 
execution. 

Will this passion come back? I’m not able to say. I feel numb at 
the moment; an old man of sixty is possibly no colder than I am. 

The nonum prematur in annum is consequently worthless for me; 

I need to execute a thing while I’m still in love with it; without love,, 
I’m worthless. That was confirmed for me by what happened of my 

COMEDY WHICH I WAS MAKING WHEN I WAS APPOINTED AUDITOR and which 

has remained where it was. 

My genius (m the sense of Genie du Christianisme) is consequently 
fickle, that is not in love for long. 

Mme. Palfy seemed to me even more lacking in soul and wit than at 
Di. . . , possibly because I found a veneer of haughtiness in her. 
That’s a love that’s quite dead. But what’s left for me in the way of 
women? My faith, nothing. The thirst which i had of . . . was 
quenched in three days; she’s no longer anything more than a con- 
venience, but one that I’m gready indebted to. 

But Prettechestinneka [Melanie Guilbert] has unexpectedly appeared 
on the horizon. Embers cau’t be fanned into flames again, that’s the 
theory. 

But, knocked about by mankind, I have need of a bourgeois home 
where I could sit toasting my feet on the fire. Mme. de Perval might 
have given me that; she’s goodhearted and imassuming, but the absence 
of intelligence is too evident, by her mother she is t. u bourgeois. 
Tinneka [Melanie] hasn’t this shortcoming; on the contrary, she lapses 
into the tragic, she has more of wit and experience, conversadon with 
her is more possible, though not too much so. 

I’m afraid of starting out and then going into bankruptcy, which 
would be unfair to llnneka at a dme when she is establishing her 
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moral life here. My behavior with her is stationary while waiting to see 
which way the wind is blowing. 

I find on returning that there are four women to observe: Mmes. 
Palfy, de Perval, Tinneka, Doligny {non parlo della mia Angelina). 

Vm experiencing some strange phenomena in my health. For the 
past three days, I’ve been eating three times as much as usual, and I’m 
always hungry,* coffee doesn’t stimulate my mind, wine drunk in the 
morning doesn’t make me sleepy. I’m suffering a little from my chest 
I have the tail end of a cold. 

What would I do with them at the end of the third day? Con- 
sequently, no more of the bashfulness I used to have when 1 wanted 
to seduce them all, believed they all had the heart of Julie, and thought 
they would provide me with a life like the grove at Clarens. 

Consequently, no more of the bashfulness of extreme expectations. 
My manners have been warped by these ridiculous ideas. All that lacks 
for me to be sure of success is to learn to let my indifference appear. 

February /j.— Left Berlin January 23, at ten o’clock less a quarter. 

The 24th, at 8 o’clock in the morning, at Brunswick. 

The 25th, at 10 o’clock in the evening, at Kassel. 

The 27th, at 2 o’clock in the morning, at Frankfurt (what an hour 
of sound sleep!). 

At half-past 7 in the morning, crossed the Rhine in a sledge. 

At half-past one, left for Paris. 

The 31st, at half-past 9, arrived in Paiis. 

February 17. — I’m working on the comic. 

Objection to Hobbes’s definition of laughter. 

In the trait of the fat Englishman talking to the trunk that has fallen 
on him in the overturned diligence at nightfall in America, told by 
M. Marchand at Konigsberg, what superiority are we able to feel over 
the Englishman who made such a natural mistake ? 

Certainly, very little. 

(He said in Engiish, “Very good indeed, sir, as you wish; when you 
get tired of that position, perhaps you will change it.— well, very 
WELL, SIR, etc.”) 

Certainly, little: thus it’s necessary for the Englishman’s monologue 
to be drawn out in order to be sure to provoke laughter, which in- 
creases as the story goes along, the last words make you laugh more 
than the preceding ones. We find the Englishman stupid and inferior 
to us because he doesn’t notice the hardness of the trunk and the fact 
that it doesn’t answer him. 

Two extremities are to be seen between which the comic fluctuates: 
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I* Either the person at whom we laugh seems extremely stupid, 
extremely inferior to us; 

2. Or almost not at all, as in the majority of mistakes, for instance, 
that of the Englishman. 

What difference does the diversity of the soil from which it springs 
introduce into laughter? 

Pierrot, a source of laughter for the common people, produces 
laughter only through his blunders. 

February 18.—I spent the morning in the reading room of the Rue de 
Grammont and later at the Jardin dcs Plantes with m. 

At the reading room, I read: i. 'Discourse XXXV [on the subject of 
laughter] in The Spectator, then Chamfort*s Eloge de Moliire, which 
made me think: 

That we are interested only in ourselves; in laughter, our ego is 
only slightly involved, it’s merely a question of knowing whether this 
ego is -superior to such-and-such an individual. 

February 25.— While waiting to be as impassioned and happy as I was 
from December 4, 1811, to May 5, 1812, I must study my ideas vpoif 
THE COMIC and put them in order. Passion will come later. 

March 6 . — Ever since the 24th, when I drew up the outline of Letellier, 
I’ve been in 'i great mental chill, and passion is necessary if you are 
going to con .pose a scene. When I’m impassioned, I must write out the 
plan of study to be followed when I cool off. Possibly the reading of 
foreign plays. I’ve read a dozen French comedies with pleasure. 

March /2.— I wrote the following truth to Felix: 

Since my return. I’ve been plunged in deadly listlessness. For the 
past forty days. I’ve been vainly seeking my former passions: I no 
longer experience anything but the pleasures of reminiscence. I have 
no desire to go to the museum (the old pictures), I would have been 
more aware of my weakness there than elsewhere. From December 4, 
1811, to May 15, 1812,^ I reflected with extreme passion from eight in 
the morning till midnight on what is contained therein. I tried to find 
the way to get through my meals as quick as possible without making 
myself sick. 

March /j.— The memory of my enjoyment during that period makes me 
find the pleasures of society flat and not worth the trouble. I see how 
much Fabio is bored, or rather how much I’d be bored if T were in his 
place, harnessed to those everlasting gaming tables. I’m able to go out 
in society as much as I wish through Z, Mme. Pallavicini, Mme. de 
Longueville, etc. I go only as much as is necessary, and even less. Last 
Sunday (after leaving Mme. Daru’s), I went to Marie’s. Her one-time 

'At this period, several times mentioned by Beyle, he was engaged in writing his 
history of Italhm painting. 
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fondnesB for me seemed to be revived, probably because my lack of 
fondness for her and my politeness makes me go through the motions 
of coquetddt behavior. For me, my passion is bntikbly obad bt thb 
sba's souMDiNO SHOBB. It's the Same for Italy and Signora Pietragrua, for 
whom I no longer have anything more than a reminiscent fondness. 
Signora Pietngrua wrote me a couple of letters, to which I replied only 
reluctantly, thinking of the joy Fd have experienced at such an oppor* 
tunity in other ^ays. 

Is this state of mental numbness a necessary result of a six-month 
struggle against disgust, unrest and danger? I^ ten years hence, a 
dismal hazard were to make me embark with some bores on a return 
from Batavia to Europe, and if our ship were continually on the verge 
of sinking in the middle of the sea, would I experience the same results 
upon my return? 

What is the quickest way of getting out of this premature old 
age? 

I don’t know the answer to all that. My laziness is such that it even 
prevents me from writing; if I had a copyist, Fd dictate. The Opera 
Bufla has little interest for me — enough to go to it, however. Wednes- 
day, at the Matritnonio, I recaptured a bit of artistic sadness, which 
soon became dulled. I experienced a hvely pleasure only during the 
duet, "Voi ne credete," because I didn’t know it by heart. 

March ry. — On Sunday, March 6 , 1 was astonished to realize that my fond- 
ness for Mme. Marie was reviving; the following Sunday, March 13 , 1 
went to see her; she lowered her eyes when she found herself alone in 
her salon. She seemed to be timid witli me. She told me she regretted 
not being at the masked ball at the same time as I: she also said she 
knew a lot of things about me. 

I think it’s my liaison with Angeline, which has lasted only two 
short years. She must have heard about it from M. Bayle, the physician, 
who must have told Mme. Le Brun about it, or else from the Comtesse 
Doligny, who learned about it from my laundress, and who must have 
told her daughter, the Baronne Curial, about it. My behavior with 
LADY Palfy must be a great problem for Mme. Doligny and faib island, 
the latter of whom showed decided signs of pettiness toward Mme. 
Gauthier in speaking of Mme. Doligny. Everything considered, he’s a 
petty man, quite the son of his father and the brother of his brother. 

Yesterday, the 14th, and the day before, the talk was of nothing but 
the fifteen Prefectures to be awarded, in which it appears that the 
Auditors will have a good share. The work was drafted last Wednesday 
and is being finished, they say, today; thus, at this minute, the Church 
is triumphfog of collapsing. 

That worried me a little, Fd be a little humiliated not to receive 
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anything; on the other hand, to be a Prefect anywhere but in the 
fourteen Italian departments would run counter to my most cherished 
wishes. 

The post of Master of Requests would suit me better, as it would 
bring me nearer that of Crown Intendant in Rome or Florence, which 
is the only thing I desire. To be a Prefect, even in Parma, wouldn't 
give me much pleasure. 

They say there are two lists, one of M. de Montalivet and the other 
of M. Daru, that the latter has proposed all the Auditors of Russia, 
half or two thirds of whom would be ridiculous as Prefects. 

Of those I know, the only ones'I see as prefecturable are Bergogni6, 
Busche, myself, Nicolai, Pastoret and possibly Cochelet, if pretensions 
replace merit. 

The three Auditors who stayed in the Medical School [at Moscow]^ 
would be three good choices. 

As for myself, Fd have preferred that there weren’t any appoint- 
ments, that they were to give four decorations, four baronies, and that 
I were to receive a decoration, even though it were a blue one, as every- 
thing indicates it would be. 

Busche gave me the first news of the Prefectures the 14th at the 
ball in Mme. . . • ’s home, and the decree is dated the 12th. 

Since the listless spell Fve been experiencing, the first two hours of 
work Fve done without looking at my watch ten times were today, 
from noon to two o’clock. I was correcting my trip to Italy in order to 
have it transcribed by M. Fougeol. 

March 79. — Ambition.— Yve just been to see Busche, who told me he was 
Prefect of the Deux-Sivres, and who showed me the letter from M. de 
Montalivet. Bergognie is Prefect of the Jura. Fm the only one left of 
those who were at the Medical School. I wasn’t overly jealous, probably 
through the hope of also having something, as Fm linked in public 
opinion with the two B.s; perhaps the cold of yesterday announces 
SOMEWHAT [something]. When we learn of an appointment, we 
promptly look to see if we’re acquainted with the lucky ones, and we 
are jealous only in proportion to this acquaintance. 

My morning was taken up with a never-ending visit from Fabio 
Pallavicini; I then went to see Melanie, whom I found with all the 
symptoms of happiness, and a sensibility alert to all the l.ttle interests 
of the moment. 

Sorrow of ambition . — ^Tonight my soul smarted a litde from the 
sorrow of not being a Prefect when my two acolytes, Busche and 
Bergogni^ are. Still, it’s possible that Fd be even more grieved if I 
'Bergogni£, Busche and Beyle. 



500 ' ' THE PKIVATB DIARIES OF STENDHAL 

saw the necessity of shutting myself up for four or five years in some 
hole like Lons-le-Saunier. 

But at the moment my soul is inactive, it would be busied by my 
appointment and the new interests of a Prefect’s post. Besides, I’d 
thus have a political rank, and I’d be assured of seeing society from the 
upper side. 

I’ve read almost a whole volume of Miss Bellamy’s Memoirs, in 
which nature is well described by several touches. I had already read 
the book and entirely forgotten it. What was responsible for a large 
part of my dudgeon tonight was to have spent three hours of my 
morning with that bore of a Fabio, in whose opinion it’s a great thing 
to be a Prefect. 

« If I haven’t got anything, it’s not through lack of merit or seniority, 
it’s because somebody wanted to dominate my pride and see how I’d 
swallow the pill. I’ll have to answer that by being gay with this person; 
when I have no further hopes of getting anything, my dudgeon will 
pass away in a couple of days.^ 

March 20 , — ^I mustn’t let myself believe a few years hence, on the strength 
of this diary, that the seventeen Prefectures which have just filed by 
without stopping meant overly much to me. I was less occupied with 
them than with a game of boston. I’d think about them in the evening 
when the theater wasn’t interesting; yesterday, for instance, at Romeo 
and Juliet [Zingarelli’s opera], which interested me sufficiently to keep 
me from leaving during the second act, like the first time. 

Still, nothing could be more ridiculous than the roulades of the third 
. act, which overloaded one of the finest and most ancient of tragic 
situations (Pyramus and Thisbe). 

What a scene is that of Juliet rising from her gravel But a single 
lamp would have been required, and yesterday there were twenty of 
them; that made the tomb pretty, like those at Saint-Denis. 

Ambition . — ^I thought yesterday that if, whereas Busche and Ber- 
gognie are Prefects, I had nothing at all, it would be extremely notice- 
able. Auditors six months before me, they had no mission in Moscow, 
or at least none tha^ was important. Mine, on the contrary, was long, 
dangerous and essential, and His Majesty was pleased with it. 

March 2/.— This morning, the amiable Fabio Pallavicini lent me Chateau- 
briand’s speech, which I read in the Cafo de Foy. 

I wish public opinion admitted only men of this caliber among the 
number of men of letters. They know the colors of style. Such a speech 
is an admission ticket. 

Once admitted, I find him mediocre, irrevocably mediocre, in that 
he’s lacking in radocination; he’s false. 

that's what happened (December 21, 1813). [Note added by Beyle.] 
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His speech develops the idea that the man of letters can no longer 
be content to weigh his diphthongs^ that he should be occupied with 
the real iiiterests of public life; but that’s precisely what Chenier did. 

Chateaubriand’s commentary on Milton is even more palpably false. 
Historically false in the first place^ and in the second place philosophy 
ically false. Supposing it were discovered tomorrow that Cervantes 
was the most odious of scoundrels, that wouldn’t remove an iota of 
Don Quixote's merit. 

Chateaubriand sins against good form by talking too much about 
himself. His praises arc enigmas^ in fine he doesn’t think. This man 
SHALL NOT OUTLIVE HIS CENTURY. Pll wagcr that in 1913 people will no 
longer be concerned with his writings. 

All the author says about ^he Frenchman, citizen by instinct and 
subject by choice, is very shabby. His history of France will at best be 
good only for women. There will be some fine pages, a form of praise 
that is a criticism in itself, in my opinion. 

Yesrerday, I dictated a few pages to fill the gaps in my tour of Italy. 
I believe a traveler who seeks amusement through writing all he*E 
read on the country he’s traveling through could write a diary of a 
hundred folio volumes. The one who limits himself to noting what he 
really has is very limited. 

This moriiing, M. Bayle prescribed beer for my chest. 

March 24. — My listlessness continues unabated. The absence of all passion 
irritated me today. I believe that my listlessness comes from my in- 
ability to conceive any boons more elevated than those I enjoy. That’s 
the character of spleen. But I’ll probably soon get over it. The un- 
certainty of my political status makes me think about it, and con- 
sequently prevents me from giving myself up to anything. I’ve just 
been to Les Noces de Dorine, which pleased me. Mme. Barilli, who 
had a cold, was graceful and charming. This morning, I went at lady 

PALFY’s, SHE WAS NOT AT HOME, BUT, SAYS HER SISTER, HAS SOMEWHAT 
TO SAY TO ME. 

March 28. — Bellamy, — I’ve just finished Miss Bellamy’s Memoirs, which 
touched me. I read them with more interest than four years ago, and, 
thanks to my men. .iry, was able to extract new sap for the knowledge 
of mankind. It would be the same with Duclos’s Mimoires, I can re- 
read books of this kind every four years, they are genui-ie mines for 
THE Mocenigo. 

Miss Edgeworth, Carmontelle and memoirs written with truth are 
the sources of talent of the Mocenigo. 

I AM LOVING MARIA because of a dream, i was with her spearing 
NATURALLY AND TENDERLY OF MY LOVE. 

As soon as I have a slight pain in the mesentery, thought returns. 
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Amtition.— At a quarter to two, I lost my hopes of being a Master of 
Requests. 

I went to see the Duchesse de . . . , who told me that, at the time of 
the Prefectures, she had spoken about me to her husband, who said, “I 
have proposed him.” 

She said, believe he would rather have a decoration and be a 
baron than leave Paris.” 

“That will l^ppen; as for being baron, the way the Emperor en- 
dows, that’s more difficult. Has he spoken to you about it?” 

“No, he hasn’t said a word to me about it.” 

The duke’s answer allows it to be understood that all will happen 
in good time. 

' This commentary is mine. 

My soul is adrift. Why? From July 23 to January 31, 1813, not the 
slightest mental pleasure. Is that the reason ? 

March 27. — I read without any sorrow today, the 27th, in Le Journal de 
Paris, the decree naming the Prefects. It’s dated the 12th and appeared 
not in the Moniteur but in the Bullettn des Lots, 

The 14th, when they were talking so much about the Prefectures, 
they had already given them out the day before. 

I dictated a few pages for my voyage in Italy, and spent the rest 
of the day with melania at Romeo. 

My listlessness continues. 

March 3/. — ^I read the letters of Boileau and Don Quixote till one 
o’clock. 

Yesterday, tht sole topic of conversation was His Majesty’s dis- 
pleasure at the comedy, LIntrigante} 

“Don’t you see, messieurs, that you are being imposed upon?” 

“This man must write no more playsl” 

“How can a Minister of Police allow such things to get by?” 

“But hasn’t Etienne got some position in the police?” 

Our institutions are too young to be exposed to the wind of jokes, 
which would uproot them. This is all right with me. But, in that case, 
there won’t be any comedy left a hundred years from now. The ab- 
surdity of the reasoning of the people at Court is of a charming 
palpability. 

I’ve just bought the last two copies of Ulntrigante at Barba’s. 

(I judge one passion by another, but it ought to be the same thing 
with ambition as with love, to which I apply the same terms.) 

All I lacked as Mocenigo was to have experienced and felt disgrace. 
Now, nothing is beking. 

^Etienne's comedy Vas badly received by the courtiers and was closed by 
Napoleon after the eleventh performance. 
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April /.—Upon seeing in the Journal de . . . that the princes had formed 
a musical society in Vienna, it occurred to me that we have a nobility 
without fortune and without noble sentiments. 

Fve just had a very amusing conversation with Melanie from seven 
to ten in the evening. I started out on the pursuit of ideas. She under- 
stood me, the pleasure of showing and demonstrating certain things 
to her made me see many things I already knew and discover several 
corollaries. 

From there to the Caf^ de Foy, and I came back to read Don Quixote. 
Wrote a second letter to Faure on my listlessness. 

^jSunday the There's no doubt* about it, I haven't the 

time or the desire to cultivate society. Out of gratitude, I have to see 
M.*and Mme. Daru, who have been good to me and to whom I am 
indebted for the tranquil position I am enjoying. They say that M. 
Daru is going to be a duke. 

Fve greatly neglected the Comtesse Doligny, a woman for whom I 
have unbounded esteem and even fondness, which would have dc- 
. generated into love if she hadn’t praised me so much. She has just 
reproached me my negligence in a little note; I must be sure to tell 
her tonight that I don’t go to see anyone else more than I do her. 
April 6.— I sta* cd at Mme. Doligny’s too long yesterday. 

This morning, 1 was thinking distinctly about Mocenigo in bed. 
“Fll be lucky,” I told myself, ”if Fm not interrupted by a thousand 
little annoyances.” It didn’t fail. I only returned at half-past twelve, 
very distracted, after seeing M. Cardon and M. Labiche. 

Ambition. — ^Yesterday, the Moniteur contained the declaration of 
war.* 

Ought I to participate in the campaign? 

I don’t think so. Fm too bored by the applications and visits that 
have to be made every evening in silk stockings. Consequently, the 
only thing Fd have to recommend me is my service record. This year, 
my mission frofn Moscow to Borisov, and what M. Daru said to me at 
B6br seemed to promise me more advantages than the others. Quite 
the opposite. 

Consequently, it would be better to spend a quiet year in Paris, 
with a little trip to Switzerland or Italy if I can, and lOt to spend 
six thousand francs uselessly to have a disagreeable time. 

All this is true, possibly a little dudgeon makes me inclined to stay 
here. Were I to feel any taste for leaving, the excellent reason of doing 
what might be pleasing would make me leave. 

April j.—LUfiessness.~-^t\\t> pain on the left side of my abdomen, mel- 
*With Prussia. 
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ancholy and my blunt manner with anyone who interrupts me returned 
all together a bit today, and my listlessness disappeared. 

I didn’t permit this pleasant sadness to evaporate by going to see 
Melanie, as I was tempted to do. I came home, where I wrote a note 
that was true and drawn from my personal observations on French 
boredom and Italian melancholy. 

Perhaps my present calm comes from the diarrhea, more or less 
violent, which hasn’t left me since I crossed the Berezina (about March 
12, 1812) on the way to join His Majesty. 

April 9. — ^Today, the 9th, summer heat. I enjoyed Don Quixote. 

I haven’t had any amorous inclination for the past ten days. 

April II . — ^In the evening, to M. Daru’s, who told me, “M. Beyle is in 
ORDINARY SERVICE, I’m forewarning him.” — thank you, sir.” Said not 
with gaiety but as reckoning with my self-esteem, two self-esteems 
reckoning together. 

I don’t give a damn about my misfortunes of ambition. After dis- 
tinguishing myself more than anyone else, here I am at the end of the 
line, like the captain of Louis XIV’s turkey cocks. 

April 75. — ^The 13th at eleven o’clock Miss Fanny said to me amorevol- 
mente [amorously] and with a manner truly Moecnigo, “you shall 
DEPART soon, milady Daru is telling you in advance so that you can see 
if the great father' can’t furnish you an excuse for not leaving.” 

Today, the 15th, I’ve just learned the details. 

The marshal [Daru], the 13th at half-past ten in the evening, return- 
ing from SaintjCloud and arguing about the arrangements for the 
carriages with his niece, said during dinner; 

“Messrs. So-and-so in such a carriage, I alone in my calash . . . I’m 
tempted to take Beyle with me.” 

“What I Beyle? Is he going? I believe he’ll be very surprised . . 

“Yes. He’ll receive his order tomorrow.” 

“ . . . Especially after the way he was rewarded.” 

“You have to do your duty.” 

At two o’clock today, I haven’t yet received any order. 

Never has an event so depressed me. I’m going to become barbarous 
and blunt for the arts. I believe that what so chilled me was the com- 
pulsory company of such coarse souls. I’m going to say when I get 
there that I can’t mount a horse because of my bladder. 

His Majesty left the 15th at.one o’clock in the morning, the marshal 
the 14th at five oMock in the morning. He’s stopping for his meals, 
and will be overtaken by His Majesty. 

'Dr. Henri Gagnon, Beyle's grandfather, who was in bad health and who died a 
few months later. 
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Yet rd be unhappier if I had been appointed Sub-Prefect in any 
town other than Rome or Florence. 

April /p. — Fm leaving with Biliotti April 19, 1813, for Mainz, furious. 
Fflix’s vain and petty counsel. 

I received from the government 700 + 2,222 fr. 50 = 2,922 fr. 50.* 

From letter to Pauline, St. Avoid, April 21, — ^I*ve never felt so depressed. 
Fm^ again going to see men and things of a kind with which Fm more 
than fed up. My departure appeared rather strange to everybody. 
Everybody was sorry for me — but will forget all about that in a couple 
of weeks. The result of my absence in Russia, which lasted 7 months, 
was that I was already a bit forgotten. This one, coming after a stay of 
2J4 months in Paris, will further increase my foreignness for my ac- 
quaintances. Fve written to Z that I desire to be employed in Rome 
or Florence. Fm traveling with the most asinine and the coarsest of 
men. I read; he questions me incessantly in a loud voice, asking me 
the names of all the hovels we pass. For example, at St. Menehould 
he asked me who that house belonged to — pointing at a building in the 
town. That is the kind of animal Fm delivered up to for 6 or S 
months. 

From letter to Pauline, Erfurt, April 29.— Fve come here in spite of my- 
self, but Fm less discontented than I would have thought. In order to 
derive a little memory and usefulness in the art of knowing mankind 
from my year 1813, my primary desire is still to retire to Italy, hi 
from the dolts and the blunt-minded who people the world. France 
was a charming country from 1715 to 1789. Since then, there’s been no 
more society; and naturalness, lively but without feeling, appears in 
all its insipidity. Fm counting (as much as you can count on the weak- 
ness of interest) on this campaign to win me the Intendance at 
Florence, which is worth 20,000 francs a year, and which Fd prefer 
from the standpoint of agreeableness to a Prefecture — to which, by all 
the proprieties, Fm entitled. 

Diary u/ritten at Bautzen May 21, 181^, during cannon fire. — Coming out 
of Dresden at half-past two, I encountered the King face to face. Agree- 
able countryside along the Elbe, then a sandy forest, finally the most 
beautiful hills I have ever seen, to the right of the road. 

At a quarter past ten in the evening of the i8th, we arrived at the 
bivouac. My dislike of coming in contact with petty soiils made me 
prefer to remain alone in the marshal’s calash rather than having to 
resort to scheming in order to get supper and a fire. I consequently 
supped on a piece of bread and a little wine. At a quarter past four, 

^I’ve reread this diary, and have found it very good, only too badly written, 
described, December ax, 18x3, after reading Shakespeare’s Timon of Athens. 
[Note added by Beyle.] 
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I was sound asleep on the bed I’d had prepared for me; Marvolain 
woke me up very decently to give me an excellent bouillon. I dis- 
covered that there was an enchanting landscape in back of our bivouac, 
worthy of Claude Lorrain; formed by several planutions of trees in 
different shades of green growing on a hillside. The first plantation was 
formed of the most agreeable trees, distributed in irregular groups over 
a prairie. 

We left at eleven o’clock the 19th, admiring the charming hills to 
the right of the road; reading some elegant extracts, I noted in pencil 
that it was a beautiful day of Beylism, such as I had pictured it, and 
accurately enough, in 1806. 

I was comfortably installed and free from all care in an excellent 
Calash, traveling in the midst of all the complicated movements of an 
army of a hundred and forty thousand men driving another army of a 
hundred and sixty thousand men, with the accompaniment of Cossacks 
at our rear. Unfortunately, I thought of what Beaumarchais *so well 
said. ’In every sort of property, possession is nothing, enjoyment is 
everything.” Fm no longer enthusiastic about that kind of observation. 
I’m drunk on them, if I may be allowed the expression. It’s the case 
of a man who has indulged in too much punch» and is obliged to throw 
up; he’s disgusted with it for life. The insides of souls I saw during 
the retreat from Moscow disgusted me forever with observing coarse 
beings, the sword-wielders who make up an army. 

We passed through Bischofswerda, a little town burned to the 
ground. The only thing I noticed was that in 1555 the insignia of the 
jailors was an o'pen pair of shears, like today. Exactly everything was 
burned. The chimneys rising above the walls of the houses reminded 
me of Moscow. Here, the industriousness of the inhabitants had already 
been manifested: the poor devils had placed some bricks in such a 
way as to stop up the doors and windows of their houses, which had 
been completely destroyed by fire. I didn’t see the purpose of this 
work, but it gave me a feeling of pity; that was likewise the feeling 
inspired in an old quartermaster of the gendarmerie in our escort, who 
said after a long siluice, ”It’s too bad about this little town.” 

At seven o’clock May 19, we arrived at the bivouac before Bautzen. 
For two hours, I’d been hearing heavy firing on the left; it appears to 
have been one of General Bertrand’s divisions, taken a bit by surprise 
by the enemy. 

The 2oth, at two in the morning, a false alarm. At eleven, we dis- 
played a goodish Amount of bravery by going three times to our sentry 
boxes under the fire from the town, which was a third of the cannon’s 
range and might have blown us to bits. 

We went as far aa a little moutid covered with blocks of granite; 
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to our right, we saw die sentry boxes quite near, and we were retiring 
after a quarter of an hour of conversation with our post, when we saw 
a great cavalry movement and His Majesty behind us on the left— and 
that the post was folding its' cloaks. We returned; everything was being 
put in readiness for battle: the troops filed to the left, following the 
movements of the Emperor, and to the right toward the wooded hills. 

I had a world of difficulty to persuade those petty souls to come to 
watch the batde. We could clearly distinguish Bautzen from the top 
of the slope opposite which it is situated. From noon until three o’clock, 
we had an excellent view of all that can be seen of a battle — ^i.e., 
nothing at all. The pleasure consiks in being somewhat thrilled by the 
certainly that something is taking place before you that is known to 
be terrible. The majestic sound of the cannon fire is, in a large measure, 
responsible for this effea. It is in complete harmony with the impres- 
sion. If the cannon produced the shrill sound of a whistle, I don’t be- 
lieve it would arouse so much emotion. I realize quite well that the 
sound of a whistle would become terrible, but it would never be as 
fine a one as that of the cannon. 

At this battle, I found my companion of that of the Moskva, M. 
Edouard. This battle was for the passage of a river, the Spree, not very 
wide but with very steep banks. I imagine that the passage cost two 
thousand five hundred dead and four thousand five hundred wounded. 
We saw especially well the action between the town and the hills, 
where Marshals MacDonald and Oudinot were at the head of the 
Russians, who resisted with great perseverance. I distinguished espe- 
cially well the rifle fire of the infantry skirmishers below the brick- 
works. We were taken by surprise by a volley, and driven into a cabin 
of branches and straw. During this time, a lively fusillade started up in 
a little village close to us. 

We found all our carriages in movement; a fool of a baggagemaster 
made them go around in a meandering circuit. 

Edouard’s explanations of how to return opposite Bautzen: from 
there we had a good view of the battle. The spectators saw a whole 
kt with their imaginations. They recounted all the movements made 
by a battalion that had changed its position, form, etc. I let them go 
ahead and talk. A fourth arrival, to whom they talked about their 
battalion, asked them in all seriousness if it were not a hedge rather 
than a battalion. The only things that could be seen d;..dnctly were 
the cannon shots; the more or less sustained fire of a fusillade could be 
heard. We were to the left of the town . . . 
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Fragment of the Diary of the 1813 Campaign 
(in the original) 

Intendancy at Sagan, June 7, 1813 


June 6. — ^The day I was appointed Intendant of Sagan started with a 
spill half an hour after midnight a rifleshot away from the Liegnitz 
gate through the stupidity of the postilion, for whom it seems to me 
that the word dull was especially created. He made me understand the 
meaning of the dull cold ear of the death. 

About two o’clock, while everyone was buzzing around M. Daru in 
the room where he was working, he said good-naturedly: 

“Let’s see now, who’d like to be Intendant?” 

A circle was formed. I was reading behind the others purposely, 
having a vague hope of not being chosen and of going to spend ten or 
twelve days of the fifty that the armistice still has to run at Venice. 
As nobody answered, M. Daru added, “Come on now, who are the 
ones of the ist class?” 

They were designated by a buzzing of voices. He added, impatient 
at not receiving a reply and at seeing a group of fools spellbound at 
the sight of the decisions of their goddess. Ambition, “Who’s the 
senior?” 

They counted off slowly. M. Lafon said a few words. 

“Ah, I know quite well that you’re the senior. Well then, there’s 
nothing else to do than to put M. Lafon at Glogau, M. Beyle at 
Sagan and M. Pastoret at Sprottau.” 

The count magistrate [perhaps Pastoret] started off from this point 
to indulge in a thousand pettinesses of soul; he said he wanted to write 
an epic poem; next he asked me if I had an English novel that he 
could translate. He smirked, became red as a lobster, ended up by 
writing M. Daru, who ended up by telling him with the politeness he 
considers due his father, “I have received your letter, but I haven’t 
read it; what do you want?” 

“To be employed in active service.” 

“But what could be more active than an Intendancy? I realize quite 
well that these aren’t important ones, but they are the only ones open, 
and anyway they^will last only through the armistice.” 

He started in again half an hour later, Daru sticking to his un- 
answerable -argument; seeing the other’s inadequate reasons, he was 
about to get mad when, thinking#of his father, he ended up by saying 
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to him, “See whether my letter to the prince has left, I’ll change the 
name.” 

The count magistrate went to find out; a quarter of an hour later, 
“It’s gone.” I was observing this scene, which showed clearly enough 
the extreme pusillanimity and pettiness of soul which I believed myself 
entitled to attribute to the before-mentioned count magistrate, when 
the marshal inhumanly sent me to write a letter. Half an hour later, 
de Coctlogon came in to tell me that he had the Intendancy of 
Sprottau. I asked Pastoret with, a courtier’s pretended innocence what 
he was trying to get anyway. answered in an affected voice that 
La Moussaye was bringing him some packages with orders to give 
them to no one but him. Although he is a man with a sensibility taken 
from the novels of Mme. de Genlis, with badges, devices, a wisp of 
beard on his chin and other trivialities. I’m inclined to believe these 
packages are some work of the variety of UEsprit des Lois. I believed 
I made out through his singsong phrases that he was seeking, by con- 
tinuing to cohabitate with the marshal, to become his man, his favorite, 
his factotum, all that myself might have been with a man of a different 
character. 

I’m writing this at Liiben, worn out by thinking. Unfortunately, 
this day, wb' .-h lias been remarkable for the multitude of new thoughts, 
has been spent traveling in a calash. I believe it’s the fruit of happiness, 
I left the Court to get my heart’s enjoyment anew in my cherished 
liberty. Same effect at Moscow October 17. I stop writing, utterly 
worn out. 

June 10. — Arrived at Sagan about four o’clock. I got out at the burge- 
mcister’s; from there to the Landrath’s, where, having nothing to 
do, I skimmed through Sismondi — paying more attention, however, to 
my situation and to the nest I expected to build for myself than to the 
literature of the South. 

Sagan, June 19. — This morning I recalled that fine phrase of Cimarosa, 
‘*Scioltezza, amico, scioltezza, amico [Flexibility, friend; flexibility, 
friend].” I wrote to M. Daru: 

Monseigneur, 

One of my colleagues assured me that, upon receiving a letter from 
Martial at Liegnitz, you said he was bored in Rome and would not 
remain there much longer. I am inclined to doubt the second part of 
the story. Would Your Excellency find it out of place if I were to re- 
mind him that I regard an Intendancy in Italy as the most suitable 
position I could obtain, as far as my happiness is concerned? I am 
practically certain of capably carrying out the duties of such a position; 
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at the same time, it is the least exorbitant request that L could make, 
and the logical promotion from my posiuon as Inspector. Your Ex- 
cellency is aware that any slight merits which are not rewarded im- 
mediately after a campaign are soon forgotten. In two years, it will 
be an obsolete honor to have taken part in the Moscow campaign. 
Consequently, it seems of capital importance for me to be proposal for 
the first vacancy in Rome or Fbrence. M. de Joly, of Paris, is arranging 
for me to be deated a baron. I am thirty-one years old. Were I to be 
sent to luly, I should desire nothing further, not even the Prefecture 
of Rouen. 

1 am, with respect and gratitude, . . . 

Beyle.* 

June 20.— Dinner at the general's, who, being sick, didn’t come to table. 
I worked like a fool from nine to five, and didn't take advantage of 
• the fine day, the promenade and the Sabbath. All the others have 
women (whores, it’s true). I'm the only one to be alone. That irks me, 
but the delicacy which perhaps makes me sympathize $tnth my adverse 
party prevents me to have perhaps the sister of my . . . 

June 21. — I’ve just borrowed a fine piano, which has been placed in my 
litde bedroom, and a Monseiur . . . , piano teacher, has played the 
music of Mozart for an hour. Several of the pieces gave me a delight- 
ful pleasure, others bored me. Good executants are bad music priests; 
they spoil the music by, for instance, playing only fragments of sonatas. 

The real German is a tall blond man with an indolent appearance. 
Events depicted by the imagination and capable of making a touching 
impression, with a blend of nobleness produced by the rank of the 
personalities involved, are his heart’s real grazing ground, like this 
title which I’ve just come across: “Six Favorite Waltzes of the Empress 
of France Marie-Louise, played by the Imperial Guard upon her 
Entry into Strasbourg.’’ 

When music gives a German pleasure, the natural pantomime for 
him would be to become even more immobile. Instead of that, he tries 
to ape the Italian, I believe; his impulsive motions, made extremely 
quickly, look like an ordered exercise, and are very ridiculous. (He 
tries to be graceful, and what he does for that reason makes him dis- 
pleasing, on the contrary.) 

The German hasn’t any modesty in his tender emotions. 

‘Following is Daru’s reply, which Beyle copied in the manuscript of his diary: 
"Letter of the colonel: 'I have received, my dear Beyle, your long letters and 
your litde note. I thank you for the one and the other. 1 should indeed like to 
tee the person of whom you speak change hit position, but it it not possible that 
I might have.sdid that he is bored in his present position. However Aat may be, 
were there the occasion, I should with great pleasure place you as a candidate to 
be his successor,’ “ 
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June a8.— (Returning from sending of! two deuchments for the purpose 
of transporting some grain.) 

The proprieties are, like the laws, drawn up by mediocre people 
for mediocre people. He who is an honest man only in that he abides 
by the law, just in order not to be hanged, is scarcely honest. He who 
does nothing but abide by the proprieties is scarcely distinguished. 

But it*8 not forbidden to. go farther than the law, and the public 
won’t permit you to go farther than the proprieties. All the intercourse 
of Parisian men with incomes over 20,000 francs is imprisoned in this 
mediocre law of the proprieties, a law that’s essentially inimical to all 
originality, to all talent. See Henri IV’s letter on the first attempt to 
assassinate him. The civil law has been in the process of formation 
for a long time, a few thinkers have occasionally given it some pushes 
toward perfection. The law of the proprieties is of more recent date, 
and it’s to be noted that society’s narrowest minds are its arbiters. 
Any man who has a little wit is called an original, or eccentric, and 
this deprives him of all jurisdiction over the proprieties. Since this 
law has prevailed, the originality of a man has been able to manifest 
itself only in trifles that have not been foreseen by the proprieties, 

Misson’s Voyage is worth reading for several reasons, and I believe 
that, even fo' someone who’s indiflFerent to the subject, it is agreeable. 
He’s a man of good sense and a sagacity that makes him far superior 
to the mob of conceited asses who’ve written travel books on Italy. 

Were I a great lord. I’d strike out half of Misson’s text, and I’d 
publish a travel book in which, in the chapter on Naples, for insunce, 
would be found: i. what Misson has said about it; 2. the amiable de 
Brosses; 3. Duclos; 4. a few extracts from Swinburne and Lalande; 
5. a few words from Arthur Young and Sismondi. In this way I’d have, 
at little expense, an excellent travel book. If I wanted to take the 
trouble to extract a hundred pages of Lanzi on the eight or ten great 
painters and their works in each city, the work would be nearly com- 
pleted. This book should br undertaken by some compiler like Dentu 
or Guizot.^ But intelligence is required for the choice of ideas. They’d 
eliminate, as going against the proprieties • . . (I’ve broken of! here to 
give the order to remove eight missions from Eckersdorf, Petersdor^ 
etc.) 

A travel diary should be full of sensations, a guidebo< k devoid of 
them. The latter should say: At St. Peter’s* in Montorto, see Guido 
Reni’s Assumption, painted in 1553 and purchased for thirty-eight sous 
from the painter, who was then thirty-seven years old. 

'Beyle, who had been contemplating a travel book on Italy since x8ti, eventually 
wrote a book himself which somewhat resembles this description — Jiome, Naples 
ft Florence^ 
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The mixture of sensation with information is detestable and greatly 
diminishes the pleasure of the voyager, who finds himself in the 
presence of what another man has felt, instead of being given over to 
his own feeling. 

July i.—Misson's Voyage,— \i I wrote as they write today, Fd say that it*s 
curious to observe the manners and morals in the midst of which the 
great artists of the sixteenth century made their appearance. 

Misson shows that in 1688 the manners and morals regarding 
women’s external conduct were far different from what they are 
today. 

July 20.— 1 believe in 1813 at Sagan that we were too severe toward 
Cabanis.^ What should have been seen in his book was observations 
and not assertions. Can you deny to an astronomer that a comet ob- 
served by him described such-and-such a movement? He says he’s 
seen it. He doesn’t know the cause of the movement. Cabanis doesn’t 
prove that a man with a yellow complexion necessarily has what we 
call a bilious moral character, he simply says he’s seen it. It’s up to us 
to look at the thing if we wish. 

Sagan, July 20, 1813, with a fever, reading Roland’s letters on Italy ' 
and drinking an extract of aquatic herbs. 

July 23, — Anniversary of my departure for Russia. I’m writing this at 
precisely a quarter past eight in the evening. First day of definite 
cessation of the fever. It’s the second spell that lacks. They were very 
painful, with delirium. I began to feel sick July 6. 

What a year the past one has been! The only things lacking were 
an Intendancy and an illness. 

The count magistrate gives me some hope that His Excellency will 
allow me to go to Dresden. I’ve been replaced here, but only until I 
recover my health, by M. Bouquillard. 

I arrived in Dresden July 28. In the evening, a hellish spell of fever. 
Two or three others like it. Afterward, M. Lherminier reduced them 
to ten hours, of which one was spent with a violent headache, the others 
in a very abundan*. sweat. 

August 13 , 1 had a mission for Frankfurt in regard to a letter writ- 
ten the I2th, after the denunciation of the armistice. 

The 13th, at eleven o’clock at night, I was sweating profusely in 
bed when permission arrived for me to go to Paris. That kept me 
awake for two hours. 

I have or am owed 6,000 francs, and my return trip will be paid. 

Great feebleness, the fever persists; M. Lherminier says I must wait 

*This passage, which is really a note for his future book, refers to Beyle's studies 
with Croaet in I^ris two years earlier. 
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until I completely recover my strength, that if I could take six grains 
of quinine at intervals my fever would be cut. 

Arrived in Paris August 20, 1813, with 1,000 francs in gold and 
thirty-one napoleons. Whipped up the horses from a little before Metz 
as far as Verdun, more or less. 


Brief Outline of My Tour of Italy in 1813 


September 7. — finally arrived in Milan on September 7, 1813, which was 
this morning, at half-past ten. Our cabriolet, which was as brittle as 
glass, lost a shaft in the midst of a teeming rainstorm at eight o’clock 
last night, near Castellanza. 

I believe the voyage has been good for me, but I’m still weak, espe- 
cially "^hen I’m excited. I was so much so at the Caffe Nuova that I 
spilled a cup of coffee alia panera on my fine new cashmere trouserS! 

At ten o’clock this morning, when we saw the Duomo of Milan, I 
reflected that my trips to Italy caused me to become more original, 
more myse\,. I m learning to seek happiness with more intelligence. 

All the characteristics of the Italians I meet are pleasing to me; 1 . 1 
believe, because I see the man who feels and not the man who cal- 
culates the interests of his vanity. 

2. Because these people are different from the ones whom the in- 
terests OF Moccnigo have forced me to dissect. For instance, the manner 
in which the woman selling bread at Isella requested the customs agent 
to take care of her little girl. Nothing flattering for the vanity of the 
customs agent, nothing noble, merely a benevolent smile and the ardor 
which the people of this land place in the things that are dictated by 
their heart. 

That explains their indifference to everything foreign to the interests 
of their passion. The sincere good nature, far nobler than he suspected, 
of our host at Cast*’llanza last night as he advised me about how to get 
our cabriolet repaired and to reach Milan. 

I learned at M. Marchant’s that fairisland [Louis Pepir dc Belleisle] 
left eight days ago; through the same weakness that makes me lose 
time reading a collection of worthless anecdotes instead of working 
on something useful, I was annoyed at first by this news. I’d have had a 
good countenance going through the streets with that handsome young 
melancholy and noble Frenchman. But his conversation would have 
chilled me, and I’d certainly have been less myself. 
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I’m too weak to keep on chattering, I’m going to lie down on my 
couch. 

September We made the rounds of all the theaters. I strained my 
eyes trying to discover who the people were in the loges of the Scala, 
especially in the 3rd in the and tier on the right.^ 

September 9.— I’ve come back from the Brera and the Villa Bonaparte. 
I cast a lifeless eye’ on the beautiful paintings in which I used to see 
so many thin^. I was extremely dejected. It was, I believe, a tottch of 
illness, but it’s all right because Tve lost my sight before on days 
when I had a spell of fever. 

Upon my return, the greatest joy at a quarter co two because of 
the attached note, when I was trembling for fear that I’d find her 
completely estranged from me. 

I arrived at Monza the 9th. About half-past four, her window was 
open. I saw it from the portion of the avenue that passes near the 
Antonelli house, where she’s staying. Happiness is spoiled by de- 
scribing it. 

I learned of the death of Turcotti, of her brother. I already 
suspected that of the amiable Widmann. I wrote to F^lix about my 
feelings on learning of these deaths. 

Grands Dieux, Ajax est mart et T her sue respire I 

Widmann had the character that was the most after my own heart; 
such a man dies — a generous man, gaiety itself — while so many dull 
wretches still qxad upon the streets of Cularo [Grenoble] I 

I returned to sleep at the posthouse, where I was comfortably put 
up; you dine quite passably there. 

September ro.— I went to see her at half-past nine, which, in considera- 
tion of the proprieties, was a bit early. What would be required here 
are some Latin verses or some allusion to antiquity to draw a veil, in 
the manner of Montesquieu, over eight hours which sped away in sweet 
conversation. 

I left for Milan. The ten miles in a few minutes less than an hour 
and a half (for 14 lir. mUanesi; ne dono quindici [14 Milanese lire; I 
gave fifteen]). In the evening, I was upset a little by fever, the result 
of imprudence. 

September ii.—Sono felice [I’m happy]. I stopped at No. 909. At three 
o’clock, she hadn’t yet arrived. I changed my room at Marchant’s. I 

This was Angelina Pietragrua’t loge. 

^September 23, I saw them again with my soul of other days. Domenichino’s 
beautiful painting, which occupies the space where Guido Reni’s St. Peter used 
to be hung, brought tears to my eyes, etc I bought Mengs. [Note added by 
Beyle.] 
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read the bulletins of the batdes of Dresden. I bought the comedies of 
Machiavelli and the life of Aretino. Comtesse Simonetta [Angelina 
Pictragrua] spoke to me a great deal about the Monbelli family; I hope 
to be able to see them with her. I believe that Signor Fossati is jealous: 
she ulks too much about me and to me; but what excellent defectti 
They come from an excess of naturalness. 

September / 5 .— I haven^t written in the past four days because to de- 
scribe happiness diminishes it. Yet, if I’m going to be truthful, I must 
say that I’m not experiencing the intoxication I had in i8ii. My health, 
which is getting better, has been too weak, and besides novelty and ten 
years of absence are lacking. But I’ve reached, it seems to me, that 
second period of love where there is more intimacy, confidence and 
naturalness. 

This evening, as I am due to go four days without seeing her, I 
realized that all I lacked to be happy was a little work. 

I set about seeking some. I haven’t got the green notebooks, so I 
wpn’t work to the history of p[ainting]. Moreover, bene dicendi 
saprrc est fans. That Latin ought to mean that, in order to v/rite well, 
you should begin by knowing well. A fortnight’s preparation would i>e 
necessary.^ I’m not able to do any sustained work for so long. I’m not 
capable of sufficiently impassioned attention to take up LetelUer. I 
ought to distrust the excuses I make to myself for not putting a hand 
to the trowel. Yet I believe I’m right this time. This winter in Paris, 
I’ll work, I hope; but here it seems to me it would be difficult. I’m 
probably the opposite of J.-J. Rousseau in many things, and especially 
in that I can only work when I’m far from the sensation. It’s not while 
strolling through a delightful forest that I’m able to describe this 
happiness; it’s shut up in a bare room, where there’s nothing to dis- 
tract my attention, that I’m able to accomplish something. 

But here I’m on the. batdefield. I haven’t had to fight any battles, 
but at bottom that changes nothing. So much the worse for me if I’m 
four days away from her; that’s one disadvantage of the situation, 
but, since it doesn’t change its nature. I’m unable to work. 

Remains reading, as well as to write out my observations on Italian 
manners and morals, a thing enurely different from writing my life. 
No book makes me enthusiastic, and it’s only in this happy state that 
I read with profit, with an increase of my store of ideas, or rather the 
rectification of my ideas, and draw ever nearer the tiuth. For me, 
the latter (in the knowledge of mankind) is like a painting covered 
by a coat of whitewash; some of the whitewash continually peels of! 
and I draw nearer the desired truth. 

was wrong; I should have worked on UHistoire deia Peinture. A litde work 
was all that 1 lacked for my happiness in 1813. [Note added by Beyle.] 
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September 14. — Seven or eight major facts confirm me in the opinion that 
this land is that of the arts. At Paris, the people are eunuchs who in 
several art varieties don't create or won't let others create, for instance, 
the ballet like that of Vigano. 

September 16. — Trip to Como. — I can’t see the Comtesse Simonetta again 
before Monday at five o’clock; to leave Milan solely in order to be at 
Monza would have been even more suspect. I considered that it was 
much more natural to come to spend four days at Como, and, on the 
return trip, passing near Monza, to stop off there as long as prudence, 
or rather love, permitted. 

I therefore took a little vetturino; in the vehicle was a pretty grisette 
of Como, snub-nosed, nice little breast, sixteen years old, already a bit 
of bile and passion; — in short, a good Milanese; — but also a big lackey 
in the service of the gran capitano Pino. This latter individual made me 
a bit ashamed because of his livery, although I should have been glad, 
as it was a rare opportunity to study the Milanese lackey. Without once 
looking at him, I found in him naturalness, natural graciousness and 
boredom coming from not having anything to do during the five weeks 
the fat captain had been away, a circumstance with which he was over- 
joyed. Lavoro a letto [I work in bed], those were his words. 

September 77.— This trip to Como, with boat rides on the lake all day and 
the little Monbellis in the evening, has been charming. That and my 
excursion to Monticello, for the pleasure given by the view of beauty; 
for sentiment, the walk at Monza in the huntsman’s garden; for 
strangeness, the view of Venice from the top of the column of San 
Marco, the moonlight at the extremity of the gardens at the end of the 
Riva dei Schiavoni. 

Monza, September 2/.— ^Anniversary, at almost the same hour.^ A little 
feverish sweating, which didn’t put me in bad humor, announced the 
return of my soul. 

Her tears in the cemetery as we walked around the little Pellegrini 
temple. Nothing is lacking in her. 

I see on my suspenders^ that it was September 21, 1811, at half-past 
eleven in the morning. 

September 2j. — Coming out of the Brera. — Is it your business to live or to 
describe your life? 

You should keep a diary only to the extent that doing that might 
aid you to live da grande [nobly]. 

Fve lost the habit of an attention that is strong and cfxtreme, because 

^ this date Angelina Pietragrua became his mistress. See entry of September 
21, 1811. 

Characteristically, Beyle had written the date and hour on his suspenders. 
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I usually think only of the things that I hold in contempt, that I find 
unimportant. 

September 24. — Nosce te ipsum. — ^The thing that will fail me the first 
when I get old will -be my memory. The following passage from 
Cabanis is a strictly accurate description of what takes place in me. My 
attention is poured out over a subject and then flows off elsewhere. In 
Dresden, in spite of myself, my attention was too distraught to observe 
carefully the pictures of Correggio and Mengs. As my attention is again 
beginning to flood the soil of painting here, I now see what I lacked 
when I found myself in front of these great works. 

To be all worked up over something and then to forget it completely, 
that’s my history, nel comporre [when I’m composing]. Fm a stranger 
for THE HISTORY OF THE WAR OF THE SECESSION,^ for which I was cnthusi- 
astic at Richmond, and in which I saw such great things. 

The nonum prematur in annum. has no meaning for me. After nine 
years, Fd hardly undersund my work. 

'My lack of memory for what is history and isn’t related to my sub- 
ject is incredible, almost alarming. I can read the same book of history 
every two years with the same pleasure. Experienced at Liegnitz with 
Duclos’s Memoires. The only part I skipped as boring, because it was 
too well k;iown, was the section on the speculation in the Rue Quin- 
campoix. 

These things being set down and deeply felt by me, here is the pas- 
sage from Cabanis: 

“It should* be remarked that the sensibility behaves in the same 
manner as a fluid of which the total quantity is determined and which, 
whenever it is poured more abundantly into one channel, is proportion- 
ately diminished in the others.” 

(Rapports du Physique, etc. Histoire des Sensations, Quoted in No. 
259 of the Moniteur of 1813.) 

I left her at Monza on the evening of the 21st. Fm working because 
Fm far from her. Fm working on painting, but I think Fll work a lot 
in Paris this winter, and, I hope, on Letellier. 

Extreme concentration of attention on a subject shows only passion, 
and not genius. Look at Thomas, who, according to Herault de 
Sechelles, used to ask his horse how it had passed the night. 

On the plan of my voyage, — I would be surer of driving out the 
inane ideas of the army and of kindling sufficient fire to work well in 
Paris this winter if I went to Rome or Naples. But these places will 
always be accessible, and will I always have a woman as superior and 
remarkable as the Comtesse Simonetta ? 

historical work that Beyle composed, or more properly copied, at Brunswick 
when he was hoping to be sent to Spain. 

5 * 
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In the second place, will I find the sweetness of intimacy wkh a per- 
son who is at least my equal? 

I speak of this intimacy only in relation to the grandeur. 

Another reason: it’s probable that I’ll be appointed in Rome or in 
Florence. Another facility to see these countries. 

September 35.— All that is quite true, but the fact remains that I’m bored, 
and I shudder to think that it’s already the 25th of September. I haven’t 
enough time to find myself an occupation, a taste. I’m in the painful 
position of a man who is waiting for something. She promised me to 
write so I could go to see her about the middle of M. le Comte Simo- 
netta’s stay. He was due to arrive at Monza on the morning of the 22nd; 
consequently, I might have gone there the 23th. I’ve received nothing. 

I’ve just spent an hour and a half at the Brera. The painting by 
Domenichino that comes from the Bolognesi church in Rome domi- 
nates all the others; it’s Diana in the midst of her nymphs. 

This excellent comparison, which is quite accurate, remained in my 
mind after hearing an improvvisatore last night at the Scala (Signor 
Gianini) ; a sonnet on the privations of poets wasn’t at all bad. What a 
language this one is, in which verses can be composed that don’t pro- 
duce an execrable sensation as soon as they ar6 declaimed I 

Always naturalness and lack of savoir vivre in the spectators. The 
one whom, from his eyes and ardent appearance (a man of fifty), I had 
taken for a poet, who answered the improvvisatore by improvising 
himself. But it seems that he’s getting too dull and common, and the 
audience disapproves of this. 

This form of amusement has been spoiled by the police, who have 
forbidden a topic to be shouted out from the center of the platea [pit]. 
The improvvisatore now chooses from several topics suggested in writ- 
ing at the entrance. It may be assumed that there’s some preparation. 
Real improvision used to be practiced when, in the Piazza del Duomo, 
someone would wrap a 30-sou piece in a bit of paper on which I sup- 
pose were written these words: La tomba d'Al fieri scolpita da Canova, 
and the improvvisatore would sing. 

Yesterday, rhymes were suggested from the sonnet on fama and the 
one on la tomba d*Alfieri, all the commonplaces of Italian rhymes, the 
abuse of a beautiful language, spoiled, profaned by asses. Thus, rim- 
bomba, tomba, etc. 

The sonnet was too inane. This extemporaneous poetry is like paint- 
ing done in the noanner of Luca Giordano. Besides, Signor Gianini is 
lacking in wit. His farewell to the City of Milan lacked it altogether; 
a few slightly pointed praises of some Milanese and their sojourn 
would have given extreme pleasure. 
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IZfi/r.— The level of a passion mustn’t be judged by the summits of a 
mountain. 

One experiences a moment of ardor or tender emotion, and oi^e 
consequently says to oneself, “I have such-and-such a passion." **No, 
monsieur, you must look at yourself in a moment of indifference, in the 
ordinary course of your life.” 

All this in connection with a few pleasant hours I spent in reading 
Mengs. It was quite otherwise in 1812. At that time, I shouldn’t have 
been bored during the periods after dinner. 

Base. — It*s absolutely necessary for my happiness that I be alone in 
the morning, and in company immediately after dinner, until ten 
o’clock at least. 

I find nothing better to say about my liaison with the Comtesse 
Simonetta than this reflection of Duclos: “In the long run, only a mmd 
serves to nourish a mind; left to itself, it does not produce for long.” 
(Duclos, Vol. II, page 37.) 

In the midst of my enthusiasm, I was stopped short by a dishearten- 
ing sterility and listlessness, of which I didn’t suspect the cause, which 
was this: 

She had too much sensibility to be severe in the choice of the novels* 
that pleased her. It wasn’t by their merit but by her own sensibility 
that she was moved. As for being jealous of them, in order to cure my- 
self, I must consider that she would be entitled to be jealous of no one 
with more apparent justiiication than of Mme. de B., and yet how 
wrong she’d be! 

No, love is a blissful fever. Nothing remains after it has passed. 
Ought I to have been unhappy not to have been for her what Louis 
was? 

In every kind of property, possession is nothing, enjoyment is every- 
thing. As it happens, Louis saw an ordinary woman in her. All this 
shows that I’m as or more happy than he. But why couldn’t I have 
been the first love of a woman so rare? There’s the key to the problem. 
Only one bear was killed this year in the Sassenage mountains. 

September 26.— Superb weather after a rainy week. I went to the Corso 
to see the places I’ve loved so much. On the way back, I stopped at her 
house, where I learned that her husband left only yesterday to rejoin 
her, and probably won’t return to Milan before Wednesday. 

Why didn’t she write me between Wednesday and Saturday? Has 
she another lover? 

I’d leave immediately for Venice. I’d have the pleasure of getting my 
revenge, whether she loves me or not. But, in cither case. I’d weaken 

^Louis AND -I. [Note by Beyle.] The word **novels” undoubtedly should be read 
'lovers,** among whom Beyle and Louis Joinville were two of many. 
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her confidence, a foreigner and a transient, naturally so open to sus- 
picion. rd kill her lover, if she had one; if not, Fd at least deprive my- 
self of a charming illusion. 

Last Sunday I was at Framezzina; the Sunday before that, with her 
in her garden. What should I do? 

Milan is unbearable for me. 

Fve gone to Monza and Monticello. Fm sending the following twenty 
pages to F^lix; Fve written them solely for myself. 

OrTo^er.— Arriving from Venice at half-past six on the . . . , I received 
a letter from Signora Simonetta. 

In my reply, I gave the following signals: 

"The first window you come from the Via dei 40 Martiri wide 
open at half-past eight, the hour when I'll pass by your door, will mean 
that you can come out at ten o'clock; half open, at eleven; half open 
y/ith a cloth hanging from the window, at noon; wide open with a 
cloth will mean half-past nine; finally, wide open with two towels will 
mean one o’clock. 

“Come at the indicated time to the Contrade dei Bigli. Fll come by 
at half-past eight. If there aren’t any signals, Fll go at nine , . 

Saw with her the first performance of the ballet, Prometheus, She 
was more beautiful than ever; we were alone with Antonio nearly all 
the time. Tomorrow at half-past twelve in the Via dei Bigli; she’s 
afraid the Austrians will drive me out of here. 

October 27. — ^The more I live, the more I see that in our business Moliere 
is a classic. His coloring is unpleasant for me, but his comic vigor and 
‘ good sense make me return to him. 

In the other nations, society hasn’t been sufficiently perfected to give 
birth to comedy. For example, La Barone, a comedy by Moratin trans- 
lated by Signorelli, which I read this morning, gave me no pleasure 
because of the extreme vulgarity of the characters. Greek comedies — or, 
at the moment, merely the memory of them — make me crack n^y jaw 
yawning. My studies are therefore reduced to Moliere, commented by 
twelve or fifteen pages of Coll^ whose only lack was a little more 
mental vigor and the strong passions of a bilious man. If he’d had these, 
he would have come close to Moliere. All his rules are excellent. 

In fine, seeing that things are going badly in France, Fm leaving 
the • . . For the past month, Fve been living in a fine room near the 
Piazza Belgiojoso. I had a good servant who was very bilious. I slept 
with my weapons all around me. 

End of this brief rough sketch. 

Milan, November 4.— Upon arriving in the public gardens from her house 
at four o’clock and seeing the mountains covered with snow, which 
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produced such a romantic effect, I told myself that, with a couple of 
rules of conduct, I’d avoid the vexations that the effect I produce on my 
neighbors has been able to give me up to now. 

In conversation, I must restrain myself. For instance, I shouldn’t try 
to stand out the first time I’m presented to a Mme. Doligny. To be 
amiable, I need only not try to be so. What happened in the company 
of* Mme. la Comtesse Simonetta is a striking example of this. My 
superiority is so certain that I’m the only one who can make it un- 
appreciated, by. laying myself open to accusations of having gone too 
far. I should talk, but not much during the first days, and by the end of 
the month the superiority, or what’s worth more, a fine equality will be 
established. 

Moreover, society is a coquette running after what seems to be held 
back from it, and disdaining what is offered. I must never be afraid of 
being accused, rightly or wrongly, of listlessness and sterility; I should 
consequently, on the first days, skirt these shortcomings without fear. 

^ believe I found out yesterday why the people of the South, who 
feel love sc poignantly, have a liking for the Marini sort of thing — 
studied refinement in the expression of this sentiment, of which they 
are the best judges. It’s because natural expression seems to them too 
easy; for tlicm, it lacks that ingredient of pleasure which comes from 
the feeling of a difficulty overcome. 

The Italians have sought the feeling of a difficulty overcome by giv- 
ing an exaggerated refinement to the portrayal of love, overlooking the 
fact that, in the dramatic form par excellence, the impassioned man 
hasn’t time, to be witty. This bad taste has easily passed from the 
portrayal of love to that of other passions less commonly encountered. 
I had this idea a long time ago; it recurred to me when I read a worth- 
less rhapsody in the Moniteur. Am I right in explaining this strange 
circumstance in such a way — that the people with the most feeling for 
love is the one which portrays it the worst.? 

November 8 . — she is gone at pavia, for her son. yesterday true proof 
OF LOVE. Her touching look as I was joking with Peppina. It’s with that 
look that she ought to be portrayed. Excellent indecency of Italian 
joking; it’s full of happiness. It shows that the person joking is capable 
of enjoyment even more than it does that his wit is refined. In that 
respect too, I am thoroughly Italian. 

November 8. — ^Everyone’s clearing out. There’s a sort of terror in the 
town. A couple of Cossacks would be all that is needed to make every- 
one flee. This disturbance that’s brewing is very favorable to stir up the 
people. Were the latter cruel, the least quarrel would end in a mas- 
sacre. 

November /j.— The least distraction in the morning completely upsets 
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me. My mind is a sluggard which asks nothing better than to lay hold 
of something less difficult than composing. Then, along about two or 
three o’clock, there comes disgust with this other occupation, and a 
fund of discontentment that lasts until I'm distracted by something 
else. Whereas three or four hours of work on my subject give me a 
fund of contentment for the whole day and redouble my tenderness 
FOR the Comtesse Simonetta. 

The comic poet's advantage in 1813. Not only have manners and 
morals changed, but they have become enormously perfected, there is 
more pleasure between indifferent people. The position of Mme. de 
Deffand compared with the salons of 1672. 

^ After that, the manners and morals of the real pit at the comedy, 
people who are rich enough to be bored. They didn’t have the fine arts, 
they came closer together in all nations, at the same time losing, it’s 
true, some of their originality. Thus, the comedy of today may be more 
durable. It seems to me that Mme. de Deifand’s salon was much nearer 
the perfection of monarchic manners than are those of comedy. 



The End of an Epoch 


BY MID-DECEMBER, Beyle had settled down in Paris and was mak- 
ing g determined effort to realize his lifelong ambition to become a 
“coniic bard/* A newly purchased season ticket took him several night; a 
week to the Theatre Fran^ais, where, pencil in hand and an open copy of 
the play on his knee, he diligently scribbled commentaries opposite each 
place whete the audience laughed. In his comfortable apartment he care- 
fully went over the annotated texts, trying, as he had done a decade 
earlier, to track down the elusive laws of laughter and the comic. That 
magic “moment of genius** which was to enable him to dash off a master- 
piece had not yet arrived, but, undiscouraged, he put the interval to use 
by drawing up a rough treatise on the art of writing comedies — romposed 
largely of the notes he had been accumulating ever since 1803. 

These studies led him to read the course in dramatic literature that 
Wilhelm von Schlegel had given in Vienna a few years earlier. Schlegcl, 
although too “vague** to suit such a lover of precision as Beyle, undeniably 
had his merits: he spoke of a new thing called “romanticism** which dis- 
tinguished Shakespeare, Calderon, Schiller and Goethe from the “classic** 
dramatists of Greece and France; he also in his cloudy way suggested a 
conception of comedy of which his reader highly approved— “that kind 
of gaiety which is detached from the world and its cares . . . something 
airy and fantastic . • . something which arouses sensations similar to 
those produced by music/’ This kinship between the appeal of music and 
the comedy was a phenomenon Beyle had always felt profoundly without 
being able to explain it to his own satisfaction. The expression beau idial 
modeme (containing gaiety, grace, youth, etc.), which he had adopted in 
his art history, was an approach; Schlegel’s neologism “romantic” was 
another: in fact, as Stendhal understood them, the two were fundamen- 
tally the same thing. But his thought along this line was to be developed 
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completely only several years later in Histoire de la Peinture en Italic, and 
especially Racine et Shal{speare. 

To ensure himself against being interrupted by further military cam- 
paigns, he wrote on December 15 to both the Due de Cadore and Baron 
d*Hastrel, Director General of Military Conscription, requesting to be 
released from his army duties — incidentally giving each to understand 
that the other had already expressed willingness to grant his request. This 
little ruse worked: pn Christmas Day a special decree was issued exempt- 
ing “M. de Beyle” from further military service. 

Unhappily for his “comic genius,” he had chosen the worst possible 
time to return to his studies. On the day he wrote his letters, France was 
faced with the immediate invasion of the allied armies, with 225,000 troops 
waiting across the Rhine, 100,000 in reserve in Germany, 70,000 Austrians 
standing by in Italy and 100,000 English, Spanish and Portuguese under 
Wellington approaching over the Pyrenees. 

The situation within the frontiers was no better: Napoleon’s marshals 
were panic-stricken, and, if many of the common people were still loyal, 
the opposition of Talleyrand, the influential salons and the directii^g 
classes constituted a real danger for the Emperor. The newly formed 
Liberal party did not conceal its wish that the “Despot” were dead and 
out of the way. The majority of the Parisians were heartily tired of the 
arrogance shown by the Imperial functionaries and the endless warfare 
with the resultant conscription and excessive taxation, while in the prov- 
inces the public spirit had become so uncertain that Napoleon hastily de- 
cided to send out extraordinary commissioners chosen from the ranks of 
the loyal Senators. * 

This decision accounts for the fact that, just two days after being ex- 
empted from military service, Beyle received a letter from Comte Camille 
de Montalivet, Minister of the Interior, notifying him that he was to 
accompany the Comte de Saint-Vallier, Senator and newly appointed 
Extraordinary Commissioner of the 7th Military Division, to — of all 
places — Grenoble to aid in speeding up the conscription, supplying the 
troops with arms and clothing, completing the arrangements for pro- 
visions and raising and organizing the National Guard. 

Dismayed at this sudden demolition of his plans, he hurried to consult 
Mme. Daru, but the days when she and her husband could help him Were 
already over. “If it hadn’t been for this wretched invasion,” she told him, 
“you would have been appointed the Prefect of a large city” (the city in 
question was Toulouse or Le Mans, he believed). So he once again put 
aside his notebooks and, on New Year’s Eve, set out for his native “mud- 
hole” on what was to be his last assignment for Napoleon. 

• The rebirth of Beyle’s patriotism, his brave struggle against the ap- 
palling confusion, inefficiency and lack of coK>pcration in the 7th Military 
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Division, the return of his disgust and boredom— conveniently accom- 
panied by that of his “intermittent fever”- and his trip back to Paris, 
with a detour through Orleans to avoid the invading Cossacks, all make an 
interesting story, but one that is told in his voluminous official cor- 
respondence of the period. 

He rejoined Louis Crozet in the capital in time to see Marie-Louise 
and her son, the King of Rome, drive away from the Tuileries for the last 
time. On the morrow he witnessed the “fine battle” of Montmartre. The 
capitulation of Paris made Crozet ill, but Beyle, so he later said, “consid- 
ered the thing more as a spectacle.” The sight of the Cossacks at Orleans 
hjd made him realize that all was over. The Empire had eclipsed the 
country — ^and why weep at the passing of the cumbersome Imperial 
structure? He even assured posterity that he experienced a feeling of 
pleasure at the crash. 

Paris, too, took its defeat lightly. While the fighting was still going on 
at the northern limits of the city, the Boulevards were gay and animated. 
The next day, when Czar Alexander drove along them, Napoleon’s old 
supporters “waved white handkerchiefs from every window, and ap- 
peared to be drunk with joy.” The holiday spirit persisted. “On the 31st, 
about nine o’clock in the morning,” says Stendhal in his Napoleon, “the 
streets were as crowded as on the gayest promenade days ... A group 
of men passed on horseback wearing white cockades and waving white 
handkerchiefs. They were shouting, ‘Long Live the Kingl’ ‘What King?’ 
I heard people asking all about me. We no more thought of the Bourbons 
than of Charlemagne.” 

Henri Beyle wrote many years later that, when he learned that the 
downfall of Napoleon was to be followed by a Bourbon restoration, he 
“had enough intelligence to realize that France no longer held anything 
but humiliation for a man who had been to Moscow,” whereupon he un- 
hesitatingly turned down* a fine position under the new government 
and withdrew in disgust to Italy. The truth was not quite so simple. 

While enjoying the unusual spectacle of a battle on the butte of Mont- 
martre and mingling with the holiday crowds on the Boulevards, he 
apparently had not been fully conscious of the fact that he was about to 
lose everything, that the Council of State was to be dissolved, that the 
posts of deputy commissaries were to be abolished, that there would be 
no further need of an Inspector of the Emperor’s Household Furnish- 
ings. It was a rude awakening on the morrow of the Restoration to find 
himself “cleaned out from cellar to garret” at the very moment when, at 
least so was his conviction, his situation was about to “become superb.” 
On every side he saw former Republicans and Bonapartists join the 
Legitimists in a mad scramble for jobs under the new government. “Big 
ones and little ones followed their interests without ever a thought of 
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wh«A people would say." And Monsieur de Beyle, tyrant-hating son o£ 
the Revolution, did as the others did: he “eagerly adhered to the acts 
passed by the Senate since April 1, 1814” — ^in other words, swore allegiance 
to the Bourbons he professed to despise— and hurried forth, he too, to 
find himself “a little job.” 

What else was there for him to do? “I must either blow out my brains 
or seek to live as I can,” he wrote his sister. His first thought upon sud- 
denly finding hin^lf without an income was characteristically to see how 
much money he could extract from his family. His uncle Romain Gagnon 
was in charge of a trust fund of 16,000 francs from his grandparents' in- 
heritance; possibly Pauline and her husband could arrange their little 
fortune in such a way as to provide him with an annual income of 1,300 
francs, while the "generous bastard” (Beyle still refused to believe that 
his father was a ruined man) must be prevailed upon to make over to him 
property yielding 2,400 francs a year. Repeating endlessly these and other 
de'tails in the desperate letters he dispatched one after the other to 
Pauline, he devoted his time in Paris, despite a serious inflammation of 
the lungs, to making diplomatic calls, holding solemn conclaves with 
Bellisle and Crozet and covering reams of paper with mathematical calcu- 
lations through which he hoped to extricate himself from his dilemma. 

The situation was certainly a black one, for, instead of 9,000 or 10,000 
francs a year in combined salaries and gratuities, all that now remained 
was yjfloo francs in debts! 

The last hope of becoming a Prefect and repaying the money he had 
borrowed during the past four years had vanished. Some means had to 
be found to ensure himself of at least 6,000 francs annually — 2,000 to pay 
the interest on part of his debts, 4,000 on which to struggle along “with 
many privations.” He could sell his cabriolet and furniture for perhaps 
6,000 francs, he had hopes of obtaining the 16,000 francs from his uncle, 
and, if worst came to worst, he could sell the house his father had “given” 
him as a majorat in 1812. This house would yield 75/xx) francs, or 30/X)0 
francs net when the mortgage of 45,000 francs had been deducted. Paying 
his debts from the total, he would have 15,000 francs left, which, sunk in 
an annuity, might pro ide 2fioo francs a year for “a poor devil accustomed 
to spending lofioo” 

One thing was clear in his mind: should he really be doomed to lead 
a frugal existence, he would retire to Italy, where life was pleasant and 
living cheap. “Associated, as I am, almost entirely with wealthy people,” 
he said, “it is impossible to live here in semi-poverty.” 

His single hope io£ salvation was represented by Comte, or rather 
Comtesse, “Doligny”— the Beylistic pseudonym for Comtesse Beugnot 
and her husband, ^ly in life Beyle had discovered the elementary truth 
that advancement comes much more iiuickly throu^ "pull” than t^ugfr 
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drudgery, and he furthermore had never forgotten the words of wisdom 
he had heard as a child from his uncle Romain, “The only way to get 
ahead in the world is through women.” He had practiced this theory very 
satisfactorily with the Darus. Since their influence had vanished with the 
passing of the Empire, he had promptly exchanged the salon of the 
Comtesse Daru for that of the Comtesse Beugnot, of whom he was sin* 
cerely fond, and whose husband gave promise of having nearly as much 
power under Louis XVIII as Daru had had under the Empire. 

Jacques-Claude Beugnot, during the Eippire, had been the Adminis- 
trator of the Grand Duchy of Berg and Clcvcs, and, on the morrow of the 
Restoration, was appointed Minister of the Interior, to become six weeks 
later Minister of Police. As for Beyle, his attitude toward his new potential 
protector was much the same as it had been toward Daru: he respected 
Beugnot*s position but had a contemptuous enough opinion of his char- 
acter, considering him servile, lacking in personality, with a common 
mind and “the vanity of two Frenchmen.” 

But rts usual, luck was against Beyle: he had a rival, none other than 
his friend Louis Pepin de Bellisle, Mme. Beugnot’s lover. As Beugnot 
hesitated to push two candidates simultaneously, things ended with 
Bellisle being appointed Master of Requests and Beyle getting nothing. 
And yet Beugaot seems to have done what he could for the latter. There 
was some question of a post in the Consulate of Naples and of a secretary- 
ship in the Florence Embassy — ^and what was the glittering offer that 
Beyle later said he so haughtily turned down? 

“I had asked for nothing,” he wrote in Souvenirs ^Egotisme. “I was in 
an admirable position to accept. I replied in a manner not calculated to 
encourage M. Beugnot . . . The extreme contempt I had for the Bour- 
bons — they were the scum of the earth for me — ^impelled me to leave 
Paris a few days after not having accepted M. Beugnot's kind proposi- 
tion.” 

However all that may be, Beyle had by this time really resolved to leave 
Paris, perhaps forever, and settle down to a modest life in Italy. Reasoning 
. things out, as was his wont, with pencil in hand, he scribbled the follow- 
ing note (quoted in Colomb’s Notice ) : 

“Fortunately, luxury means little to me, or rather it embarrasses me. 
I fully realize that it’s possible to live in Paris in a fourth-flo* >r room with 
one clean suit, a woman who comes in to brush it every morning and my 
entrees to the Fran^ais, or rather the Odcon, which I love. But vanity and 
self-respect are opposed to this kind of life. M. Doligny would no longer 
receive me in the same manner when he knew that I lived on 6,000 francs 
a year. That would be intolerable. Therefore, I must leave Paris. By a 
second stroke of luck, Paris has bored me for a long time and I love Italy, 
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where with 6,000 francs and two dinners a month at the home of the 
Ambassador, Til be respected.” 

He gave up his fine apartment in the Rue Ncuve-du-Luxembourg, sold 
his furniture, carriage and horses, and moved into a cheap hotel room 
until he could make arrangements to go to Italy. All the projects he had 
been laboriously constructing since childhood had come tumbling down 
at his feet. The days of luxury were over: never again would he be en- 
tirely free from the specter of poverty. 

It was the end of the Napoleonic era, which the curve of his own life 
had followed so closely; it was the end of his long and ardent ”real edu- 
cation,” of his youthful studies and ambitions and loves — ^and it was the 
end of his diaries. That is, of the diaries proper. For by now the habit of 
thinking with a pencil in his hand had become part of himself: until his 
dying day he kept a sort of shorthand diary on the margins of the books 
he* read, but it was into the books he wrote that he poured the major part 
of his intellectual and emotional life. At bottom, the complete works of 
Stendhal are little more than a slightly disguised extension of the diaries 
he posted night after night throughout his youth. 


1814 Paris— Grenoble— Paris 


Chambiry, March 2, 1814. — Diary of my dismal sojourn at Grenoblcr-On 
December 26, 1813, returning from dinner at Annette’s, I received a 
letter from the Minister of the Interior notifying me that I was to go 
to Cutaro [Grenoble] with M. le Comte de Saint-Vallier. I was deeply 
affected by the thought of leaving Paris and going far from the Opera 
Buffa and Angeline. This feeling was opposed by the joyous mood I’ve 
experienced every time there is a chance to go away and see new 
things. 

I went to Mmc. Daru’s, where I made no attempt to conceal my dis- 
satisfaction; I was a little too familiar with her. At eleven o’clock, I 
went to the home of M. de Saint-Vallier, whom I hadn’t met at seven 
o’clock. I had the strongest prejudices against this amiable man, whom 
rd never seen. I imagined that a Senator must be, generally speaking, 
cither a man wi throne foot in the grave and an old imbecile, like Comte 
V. • • , or a crazy old fool, like Comte X. I was favorably impressed by 
M. de Saint;Vallier’s welcome, which showed real kindness and wide 
social experience. I returned hon^, where I felt some emotion in an- 
nouncing my departure to Annette. My sister, that sensible soul, didn’t 
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for one minute have any illusions, and she was sincerely sorry for me, 
well realizing the extent of the mudhole into which 1 was falling. That 
blackguard of an F. . . told D. . . that neither I nor my Senator would 
leave. From the 26th to the 31st of December, I stopped in twice a day 
at M. dc Saint-Vallicr’s, not wanting to leave before him. I was begin- 
ning to have some hope that we wouldn’t leave at all when, at eleven 
o'clock on December 31, his porter told me that he’d left that morning. 
1 went back home to arrange my own departure, sent for my sister and 
her husband, and at three o’clock we left. 

We slept two nights en route, and reached Lyon after sixty-one 
hours of driving, not counting fifteen or twenty hours of sleep and rest. 
We reached Lyon an hour after my Senator, and Grenoble on January 
5, 1814, at three o’clock in the morning in beautiful moonlight and fine 
weather. On the way, I’d thought out all the means of defense which 
Grenoble gradually found through necessity. 

How am I to describe, without renewing my apathy and boredom, 
the fif*^y-two days I spent in this headquarters of pettiness? 

My reason tells me that they aren’t any more petty and stupid in 
Cularo than in other towns^of twenty-two thousand souls, but I’m in- 
finitely more aware of the bad qualities of people whose past life I 
know only 4.00 well. 

On my arrival, I went to lodge at my bastard^ s. On January 16 , 1 be- 
lieve, when we thought that Lyon had been taken, I went to lodge at 
the Prefecture, in an immense, bright, cold and damp room, in order 
to spare my Senator the annoyance of being awakened by the estafettes. 
Boredom gave me a fever. The Senator consented to take one of his 
relatives from Lyon with him; this young man arrived, I went back to 
stay at bastards. Two days later, in order to have more liberty, I 
rented, for forty francs a month, a room in the Rue Bayard from a 
M. L. . . , a genuine Lovelace of the tavern, as Mme. de Stael says of 
her son Albert. I never spoke to M. L. . • In this room, I had a few 
moments of solitude which were the least poisoned by boredom of all 
those I spent in Grenoble. 

My poor sister, infinitely less sensitive than I, but with cold reason- 
ing power, utterly and irrevocably undeceived concerning the bastard, 
was perishing from boredom; we thought of Mme. Derville [Sophie 
Boulon], of Vizille, whom I had never seen and who is a close friend 
of my sister. She came; I went with them to Claix,' to Vizille, and I 

'Pauline's friend, with whom Beyle appears to have had a passing love affair, was 
the prototype of Mme. Derville, Mme. dc Renal's confidante, in L^e Rouge et le 
Noir. The following passage from the novel describes an actual visit made by 
Beyle and the two young women to Claix: 

“From the moment Mme. Derville arrived, it seemed to Julien that she was his 
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had the pleasure of putting a few truths about the arts and detailed 
truths about mankind into the heads of those pure-minded beings. The 
bastard sensed that he wasn't wanted, and that this conversation be- 
tween respectable people was above him, and retired at ten o’clock. We 
kept on chatting until one o’clock in the morning. 

On February 22, arrived a colleague attached to the commission, a 
young Auditor of the Council of State, the son of a man whose fortune 
made him influential. The same day, M. de Saint-Vallier wrote for me 
to return to Paris. A fortnight earlier, he had requested the blue cross 
(Order of the Reunion) for me. He renewed his request a few days 
later, but he hasn’t spoken of it since I had him sign a letter for my 
recall, which seems quite natural to me, and I don’t bear him the least 
ill will. 

One of the sources of my annoyance in Grenoble was the witty little 
savant with the utterly petty soul and abject politeness of a dressed-up 
servant, named . . } 

This litde . . . , with his everlasting chatter, held up everything, 
impeded everything; I was amazed to see that M. de Saint-Vallier 
didn’t notice this general obstruction, and that he continually had 
words of praise for this gent. From that I drew unfavorable conclusions 
about my Senator’s intelligence. 

But he finally saw through this petty, and very petty, administrator 
who takes the writing, and not the actions, -of which the writing is but 
the note, for the objective; and, during the closing days of my stay in 
Grenoble, he was fed up with him, and even said a few biting words to 
•'him, without ill humor or underhandedness. 

March 29 Paris.— Departure of the Empress. Denon? — Vfc had breakfast 
at the Cafe de Foy at nine o’clock; we heard the mistress of the estab- 
lishment say that the Empress’s equipages were going to leave and that 
they had worked throughout the night loading the carriages. We went 
to the Tuileries, where we saw with a bit of stupefaction that the open 

friend. He hastened tq show her the view from the extremity of the new path 
beneath the great walnut trees; as a matter of &ct, it was equal, if not superior, 
to the most admirable scenery that Switzerland or the Italian l^es can offer. If 
you climb the steep slope that starts a few paces from there, you soon arrive at 
lofty precipices bordered by oak groves that extend to the edge of the stream. It 
was to the summits of these perpendicular cliffs that Julien, happy, free and even 
something more, led the two friends, taking delight in their admiration of the 
sublime a^cts.** 

^Baron Fourier, a geometrist of note, was at that time Prefect of the Isfare. Many 
years later he was used by Stendhal as the model of the Prefect Boucaut de 
Sfranville taLucUh Leuwen, 

*This entry is in Louis Crozet’s handwriting. 
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vans were being loaded beneath the windows of the King of Rome; 
we went nearer and saw a carriage with six horses standing before the 
perron. The pallor and sadness of the postilion who was driving the 
first two. At this moment, the crowd, which wasn’t very large, ap- 
peared to us merely to be curious. We saw a lot of carriages arrive, one 
behind the other. That of the Empress came to a stop outside the door 
of *her apartment nearest the Seine. We sauntered along on one side 
and then on the other, and finally took up places on the sidewalk at 
the entrance to the Pont Royal, uncertaui whether the Empress would 
pass over the bridge or follow the Quai des Tuileries. 

It was raining a little. Passing along the quay, we saw two red 
lancers who drank some brandy and were probably going as scouts on 
the road to Versailles. Finally, at thirty-two minutes after ten, we saw 
fifteen or twenty carriages coming out with an escort of fifty or sixty 
mounted grenadiers of the Guard. In the second carriage, which was 
drawn by eight horses, were the Empress and the King of Rome, the 
latter at the left, in a blue box coat and a round hat which permitted 
his fair hair to escape (exactly as we saw him the day before, bowing 
to the crowds on his return from the drive). The King of Rome hid 
the Empress from us. The crowd on the bridge showed no sign of 
emotion, it didn’t have a clear idea of what was happening, it hadn’t 
had the time to reflect like us. It wondered what this procession was, it 
suspected the truth, but it wasn’t moved. 

General Caflarelli, very pale, was on horseback a little ahead of the 
Empress. 

We went back to the Tuileries by the Pont Royal gate; our attention 
redoubled, and we anticipated great events. We passed beneath the 
peristyle, where we saw some women and old men weeping. In the 
courtyard, the people of the lower class were unmoved, and the fairly 
well-dressed men were very solemn, but weren’t terrified. The wealthy 
and well-bred people were solemn out of foresight. 

The thing which occupied us the most was the fact that we found 
that this business matched the asininity which has governed everything 
done in Paris for some time past — to carry out such preparations in full 
daylight, whereas for the past fortnight the Empress has gone for a 
drive in the direction of Saint-Cloud every day, and it wo.dd have been 
such a simple matter one fine day not to return! 

We heard it said in a group of people that the Empress was going 
to Rambouillet. 

We went to the museum for a final view of the paintings. We’d al- 
ready gone the day before with the same intention. Henri, having 
stopped in the courtyard a moment by chance, conceived the notion of 
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saving at least the Madonna della Seggiola; he went into the office of 
the museum, where he found M. Joseph de La Vallee. La Vallee told 
Henri that M. Maret had written M. Denon two months before saying 
that he would receive no orders, but that what he considered should be 
done would be approved. M. Denon considered that he should do 
nothing before consulting King Joseph, who asked for two hours to 
think it over, ^ and then ordered M. le Due de Cadorc to open the 
museum. They had taken down five hundred paintings in the space 
of a few hours and bought some gray paper, which Henri saw, to 
wrap them in. 

Henri told M. de La Vallee that the Empress had just left, that conse- 
Tjuently there were no precautions of policy to take, that, if there were 
no wagons, they ought to take some fiacres and coucou^ and save the 
Madonna and the most valuable of the smaller paintings. M. de La 
* Vallee said, “All right, Fll save my poor little Flemish paintings.” He 
added that he would send for M. Denon. Henri said that he was going 
up to the museum and could be found there. 

In the picture gallery, we found some artists, male and female, work- 
ing as usual, merely a bit anxious and questioning the guardians, who 
played the role of braggarts, and maintained that there was nothing to 
fear. After looking at the Madonna, we left because Henri wanted to 
give fifty napoleons to Mme. Doligny, who was due to leave at noon. 
He went down to the office to say that he would be back in an hour. At 
the end of the Rue Imperiale, we ran into M. Denon, dressed in blue 
and accompanied by . . • , his secreta'-y. Denon wore an anxious look, 
he came up to Henri without bowing: 

“Have you come officially?” 

“No, I came to pay a final visit to the paintings, I went into the office 
and gave an art lover’s counsel.” 

“In that case, I shan’t listen to you.” 

“If that’s so, I shan’t say anything more.” 

“I like you and I hold you in high esteem, but I won’t listen to 
you.” 

“I well realize . . .” 

“If you had come with a message from the Due de Cadore . . 

Henri with heat: “No, no, I come at the request of no one. I merely 
offered some advice as an artist, as an art lover ... If only the 
beautiful Madonna della Seggiola might be saved . . . The Empress 
has gone to Rambouillet. Well, the Madonna might be sent to 
her: the work involved amounts to nothing, and it would be that 
much gained.” 

“Yes, you are right, but I cannot act without official orders, and any- 

type of two-wheeled fiacre. 
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way what’s a little measure like that? Do you want me to risk doing 
something foolish? Send one painting to Rambouillet? After holding 
me back for two months, the Due de Cadore comes to me at the last 
minute . . . And what’s more, you haven’t been sent by him . . . He 
hasn’t said anything at all to you about the museum?” 

“He told me to continue my inventory.” 

“Well then, I’m going to close the museum, and that’s the end of it. 
I must be getting along. I wish you good day.” 

And his anxious look increased. 

May 26. — sec with pleasure that I’m still capable of passion. I’ve just 
been to the Franjais, where I saw Mile. Mars in Le Barbier de Seville. 
I was seated beside a young Russian officer, General Vaissikov’s aide- 
de-camp (something like that). His general is the son of a famous 
favorite of Paul I. If I’d been a woman, this debonair officer would 
have inspired the most violent passion in me, a love in the manner of 
Hermione. I felt the nascent agitation; I’d already become bashful. I 
drdn’? dare look at him, so much should I have desired him. If I’d been 
a woman, I’d have followed him to the end of the world. What a 
difference between a Frenchman and my officer! What naturalness and 
tenderness in the latter!' 

Politenc^i at^d civilization elevate all men to mediocrity, but spoil 
and avenge those who might be excellent. There’s nothing coarser and 
more disagreeable than an asinine, uncultured foreign officer. But at 
the same time, what officer in France could be compared with mine 
from the standpoint of naturalness united with majesty? If a woman 
had made such an impression on me I’d have spent the night trying to 
find where she lived. Alas, even the Comtesse Simonetta has made such 
an impression on me only a few times! I believe the uncertainty of my 
fate is increasing my sensibility. 

June — I’ve just been to the little comedy of UHotel Garni, in the worst 
manner, badly constructed, but in which Mile. Mars was nothing less 
than perfect. Baptiste the younger was very good. He believes that his 
hostesses are strumpets, and that the mother is handing over her 
daughter. His manner of becoming scandalized is comic here, and pro- 
duces laughter a score of times at least. With a people having more 
imagination, with the Germans, for instance, the audience would be 
scandalized at the situation. That kind of comedy, I beiieve, can’t be 
pleasing to souls susceptible to romantic comedy. 

^This strange passage has been considered by some as evidence that Beyle had 
homosexual tendencies — although everything else in his diaries and private writ- 
ings, as well as the testimony of his friends, indicates the contrary. For a full dis- 
cussion of the question, see Henri Martineau: Le Coeur de Stendhal, Vol. I, 
pp. 322 ff. 
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IF I GO AT lONDON FOR A FORKIGHT [sic\, TO SEND THE E8TAMP [print] 
OF Mosoou TO FAiRisLAND WITH THIS MOTTO: Instead of the &es of 
Moscow, let me see those of Vesuvius. 

When I don’t immediately perfect an idea for its accuracy and style, 
I lose it forever. 

June 30.— Realizing that I’m not to have the consulate at Naples, which 
the pretty Mme. Deafdo obtained for her husband, I had an inter- 
view with M. Graculus on Rome. He told me, or rather I concluded 
from his personal chatter, that with six thousand francs I’d be well 
off there. 

He’s an ess. I remarked that he told me coffee was an afattening 
food. When those animals don't have a clear idea of something, they 
employ a new word; as I stared at him when he made this assertion, he 
repeated afattening. Graculus is a man who never talks about anything 
but himself, a genuine ass, and full of Grenoblois pettinesses to boot. 
Not a shadow of good breeding; he spoke badly of Martial — to me of 
all people! Colomb was with him, I went to see him yesterday, he re- 
paid my visit this morning. With that kind of people, it’s necessary to 
have a calling card filled with tides. 

Since May 10, I’ve been working on Haydn, Mdtastase et Mozart. 
The end of this work gave me much pleasure and took away all my 
sensitiveness to the disappointment of not having M. Doligny appoint 
[me] SECRETARY TO [the] embassy of Firenze. 

July I. — As soon as I make the tiniest litde attempt to recall something, 
my talent diminishes. It diminishes in proportion as my memories dis- 
turb me; if it’s necessary to combine two or three of them, I’m lost. If 
you want to take away all my feeling for a historical or biographical 
trait that has moved me, force me to read two or three authors in 
whom I have confidence. 1 can be good, if ever I am good, only in what 
I extract entirely firom my heart. 

IT IS FOR THAT that Mocenigo is perhaps done for me [aV]. 

July 4 . — ^You know yourself and you don’t change, but the thing that’s 
necessary is to kn'nv yourself. 

One of the things that perhaps casts the most light on my character 
is the joy I experienced last night in a very common room of a litde 
hotel (Rue du Mail, No. 27) after leaving an apartment calculatt^ in 
every way to be pleasing to a young man. 

I’ve behaved well, and uncommonly well, toward everybody, and 
everybody has Behaved badly toward me, and I’m too sensidve to those 
bits of nonsense. That sensibility applied to the blackguards who sur- 
round mc^ starting by the bastard^ is the one and only cause of my 
grie&. 
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Being in the midst of unknowns, this superfluous and inconvenient 
sensibility won’t have to be exercised. 

It would be my pleasure to give my attention to my gold, and to be 
able to scorn completely my furniture, my linen and all such little 
things. That’s what I’m going to find in a little hotel. When my too 
grd^t kindness, or my too little concern with temporal things, leads 
the servants of a hotel to rob me and pay less attention to me than to 
the other guests. I’ll change hotels. Painful experience has brought me 
back to this axiom: Conceal thy life. • 

I find that Mme. Doligny has become cool toward me. She has let 
a couple of weeks go by without inviting me to dinner, and yesterday 
when she asked me to come today she acted as though she were yield- 
ing to an old habit. I assume, but that would be black indeed, that 
FA iRisLAND has shown her the letter in which I advised him to have ' 
Florentine (mistaess Deafdo). If that’s the case, or if he’s told her 
al^ut it, it’s a very large piece of villainy to produce very little result. 
He might have been afraid that I’d gain some influence at a time when 
a post of MASTER OF REQUESTS was being sought for him, or perhaps ^e 
simply WAS jealous of my cheerfulness. I found that he had a very 
slight shade of haughtiness towards me, and I haven’t gone up to his 
sixth-floor room in the past ten days. 

I saw the charming lodgings of General Sebastiani this morning. 
They were ornamented with a score of paintings of the highest merit. 
Nothing could be cooler and more rustic (Rue Saint-Honorc, Fau- 
bourg, No. 57). Well sir. I’d shudder if I were to be given such lodg- 
ings, I’d suffer mortally if their beauty were to be impaired. I prefer 
my little hotel by far. 

I realize that I’m incapable of temporal affairs, apparently because I 
hold them in contempt. 

I’m fed up with Paris, not in the least angry (I’m writing this for the 
Beyle of 1820). I was thoroughly disgusted with the profession of 
Auditor and the insolent stupidity of the powerful. Rome, Rome is my 
mother country, I’m burning to be on my way. 

I’ve been sleeping for the past eight days with the old passion; as 
MISS D.^ is more natural, she pleases me more than all I’m leaving here. 
The face of Mme. la Comtesse Cl.^ pleased me greatly yesterday. Her 
eyes are full of candor. 

Here’s the state of my finances: 200 francs at Longueville’s, 600 at 
Turretin’s, 800 at Oberkampfs. 

I’m going to try to travel with the sum of Longueville and to arrive 
IN Italia with that of Turretin. 

'Both '*Miss D.'* and *'the old passion" probably designate Melanie Guilbert 
V>>mtesse Curial| daughter of Mme. Beugnot, and Beyle's mistress a decade later. 
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Fve found pleasure in working since May 10 on the Haydn affair, 
which is going to cost me 1,500 francs at Pierre’s.^ 

‘The printer Pierre Didot. Beyle’s first book, v>hich he signed by the pseudonym 
Louis-Alexandre-Cesar Bombet, was published at his own expense, cost him 
1,790 francs for an edition of 1,000 copies and had almost no sale It appeared in 
January 1815 under the unwieldy title (shortened in later editions) oi*Ltttres 
eentes de Vienne en Autriche, sur le celebre compositeur Haydn, suivies d'une 
vie de Mozart, et^de considerations sur Metastase et Vetat present de la musique 
en Trance et en Itdte, 
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Charlotte. See Mounier, Victorine * 

Charmat, M., 339 

^^Chartreuse de Parme, La (Stendhal), i, 491 
Chateaubriand, Vicomtc Franfois-Rcnc de, 11, 107, 118, 229, 500-1 
Chateauncuf, 126, 127, 133-36, 140-42, 144, 157, 160, 161, 175 
Chatenay (or Chatenet), Charlotte-Xavier de Froidefond du (Mile, 
Chanceny), 243n, 248-52, 263, 369, 3(/), 453, 454 
Chatenay, Joseph-Antoine de Froidefond du, 243, 310 
Chater.*y, Mme. du, 247, 249, 251 
Chauvet, Mme , 189 

Chavigny, Marshal (name given by Beyle to recipient of the Letters of a 
Portuguese Nun — supposed to have been the Comte de Chamilly), 
104 

Chazet, Alissan de, 56, 242 

Cheminade, Pier re-Charles, 115, 143, 144, 154, 155, 227-28, 236 
Cheminade, Rosalie-Marie. See Micoud d’Umons, Baronne 
Cheminee de Marbre, La (Beyle’s Letellier) 

Chenier, Andre, 77, 357 
Chesterfield, Earl of, 495 
Chiesa, Count Benevetto della, 17 
Choiscul, Due Etienne-Franfois de, 65 
Cid, Le (Corneille), 61, 76, 81, 133 
Cimabue, 395 

Cimarosa, Domenico, 46, 240, 265, 329, 345, 350, 362, 367, 459, 479; 
quoted, 509 

'Cimbal. See Widmann 
Cinna (Corneille), 72, 76, 84, 368 
Cinq Annees Litteraires, 203 

Clairon, Mile. (Claire-Joseph Leris), 116, 117, 150, 151 
Clair val, Mme., 172 

Claustriers (probably Pauline, Fclicitc, and Colette of Marseille), 216 

Cledat, Martial-Gabriel de, 324-25 

Clement de Ris, Comte Dominique, 282 

Clement XIH, 453 

Clotilde (Augustine Mafleuroy), 31 1 
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Coeur de Stendhal, La (Martineau), 53311 

Q>lene, Marseille girl, 213 

Qillavier, Mme^ 220 

C0II4 Charles, 213, 356, 520 

Collin d’Harleville, Jean Francois, 53, 149, 213 

Colomb, Remain, 136, 280, 527, 534 

Colquhoun, Patrick, 272 

Combe, 8, 167 

Comolli, 472 

Conde, Le Grand, 22 

Conde, Prince de, 158, 276 

C8ndillac,^tienne ^nnot de, 91, 109, 198 

Confessions (Rousseau), 335, 484 

Confidences, Les (Isouard), 172 

Considerations sur les Moeurs (Ouclos), 83 

Constant, 354 

Constantin (unrealized Beyle play), 34 
Consul, the. See Napoleon 
Contat, Amalric, 117 
Contat, Louise, 24, 51, 86, 171 
Contrat Social, Le (Rousseau), 38 
Convivi, 472 
Corbeau, 368, 369, 389 
Corinne (Mme. de Stael), 263, 359-60 
. Corneille, Pierre, 22, 59, 63, 67, 81, 99, 164, 190, 229, 325, 346, 371 
Correggio, 329, 344, 470, 484, 495, 517 
CoslFan Tutte (Mozart), 282 

Cosse, Mile, and Mme. de. See RebuBel, Adelc and Mme. 

Cossonier, Mme., 179, 190-92, 196-201, 203, 205-10, 225 
Cosuz, Baron Louis, 57, 354 
Country Churchyard, The (Gray’s Elegy), 323 
Courtisan, Le (unreaUzed Beyle play), 34 
Coyer, Abb6, 8 

Crebillon, Claude (the Younger), 192 
Crebillon, Prosper, 283 
Creuz6 de Lesser, 360 
Crispin Medecin (Hauteroche), 373 
Crivelli, 436 

Crobet, L^uis (Seyssins, Percevant, Sagace), 43-45, 51-54, 60, 96-97, lot, 
104, 108, ii8n, 119, 123, 141, 143, 145, 149, 163, 169, 171-74, 176, 179, 
190, 197, 198, 219, 224, 227, 228, 241-42, 310-16, 329, 344, 345-48, 359, 
361. 363. 367-70, 37*, 390, 405, ‘t* 3 , 434, 440, 460, 5ian, 525, 526, 5300, 

530-33 
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Crozet .the Younger, 197 
Crtuaders , The (Kotzebue), 304 
Cuny, Louisy 283, 285-89, 293, 294, 296, 297 
Curial, Mme. Clementine, 39an, 498, 535n 
Cuvier, 445 

Cymheline (Shakespeare), 11, 128, 346 
Czernichev, Count de, 330 


Dalban, J.-B.-Pierre, 8, 45, 51-53, 58 
Damin, Louis, 246 
Dancourt, Florent, 66, 176 
Dante, 44in 

Dard, Henri-Jean-Baptistc, 53, 144 

Daru, Martial (Pac^), 4, 7, 9, 10, 45, 53, 55, 65, 68, 69-74, 82-84, 86, 89, 
95, 96, 98, 99, 108, no, 114-16, 118-21, 123, 139, 142-45, 153, 156, 158, 
160, 163, 167, 171, 174-76, 181, 211, 215, 222, 224-25, 227, 228, 234, 
^35-37. 240, 242, 243, 245, 247-52, 254, 255, 257, 258, 261, 268, 270, 272, ^ 

29^-99. 3io» 3”» 3i7» 3*1. 3“. 3*5. 337. 34°. 345. 35°. 35*. 361. S^*. 3^4. ’ 
367. 369-70, 381, 396, 397, 453-55, 487, 509, 534 
Darn, Noel, 5^ 55, 57, 58, 62 
Daru, Mme. Noel, 99, 235, 247, 249, 272, 282, 381 
Daru, Pierre (Z, Probus, Burrhus), 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 10, 53, 57, 62, 83, 95, 
97-98, 167, 181, 182, 202, 215, 223, 225, 227-29, 234-36, 237, 240-43, 245, 
247-51, 255-57, *^. 268-70, 272, 277, 281, 285, 286, 288-92, 296-98, 
302-4, 307, 310-11, 318, 319, 325, 331-33, 337-40, 342, 350-54, 357-59, 
361-63, 365, 366, 368-70, 380, 387, 391, 399, 407, 471, 475, 478-83, 487-02, 
497. 499. 503-5. 50^10, 524, 5*7 ^ ^ 

Daru, Mme. Pierre, nie Alexandrine-Thcrcse Nardot (Mme. de Palfy, 
Lady Palfy, Mme. de Triangi, Mme. Z, Elvire, Marie, the Duchess, 
Duchesse de B^rulle, Milady, Mme. Petit, Mme. Trautmand, Mme. 
Roger, Mme. Robert [ ?]), 55, 95, 98, 137, 202, 227-28, 235-36, 240-41, 
245, 247-49, 251, 266, 272, 277, 279, 280, 282, 296, 298, 300-6, 308, 311-13, 
315-31. 333. 336-39. 346, 347. 350-5*. 354. 355-56. 362, 364, 366, 369-70, 
373. 374-®9. 391. 30*n. 394. 399-400, 4*8-*9. 43i. 456. 459. 460, 471. 47®. 
481, 485, 486-87, 490, 495, 501, 503, 504, 524, 527, 528 
Daru, Pierre, children, 331, 357, 362 
Daumont-Mazarin, Mme., 246 
David, of Grenoble, 259 
David, Louis, 61, 312, 344 

Davout, Louis-Nicolas (Due d’Auerstadt, Prince of Eggmiihl), 7, 304, 

3*4. 330 . 

Debelle, Auguste-Jean-Baptiste, 13, 16 



Debord. See Baure, M. dc 

Debreuil, M. See Faurc, Felix 

Decrai, Mmc., 220, 221, 228, 229 

Defermon, Comte, 352 

Demand, Marie Marquise du, 487, 522 

Dejean, Aime, 237, 281, 350 

De F Amour (Stendhal), 1700, 2550, 26on, 459 

Delille, Abbe Jacques, 31, 33, 328 

Delmas, Lieutenant General, 7 

Delmotte, 248 

Delord, Adjutant Commander, 8-9 
Delphine (Mme. de Stael), 31, 48, 110, iii, 143 
Delporte. See Dcpont-Dclportc, Henri 
Denon, Baron Dominiquc-Vivant, 530, 532-33 
Denys, 257, 260 
Depetas, 16, 17 

Depon-Delporte, Henri-Jean-Pierre-Antoine, 339, 357 
Derville, Mme. See Gauthier, Mme. Sophie 
Derville-Malechard, 413 
Deschamps, 330, 136 

Deschcnes (Garnier-Deschcncs), Edmond (Ofchencs, From Oaks), 

324^ 327 

Deschcnes, Mme^ 379 
Description du Palais-Royal, La, 8 
Desermet, 288 . 

Desnerfs. See Dugazon 
Desprez (or Despres), 55 
Destouches (Philippe Nericault), 81, 103 
Destruction of Jerusalem, The (Zingarelli), 454 
Deux Freres, Les (Moissy), 55 

Deux Hommes, Les (or The Two Men) (Beyle), 34, 48-49, 51, 53, 54, 
56>57-58> i^^n, 170 

Deux Pages, Les (Maneufel), 80, 337 
Deux Petits Savoyards, Les, 201 
Diday, Maurice, 42, 69 
Diderot, 61, 104 

Didon (Lefranc de Pompignan), 52 
Didot, Pierre, 536n 
Digeon, 167, 2^, 266 
Dijon, Comtesse, 16 

Discourse on Human Nature (Hobbes), 62, 243, 244 
Doligny, M. and Mme. See Beugnot, Comte and Comtesse 
Domenicbino, 329, 344, 446, 447, 5i4n, 518 
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Don Juan (Mozart), 300, 302 

Don Quixote (Cervantes), 77, 103, 281, 501, 502, 503, 504 

Douenne, 27, 32, 330, 143, 173, 21 1 

Dowtram, 24, 28 

Doyen, Messrs., 28 

Drouai, Fran^ois-Hubert, 404 

Dubarret, Mme., 282 

Dubignon, Mme., 336, 374, 375-77, 379, 380 
Dubois, Comte Louis-Nicolas-Pierre, 330 
Dubois (Dubois-Fontanelle), 54 
Duche, 284, 335 
* Duchesne, 1 10 

Duchesnois, Cathcrine-Josephine (Ariadne, Phaedra), 31, 45-46, 51-60, 
65* 70> 85, 95, 96, 99, 105, 141-44, i50-5i> i53> 163, 175, 242, 245 
Duchess, the. See Daru, Mme. Pierre 
Ducis, Jean-Fran^ois, ii, 85, 124, 189 

DucIqs, Charles Pinot, 83, 174, 175, 360, 405, 435, 501, 51 1, 517; quoted, 

5*9 

Dufay, 222, 225, 226 
Dufresne, Pierre-Fran^ois, 72, 167 

Dugazon (Jean-Baptiste Gourgaud) (Bcrnadille, Desnerfs), 24, 84-86, 
89, 94-97, 99, loi, 102, 104, 108-10, 1 12, 1 14, 1 19, 121, 123, 125, 127, 128, 
130-32, 138, 139, 141, 145-47, 149, 153, 159, 161, 162, 164, 165, 167-68, 
172, 173, 201, 275 

Dumas, Comte Mathieu, 478-79, 481, 486, 487 

Dumourey, Mme., 9 

Dupuis, Charlcs-Fran^ois, 429 

Dupuy, commercial traveler, 77 

Dupuy, Grenoble youth, 79 

Durand, 79 

Durant, Mme., 199, 201, 202 
Durante, 329* 

Durfey, Mme. Melanie, 247 

Durif, 76, 81, 82, 123, 175 

Duroc, Michel (Due dc Frioul), 342 

Durzy, ii, 270 

Dusausoir, Jean-Claude, 141 

Dutor, 158 


Edward the Confessor, 390 

Eggmiihl, Prince of (d’Eckmuhl). See Davout, Louis-Nicolas 
Elective Affinities, The (Goethe), 314 


7 * 



INDEX 


55<i 

Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard (Gray), 323 
Elements dldiologte (Destutt de Tracy), 47, 88, 91, 95-96, 98, 149, 178, 
181, 201 
Elisa, 281, 282 

Eloge de Moliire (Chamfort), 497 
Elvezio. See Hclvctius, Claudc-Adricn 
Elvire. See Daru, Mme. Pierre 
Emile (Rousseau), 48, 83, 246 
Emilic, 31 1 

Emperius, 258, 271, 272, 273 
Enghien, Due d’, 65 
Epicharide e Nerone, 9 
Epinay, Mme. Louise d’, 246 
Eprcmenil, Jean-Jacques Duval de, 316 
Esprit. See Mounicr, Claude-Edouard-Philippc 
Esprit, De V (Hclvctius), 39, 83 
Esprit des Lois, U (Montesquieu), 38, 66, 242, 243, 244 
Esprit de Mirabeau, U (P.-J.-B. Publicola Chaussard), 66 
Essay on the Life and Genius of Samuel Johnson (Arthur Murphy), 
2720, 273 

Esteve, Comte Martin-Roch-Xavier, 282 
Esteve, Mme. Annc-Victorine-Frangoise, 248, 31 1, 317, 320 
Esther (Racine), 173 
Etc des Coquettes, L* (Dancourt), 66 
. Eteignoir, U (one title for Beyle’s Letelber), 49 
Etienne, Charlcs-Guillaumc, 76, 502n 
Etourdis, Lcs (Andrieux), 80 
Eudoxie. See Mounier, Victorinc 
Eugenie, Empress, 253 
Euripides, 59, 210 
Eynard (Saint-Amin), 208, 210 


Fabio. See Pallavicini, Fabio 

Fabre d’Eglantine, Philippe, 97, 163, 167 

Eacities (Voltaire), 482 

Fairisland. See Bcllisle, Louis Pepin de 

Fanny, Miss, 388, ^91, 504 

Farine, 9 

Faurc, Felix (Happy, M. Debreuil), 17-18, 22-23, ^8, 30, 32, 33, 42, 

63, loi, 136, J43, 144, 181, 189, 234, 242, 243, 245, 247-49, 251, 260, 261, 
269, 277, 281, 283, 286, 295n, 298, 31 1, 312, 314, 317, 331-34, 336, 337, 
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340» 344. 346-49. 356, 361. 363. 366, 369. 370. 3720. 373. 377. 390. 399. 

400, 462, 467, 471, 478, 479, 483-85, 494, 497, 503, 505, 514, 520 
Fausse Home, La (Longchamps), 31 
Fausses Confidences, Les (Marivaux) 9 315, 400 
Faux Mitromane, Le (one of Beyle*s dramatic projects), 60 
Favier, Jean-Louis, 56, 175 
Fazzqlio, 16 
Federici, 8 

Filicia, ou Mes Fredaines (attributed to Andrea de Nerciat), 173, 175 
Felicitc, 212 

Felipe, 89, 114, 117, 119, 121, 122, 128-33, 141. 144. 147. 153. »62 

Felix, Inspector, 9 

Finelon (Chenier), 53, 77 

Ferdinand, 7, 15, 363 

Ferguson, Adam, 224 

Fielding, Henry, 48 

Filip,'Mmc., 209, 212, 217, 218, 220-22, 225, 227, 233 
Filosofia Nuova (philosophical work Beyle started in his youth), 190 
Fingal (by Maepherson, attributed by him to Ossian), 461, 463 
Fioravante, Valentino, 329, 457 

Flcury (Abrah^m-Joseph Benard), 24, 51, 117, 166, 167, 171,-174, 337 

Fleury, Mile., 66 

Florentin, Le (La Fontaine), 66 

Florian, Jean-Pierre Claris de, 70 

Florian-Froidefond. See Froidefond de Florian, Charles Xavier de 
Folies Atnoureuses, Les (Regnard), in, 196 
Fontanes, Louis de, 159 
Foote, Samuel, 273 

Forteresse du Danube, La (Pix6recourt Blanchi), 312 

Fouquier-Tinville, Antoine-Quentin, 229 

Fourier, Baron Jean-Baptiste-Joseph, 53on 

Fournier (probably Francois Fournier de Pescay), 362 

Fox, Charles, 236 

Foy, Maximilien-Sebastien, 8, 9, 15 

Franceschi, General, 9 

Francis. See Perier-Lagrange, Fran9ois-Daniel 
Francois, 482 

Franklin, Benjamin, 107, 373 
Frederick the Great, 254, 270, 273, 275, 337 
Friedrich Wilhelm 1 , 265 
Friedrich Wilhelm III, 236 
Frioul, Duc.de. See Duroc, Michel 
Frochet, Comte, 330 
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Froidefond de Florian, Charles-Xavier de (Florian-Froidefond), 286, 
289, 291, 336, 351, 382-83 
From My Life and Times (Strombeck), 239 
Fromentin-Saint-Charles, 289-90 
From Oaks. See Desch£nes, Edmond 
Fiirstenstein, Herr von, 330 


Gaforini, La, 14 

Gageure, La (Procope), 171 

Gageure Imprivue, Im (Sedaine), 51 

Gagnon, Dr. Henri, 590, 103, 177, 181, 182-83, 200, 202, 222, 223, 227, 

*35» *47. *55. *7*. 339. 504“ 

Gagnon, Romain (II Zio), 82, 84, 85, 95, loi, 109, 112, 118, 143, 144, 181, 
211, 225, 228, 234, 526, 527 
GaUrie du Palais-Royal Im, 481 
Galice, Mme., 234 
Galileo, 442, 443 
Gall, Franz Josef, 492-93 
Garavac (or Garavaque), 16 
Gamier, 196, 197, 200, 201, 205, 209, 213, 214, 215 
Gaston et Bayard (Du Belloy), 243 

Gauthier, Mme. Sophie, nee Boulon (Mme. Derville), 498, 529-30 
Gavaudau, 188 
Gay, Sophie, 356 
‘Gazan, General, ii 
Geffrier, 197, 224 
Gency, Mme. de, 329 
Genet, Mme., 326-27, 351, 352, 354, 356 
Ginie du Christtanisme, Im (Chateaubriand), 78, 495 
Genlis, Mme. de, 53, 188, 509 
Geofirin, Mme., 94 

Geoffroy, Julien-Louis, 46, 49, 53, 60, 67, 117 
George Dandin (Mouere), 384 

George, Mile. (George Weymar), 45-46, 65, 117, 136, 143, 241, 245 

Gerard, Baron Francois, 324, 344 

Gerusidemme Liberata, La (Tasso), 325 

Gherardi, Fanny, nie Lechi, 402 

Ghirlandajo, 395 

Gibory, 7 

Gina. See Pietragrua, Angiola 
Giotto, 395, 468 

Girard, Joseph-Franfois-Henri de, I89, 218 
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Girardin, Marquis Rene de, 328 

Giraud, Comte Giovanni, 416, 434 

Girodet (Anne-Louise Girodet de Roussy), 344 

Gisbert van Aemstel (Vondel), 272 

Goethe, 268, 276, 314, 340, 523 

Goldoni, Carlo, 10, 52, 59, 60-61, 63, 81, 272 

Gonql, 9, 14 

Goodson, Mr., 323, 352, 357 
Gouvion-Saint-Cyr, Marshal Laurent, 342 
Gozzi, Carlo, 272 
. Gozzoli, Benozzo, 395 
Gray, Thomas, 321, 322 
Gretry, Andrc-Ernest-Modeste, 245, 246 

Griesheim, Wilhelmina von (Minette), 238-41, 255-62, 266, 284, 438, 

448, 459, 494 

Grimblot, Mme., 210, 222 

Gripbli See Mante, Fortune 

Gros, Baron Antoine-Jean, 344 

Gros, Louis-Gabriel, 107 

Grouchy, Sophie, 213 

Grua, Mme. Fje Pietragrua, Angiola 

Gruel, Mme., 53 

Guastella, M., 27 

Guerchino. See Barbieri 

Guerin, Pierre-Narcisse, 78, 84 

Guerin, Mme., 301-2, 304 

Guilbert, Melanie (Louason, Mme. Barcov, Mme. Saint-Albe, Prct- 
techestinncka, Tinneka), 88, 89-93, 95 > 98-100, 104, 108-12, 1 14-17, 
119-82, 185, 187-203, 205, 207-10, 212-14, 216-19, 224, 227, 229, 232, 238, 
241, 243, 245, 247, 249-52, 265, 275, 279, 280, 323, 341, 371, 394, 413, 450, 

456. 459. 460, 473-74. 480, 490. 493. 495-96. 499. 502-4. 5350 

Guilbert, Melanie, the daughter, 176, 178, 200, 223-24 
Guilhermoz, 214, 215, 222, 225, 226, 227, 230 


H 

H., Jenny. See Leschenault, Jenny 
H., Mme. See Leschenault, Mme. 

Haeur, 268 

Hamlet (dramatic project of Beyle's), 34 
Hamlet (Shakespeare), 23 
Hanet, Mme., 70, 86 
Happy. 5 ee.Faure, F 61 ix 
Hastrel, Baron d', 524 
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Hautmont^ i6 
Haydn, Joseph, 23, 278, 3000, 329, 345 
Haydn, Metastase et Mozart (Beyle), 534, 5360 
Heerdt, von, 239, 258-^ 

Hflie, Abb^ Jean-Baptiste, 64, 65-66 
H£liotte (or Eliott), Mme^ 325-27, 405 
H 61 oise. See Mounier, Victorine 
H 61 oise, and Abfiard, 103, 104 

Helv6tius, Claude-Adrien (Elvezio), 39, 47, 51, 91, 94, 153, 157, 234, 256, 

257.259.340.349.366.429 

Hennequin, Philippc-Augustin, 446 

Henry II, 390 

Henri IV, 79, 511 

Henri IV (Legouve), 242 

H6rault de S6chelles, 215 

Herder, Johann Gottfried von, 268 

Heureux, M. d’, 231 

High Chancellor, The. See Cambaceres, Jean-Jacques, Due de 
Histoire de la Peinture en Italie (Stendhal), 239, 329n, 346, 396, 468, 
471-72, 473, 476, 491, 492, 495, 515, 517, 523-24 
Histoire des Voyages (La Harpe), 220 
History of England (Hume), 228, 229 
History of the War of Succession, The (Beyle), 517 
Hobbes, Thomas, 47, 54, 62, 91, 108, iii, 189, 244, 349, 496; quoted, 48, 
243 

Homer, 104, 113, 349 

Homme, U (Helvetius), 257, 259 

Homme du Monde, L’ (unrealized Beyle play), 60-61 

Homme Singulier, L’ (Destouches), 103 

Horace, 34, 452 

Horaces, Les, 99 

Hornbostel, Mme., 207-8, 228 

Hotel Garni, H (Desaugiers-Gentil), 533 

Houdetot, Comtesse Elisabeth, 166 

Hume, David, 228, 229, 389, 390 

Hypermnestre (Lemercier), 142 

I 

Iffland, August, 435 
Imbert, 51 - 

Impresario in Augustie (Cimarosa), 350 
Itkchinevole. See Lemazurier, Pierre-David 
Inconstant, U (Collin d’Harleville), 149 
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Influence des Passions, V (Mme. de Stael), 189 

Intirieur d'un Journal, L’ (one title for Beyle’s Letettier), 49 

Intrigante, L' (Etienne), 502 

Intrigue Epistolaire, L‘, 242 

Iphiginie en Aulide (Racine), 56, 64-65, 128-29 

Isabey, 324 


J 

Jacobsohn, Israel, 268 

Jacqueminot, Jean-Baptiste-Fran^ois, 286, 302, 350-52, 375, 478-79 
Jacqueminot, Mme., 286, 304 
Jacques le Fataliste (Diderot), 201 
Jacquinet, 53 

Jaloux sans Amour, he (Imbert), 51 
Jaubert, Mme., 228 

Jean-Jacques. See Rousseau, Jean-Jacques 

JeanUe*-!#*, 266 

Jcky, Father, 28, 33, 51, 173 

Jenny. See Leschcnault, Jenny 

Jeune Femme Colire, Im (Etienne), 76 

Jobert, 16 

Johnson, Samuel, 272, 273, 329 

Joinville, Louis, 4, 14, 15, 27, 32, 114, 291, 350-51, 411, 413, 414, 418, 429, 
432i 473> 480, 481, 5^9 
Jollivet, 335 
Joly, M. de, 356, 510 

Josephine, wife of Napoleon I. See Beauharnais, Josephine de 

Josephine Daru. See Daru, Pierre, children 

Jourdan, Jean-Baptiste, 7 

Journal des Dibats, 46 

Jules, Mile. See La Bergerie, Jules de 

Juvenal (Cesarotti), 460 


K 

K. or Ka., Miss. Sec Camelin, Mile, de 
Kalreuth, Count von, 330 
Kamenski, 317, 334 
Kant, Immanuel, 51 

Kellermann, Marshal Fran^ois-Christophe, 191, 192 

Kirgener, General, 478-79, 481, 483 

Klopstock, Friedrich Gottlieb, 268 

Klosterlein, Fraulein von, 269 

Knabelhuber, Charlotte, 266, 269, 272, 274, 276 
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Kni$ted, Frau von, 262 
Kochi, 257, 273 
Kosciusko, Thaddeus, 62 
Kurakin, Prince Alexander, 330 
Kutendville, Herr von, 266 


La Bergerie, family (Shepherds, Shepherderies), 281, 313, 318, 320, 322, 

347.352.356 

La Bergerie, Blanche Rougier de, 97, 179, 31 1, 313, 320, 363 

La Bergerie, Emilie Rougier de, 31 1, 313 

Ld Bergerie, Jules>AdMe Rougier de, 283, 31 1, 313-14, 320 

La Bergerie, Nicolas-Jean-Marie Rougier de, 315 

La Bruy^e, Jean de, 176 

La CalprenMe, Gauthier de, 70 

La Chaussee, Pierre-Claude Nivelle de, 86 

Lacombe, 290, 293, 297 

Lacu6e de Cessac, Comte, 325, 354 

Lacuee de Cessac, Comtesse, 351 

Lafon, 508 

Lafond, 70, 99, loi, 127, i32r-33n, 133, 163 

La Fontaine, Jean, 63, 79, 113, 144, 442 

Lafor^ 198 

Lagrange, General, 342 

Laguette de Mornay, Jules, 245-46, 248 

La Harpe, Jean>Fran(ois de, 7, 59n, 72, 220, 349, 357, 436 

Lajard, Claude-Hilaire, 70-71, 290 

Lalande, Joseph-Jerdme de, 360, 361, 51 1 

Lalanne, J.-B^ 121, 122, 137, 152 

Lally-Tollendal, Trophime-G6rard, 316 

Lambert, Leon, 198, 209, 215, 218, 220, 223, 224, 226, 228, 229, 269, 316, 

326, 397. 455. 456, 460 

Lamberti, Signora, 395, 415, 416, 423, 457 
Langlade, Mme., 210 

Lannes, Marshal Jean and Mme. (Due and Duchesse de Montebello), 


332.333.34* 

Lansberg, Mathieu, 443 
Lante, Duchesse, 453-54, 455 
Lanzi, Luigi, 397, 138, 467^ 472, 511 
La Rive, 69, 70, 72, 73, 74, 80, 85, 89, 126 
La Roche, 53, 173 
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Lausset^ Mme. de, 249 
Lavabre, Mme., 216 
La Vall&, Joseph de, 532 
Lavater, Jean-Gaspard, 120 
Lavollee, Jcan-Olivier, 335, 336 
Leases. See Baux 
Le Baron, Jacques, 10, 13 

Lc Blanc dc Volx, J. ( White) * 5 ^^ Blanc, Joseph-Hilarion 
Le Brun, M., 57, 70, 80, 247, 251 , 

Le Brun, Mme., 26, 143, 317, 326, 390, 498 
Le Brun, Pulcherie, 381, 389-90, 391 
Lechi, Galeano, 402 

Lechi, Count Giacomo, 402, 403, 406-9, 412, 413, 416, 423, 436 

Lechi, Tcodoro, 419 

Lecoulteux de Couteleu, 327, 338, 391 
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Legouv 4 Gabricl-Marie-Jcan-Baptiste, 31, 136, 143, 150, 242 
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Lemazurier, Pierre-David (Inchine vole), 54, 163 
Lemcy, 210 
Le Roy, 257 
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Lespinassc, Julie de, 349 
Lestrange, Mme., 99, 100, 104, 108 
Lesueur, Jean-Frangois, 403 

Letellier (uncompleted Beyle play), 49, yon, yin, 75n, 113, 154, 168, 169, 
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Lhoste, 297, 298 
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Liaisons Dangereuses, Les (Choderlos de Laclos), 412 
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Lorrain (Gaude Gel6e), 268, 270, 287, 344, 506 
Louason. See Guilbert, M 61 anie 
Loub XIV, 22, 20^ 276 
Lucien Leuwen (Stendhal), 89, 2580, 5300 
Luisa, Queen, 265 
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Machiavelli, 222, 442, 443, 451, 515 

Madelon, 192, 193, 198, 206 

Mahomet (Voltaire), 135 
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Marini, Signora, 104, 172, 403, 521 
Marmontel, Jean-Frangois, 118, 198, 356 
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Martineau, Henri, 39211, 5330 
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Mathys, Henri-Maximilien, 7, 1 1 
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Mazeau de 1 anniere, 4, 9, 14, 112, 413, 414 
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Mimoires (Due dc Choiseul), 65 
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Mimoires Secrets de la Aipubhque des Lettres, 8 

Mimoires sur la Russie, 250 
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Mengs, Raphael, 472, 5140, 517, 519 
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Michel, 193, 203, 207, 340 
Michelangelo, 396,' 44 in, 442, 445, 447 
Micoud dUmons, Baronne, 351 
Migliorini, 393, 419-21, 423, 435, 473 
Milady. See Daru, Mme. Pierre 
Milan. See Napoleon 
Millicre, 73, 74 
Millin, Aubin-Louis, 322 
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Minuit (Desaudras), 105 
Miollis, Comte Sextius, 453 

Mirabeau, Honorc-Gabriel, 21, in, 213, 214, 316, 417 
Misanthrope, Le (Mohere), 99, 131, 138, 139 
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Misson, Maximilien, 405, 51 1, 512 
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Mole, Frangois-Renc, 126 

Mohere, 2, 6, 19, 48, 53, 59, 61, 63, 81, 136, 190, 229, 276, 344, 346, 349, 
442, 497, 520 
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Moncrif, Fran^ois-Auguste Paradis dc, 132 
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Montahvet, Comte C'»millc dc, 499, 524 
Montano et Stephanie (Berton), 362 
Montbadon, 287-88, 295, 298 

Montebello, Due and Duchesse de. See Lannes, Marshal Jean and Mme. 
Montesquieu, 39, 66, 407 
Montesquieu, Comtesse, 477 
Monti, Signora, 9 . 

Monti, Vincenzo, 329, 421 
Montvallon, 219 
Moore, John, 286 
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Moreau, Jean-Victor, 7, 33, 61, 62, 77 
Morellet, Andr^ ii 
Morghcn, Raffaelo, 270, 470 

Mortier, Mme., 89, 117, 119, 121, 122, 127, 129-32, 145, 161, 162, 164, 165, 
172, i 73 » 175 
Motet-Daleville, 158 
Moulezin, 69 

Mounier, Claude-Edouard-Philippe (Esprit), 20, 24-26, 28-32, 34-43, 
59, 64, 69, 83-84, no, ii8n, 118-19, i39» i43> i44» 265, 310, 31 1, 473, 507 
Mounier, Jean-Joseph, 19-20, 25, 28, 39, 69, no, 21 1 
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Mounier, Victorine (Hfloise, Charlotte, Eudoxie), 19, 20, 230, 25, 26, 
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Mozart, Wolfgang Amadeus, 240, 265, 282, 283, 300, 314, 324, 329, 344, 
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Murat, Joachim, 15, 475 

Murat, Que^ii ('aroline, 342 
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Mure, M. and Mme. Jean-Pierre, 26, 27 

Murphy, Arthur, 272n 
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Napoleon (Milan, Maximus), 61, 82, 86, 97-99, 129-30, 324, 329-31, 333, 
346, 364-65, 383, 396, 399, 426; and the arts, 60, 276, 312, 502; and 
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NapoUon (Stendhal), 34, 525 
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Nardini, Pietro, 443 
Nardon, Mme. See Rebuffel, Mme. 

Nardot, Mme., 282, 31 1, 317, 325, 356, 357, 375, 376, 377, 379, 380, 386 
Nature Humaine. See Discourse on Human Nature (Hobbes) 
NeuchStel, Prince de. See Berthier. Marshal Louis-Alexandre 
Newton, Sir Isaac, 358 
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Nourrit, Mile., 95 

Nouvelle Hiloise, La (Rousseau), 38, 48, 50, 164, 336, 349, 412 
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Orestes (Alfieri), 85, 450-51 
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Pascal, 22, 94, 113, 164 
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Pastorct, Amede de, 499, 508-9 
Pastorct, Marquis de, 508 
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Pavesi, Stefano, 436 
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Pidan^at, 173 
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479. 493. 494. 496. 498. 5M-22, 533 
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Poussin, Nicolas, 329, 344 
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Probus. See Daru, Pierre 

Promenades dans Rome (Stendhal), 239 
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Racine et Sha^speare (Stendhal), 524 

Racine, Jean, 54, 56, 58, 59, 63, 65, 71, 80, 81, 130, 164, 190, 229, 276, 325, 

442 
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Radcliffe, Anne, 451 
Rafaelli, 420, 427, 446, 470 
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Rambert, M., 177, 179 

Raphael, 77, 104, 187, 268, 270, 329, 332, 344, 358, 447 
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71, 82, 98, 120, 152, 169, 239, 242, 244, 248-50, 419 
R&amier, Mme., 31, 342, 356 
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Regnard, Jean-Fran(ois, 7, 61 
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Renard, 208 

Renauldon, Charles, 318 

Reni, Guido, 427, 436, 437-38, 444, 470, 51 1, 5140 

Rfol, 266, 272 
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Revol, Miss, 184 

Rey, Joseph, 45, 49, 52, 53, 76, 80, 130, 144, 149, 173, 222 
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See Daru, Mme. Pierre 
Robertson, William, 158 
Rodogune (Corneille), 66-67 
Roger, Mme. See Daru, Mme. Pierre 
Roland, Mme., 123 

Rolandeau, Mile., 86, 95, 98, 99-100, loi, 104 

Romain, Mme., 320, 321 

Romano, Giulio, 329, 344 

Rome, King of, 3640, 365, 477, 525, 531 
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Rouge et le Noir, Le. See The Red and the Blac^ 

Rouget, 69 

Rousseau, Jean-Baptiste, 80 
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Rubens, Pierre-Paul, 329, 344, 448-49 
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Savoye-Rollin, Jacques-Fortunat dc, 57, 480 

Say, Jean-Baptiste, 173, 413 

Schiller, Friedrich, 268, 272, 275, 329, 523 

Schlegel, Wilhelm von, 457, 523 

Schwarzenberg, Prince Karl von, 329-30, 332 
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Scotti, Signor, 401, 405, 409-12, 434 

Sebastiani, General, 535 
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Segur, Comte Louis-Philippe, 342 
Selmours (Beyle), 7, 12 
Senncvillc, 292, 305 
Ser Marcantonio (Pavesi), 436 
Sevigne, Marquise de, 79 
Seyssins. See Crozet, Louis 
Sganarelle (Molicrc), 51, 59 

Shakespeare, William, 22, 23, 37, 46, 52, 59, 67, 74, 76, 78, 85, in, 113, 
1 16, 1 17, 124, i39n, 164, 200, 229, 272, 329, 344, 346, 349, 367-68, 447, 

505", 523. 524 
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Sicstorpf, Herr von, 267, 269 

Siey^s, Emmanucl-Joscph, 65, 66, 316 

Simonetta, Comtesse. See Pictragrua, Angiola 

Simple. See Mante, Fortune 

Siroe (Metastasio), 10 

Sismondi, Simonde de, 272, 432, 451, 509, 51 1 

Six, M., 352, 353 

Smith, Adam, 153, 213, 214, 319 

Soja, Le (Cr^billon), 192 
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Sophocles, 34, 59 
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Souvenirs ^Egotisme (Stendhal), 397, 456, 527 

Spital, Genera], 16 

Stabinger, Mathias, 215 

Stael, Mme. de, 48, no, 189, 215, 242, 246, 339-^, 457, 529 
Stanislas, King, 328 

Storia Pittorica delta Italia (Lanzi), 397 

Strombeck, Baron Friedrich von, 239-41, 258-64, 266, 267, 271, 346, 457 
Strombeck, Frau, nie von Billow, 239, 259-63, 266, 267 
Sully, 350 

Systime \Physiqtte ei\ Moral de la Femme, Le (Roussel), 301 


Tabarie, 62 

Tableau des Negotiations d’Europe depots le XV” Steele jusqu'i la 
Revolution Franfoise (Ancillon), 2i6n, 218, 276 
Tacitus, 123 

Talleyrand-Perigord, Charlcs-Mauricc de (Prmce de Benevent), 282, 
458,524 

Tallicn, Mme., 356 

Talma, Franfois-Joseph, 51, 54-56, 59, 60, 65-67, 76, 85, 128, 13011, 173, 

• i79> 241, 357 

Talma, Mme., ncc Caroline Vanhove, 55-56, 105 
Taming of the Shrew, The (Shakespeare), 78-79 
Tancrede (Voltaire), 127, 200 
Tanzai (Crebillon), 192 
Tartufe (Molicre), 48, 243 

Tasso, Torquato, 103, 226, 229, 233, 324, 325, 329, 349, 447 

Teatro Moderno Applaudito, II, 8 

Teissier, Camille, 220 331 

Templiers, Les (Raynouard), 188 

Tencin. See Barral, Louis de 

Terasse, 401, 402 

Thiorie des Sentiments Moraux (translation of a work by Adam 
Smith), 213 

Thibaudeau, M. and Mme. Antoine, 197, 229 

Thomson, James, 22 

Thorwaldscn, Bertel, 324 

Timid, The (novel planned by Beyle), 334n 

Timon of Athens (Shakespeare), 74, 505 
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Tinneka. See Guilbert, Melanie 
Titian, 344 > 425 » 44^1 47 ^ 

Tivollier, Auis, 180, 188, 189, 205, 207, 208, 210, 217-18, 221, 223, 225 
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